CONFEDERATION.
LETTER FROM JUDGE JOHNSTON.

Havirax, Feb. 27, 1865.
Sir, — The “Union League' bave consi-
dered that it might be of benefit, under the
rm'nt circumstances of the country, to pub-
ish a speech delivered by you in 15854 on the
subject of a Union of the Colonics ; byt they
do not feel at liberty to do so without your
concurrence, as your sentimepts may have
undergone change singe that period — in
which case the republication might not be
sgreeable to you.
1 have the honor to be,
Your obedient servant,
P. S. Havuron,

Acting Sec'y.

To Hie Honor the Judge in Equity.

1

Havirax, Mareh 2, 1865.

My pEar Sir,~1 have to acknowledge the
veceipt of u note from you, in which, as act-
ing Seevetary of the Union League, you in-
form me that they think it might be of benefit |
under the nt circumstances of the coun-
try, to publish a speech delivered by me m'
1854 om the subject of Unjon of the Colunics.i
but do @ot feel themselves at liborty to do so
witheat my concurrence, a8 my sentiments
mey bave undergone change eince that period
—in which case the re-publication might not |
Be agreeable to me.

The echeme for the Confederation of the
British North American Provivces offers to
their Legislatures a question of supreme im-
yortance, standing apart from party issues,
and trupscending tempporary interests. Io
relation to such a spbjegt, | see n¢ occasion
to hesitate in saying that my scntiments, as
expressed in the gpeech delivered in 1854,
have not been essentially changed, and that
the re-publication will give me pleasure, if
it will promote in any degree n measure so
necessary a¢ the Uniop of the Provinces.

Previously to that year, Canadian gentle
men bad deliberated on Conied:ration, but
the subject bad pot (as far as I know) been
distinetly presented to any Provineial Legis-
lature.

{Under the influence of & long eherished
haliet that union was indispeasable, if the
British North American Colonies were to
iurvish & copntry where British peopleshould
attain & position and cecupy & ficld of action
essential to the expansion and slevation of
m.d:ual communities, [ introduced the reso-

tiors which the speech prefaced, with the
parpose of keeping the important considera-
tson before the public, and eanguging atten-
tiom to it in our sister celomies not less than
in this province.

In 1857 the subject was brought under the
notice of the Colonial Secretary. in Londor,,
by Mir. Archibald aad myself, under the au-
thority of the Provincial Government,, and
for several years past it bas, in varied forms,
been presented to public natice in the Legis-
fature snd the press und on the platform ir
most of the Provinces, by leading public
wen, without distinction. And it is a source
of the highest gratification, that after the
long wd since Lord Durham propounded
the Unwia of these Colonies, that policy
«hoald meet the approval of the Imperial Go-
werament ; and that a Minister of the British
Cabinet shou!d, in Parliamert, now use, in{
allusion to the present scheme of Confede- |
wation, and those who advocate it, such
language as this:—

*“They have conceived a noble ambition : they
have designed to form, I veuture teo say, a nation,
tut not a vation divided from the allegiance they
wwe to the British Throve, nor scparated from
the institutions under which it is their pride to
hive ; nor estranged from the assoe ations and at-
tachments that biad (hew te the Mother Country
In a spirit of the most fervent loyalty to the Bri-
tish Turone, in a cluse.attaehment to the British
Crown, and in devotion te Dritish institutions,
they have desived toform all the North American
Provinces on the eustern coast into oue great
Coufederation.”

Injudging of the probability of a Union of
all she provinces being consummated the ob-
=tacle which ever seewmed most formidable,
was the indifference that might be expected,
cn the part.of Canada, to unite with com-
monitiepmuoh feebler than hersclf. Hence
the Unionof the maritime provinces was an

objectshat appeared (though probably with- |

out reasen) wore easily attainalle. It was
a measure valuable mn itself, and also as a
means towards the ultimate and higher ob-
jeot; but was not the iulfilment of the re-
querements of the caso; for this the combin-
wiion of the whele was requisite.

The apprehended indifference of Canada
has been removed in a very striking and un-
egpected manner ; but so far irom seeing
reason for prejudice against the wmeasure,

because Canada seeks Union frem an ap.|
preciation of its benefits to hersclt, that fact |

would seem to be an element of strength in
the com pacs.

Were this letter to be silent on the com-
parative schemes of legislative and confede-
rate union, my sentiments would be liable
to misapprehension, because in 1854 1 ex-

& strong prelerence for the former ;
ut.dt will be seeu that the resolutions then
sabmitted, by leaving the choice between
the two plans open for deliberation, execlud-
ed the idea that Legislative Union was deem-
ed a sive qua non.  The reasons which, in
1854, induced my preference for this form of
Union, bhave lost none of their force; al-
though I may not then have given quite as
much consideration to the obeacles to its
aceomplishment as I have since the question
kas come practically more near.  Then,
however, the necessity of supplying some
mode for meeting the wants of the country
wore convenient than legislation in a distant
rlisment was felt; and it will be remem-
red that | introduced about the same time
for this purpase, & Bill for the municipal in-
corporation of the counties, carclully elabo-
rated from the best precedents I could pro-
cure. s fortunes were inauspicious. The
Legislature gave it but a dubious existence,
lnniin‘ its operation dependent on acceptance
by the counties. The counties courteously
declined the boon of self-governwment it proi-
fered : half & county slone uccepted the
gift, and after a lew yearsrejectod it.

Thue, unaceeptable proved a measure
whieh is essential should the perfect political
amalgamation of the Provinces be effected ;
and it ie probable that the greater obstacles
would be found opposed to Legislative than
to Confederate Union. Bat if, after Con-
federation, the Legislatures of the several
Provinces should deem a closer connection
desirable, the way would be 88 open then as
now. -

At present, however, the aliernative is
not before us. It is known that Legislutive
Union is impossible, and the comparson be-
tween the two systems is without object.
The choice offered to the Legislatures ol the
Provinces is :

On the one hand.

Union under one government, giving to
British subjects in their confederate and
growing etrength & nationality worthy of
their origin, and a theatra of action such as
national espansion demands; where — ac
knowledging the sovereignity—maintaining
the iostitutions—cultivating ard perpetu-
uting the prinaiples of the paren: state—and
putting forth the energies of free wen, they
and their descendents may, under a gracious
Providence, have the rtunity of rising
to degrees of poiitical influenee, material
prosperity. intellectual and liteziry attain-
ment, religivus, educational sad woral pro-

and refinewent of taste and manpers,
wiiich cannot be reached in swall and gon.
sracted communities.

On the other hand is—

‘The ation of the pres:nt isolated
conditwa of the Province : and rich as she
is in muterigl benefits, and prosperous
within the limits which swall communities

ettaia, yet, few in numbers, weak in
strength, unegual to the development of her
own resources, unable to furniuz to her sons
prolessional edugation, or to retsin at home
her engergriming youth, she has little pros-
pect of the fugure beyond & dwarfd egistencs
and citimate sbeoi ptian inte the neighbour-
ing republie.

Une of these wust be eliosen, e other re
Jjected. There s no other alternative. My sen.
twents formed and pabliely advocated
through & quurter of u century, |cave me no
room ior delibcration now. To un old man,
idividually any decision is of small moment ;

come after, I dare not deny s national egis.
tence with i@ privileges und duties to my
descendants and my coyntrymen.

