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(Continued.)

he was
to Siberia for |

On the flimsiest of evidence
convicted and sentenced
ten years "

He had been educated at the Moscow
University and was an educated and
scholarly man.

These and many other topies e dis- |
cussed with the boya at every
tunity on their long march, and in this
way both Maurice and Phil acquired
g fluent knowledge of the Russian lan-
guage that permitted them %o. con-
verse freely.

Platoff told

)
one 1 one 1 \ aTleviateq |
their Paul . 1 journeyed |
at th le ¢ h day nd the strange
acquil that began ou the ter-
rible : r.ooened into a]
jee] friendship The |
b such he was,
i: 3 y & which the boys
ad Kk I-hearted and
sympathet nd, more than all, he
readily bolie 1t} ile of erime and
SOTTOW they poured into his will-
ing ear ( 1ition, however, he
cowld 1 * them. He explained the |
iniquit 1 t} ruption af Rus-
sian just th a vividness that made !
pis hearers shu “ and’ «h> showed !
them h utterly peless it would be
to attack Viadimir Saradoff’s intrench- |
ed position, even with abundant proofs
of the dreadful erime. Of himself
Platoff spoke He had been |
peither a terrorist nor an extremist, he '
said, but had merely laboured in be- i
palf of social! reforms, ]
|
!

onnor- |

themm much about the
mines of Kara, rules and regulations.

*We are all three molitical prison-
ers,” he said, “and we shall be treat-
ed as such. For some months we
shall! be kept in close confinement in |
the prison. ' At the expiration of that
time, if we behave ourselves in ac-
cordance with the mles, we will be
permitted to join the free command
and live outside the wrison in «cabins,
subject, of - course, to oonstant police
supervision.”

“But how abeut the mines ?” gsked
Maurice. “ Will we not be compelled to
work in them 7

“ No't replied” Platoff; “only the or-
dinary criminals do that. Politicals
never labour in the mines.™

“And when once we are allowedl to

in this free command and live owrtside
the prison what are our chances of-es-
cape 7' coentinued Maurice.  Piatoff
shrugged his shoulders.

“We won't, diseuss that™ he said.
“Many escape every yvear, some strik-
ing westwerd, others down the valley
of the Amurt toward the Pacific, but
all are eventually reecaptured, and @are
made to pay dearly for their brief pe-
riog of liberty. Yet, if a chance offered
1 think [ would take:it. Time will tell
whether I will be ococmpelled to serve
out my sentence at the mines of Kara'’

“How far from the mines is the Pp-
eific ocean ! enquired Phil

“Less than 1,000 miles,” was Pia-
toff's answer. “ The Amur river leads

‘right to Viadivostack, the Russian sea—
port."”

“And onee.at 1 Viadivestoek what
chance of liberty would there be ™
asked Maurice, eagerly.

“In the harbour,” said Platoff, “there |
are constartly English, French., Ger-
man, Spanish, and American vessele— |

sand Russiap Corvettes,” he added, with |

& grim smlile. fTha boys scarcely hearc
the last words. ; In imaginatiom they
Mw a noble wessel riding at anchor,
With the dear old Stars and $tripes
Waving over hes:. deck.

“March lively, now, do you hear!"
fried a Cossack_ soldier, harshly. and
With tear-dimmed eyes the boys guick-
€ned their steps, awwhile Platoff truadged
Sloljdly forwased, buried in his own
thoyglits, :

One thing they Wad,overlooked. In
the 4ime that had. elapsed since the
Mot at Irkutsk and@itheir assault on the

ar's stcrehouse they had come to
beliewe that no @ur-ther punishment
Would ;be inflicted wipon:them. Even
Platof, who should have known betteg,
Was Il ied into a false. security.

P‘""lhlng must igve an end, and se
‘this apparently-intesgninable sourness,
this tokiing over dmsolate Siberian|
Wastes and frozen rimers, was ﬂnlshedl
it last, and one dreary sfternoon in the’
month of January the maines of Kara

™t upsn the heartsick .exiles, and
resently the command sohalt ran up
And down the line. & tthe thickly-
Jalling snogs little could 'he seen—the
4Aim outline of gloomy hexises, groups
of axiles moving to and fre,.and squads
Of armed (Cossacks in all directions.

