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Good Readers, Good Books

There has never been an age like the|
present one in which books of every de-'

scription are available to almost everyone.
Excellent library systems put the world’s
books in the hands of anyone who cares to
read them. Cheap editions make it pos-
sible to build up at small expense private
libraries that would have been the envy of
the wealthy of previous generations. The
growing market for books and improved
techniques of publishing have resulted in a
veritable flood of books of every descrip-
tion.

As in any kind of a boom, there are
dubious developments. Publishers seeing
that universal literacy has opened up mar-
kets which did not previously exist are
tempted to apply the principle of the low-
est common denominator as a key for
widespread sales. It does not take long,
however, for boom psychology to settle
down into a more reasonable relationship
between demand and supply. The buyer
demands exactly what he wants and that

of the best quality. The vendor is not slow |

to adapt himself to the more discriminat-
ing market demand.

It is true in the book trade as in any
other that the buyer has the whip hand in
the long run. His tastes will be reflected
in the books that are offered. This is one
reason for readers wanting other readers to
appreciate the best in literature. It makes
it that much more readily available to
themselves. Not that their motives are al-
together selfish, for they know also that
when young people acquire a taste for good
literature they have gained a wealth of
pleasure and benefit.

Farm Price Indexes

During the past twenty-five years or so,
“Index numbers” have come into general
use for measuring the increase or decrease
of prices, production, or income, yet a great
deal of confusion exists as to their mean-
ing. For agriculture in Canada we have
several indexes, such as for the physical
juantity of products produced on Canadian
farms, the prices received by farmers, the
prices farmers pay for the commodities and
services they must buy, and for the whole-
sale prices of farm commodities.

The index of prices received by farm-
ers, and other indexes applying to agricul-
ture, are compiled by the Bureau of Sta-
tistics at Ottawa. The index of prices re-
ceived is a single figure representing an
average for prices of the numerous pro-
ducts raised on Canadian farms. All the
index numbers are based upon a specific
period, in this case the years 1935-39.

Actual prices, of course, are not com-
parable as between products because eggs
are sold by the dozen, butter by the pound,
wheat by the bushel, potatoes by the bag,
livestock by the hundredweight, and apples
by the box. Thus, a unit of cattle (100
Ibs.), is worth more than a unit of eggs
(a dozen). Similarly, it would not be of
any use to take one unit of each farm pro-
duct produced in Canada, add them up and
secure the average for the purpose of com.
paring it with an average similarly secur-
ed for the 1935-39 period. The result would
be meaningless because of the very great
variation in the quantities produced of
some products as compared with others.

Thus, as recently explained by F. M.

Schrader, of the Economics Division, Can.'
ada Department of Agriculture, this index|

is made up as follows: In order to aver-
age the prices of commodities, quoted in
different units and of' differing 1mportancs
in production, the individual prices were
weighted according to the average produc-
tion of the period 1935-39. For any given
year the index is the base period produc-
tion valued at current prices, compared
with the base period production valued at
base period prices. Therefore an index of
prices received will never indicate changes
in income, because the actual prodyction
of the current year is not considered. Such

* a price index would actually be more like-

ly to understate farm income, because low
prices are so often a reflection of high out-
put.
The index of prices paid for the com-

. modities and services used by farmers is

-constructed in much the same way. It in-

_ dicates only the changes in the average
~ price per unit of a fixed number of com-

#mpdmu and services used in farm produc~
‘tion. « Actually, in this case it Is a measure
the changes which have occurred inf the
 price per unit of the items which

|the base year. It is not a measure of the
1qctual costs of production, because the
weight or importance ascribed to cach price
is the same year after year and is based
upon a survey of farm costs carried out in
1938.