1 therefore uccept Conlederation as a great
benefit, whatever my tendencies in fayor ol
Legislative Union, and though they were
greater and more figed than they are.

There is another point requiring explana-
tion in connection with the republication of
my speech. C

The example of the United States was urg-
ed by me in '54 as strongly illus:rative of the |
advantages of Confederation. The civil war
that has since arisen, hasbeen supposed to af-
ford an argument in the opposite direction ;
but, as | think, without reason. If history
can teach anything, no Jesson is more plain
than that taught by the great contrast Le-
tween the imbecility of the United States,
after their independence was acknowledged,
and the bond was dissolyed that during the
war had held them together, and their won-
derful progrees and power after the constitu-
tion was adopted by which they were united.

That after three quarters of a century,
when thirteen States liad increased to thirty,
and three or four millions of people had
grown to thirty willions, a powerful section
possessing individuality end extensive powers
of State Legislation should desire separation,
was quite withjn the operation ol human
passions and interests ; and if it was necessa-
ry to meet thie desire with cannon balls then
the civ:l war might be an argument against
all confederations. But a peaceful separa-
tion might have taken place ; two prosperous
States might bhave occupied the place beld
by one before ; and in a few years the pa-
rent state, renewed by natural ircrease and
foreign accessions, have been prepared to
give off—when the necess'ty uros:, as it al-
wost inevitably will arise-—fresh offshoots,
and become a mother of mations. The sys-
tem of confederation would then bave prov-
ed itseli adapted for progression such as the
world had never seer,, and, adapted equally,
when reason and justice demanded it, for con-
traction. It must not therefore be charged
with consequences which forbearance and a
vegard for justice and equal rights would
have averted ; and we may hope that if in
distant time a grent coniederate nation of
Britouns should be placed in like circumstan-
ces, better regulated dispositions and the
warning lessons of this terrible civil war
stamyed on the page of history may lead to
the happier vesult of peaceful adjustment,
and the forination of new states.

The de' egates have, I think, improved on
the Am erican model in the distribution of
legisla (ive powers between the general and
local Governments,

Lt being my purpase to do little more than
"aake such explanations as the republication
of my speech requires to prevent my being
misunderstood, the details of the plan are not
within the purpose of this letter. 1 may.
however, say that as far as 1 can judge the
scheme propounded manifests an earnest de-
sire, with no small measure of success, to
secure solidity and endurance to the consti-
tution, and harwony in its action, and to do
impartial justice among the constituent mem-
bers, and 1 sensibly fecl that the Delegates
have well earned the praise for moderation,
forethought and ability in a case of great
comglication, delicacy and difficulty which
has been freely acorded to them by the
British Government, and in leading journals
in England. It would not besurprising that
some of the details wou'd beliable to eriticism,
or to improvement. It would be surprising
were it otherwise—the most perfect plan
would not commend itself al:ke to all minds,
and no plan can be perfect when diversified
| interests, E;ejudices, feelings and judgments
re(luire to be accommodated and harmonized.

n a case of such momentous and endur-
ing importance, it is well for each one, be-
fore touching the details, to settle firmly in
his mind, the great question—IsorLaTiON or
CoxreperatioN. 1f Confederation be thought
| bencficial, then the datails will be considered
{ in relation to the importanec of the object to
be attained, and the difficulties of adjusting
conflicting views. Matters temporary, or

The Houeo then regolvod jteelf into a Commn»"
tee of the whole vu the above Report—Ilon. Mx:l
Beer in the Chair. y

Hon. Mr. MeDonald presented the following
resolution, which passed in the aflirmaitve.

« Resolved, That the tender of Mr. Edward
Reilly, for publishing the Debates of this House
for the present Session, be accepted it being the
lowest.”

Hon. Mr. McDonald expressed his regret that
only two of the printers, whose papers he helieved
had a very limited circulation, had tendered for
publishing the debates.

Hen. Mr. Ramsay wished that some better ar-
rangement could be made for giving a greater
circulation to the debates. They bad been hither-
to confined to one or at the most to two papers.
He did not know whether it was for want of a
good understanding between the printers, but he
was aware that some of themn would not copy the
debates from another paper. Being from the
country he was awarethat the people took an in-
terest in this branch of the Legislature, and had a
desire to see the debates. If they were only to
ba published in the Herald, he thought they wmight
almost as well have no reporter; but if a small
sum were given tot he other printers for publish-
ing them, by d:d not think the eountry would be
dissatisfied. The printers filled up their papers
with notices of Holloway’s Pills and Ointment.
and other things of far less importance to the
country.

Hon. Mr. BEER thought that as only two of the
printers had considered it worth their while to
tender for printing the debates, they might, with
propriety, grant a small sum at the end of the
Session to the unsuceessful competitor, if he would
undertake to publish them in his paper.

Hons. Messrs. Atty. General. Anderson and
Dingwell expressed their concurrence in the pro
priety of the suggestion, and it was resolved ac-
cordingly.

House resumed.

REPORT ON EXPIRING LAWS.

Hon. Attorney General from the Committee
appointed to examine what Laws have lately ex-
pired, or are near expiring, presented the follow-
ing report :—

The Act 9th Vie., cap. 27, intituled “ An Aect
to make provision for the regulation of Seamen
on bourd of any ship or vessel owned i1 or be-
longing to Prince Edward Island, whilst such
ship or vessel shall be within the precinets of said
Island,” (continued by the 22ud Vie. cap. 9,) will
expire at the end of the present Session.

The Act 12th Vie., cap. 34, intituled *“ An Aect
for the appointment of Clerks te Justices of the
Peace, and to regulate proceedings had before
them,” (continued by the 22nd Vie. eap. 9,) will
expire at the end of the present Session.

The Act 21st Vie., cap. 15, intituled *“ An Act
to eontinue for eertain purposes the Seduetion
Act, and to make other provisions in lieu thereot
as regards all future actions,” (continued by
22ud Vie., eap. 9,) will expire at the end of the
present Session.

The Act 22nd Vie., cap. 8, intituled *“ An Act
for regulating the size and quality of fish barrels
and tierces, and the weight of fish made up there-
in, and for the appointment of fish inspectors ;
also to regulate the inspection of pickled fish for
sale within this Island, and to repeal a certain
Act therein mentioned,” will expire at the end
of the present Se-sion.

The Act 24th Vie., cap. 13, intituled ““ An Aect
to authorize the appointment of Hog Reeves i
certain distriets in this Island, and to prevent the
going at large of Swine within the sawme,” will
expire at the end of the present Session.

The Act 19th Vie., eap. 1, intituled “ An Aet
for raising a Revenue,” (coutinned with eertain
exceptions by 27th Vie., cap. 1,) will expire on
the Ist day of May next.

The Act 27th Vie., eap. 1, intituled “ An Act
for raising a Revenue,” will expire on the first
day of May next.

On wmotion, it was ordered that the above ro-
port be laid on the table.

Adjourned till Mounday next at eleven o'clock.

Moxpay, Mareh 6.

