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TORONTO (CP) — Hundreds
of babies and small children are
being sadistically beaten ar
maltreated by their p or
brothers and slsters 1n Ontario
every year, the province's su-
pervising coroner Dr. H. B.
Cotnam sald here
He said his department has
ed an allout assault om
this major social and medical
problem.
“‘Since T took office 13 months
ago, we've held inquests into 12
battered child deaths. And I'm
| not counting obvious murders
where a child has been hanged
or shot.
“For each child that comes to
me dead, there are probably
100, perhaps more, being ham-
mered to a varrying degree.
“Many—who will be perman-
| ently crippled, mentally defec-
tive or seriously pwchologicaly
disturbed — might be
dead,” he said
The chidren are victims of
an extremely common, althou
recently discovered, 'phenome-
nom doctors call the battered-
child syndrome.
He has also asked all soclal
agencies and police forces to
join his department in an effort

to discover these beatings early.
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