Gross farm cash income from the sale
of farm products, and net farm income, on
the other hand, are not calculated in re-
lation to-a base year. ' The gross cash in-
come is the total value of all farm pro-
ducts sold during a given period, and is
secured by multiplying the price per unit
by the total number of units of each com-
modity sold at those prices. Net farm
income is then computed by deducting
costs of production from gross cash in-
come. The costs of production are de-
termined by estimating the total quantity
of goods and services used in nroduction,
and multiplying by current prices per unit.
Thus, the cost of production estimate is
based on prices and quantities of the same
year, whereas the index of costs referred
to earlier, is a comparison of current
|prices of base period quantities with base
period prices and quantities.
| Net farm income has increased very
‘markedly, as compared with 1935-39, when
‘it averaged $325 million a year. In 1951
it reached the $2-billion level. Neverthe-
less, this comparison is not a true com-
parison, because a dollar in 1951 was not
worth as much as it was in 1935-39. If the
value of a 1951 dollar were reduced to the
value of the dollar in 1935-39, net farm
income in 1951 would be more like three
times, rather than six times that of the
five pre-war years.

U. S. Tariff Trend

Evidence continues to accumulate that
the business community of the United
States, and especially the great industrial
groups, have experienced a marked change
of heart on tariff policy. A particularly
striking sign of the times is the continuing
and determined campaign by Mr. Henry
Ford for a policy of low tariffs or free
trade.

Some recent calculations by Mr. Ford
are of considerable interest. He has esti-
mated that if the United States abandoned
all import restrictions, the increase in pur-
chases from abroad would approximate $25
billions. Naturally certain high cost in-
dustries would be hurt by the sudden ap-
pearance of competition; but, says Mr.
Ford, all of the industries which might suf-
fer from the resultant displacement of do-
mestic goods had in 1951 a gross product
of $4 billions—which is only slightly more
than one per cent of the gross national U.
S. product. These are arresting figures.
The question is of course whether the one
per cent should govern the ninety-nine per
cent to the national and international detri-
ment.

Mr. Ford's answer is blunt. Though no
friend of Government subsidies, he con-
tends that it would be better in hardship
cases to make direct Government loans or
grants or to provide comparable assistance
than to permit a few privileged groups o:
inefficient producers to block the develop-
ment of a rational, liberal trading policy.
Advocacy of this type, however challeng-
ing, will not of course sweep aside political
obstacles over-night but the mere fact that
{ such opinions are now greeted with so much
respect by businessmen long wedded to the
traditional Republican policies suggests that
the great U. S. debate is moving steadily
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lly endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

TEACHERS AND APPRECIATION

8ir,—I read with interest and
pleasure W. I Green's discussion
—"“Unrest Among Teachers”, the
sum of which appears in his topic.
He disapproves of teachers moving
about from school to school with
the present evident frequency, be-
lleving that students and children
are the better educated by having
the same teacher continuously for
“long” periods.

This could be so, but T am in-
clined to doubt its verity, under
our present system of education.
Again, though it might be good
for the school, it is not always
good for the teacher, and so we

lapse into a cycle argument—what
is good for the teacher, “with re-
spect to education”, must, neces-
sarily, be good for the school gen-
erally, because the teacher’s breadth‘
of thinking, culture and social re- |
action are contageous aniong the,
students and pupils that he or she !
teaches. |
But let me, first, mention that,
I agree to the condition whereby
no teacher should remain in one
school for less than a continuous|
period of two years—except where
worthy reasons interfere — because, !
in less time than that, he cannot
perform one good year's work, mn
proof of his potential abilities as a
teacher, Therefore both teacher
and pupils suffer a loss by the
change that takes place in less than
two vears. '
Again, the teacher, who, under
our present system of education,
remains indifinitely in a school, or
even for ten years at a stretch, is
likely to become narrowed in
breadth of appreciative abilities,
as well as thought, in concurrence
with the expansion or contraction
of the limits, that bound the so-
cial life of “one single commun-
ity”. He misses the powerfully
broadening influences that collabor-
ate to expand and refine culture.

and surely in a direction that must reas-

‘ roducers in other countries.

i sure p

EDITORIAL NOTES

The Income Tax Appeal Board has ask-
ed for trouble in ruling that an artist or
entertainer may deduct the cost of cos-
;tumes and make-up f{rom taxable income.
' The ladies, from receptionists to sales-
"women, will be claiming that their ex-
I penditure for these items was necessary in
order to earn their incomes.