Hon. Mr. Henderson, on behalf of the Hon.
Mr. Goff, asked leave of absence for the latter
gentleman till Wednesday next. Leave granted

Hon. Mr. McLaren, a mewber of the Govern-

had oceupied 80 columns in the Momtor last
year, and at the rate which the parties had ten-
dered for publishing them, it would cost about
the sum he had named. 1t was not likely they
would be any longer this year. s

Hon. Mr. yumf» would go so far as to let it be
understood that they would give £10 to the pro-
prietor of any newspaper who would publish the
debates in full, and in preasonable time; but be
would not hold out any inducement by expecta-
tions of any larger sum. 1f they were half paud
from the public funds, be thought the NM_‘““"“'
popularity which their papers WUUld'me”'- and
consequently the increased number of subscribers
wonld amply compensate them for publishing the
debates. { this arrapgement were made, he
thought it would be a wore popular movewent
than to select and subsidize any particular paper.

Hon. Mr. Ramsay thought that if they gave
anything to the proprietor of one paper, they
should give to all. e did not see bow tuey could
wmake a distinction. r

Hon. Mr. DINGWELL said he agreed with the
last speaker, that they could not make a distine-
tion, and if their honors thought proper to give o
small suw to each of the papers, he weuld not
object to it. It appeared that the country could
not get the debates unless their publication were
paid for out of the public funds.

Hon. Mr. ANDERSON observed that there were
six papers published 1w Charlottetown, and even
if they were to pay five for publishing the debates,
still some part of the Island might be deprived ol
the privil-ge of seeing them. He would like to
see the papers all put upon the same tooling.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL observed lln_At h_t'
was not present at the commencement of this
discussion, but the arrangement for the publica-
tion of the debates, as far as it had been arranged
—was, that oue of the tenders had been aceepied,
and it was agreed to give a small sum to the
other person who had tendered if he would pub-
lish them in his paper. It had been mentioned
by sowe of their honors that they did not deew it
necessary to give anything to the proprietors o
papers who did not consider it worth while to
tender for their publication. 1t rested pretty
wuch with the proprietors of the papers thew:-
selves whether they would publish the debates o0
rot. He was sorry that their debates did no!
appear to be of that character that would induer
the proprietors of papers to publish them withou!
being paid for doiug so out ot the public furds
He did rot know whether it was their fault, o
what the reason was, but he hoped the debates of
that Honse would be kept up in such a spirit as
would call forth a desire on the part of the news-
paper proprietors to give them publicity. If not,
he supposed that the fault would be attrjbutable
to themselves. He hoped, however, that the
apathy respecting their discussions  would
wear away, and that something attractive would
be found in them. But they should remember
that it was their constituencies that were wmosi
interested, and as they had no means of knowing
their sentiments with respect to the debates, for
it could hardly be expected that they would peti-
tion the House on the subject, therefore it rested
with themselves to devise such means as would
give the people an opportunity of secing what
their representatives iu this branch of the Legis.
lature were doing. It it was the desice of theil
honors to give a small sum to the proprietors of
the papers for publishing the debates, he would
not offer any objection ; but he did not see that
they could name any specific sum at that time
It wight be left till the end of the Session, and if
the debates were fuliy and fairly published and
properly kept up, he would be willing to give the
publishers a fair remuneration.

Hon. Mr. HENDERSON said he for one would
wish to deal fairly and generously with the public
press, both personally and in a publie capacity ;
but, at the same tune, he would not forget his
responsibility to his constituency ; and would en-
deavor to keep within due bounds in expending
the public money, whether in a contingent form
or by specific grauts. Neither would he like to
put the serews upsn any of the printers; and
when the priec of paper was high, and printing
expensive, he would not desire them to do any-
thing unreasonable. But if they undertook to
publigh the debates, they shouid do so fairly and
with full justice to individual members, whether
their sentunents were agreeable to the printers

ment, by command of IHis Excellency the Lieut.
Governor, presented to the House a large number
of Public Despatehes and other Documents, on
various subjects, the most importaut of which
were those relating to the proposed Confederation
of the British North American Colonies, and to
the state of the Militia Laws of this Isiund. The
docuwents referred to were severally read a first
time, and made the order of the day for Thurs-
day next.

A message was brought from the House of As-

comparatively inferior, or that may be sub-
sequently adjusted, or that must be sacrificed |
for the sake of attaining the object, will not|
| be allowed to disturb the judgment; and, |
{finally, it is a great security that the whole|
will undergo the scrutiny and revision of
| sagacious und far-seeing statesmen in Eng-
| land, having no interest but the public good,
|aided by the local knowledge of able Colonial
| public men.

This is no small affair, the izfluences of
{ which will die away with the excitement of
|its discussion—no thing of petty politics,
| reaching no further than personal interests—
| no matter of party strife. Our country and
| 1ts destinies,our descendants and their future,
are the suhjects—and the consideration should |
be approached with an earnestness, and the |
decision made under a sense of responsibility |
not to be exceeded by the most solomen
religious daty.

1 am, dear sir,
Very truly yours,

J. W. Joussrox.
To P. S. Mamirron, Esq.
Chief Commissioner of Mines, &e.

COLONIAL LEBISLATURE,
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Fripay, March 3.

Tenders for printing and binding Journal.

Hon. Mr. Beer, Chairman of the Committee
appointed to receive tenders for printing and
binding the journal of this House for the present
Session, reported that they had recvived three
tenders for printing and binding, and one for
binding aloue, viz: One from Mr Edward
Reilly, offering to perform the work for the sum
of 45s. per sheet ot eight pages, and to bind each
vol. for 3s. 9d.  Oue from Mr. Heary Cooper,
offering to perforin the work for the sum of 46«
3d. per sheet, and to bind each vol. for 2s. 6d.
One from Mr. F. W. Hughes, offering te perform
the work for 47s. 2d. per sheet, and to biud each
vol. for 3s. 6d. And one from Mr. Daniel
Bethune, offering to bind each vol. for 2s Gd.

The House then resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of the whole ou the above Report—Hon.
Mr. Beer in the Chair.

Hou. Mr. McDoNaLp.—The tender of Mr.
Reilly, as I understand, is 45s. per sheet for
printing. and 3s. 9d. for binding. Now, there
will probably be about twenty sheets of eight
pages each, which would be £45 for printing ;
and binding 75 copies, the number required, at
3s. 9d. each, would be £13 2s. 6d., waking in all
£58 28.6d.  The tender of Mr. Cooper would be
£45 5s. for printing, and £9 7s. 6d. for binding,
waking £55 12s 6d. for the whole, or £2 10s.
less than the tender of Mr. Reilly. I therefore
beg leave to subwit the following Resolution :

** Resole-d—That the tender of Mr. Henry
Coaoper, for priuting and binding the Journal of
this House for the present Session be accepted,
as it appears to this Cowmittee to be the lowest
tender.”

House resumed.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eleven o’clock.

SATURDAY, Mareh 4.

Hon. Mr. Beer from the Committee appointed
to wait upon His Excellency to ascertain at what
time he would be pleased to receive the address
in answer to the Speech, reported they had dis-
charged the duty assigned them. and that His
Exeellency had been pleased to say that he would
receive the address of the Council that day at ten
minates before twelve o'clock, in the Legislative
Library.