For two hours or more ghe -newly=
Arrived party were kept standing in
Tanks until ther Kmbs were fivest-bit-
N and the swow was heavy o thewr
headg and shegilders. It wms dark
Yhen the little column was ewdered
forward again,

brief marck brought them to &
¥, gloomy log building, and prescnt-

Jy the prison doons were closed behind
them, and the long march was enGed.

be gold mines of Kara are the pei-
fate Property of his Imperial Majesty
the Czar, They comsist of a series of |
Apen golq placers, wcated along the
Yanks ¢ the river Kara, a narrow and
PaDld mountain stream,
rough this Kara valley lies a scat-
chain of prisons, mines, and con-

Al ﬂ“"lo-ynpﬂ'a. 5

t the lower diggin centres the
Administration of g:hemu'h(.\le settle-

Nt. There pesides the governor of
the pris ns, and there, In barracks,
d""“.‘“ a military force sufficient to
m:;:]]. ANy insurrection that may arise.
Giei )Y connected with the Jower
ﬂ‘si"" lies middle ¥Fara, where the
m‘:{f""’ Prison of the working convict
wein I Jocated. There, in company
ln.. the ordinary and vicious crime-

I8, Maurice and his companions had
the Placed, though the significance of

fact did not once occur to them.
€ interjoy of the convict prison was

@4nd wretched beyond descrip-

TBY Wan-MURRAY GRAYDON, |
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ing purposes. A few benches were scat-
tered abcut, but not half enough to ac-
| commodate the inmates of the prison,
| Inside the doorway the newly-ar-
rived exiles, not more than 30 In num-
ber, were halted, and an officer, with
a paper in his hand, called out the
names one bv one and checked' them
off as they were responded to.
commandant of the prison, a

t
t‘r(:l he floor and the walls were cov=
WiIth the accymulated dirtof vears,

—
—a =

sy -
the narrow windows hdmitted Yirougl
their dusty panes a meagre supply ot |
light, and the atmosphere was vile and |
stifling Long, slanting platforms of |
bare, unplaned boards served for sleep~

tall, bearded officer, with a harsh face,
gtood by side, closely watching the
proceedir

When the last name had been call-
ed, the officer rolled up the paper and

handed it to the commandant, saying :

“ There now, Captain Daroman, my
duty is done, and I will leave these
fellows under your authority. Take

good care of them, and don’'t give them
too rich food or they will all get dys-
ensia.

The officer laughed at his own weak
witticism, and passed out of the door,
which cone of the Cossacks held open
for him.

The weary exiles made & motion to
press forward into the room, but Cap-
tain Daroman waved them back with
his hand.

Then in a hearse voice e began to
speak Dbriefly, going over the prison
rules and reciting at length ‘the severe
punishment in store for anyone daring
enough to break them. Maurice watch-
ed him closely and read in the lines
of that cold, stern face ‘the evidence
of a pitiless and malignant ‘disposition.

Wretched indeed would existence be
in that prison under the will of Cap-
tain Daroman.

He ceased at last, and @as he turned
away Paul Platoff =stepped quickly
forward. “ Captain Daroman,” he said,
respectfully, 1 am a peolitical prison-
er, and so also are these two men,”
designating Maurice and Phil ek |
should like to know why we have been
brought here instead of to the political
prison at the lower diggings ?”

CHAPTER XTI.
A DARING ACT.

Captain Daroman wheeled Iike a
flash, an ugly expression on his face.

“ You mutinous dog,” .he shoutad,
“ beginning already, .are you? I'HL
make an example of you for the bene-|
fit of the others.” He turned toward|
the soldiers, apparemtly on the point!
of giving some orders, while Platoff's:
face flushed crimson and his hands
.quivered nervouslv.

Howevzr, Captain Daroman sudden-
‘dy changed his mind, .and he turned;
orice more to Platoff, with a grim|
. smile hovering on has lips. i

“So you wish to know why you are;
there, do you? Seo this place is not
geod enough for yom ? You'll find:
out before you get through, let me!
tell vou. What's vour name ? I can
weadily guess, though. You are Pla-
toff, the revolutionist. .Stand te one
:side there and let vomr two friends;
come forward too. Birds«f.a feather
must flock togethe="

Maurice and Phi! timidly :advanced'
& few paces from _he throng, and the,
wcmmandant surveyed them with a;
lowering asoect. !

‘“What are your he
asked, . fiercely. !

Maurice hesitated. "To proclaim
kimself under the false title by which
bhe had been arrested would he a tacit
acknowledgment of the muwme, while to
tell the truth would undoubtedly
canse serious trouble and excite Cap-
tain Daroman’s wriath te ite fullest
extemt.

At thisceritical moment Plataff came
to the -regcue.