At ten minates before twelve o’clock the Coun-
¢il waited upon His Excellency, in the Library,
and presented their Address, to which His Ex-
cellency was pleased to make the following reply :

“ Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the
Legislative Council,

“1 thank you for your address,

# You may rely on my cordial co-operation in
your endeavors to prowote the joterests of this
1sland.”

Hon, Mr. Beer, as one of the Trustees of the
Lunatic ssylum, presented the Annual Report of
that Institytion for the past year, which was re-
ceived and laid on the toble.

Hon. Mr. Anderson, by leave, presented a peti-
tion of Julia Hyut, Bt. Eleanor’s, praying for re-
wmuneration a8 a sehool teacher—Ilaid on the table.

Hon. Mr. McLareu, & member of the Govery-
ment, presented the Blis Book for the year 15363
also, the sewi-annual returns of the Bank of
Prince Edward Isluud, past year.

Hon. Mr. Beer, from the Committee appointed
to nake arrangewents for the publication of the
debates of this House for the present Session, re-
ported that they had received two tenders, viz:
Oue from Mr. Heury Cooper, offerieg to perform
the work for 31s. per sheet of losr puges, 1s. per
eopy for binding, and to publish the sywe in the
Monitor wewspaper for the sum of 3s. per column.
Aund one from Mr. Edward Reilly, offering te per-

but as . member of the community, in the
ex reie> of my best judgment, on s question
ot witsl interest to ull of as wnd those who

form the work for 308, per sheet of foyr pages,
to publish in the H newspaper at the rate of
% Ud. per columu, aud to stitch eack cupy fur 6d.

| expense.

sembly by the Hon. Col. Gray, requesting this
House to appoint a Committee to join a Cow-
mittee which bad been appointed by that House,
consisting of the Hon. Messrs. Gray, Longworth,
J. C. Pope, Coles, Heneley and Mr. Haslam, to
keep up a good correspondence between the two
branches of the Legislature during the present
session.

A committee was accordingly appointed by
this House for that purpose, consisting of the
Hons. Messrs. Attorney General, Me¢Douald and
Ramsay.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eleven o'clock.

Tuespay, March 7.

Hon. Mr. Ramsay presented a petition of cer- |

tain inhabitants of Prince County, praying for a
Charter or Act of Ineorporation to establish a
Public Bank at Summerside. Read and laid on
the table.

PUBLICATION OF DEBATES.

Hon. Mr. Lord calied the attention of the
House to the publication of their debates for ge-
neral cireulation,

Hon. Mr. Beer stated that arrangements had
already been made, he believed, in the absence of
his honor (Mr. Lord), for their publication.
Tenders had been asked for, and only two of the
printers, viz,, Mr. Reilly and Mr. Cooper, had
responded to the call.  Mr. Reilly’s tender, hav-
ing been the lowest, was accepted; but the House
hiad come to an understanding to give Mr. Cooper
a swall subsidy, the amount of which would be
determined at the end of the Session, if he wonld
undertake to pubhsh thew in his paper also. Mr,
Reilly, besides publishing the debates in pamphilet
forw, as usual, would publish them in the Herald,
80 that they would appear in two papers at least.

Hon Mr. ANDERSON was willing to go further
and give a small sum to the proprictors of the
other papers if they would publish the debates,

Hon. Mr. DINGWELL agreed with their honors
wio had spoken, that the debates and proceed
ings of this House should be made known to the
public; but at the same time it was the duty of
their hounors to guard against aly unnecessary
The Debates ot this House, as well as
of the House of Assembly, should be o inierest-
ing to the country as to induce the proprietors of
the several newspapers published in town to pub-
lish them without much remuneration from the
Legislature. He was under the impression that
there was an under tanding between the several
printers not to publish the debates unless they
were well paid for it, sud Le did not know if they
could do otherwise this session than to allow thew
some remuneration. He did vot thiuk, boweyer,
that they should ask for any figed sum. They
should have sufficient eonfidence in the honor and
Lonesty of the House to leave the matter in their
hands to give them a fair equivalent for the work
performed. He would like to see the debates
seut to every part of ths country, and they were
plncrd in an awkward position, for they could
not give the public the information they desired
unless they voted away the people’s money for
that purpose. It was the duty of the House to
choose that course which would give most satis-
faction to the publie.

Hon. Mr. Beer understood that there was a
proposal made to the House of Assembly by
sume of the priuters to publish their debates at
10s. per column. The Debates of the Council
oceupied about 80 columis in the Monitor last
year, and at the rate named would have cost
£40, besides publishing them in pamphlet form.
The tenders for printing the debates of the Coun-
cil this year were 2s. 6d. and 3s. per column, re-
spectively. He would like to have the debates
seit to the country, but they should look to the
maunner in which they were spending the public
money. Arrangements had already been made
to have them published in two of the papers, but
he could not say whether they had a very exten-
sive circulation.

Hon. Mr. Ramsay said he did not feel satisfied
with the way in which the debates and proceed-
ings of the House were published ; neither was
he inclined to coax the printers, or to pay them
a large amount for publishing them ; as he thought
they should let their subseribers know what was
deiog in the Legislature without being paid for
it out of the publie funds  People 1 the country
were anxious to know what their representatives
were doiug, and when they went to the Post
Office for their papers, and found that they did
not contain any legislative news, they were dis-
appoiuted. He thought the people should not
support newspapers which did not publish the
detntel; and Le, for one, had told one of the
newspaper proprietors that he would withdraw
his support frow his paper unless he published
the debates. Tha papers were filled up with
notices of pateut mesicme- and other matter
which the people did not eare anything about, to
the exclusion of that in which they felt a deep
interest, and he did not think it was using the.r
supporters well.

Hon. Mr. MeDo~ALD said he would like to see
the debates published in the [slauder and Ezami
mer, as those papers had g large and general cir
culation. The papers in which they were to be
rubli-hed had probably a good eirculation, but

o

ht they were confined to partieylar loca. | &8

lities. He would not object to giving £10 or
£12 to each of those papers if they‘;w:f‘ publish

| themselves or otherwise.  He had reason to
| complain on this ground himself. Perhaps he
was too fond of making long speeches, and yet
| perhaps it was not so much from their length,
| but some of them were published in fly sheets 1n-
| stead of the Exzaminer, which he considered gnite
| unfair. His constituency would like to see whe-
| ther he was right or wrong as well as other of
| their honors. It he had passed strictures upon
| the proprietor of uny paper, or had thought pro-
| per to animadvert upou his conduct in his pubhe
| or political capacity, he had done so under a sense
| of duty, and he cousidered thal he was entitled

to have his remarks read through the eountry,
[ %0 that the people might pass a verdiet upoun
{them, If they were wrong, let the verdict be ac-
cordingly.  All their honors should have an equal
interest in dewanding that justice shouid be done
to their speeches, and if anything wers granted
for their publication this year, he hoped it would
{ be with an understauding that they wounld be pub
lished fully and fairly. If their speeches were
tolerated on the floor of the House they should
be published.

Hon. Mr. Ramsay said that if the debates of
the Couneil and these of the House of Assembly
for last year were compared, it woald be seen
that there was very little difference between
them with regaad to length, while the latter cosi
nearly £100 more than the former.

Hon. Mr. Lero said that his honor the Attor-
ney General had alluded to the apathy which waz
manifested by the printers respecting their de-
bates, and perhaps it was their own fault if they
were not doing anything to make thew wterest-
ing. He thought his honor who had just spoken
(Hon. Mr. Henderson), and who was a member
of the Government, would have given them some
| information as to what measures were likely to
be brought before the House. If they could not
get up the steam, and wake somethmng like
speeches, it would be very little use to vote
wmoney for publishing their debates.  If his honor
the Attorney General were in the place he was
last year -he would ask for some work, and he
thought it was the duty of wewmbers of the Go-
vernment to give the Hause some information on
this point.

Hon. Mr. ANDERSON observed that it was
competent for his honor who had just spoken, as
well as any other member of the House, to mtro-
duce a bill, providing it were not a money bill.

Hon. Mr. DINGWELL said it was the first time
he had heard that there was any dissatisfaction
with regard to their speeches not being fairly
published It certainly was the right, as well as
the duty, of every member of the House to see
that justice wonld be done in that respect; and
iie regretted that the publisher of any newspaper
should misrepresent any mewber. Every mem-
ber should have a fair hearing, and his sentiments
should go to the country.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eleven o’clock.

IIOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS IN ANSWER
TO THE LIEUT. GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
AT THE OPENING OF THE SESSION.
(Centinued.)

Mr. Duxcan.—I wonder where we are to
go to find an anti-Union party ; it ie not to
the Cppesition, for some on that side are
strongly in favor of Union. [ think it is
quite ou* of place to discuss this question
now, and for my rarl 1 will oppose the
amendment. 1 shall not fail, however, at
the proper time, to state my strong objections
to the proposed scheme of Confederation.

Hon. Mr. Cores.—I did not expeect that
the hon. member for Murray Harbor would
support my resolution—he could not be sup-
pused to agree with any person of liberal
principles. Perhaps we cannot get an anti-
Union party in this House ; bat let us take
the matter to the country, and probably then
the hon. member for New Glasgew, or the
hon. member for Tryon may be calied upon
to form a Government. 1 am sorry that 1
had to differ with the late leader of the Go-
vernment, since he exerted himself to procure
my appointment on the delegation.

Hon. Col. Gray.—When did the hon.
wmember differ with me. for I never heard him
express any difference of opinion at the Con-
ference ?

Hon. Mr. CoLes.—I stated at the Confe-
rence when they refused my proposition with
regpect to the Land Question of this Coleny,
that they might as well strike Prince Edward
Island out of the constitution altogether.

Hon. Col. Gray.—I never heard any such
declaration from the hon. member in the
Conference. L ’

Hon. Mr. CoLgs.—=The hon. member, then,
might bave heard it, fof not being very well
pleased, 1 made the statement loud enough
Lecan tell him,also, of another point on
which we differed, namely, the constitution
of the upper branch of the proposed Federal
Legislutuge.

Hon. Col. Gray.—[ am unable to tell on
what point we were not unanimous, for af
there was one delegate at the Conference
more ardently in fayor of Union than myself,
it was the hon. member. I was not aware
that therz was any difference of opinion
which was not mutaal to the [sland dele.

tes.
Hon. Mr. Cors.—I ¢an positively state
that the bon. member said in the Conference

thew. The debates of the Counell, it sppesred,

that in Pricce Edward Island they were op-

d to the principle contained in the reso-
ucion which | moyed, viz, that the members
of the Legislative Council should be appownt-
ed by the Local Legislatures.

Hon. Col. Gray.—But 1 positively say
that this was not the case. How could I'say
that the people of Prince Edward Island
were opposed to such a principle, when
their opinion was not taken on the subject.

Hon. Mr. Cones.—By the majority of
their delegates who were present.

Hon. Col. Gray.~The hon. member knows
that each Province had one voice at the
Conference ; and as leader of the Govern-
ment, it was my daty to vote for this Colony.
When four of our delegates were opposed to
any resolution, 1 was required to say that
Prince Edward Island was agaiust it, and the
contrary, if the majority were in favor of
the proposition. This was the way in which
the question was put; and a majority being
opposed to the hon. member’s resolution, | had
to say Prince Edward Island was against it.

Hon. Mr. Cougs —It is admitted then
that there was a difference of opinion on this

oint. On the financial vote Prinee Edward
sland was unanimous ; but this 18 not th
question now before the Committee.  With
reference to the remark of the hon. member
for Murray Harbor that no Government
could be formed on anti-Union principles—

Mr. Duncan —What | stated was to the
effect that no Government could be formed
on that principle from the present parties,
without dismissing some of their supporters
The Government is not a Union Government ;
if it were 1 would not support it.

Hon. Mr. CoLes.—The hon. member appa-
rent'y does not wish to censure the Govern
ment for what it has done in appointing a
Unionist ; but [ think the case has veen very
well stated by the hon. member from New
Glasgow, that it is dangerousto have so many
Uniomsts in the Executive, for if delegates
have to be sent Lome, they may appeint
those who are stroagly disposed to favor the
proposed Confederation, and therefore com-
wmit the country to the scheme. There are
several acts of the Government during the
past year to which Lobject; Lut the appoint-
ment under consideration is one of which 1
entirely disapprove. When the question of
Union comes up again perhaps my hon. friend
on the right (Mr. Whelan) w:ll place the Go-
vernment in an awkward position by moving
a resolution in favor of the scheme.