“Their -names are Cunningham and
Burtem,”” 'he said, respectfully. * They
are bwt little acquainted with the
Russiam tiongue.”

Mauries aaftempted to utier = Feeble

mamas 7’

Positively cured by these
Little Pills.
They 2!50 sdicve Distress mm Dyspepsia,

‘Indigestion ané ‘Foo Mearty Euting. A per-
fect remedy for Pizziness, Nansca, Drowsi.
ness, Bad Tasteinthe Mout), Coaded Tongue
Pain in the Side, TORPID LIVER. They
Regulate the Bowels. Purely Vegetable

Small Pill. Small Dose.
: . Small Price.
Substitution

the fraud of the day.
See you get Carters,
Ask for Carter’s,

Insist and demand

Carter's Little Liver Pills.
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1 1 hi ] commanadant -
nea nel i n i hand

' Platoff, Cunni aam, Buvion, he
mutteresd, under his  breath, Then,
lccking up Keenly, he raid :—* Ard =0
you think it is strange that you wera

t taken to the political prison ?
Have yvou forgotten Irkutsk on the
night of the 22nd of September ? Hava
veu forgotten the riot, the slaughtered

soldiers,
kcuse ?

the aftek on the
Did you think to escape the

penalty of those misdeeds ? Justice
] not sleen in Nussia. You were |
trivd and convieted without vour
knowladge, Fentence was given—you
say vou did net know it 2 Very well,
d have the decree of sentence here. It
I8 erough for you to know that you
are condemned to work out vour x;[:"'
at .h:'!‘l labour in the mines instead
“of idling in @ political prison. In me
SRR T

MW hat are your names?”? heasked fiorsdly.

you will have no lenient task-master.

1 shall exact the fullest obedience. 1
know how to deal with fcilows like
yeu. Now go and be prepared in the

morning to handle the
Czar's gold mines.

Captain Darcman turned ‘haughtily
mway, and the crowd pressed forward,
dragging Maurice and his companions
with them.

Dazed by what they 'had just heard,
they dropped mechanically on the
woodea platform.

It was difficult at first to realize the
full import of Captain Daroman’s
words,

The truth dawned on them ‘gradual-
ly, and their own fate was brought
more vividly to mind by the .arrival of
@ convict party from the mines, a hag-
gard group of men, soaked to the skin,
who entered with a clankingof chains
between a file of soldiers.

Toil and sleep, ever the same, with-
out rest or change—such is 'life at the
mines of Kara.

Platoff first fell into & paroxysm of
anger, but it presently passed off, and
he went calmly to sleep, &n example
which the boys, through sheer weari-
mess, were forced to imitae.

Maurice awoke first. A faint streak
of grey was shining through the dirty
window, and as he sat up Tibbing his
eyes a drum began to beat, and the
convicts around him left ‘their hard
beds without an instant's "hesitation.

“ Come,"” =aid Platoff, seizing Mau-

your picks iin

| ®ice by the shoulder, “ddiay will in-

ssure a speedy punishment.”

Phil was up by this time, -and they
‘Joined the crowd, who were pressing
forward toward the doer. WA Cossack
officer stcod at the entrance, book in
‘hand, and at once proceelled with the
morning verification. The men answer-
@ to their names as they were called
out and then scattered Through the
room.

A few moments later bredikfast -was
werved, consisting of weak tea and
Wlack rye bread, and as :soon .as this
was over the working parties were
made up for the day. Two gangssstart-
@il from the prison, each surrounded
Hy a squad of Cossacks. Maurice and
Platoff were in one of these and Phil
was in the other. They marched past
the few scattered log bulldings that
surronnded the prison, and tramped for
an ‘hour or more up the gloomy wval-
S=v. 'The sky was dark with «¢louds,
antl a fine snow was falling. The min-
ing operations on the Kama river had
reached a point some distance from
the settlement, thus foreing on ‘the
eumvitets the additional misery @f .a
leng ‘tramp through the smow eagh
mornimg and evening.

The gangs consisted of 26 'men «each,
and a&s soon as they reached the spot
work wns begun. Each party was in-
strueted by an officer. while the Cos-
sacks, drawing a complete «cordon
aromnd the convicts, built fires to keep
themselves comfortable.