Hon. Mr. WnHELAN.—My hou. friend on the
left (Hon. Mr. Coles) seems very anxions to draw
me out on the present occasion. I, however,
shall say only a very few words.  This discussion
[ counsider as altogether irrelevant, because the
question of Confederation must come up again
when the papers ou the subject are laid betore
the House. 1 will not, therefore, enter into the
merits of the scheme at present, thougn I am not
at all disposed to evade any responsibility which
attaches to me in the matter. 1 have no desire
to act one part in Canada and another in Prinee
Edward Island, (llesr, from Hou. Col. Gray.)
Lboeugh the delegates from this Colony did uot
get all they eould wish, yet 1 was not disposed
to throw aside a great question, and one which 1
shall be prepared in due time to show will Lo for
the advantage of this Island. The amendinent of
wy hon. friend on the left, was brought forward,
[ imagine, to show his opposition to the Union
scheme at the earliest possible period ; and per-
haps to show that he is still in opposition to the
Government.  With respect to the latter, I will
ever stand true to my party, when the local poli-
ey of the Government 1s opposed to my well un-
derstood principles; but on the question of Con
federation I cannot shut my eyes to the fact,
which has presvnled itselt to sowe of the greatest
winds on the eontinent, that it is one of such mo-
wentous importance as to call upon us to act
upon it without reference to old party predilec-
tions.  Should the Government, then, be prepared
to introduce a weasure to give effect to the Re
port of the Quebee Conference they shall have
my bearty support.  Oue of the reasons assigned
by my hon. friend for submitting the amendment
before the Cowunttee, was that he wished to
show the people of the other Provinees that this
House was not in favor of a Union of the Colo-
nies. But I behieve the course which e has taken
will have the contrary effect to what he intended.
He ought to bave chosen another time to show
tus opposition to Union, for hon. members on the
other side of the House eannot be expected to
support his motion, although they may agree
with him in his opposition to Contederation, con-
sequently the division on his resolution will be
such as to lead the people of the other Provinees
to suppose that the Conlederation seheme is not
very unfavourably received by this House. It is
not my place or wy intention to defend the Go-
vernwent, but it appears to mwe to be a most inju-
dicious proceeding on the part of wy hon. friend to
single out a particular appoistment on which to
censure the Administration.  1f we are to ubject
to the policy of the Government, let us do it on
general grounds.  For my part, I may state that
I approved of the appoimtment of the Solicitor
General—not that I say it ought to have been
made at this particular time, for [ bold that the
Government should have had firziness enough to
tell their prineipal Crown Officer to resign, and
thus save them the necessity of resuscitating an
office which has beecome obsolete and unveces-
sary. This is the course which I think they
ought to have pursued. But to osject to the ap-
pointment of the Hon. Solicitor General, because
he has expressed hself in favor of Coufeder-
ation, is a proceeding of which 1 cannot approve,
I rather hold it as one reason why he should be
appointed. This view is strengthened by the fact
that the other gentleman appointed at the same
time as Solicitor General, 1s opposed to Union.
With regard to the second appointmeunt, I think
the Government might have selected a person
having stronger political claims on their party;
but I will not censure them for the appointment
oi: the ground of his opposition to Union. This
question of Confederation is one which should be
viewed in all its future bearings, and the Govern-
ment will doubtless make known their poliey
respeeting it, when the papers on the subject
come up for covsideration.  Since Iler Majesty's
Secretary of State for the Colonies has recom-
mended them to give the scheme effect, they can-
not well treat it with indifference, much less op-
position.  When the proper time arrives 1 will
be prepared to enter into the merits of the
question. I have had no opportunity, through in-
disposition, to express my opinions on the sub-
jeet at any public meetings, exceps some held in
my own district; and when it comes up here 1
shall regard it as wy duty to assume all the respon-
sibility which attaches to my conduet in the mat-
ter, as well as to deal with every feature of the
question. I would be glad were my hon  friend
to withdraw his amendmnent, as I consider it to
be too trifling a watter on which to divide this
hion. Committee,

Mr CoNroY.—Mr. Chairman, if party feeling
has not been sunk on this question in this House,
it has been pretty well laid aside in the country.
At Tiguish, a part of the district which I have
the honor to represent, where the people are very
wuch divided in their politieal opinions, my eol-
league and I lately attended a meeting, at which
every one appeared to be opposed (9 the proposed
Union. I never saw a tiwe when newspapers
were 80 much songht after, and the speeches de-
livered at public wmeetings so generally read.
The speech of the Houn. Solicitor General was
read in our part of the Island wirh great dissa-
tisfaction, aud his appointment to a seat in the
Executive is considered, in conscquence of his
decided Union sentiments, to have been very in-
judicious on the part of the Government. 1 know
that the country is dissatisfied with the appoint-
ment, therefore I have no hesitation m supporting
the amendment proposed by the hon. leader of
the Opposition.

Hon. Mr. HENSLEY.—When [ eame into the
House this afternoon, Mr. Chairman, the resolu-
tion proposed by the hou. leader of the Opposi-
tion was on the table. I would rather it had not
beea brought forward, or, at Jeast, that it had
been put in another form ; but as he appears de-
sirous to press it, every member must say either
yea or uay. The question on whieh we are re-
quired to vote is, should the hon, Sulicitor Gene-
ral bave been appointed to a seat in the Execu-
tive ? Notwithstanding all the respect which I
entertain for the hon. gentleman alluded to, yet,
considering his extreme views in fuvor of Uunion,
and the excited state of the country on the ques-
tion, I consider the Government would have stood
better with the people had his appointinent not
been made. When I previously addressed you,
Mr. Chairman, I stated my intention to submit a
resolution expressing regret that the Governwent
had not declared its policy on the question of
Confederation. Though 1 have abausdoned the
idea of proposing a miotion to that efiect, yot I
wust state, that as this subject is vne of the most
momentous which has ever come before the econ-
sideration of the Legislature, [ think the Govern-
ment ought to bhave given some decided expres-
sion of opinion upon it. I believe there is suffi-
cient information before the public to have war-
ranted such an expression of cpivion. It is all
very well to say that a wmajority of the wembers
of the Government hive ade speeches against
Unien; but they ought to have come out as a Go-
vernwent with some decided deelaration in re-
gard to the question. What inforination ean be
gathered from such speeches when we find them
bere contradicting each other 8s tu the tendency
of their remarks. Even some of the speeches

iven in Canuda, we are told, sre uot to be un.

eistood in that sense which we would take to
be their natural meaning. J will vote for the
awendment ; but in so doing I disclaim any perso-
nal objeetions to the hon. gentleman to whom it

refers. 1 bave, on the contrary, a very high
respect for him. The hon. wember from Murray
Harbor has stated that he will support the para-
graph and not the amendment. I bave heard him
express strong sentiments on the question of
Union—stating that the man who supported the
scheme must be almest a lunatic. 1f he is not
sorry that a person of this description ghould be
appointed to a seat in the Gsvernment, then 1
pave nothing more to say. (Laughter.) :

The question was then put to the Committee
by the chairman :

For Mr. Coles’ amendment—Honorable Messrs.
Coles Kelly, Thoruton, Warburton, Hensley,
Laird, Messrs. Sinclair, Conroy, Walker—7.

Against it—}ons. J. C. Pope, Longworth, Col.
Gray, Col. Seeretary, Davies, Kay, Speaker,
Whelan; Messrs. Ramsay, Brecken, Montgomery,
Haslam, Green, McLellan, Duncan—15.

Progress was then reported, and the House
adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow.

CORRESPONDENCE.

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT AT HALIFAX

HavriFax, N. S, March Gth, 1865.

Dear Eraminer—

The * assembled wisdom” of this Provinee are
now, and have been i session for the past three
weeks, and the metropolis has consequently re-
ceived quite an influx of sewi-civilized sages from
the various counties.  If the proposed confeder
ation would have the effect of improving the quali-
ty ot our representatives in Parliament, it would
be a rather strong argument in favor of it. The
House of Assembly meets daily ; but as yet scarce-
ly anythiug worthy of mention has emenated
from the dehberations of Parliament. Local
matters have almost entirely engrossed attention,
and [ am very happy te perceive that as yet par-
tyism spirit has not wanifested itself, and a great
deal of business of advantage to the country gen-
erally has been tracsacted.  The Confederation
documents were laidgon the table last week, and
sowe of the Opposition members, wore especiaily,
seem ““ eager for the fray.”” Itis probable the
expected debate on the subjeci will soon take
place, when the schewme is prelty sure to geta
thorough ventilation.

Meauwhile both upoer and lower Branckes are
flooded with petitions agaiust the Union, signed
by fabulous numbers of people. This is but natu-
ral, however, as the opponeuts of any measure
are always far more energetic in their exertions
than its supporters, who iu the preseunt case are
content to let things take their course, coutent to
know that confederation is a good thing for the
country, and that the people will eventually be
brought to see it in that light. l\lu_nfm'er, judg-
ing from appearances, the oppositicn to the
scheme is not nearly so virulent as it was a month
ago, and serious consideration is in wany winds
taking the place of hasty decision  As I said be-
fure, there will undoubtedly be an appeal to the
country on the questiou—when, is a watter of
doubt.

Great attention is being paid in the Legislature
to the agricultural interests of the Provinee. It
is proposed to hold exhibitions, import improved
stock, and establish an agricultural journal in our
widst.  Many of our legislators are practical
farmers, and they are deterwined wot to lose
sight of the farming interest. Au interesting de-
bate on the subject took place a few days ago,
when hon. mewbers debated eloguently upon the
qualities of different breeds of horses, cows, pigs,
the application of wanures, and sundry other sub-
jeets of vast importance to the country. It was
stated by one member, that a cow in his posses-
sion had in thirteen years produced $2,600 worth
of wilk. This 18 svmething rather remarkable.
An agricultural Bureau isalso talked of.

In the local papers very little is to be read of
except Contederation. Every little irifle is eager-
ly pounced upon by the enthusiastic rdvocates for
or against the Unicn ; and mdlebills ure magnified,
into mountains, and wountains diminished to
mole hills, $v suit the eircumstances of the case
and bear out the vieas of the eontra. ** Truth’
is crowded out of this issue,” said a western edi-

———

'm) doubt there were
| throughout the Islund.

March 1st, 1865 A TRAVELLER,

S

ANTI-UNION MEETING AT DUNDAS,

A large and respectable i i
tants of Dundas, m 55, “':nwht:-’;: :{ tli?: e
house there, on the 3rd Mareh instaut, for the
purpose of taking iuto consideration thr;a mwed
Juion of the B N. A, Colonies  Op nu:l.':n of
Thomas Clay, Exq . scconded by Mr. Daniel M
Donald, and earried urammously, Mr, R, l(cLe:

was chosen chairman. and D,
lected an Seeretary. - o ”

After several uble saeeches w, d
the disadvantages that would p.:.'h:b"l,vi'm:

P. E. Island from the omed Uni
ing Resolutions were uz:?hwdl;n;”rrﬂ' 'M:‘-‘-d—m-

Moved by Maleohn 1at E second-
ed by Mr. Petor MeLeods o™ L09-40d

Resolved —That as the House of Assembi
in session, it is expedieit that the npeln:.:v:::(
the people should ascertain the general views of
their constitueuts Upon the said Union,

Moved by Mr. Daniel McDonald and seconded
by Mr. Norman Shaw :

Resolved—That the action of the Delegates i
senting to an Usion of P. E Island with the :b.:
Provinces, on the terms laid dow the Report of
the Queoec Conference, is deserving of the condem-
nation of all good and patriotic P. E. Islanders,

Votes of thauks ‘o the Chairman and the
Secretary were passed, with three hearty cheers
for Her Majesty the Queen, then the i
closed. 1. LAMONT, Secretary,

— ———
Che Examiner,
Charlottetown, March 20. 1865*

THE LEGISLATURE.

IN answer to the every day enquiry which falls
upon our ears—** What is doing in the House of
Assembly 7"—we regret to slate that we ecar
wake no satisfactory aaswer. If our readers are
curious to kuow what has been done in the House
during the past week, we respectfully refer them
to the “ Summary of Proceedings ™’ published in
these columne. 1t wili be seen that the business
“ despatched ” bas baen chiefly of a routine
character—some expiring laws renewed, some
bills of a local aud private nature passed through
several stuges, and reports of Cowmittees pre-
pared and received. There not being a full
House during the week, owing to the absence of
several members at the Georgetown Court, the
question of Confederation was wot submitted for
discussion ; but it will be very likely to engage
the attention of the House this week. y

Ou Friday the Estusates were brought down,
and a few votes were passed in Cowmittee of
Supply. It appears that the Government,
flushed by the appesrance of their good re-
venue during the past year, intend to spend
this year, with a lavish hand, the acenmulated
taxes of their constiiuents. The sum of two
thousand five hundred pouuds bas been voted for
a wodel farm, which may confer some advantages
on a few farmers in Queen’s County, and will cer-
tainly afford a snug berth as keeper of the farm to
a weedy friend of the Governmeut; but we are
ufraid the agrienlturists of the Island generally
will not get a fair return for their proportion of
| the taxes neccssary to wmake up this unusually
1 large grant —The roacs and bridges are provided
’ for to the extent of over twelve thousand pounds.

nany snch meetings gy g T

tor, when announcing the reecipt of a communi- | oe o4 appropriation, though very large, we

cation bearing the above signature, and it is cery | - L2 y
wmuch to be teared that our Halifax journals ave | should ot emuplain tos severely, beeause the mo-

sometimes in' a siuilar predicament.

I perceive that in Newfoundland they deal
with the question in a very moderate spirit; an
the Government of that Colony have given an as-
surance that ne action shall be taken upon the
matter unti} the people are appealed to.  T'he At-
torney General, one of the Delegates, made a

in the House, and appareutly convinced a great
wany whe were wavering.  They do things seu-
sibly there.

Our gokd mines are still yielding abundantly,
and prowise, in conrse of a very few years, to
prove an hwmense source of revenue to the Pro-
vinee. A wagnificent specimen of the precious
wetal, in the shape of a solid bar, weighing 193
ounces, was exhibited in town this week. It
cawe from the Waverly Diggings, vnly about 15
wiles from Halifax, and s jvalued at $3.800.—
Reiractory P. E. Islanders, think of the wealt
you may share, if your lot should luckily be thrown
i with that of Nova Secotia-=the eountry which
coutaing riches of sueh a chavacter, aud plenty
wore to be Fad for the seeking.

Quite a sensation bas been created by the au-
nounicement that the unlitia are to be called out
fur 23 successive days drll this year. They are
to be paid, it is understood ; and the Government
is going to come down handsomely in the wmatter.
The officers, being generally anxious to appear to
good advantage, are not averse to the projeet;
but the * high privates,” among whom yeur cor-
respondent ranks, are scarcely over-pleased at
the idea.  The tive days” drill was not very popu-
lar among the latter elass; and the way they used
to * strike for their homes,” when the order for
dismissal eawe, proved conclusively that in their
winds the domestic fireside was far preferrable

We are steadily moving on in the march of pro-
gress, and occasionally our City Fathers do a
good thing—perhaps inadvertently. A law which
goes wto effeet on the Ist of March provides that
in future Groeeries and Ligquors shall not be sold
i the same same establishient, and great is the
consternation thereat among the class whow its
operations affect. If iaithiully earried out,the
law will prove a boon; as many a poor unfortu-
nate creature, with money intended to procure
necessities for his family, canuot resist the temp-
tation to drink which otherwise perhaps he would
not be led into.

The weather is fine, and we have had no snow
for the past three weeks, and 1 all probability
will have but little more. Numerous projected
sleighing-parties have been postponed indetimitely
in consequence ; in fact, with the exception of
some indifferent skating, there has hitherto been
very little winter amusement.

In the Island, Confederation is manifestly gain-
ing ground. May it contioue to do so, until every
opponent of the measure shall be brought to see
the error of his ways, and admire the plan for
the creation of a great nation. So mote it be,

bt © Tl Bl
[FOR THE EXAMINER.]