The gokll bearing sands afong the
banks of the Kara river lie buried un-
der a stratum of clay and gravel vary-
ing in depth from 10 to 20 feet. ‘This
{s duvg omt 'hy picks and carted away
until the Twil of sand s exposed, and
the gold is washed out by rude hop-
pers. Under ‘the watchful eyes of the
overseer the men laboured unceasing-
ly. It was a sad sight, the grim soi-
dlers pacing through the drifting snew
or grouped about the fires, the wretch-
ed toilers bending to their work with
aching limbs, and in fitting harmony
were the clank @f chains, the creak of
the wheel-barrows, and the monotonous
tap of the picks. To Maurice this un-
accystomed labour was especially se-
vere. In a short time his back ached
and his hands were blistered. Pla-
toff tried to encourage him from time
to time,
than once to stop werk from exhaus-
tion. The overseer showed some len-
fency toward those eonvicts who had
just arrived from Irkutsk, and these
short periods of rest were not rebuked.
At mid-day a lunch of tea and bread
was served, and then the labour con-
tinued without intermiss&ion until late
in the afternoon.

e Theyv marched back to the prison at
sunset, so weary that every step was
torture. The principal meal of the day
was nnw served, consisting of weak
soup, ryve bread, and a small quantity
of meat, and then the convicts went
to sleen in rowg on the bare platforms,
some with their coats rolled up for pil-
lews, others without piliows at all. To
Maurice and Phil the first week at the
mines was a period of horror, and for
the first time they began to realize the
unutterable misery of their situation,
Platoff, with whom they were still able
to cenverse at night, gave them no
Yope, and indeed they could see for

Czar’'s store- |

but he was compelled more .

i
|
i
1
|

. NUTRITIVEQUALITIESUNRIVALLED

LHEIMISOIVES (107 periious an attempt o)

eseape would prove under the circum-

ftances. (e poor fellow had made a
Cash for hiberty while returning from
the mines at sundown, and his bullet-

riddled body was brought to the prison
on a plark.

“Try to keen un vour
wait.” eaid Platoff.
tell vou. It may be that harder times
are befcre us. Captain Daroman ws
summoned away the dav after we ar-
rived here. When he returns, we shall
feel the change. Do you wonder now
that men turn against the Czar and
his Government ?”

“ No,” said Phil, with a bitter laugh.
surprised at mothing, Platoff,
and T am getting desperate myself.
Some day 1 shall lose all control and
turn on these fien¢sa.”

Platoff leoked at
noting his
chest,

*You will be shot,”

cour- ve and
“That is all T can

“I 4m

the
flashing eyes,

lad, grimly,
his heaving

he s=aid, quietly,

and then to himself he added :—* He's
a fine fellow, with good stuff in him.
We might do something after all, I'll
have to look into the matter.”

Platoff was right. The next day
Captain Daroman returned, and the
predicted change came with a venge-
ance, The supply of daily food was !
she l

"lened, all conversation was strictly

forbidden, and the wretched toilers in

the

rest,

mines were refused a moment’s
with the exception of a scant ten
mirutes for lunch.

For a time these hardships were
borne without complaint, but it soon
becare evident that the commandant
had u special hatred against the three
political prisoners, and he lost no op=
bortunity of displaying his feelings.

Cne bitterly cold morning the con-
Victs wers trudging in pairs over the
Snow-clad plains to their daily toil.

Maurice and Platoff marched in
front, and close behind them was Phil,

Wiro had bheen transferred to their gang
scme time before, They had barely
left the settlement and were passing
Qlong the base of a hill, part way up
which stood half a dozen straggling

cabins,

" Some of the free command live
there,” whispered Platoff, and Maurice
locked with envy at the homes of the
unfortunate people who were yet ten
tin.es bhetter off than himself.

Suddenly he saw, to his great sura
prise, a girl standing by the roadside |
a few yards ahead.

She was not more than 18, slender of
figure and dressed in a iong fur cloak
and cap. Her gaze was fixed com-
passionately on the approaching con-
victs, and Maurice's heart thrilled as
he met a pitying glance from her dark
eyes.

(To be Continuel.)

A Fatal Spider-Web.

When a fly acci-
dentally gets caught in
a spider’sweb, the spi-
der goes calmly about
the work of securing
his prey. He doesn’t
hurry particularly. He
takes his time and
binds first the fly's
feet, and then his wings and his entire body.

That is the way with the dread enemy of
mankind—consumptien. It hes a web—the
web of trivial disorders neglected. When a
man heedlessly stumbles into that web, con-
sumption first attacks his stomach, then his
blood, then his lungs, then ewery organ in
his body. Many doctaers assert that when a
man is once in this deadly web there is no
escape. That is a mistake. Thousands
have testified to their recovery from this
disease by the use of the right remedy.
Many of their letters, together with their
names, addresses and photographs, appear
in Dr. Pierce’s Common Sense Medical Ad-
viser. The remedy that saved them was
Dr. Pierce’s Golden Medical Disaovery. It
cares 98 per cent. of all cases of consump-
tion. It cures the comditions that Jead up
to it. It is the great bleod - maker, flesh-
builder and germ-ejector. Druggists sell it.

“Your *‘ Favorite ien ' cured my little
girl, seven years old, of 8t. Vitus's dance.” ‘writes
Mrs. A. E. Loomis, of Waluut Grove, Redwood
Co., Minn. ‘‘She could mot feed herself, mdr
talk. That was fifteen yvears ago. 1 have always
had great faith in vour medicines ever sinoe. I
had a terrible cough. and mv friends (m
had consumption. I took the * Golden
Discovery ' and it cured my cough, and now I do
my housework. I have always praised vour med-
icine and would like to have vour ‘Common
Sense Medical Adviser.’ I enclose stamps.

Over a thousand pages of good home
medical advice free. Send thirty-one ene-
cent stamps, to cover customs and malling
«only, to World’s Dispensary Medical Asso-
«ciation, Buffalo. N. V., for a pl&u red
copy of Dr. Pierce’s Common Semse Med-
ical Adviser. Cloth binding so stamps.
A veritable medical library in one volume,
dllustrated with over 300 engravings.

EPPS'S GOGOA

ENGLISH
BREAKFAST COCOA

Possesses th » followling
Distinclive Merits:

DELICACY OF FLAVOR.
SUPERIORITY in QUALITY.

GRATEFUL and COMFORTING
to the NERVOUS or DYSPEPTIC.

In Quarter-Pound Tins only.

Prepared by JAMES EPPS & CO., Ltd,, |
Homaosopathic Chemists, London,
En; fland.

Neuralgia

In the head isslm st invariably eoused by
decaved ard s bscessed teeth n't sufler
needlessly when youean be releived in a few
hours and cured in a iew durs by the careful
treatment we will give you.

J H AYERS

DENTIST.

P al nlers extra ‘t1on of teeth

SoL S

A special type of “Fit-Reform”
suit, cut loose and straight, with skil-
fully moulded collar, which rolls high
in front, but low and fuli, with
ample cloth at back, giving more
erect appearance, and ”
greater preminence of
chest.

Best business suit,
for such a form is a three button Sack
like this—for dress, Tuxedo.

Close fitting body coats as ‘Morning’,
‘Shooting’ or ‘Prince Alberts’ accent
the rounded curve of back.

A man may know just how his
suit will look on him before he buys,
if he selects the right shape of ready-to-
wear “Fit-Reform” garments.

Makers’ brand and limited
price in left breast pocket.

o

$10, $12, $15, $18,
$20 per Suit.

N

Catalogue from
Fit-Reform Clothing Co.,
Montreal.

: Headquarters for Shoe Bargains !

Macdonald's
Market Square.

Look for your fall and wintev Boors, fron us, We
are suling at the lowest price yet. Womens
strong leathr bocts for 75e, children’s strong
boots H®e, men’s strong borts $1 00. Other
lines equally lov. You will be sorry if you buy
without seeing ourprices.

J. B. Macdonald&Co

FOR SHOE BARGAINS.
R s s ] L e e !
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RICHARD A. McCURDY, lan N -

(THE WORLD'S GREATEST COXPANY),

Presiden

Has more insurance in force, a greater annual income and more assete
anany ther conpanyin th: world., It is the oldest active American Co

Total Assets,” £234,744,148.42
. Invested in Canada, - - - . 4,257,620 75
~" Total Surplus, nearly - - - 30,000,000.00
Insurance in force, . - - 918 698,353.00

Income in 1896, $19,702,695.27, being TWELVE MILLONS
more than the total Revenue of the Dominion of Canada,

Issues the most liberal policies and pays larz r dividends, on all policies
han any other company. and is “beyond donbt,, the wealthiest and
greates’ company i the world, All policies payable in gold. Agents wanted

in unrepresented districts,
JOEN MACFACHERY,
Agent for P.E. Islan

TIMEI TIMRE

a Good Time to Buy Watches VOW.

In spite of the advance ir price at the Factory, I havt
been able to bry,ant  will s2ll a nice 1,t of usw Watces, a
the old ra‘e, the order hiving b2en given before ths raise.

Call and see them ; also our new Rings.

E, W. TAYLOR,
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