You have no doubt read 2 very flourishing ae-

count ofan asti-Union meeting, held in the School
House, Lower Moutague, recently. The meet-
ing being organized, Mr. Dunean, M. P. ., rose
to address the meeting, and after reading sowe
extracts from the pens of Messrs. Palner and
Beer, without giving any practical opinion of his
own, coudemned the Union scheme; and, said
he, *“although I have eight plys of flannel on wy
chest, 1t fails to make we perspire in favour of
Tuion.” The hon. gentleman sat down, not awmid
cheers, but amid the beuches.
The Hon. Mr. McLaren next addressed the
meeting, and said he could not do better than en-
dorse what they had justheard from Mr. Duncan.
These, said he, are my opinions. The hon. gen-
tleman then referred to the Land Question, and
said although the Government had not done as
mtch as they expected, yet they had done all in
their power. When the Award failed, we sent
Delegates to England to see the proprietors face
to face, *and,” said he, “you know the resuit.”
We knew the result when the Public Accounts
came before the House. The proprietors sent
out the 15 years Purchase Bill, and told us to
pass that Bill without any waterial alteration,
and they would abide by the consequence, and,
said he, I believe a great many will become free-
holders under that bill. The hou. geutleman sat
down also amid the benches,

R Cameron, Esqr., next addressed the meet-
ing, and said be was in favour of a Union, but
from what they had just heard from their district
members, he supposed they were better without
it. He then said there were sowe local matters
he wished to notice, viz., the schoolmasters were
not sufficiently p2id, and Le hoped the hon. mew-
bers present would give it their best atteution,
He also wanted a Post Office established at Mr.
Aitkeu's. He then asked Mr. Duncan what be-
came of the monies that were collected at the
Laud Office for Government Deeds. There is a
large amount collected every year, and nothing
to show where the money goes. Mr. Dunecan, in
answer, said he belieyed the money weut iuto the
Treasury, but it was the duty of the Opposition
to see that the Public Accounts were cerrect.
Two resolutions were submitted to the meeting,

very uble exposition of the schewe, in his place |

to being engaged in “ striking for their conntry.” "

| mey appropriated for this branch of the publie
| service finds its way irto the pockets of a great
|many of our hard-werking industrious people,
[ while it serves to open up the esuwutry, and.keep
!our great thoroughtares in repair. Nevertheless
| there is reason to belizve that the most outrage-
ons jobbery is practised by several of the large
| staff  of Road Commissioners, whe, by in
{ direct, but most dishonest weans, take care that
| cousiderable suws of tve publie money shall fud
| t beir way into the pockets of the said Commis-
| sioners without any serviee being rendered for
| the monies thus abs trasted.  This is a very grave
i charge agaist Goverswent officials. It has been
| made in thesy eslumns many  times for the pur-
| pose of shewing the eorrnption which underlies
| the expenditare of our wenies for the road ser-
[viee. We shall zepeat tie elarge from time
| to time until the systess 13 altered ; and we Low
lmost deliberately deelave onr firm belicf—and
| we shall give proof for the faith that is in us on
| this point, it the Goverranent shall challenge ve to

B investigation-—that the management of the

| road serviee by eountiy commissioners is dis-
| graced by jobb ery, robbery aud eorruption, and
| that the public wweney is cousequently scanda-
lously misapplied.

There are several olher iteams in the Estimates,
| which appear to us as extravagant and vaneces-
sary, and upon which we sball eomment here-
after—the most objectivnable appear to us, the
and Volunteer Seivice, and an increase of oue
hundred pounds to the silary of the mewly made
Solicitor General. We cousider the public money
is misapplied in these caves ; and as soon as time
and space will favour ns, we shall endeavour to

give our reasons for thinking se.
—_————eE—————

CONCERT BY THE CHORAL SOCIETY.

On the evening of the day dedieated to the
Patron Saint of Ireland (Friday last), some of
the members of the St. Ceeilia Choral Society,
kindly assisted by two gentlemen not coupected
with the Society, gave a Coneert in St. Andrew's
“Hall in this city.  Although the evening turned
out very dark and wet, the audience was un-
usually large ; indeed we ~egretted there was no$
sufficient accommodation ‘or ull those who sought
adwission. Many of the most prominent mem-
bers of the community patrenised the Choral So-
ciety on this occasion, amongst whom we nuticed
His Lordship the Bishop of Charlottetown and
the Very Rev. Dr. McDeonald.

The following i a copy of the programme,
which was judiciously sele:ted from the works of
some of the best composers, together with the
names of the ladies and gentlemen who sang solos :
“8t. Patrick’s Day,” written especially for the
occasion mentioned, chorue. * 0! Steer my bark
to Eriv's Isle!” solo, sung by Miss Cenlan.
“Airs from Il Trovatore,” violin perigrmance
by Mr. Mountgomery. *“Ou! Erin, my country,”
solo, by Mr. Gaban. “Ch! don’t you remem-
ber,” duet, sung by Mss Conlan and Miss
Carroll, was loudly applauded and encored,
in respouse to which these young ladies rendered
well the song, “ When aight steals o'er the
plain.”  **The Old Backelor,” comic song by
Mr. Dorsay. * Hark to the sound of the distant
drum,” chorus. *Tramp -~ o’er moss and fern,”
chorus. “Farewell,and whenever you welcome the
hour,” solo, by Mr. Courcy, entbusiastically re-
ceived, and it being encored. Mr Conroy “brought
down the house” by rendering in pure brogue
“ Molly Branagan;” * Hark! Appollo strikes the
lyre,” sung in unison by Miss Carroll and Miss
Conlan. * Aunie of the Vale,” solo and chorus.
“ Viea Ultalia™ finely exccuted by Mr. Meont-
gomery. * Regina Celi,” chorus. “ God Save
the Queen.”

The members of this Siciety have, on many
oceasions, eutertained large audiences. But we
think we are justified 1n ssying that the Concert
last Friday evening surpussed anything of the
kind heretofore given by them. The different
parts wers well sustained. Notwithstanding the

b from this C rt of the well cultivated

condewning the Union scheme, and one eulogising
Mr. Palmer for his conduct while at the Confer-
ence, was proposed by R. Cameron, Esqr.

On motion that the Chairman leave the Chair,
the Chairman said he was glad to see 50 many op-
posed to the Union, for, suid he. I am far enough
north without going l.oq“bec. The meeting then
broke up, highly pruuec that they had given such

a deadly blow to the Unjon schems. On motion
thut the procgedings of the mesting be printed in
the * Monitor,’ they then uppoinied a Secretary to
tuke charge of the resolutions, and forward ft o
the printing office.

The meeting broke up without hearing one
tieul remark ngainst the Union scheme, and | have

and powerful voices of Mesers. A. Hermans and
P. Bowers, the Bass singers rendered their part
adwirably ; indeed they could scarcely do other-
wise, being led by Mr. Gahan, of whose ability as
avocalist may convincing proofs have been given.
The tenor, alto, and sopraco parts were equallly
well performned, especially the soprano. The
soft and touching welody of the voices of Mise
Conlan and Miss Carroll could not fail to have

been admired by the audience. The applause

vote for one thousand pounds towards the Militia i
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