L] " »

Poliomyelitis — infantile paralysis — will
become a disease of the past within the next
110 years, a Chicago doctor predicted before
a gathering of m:_'cos in St. Catharines,
Ont. The prayer of countless parents,
comments the Sydney Post-Record, Is thal
Dr. Morris Fishbein, medical author ‘and
editor, knows whereof he speaks. He had
better. Anyone who, for reasons of self-
importance and a yen for publicity, raises
false hopes about a “cure” for a dreaded
disease, is himself deserving of an unkind
fate.

Robert Owen, Welsh socialist, died this
date 1858. He was a precocious lad who
came to London and later moved to Man-
chester, He hecame the owner of success-
ful cotton mills and instituted a system of
co-partnership and also set up schools for
infants. His scheme attracted much atten-
stion and he made considerable efforts to
improve conditions of labour, particularly

(the Factory Act of 1819. His communist

“into farm costs in the year 1938,

I
o \

éd to be failures.

child labour. He was a prime mover of |thee,

settlements in England and America prov-;

by association with the people and
schools in different localities, ex-
tending over as great an area as
vossible—the greater the area, the

more varied the conditions, the
{better the teacher.

| I contend further, that )
teacher should be . permitted to

settle down in one community for
more than two years, continuously,
until he has travelled about for a
period of ten years, gaining ex-
perience, and broadening his views
with respect race, humanity and
society, to say mothing of psycho-
logy. Such period of probation
might be shortened by half year
periods, where schools and condi-
tions permit.

This argument, though not
previously planned, is surely coin-
cident with the idea of an inter-
provincial or mnational system of
education, whereby cultural institu-
tions adopt a standard program;—
and going farther, in peration

|2
no

behind? —Hamilton Spectator.

“It is only an error of judge-
ment to make a mistake, but it
argues infirmity of character to
adhere to it when discovered. The
Chinese say, “The glory is not in
never falling, but in rising every
time you fall'” —Bovee

Hen-pecking, among poultry,
some “superior men” will be re-
lieved to find is confined to hens.
This doesn't mean roosters are a-
bove pecking. Not a bit of it. They
also jab away at each other to
have something to crow about. But
a hen will not peck a rooster, and
vice versa, This, at least, seems
one happy feature of hen society;
apparently marital problems just
don't exist. —Edmonton Journal.

Lives there a man with soul so
dead who never has found himself
spiritually merging with the land-
scape, rehashing the talk of last
week's friendly party, projecting
endless Walter Mitty dialogues—
all while driving his newly tuned-
up auto along one of the super-
smooth, super-fast super-highways?
A gathering of traffic engineers
up in Buffalo has concluded that
just such mental wanderings are
the primary cause of accidents on
these futuristic arteries of travel.—
From the New York Times

made use of baths, it is perhaps
the Romans who brought bathing
to perfection, modern bathing in-
cluded. The reflective modern bath-
er, soaking himself at ease, would
probably succuib to exhaustion if
he tried to take a bath Roman-
style. Much time and ritual attend-
ed the event. If the reflective
bather withstood the Roman bath,
e might try the even more rigor-
ous Finnish method. Here one
swelters in a steam room for a
while and then falls into the near-
est river, or, if there is any about,
into the snow. — Edmonton Jour-

nal, A

Old Charlottetown
(And P. K. L)

CAKES AND HORSESHOES

“Robert Parry begs leave to in-
form the public that he has re-
moved to the house next door to
the Laboratory, above Mr. Joseph
Pippy's, where he continues to
keep on hand a general supply of
Pastry, Wine-Cakes, Gingerbread,
&c. Wedding Cakes furnished at
the shortest notice, Also—that he
continues to carry on the Black-
smith business, at Mrs. Henry
May Williams's Shop, where he
hopes to merit a share of public
patronage.”

—Royal Gazette, Jan. 13, 1835.

7 Notes By The Way

1f winter comes, can slush be far

’
Although . .many. .civilizations |

The world moves so rapidly, says
Senator Soaper, that jet planes
and movie starlets wc've merely
read about are obsolete before we
get a chance to see them —Ham-
iiton Spectator.

The . kind of humanism. that
thinks there is a law of inevit-
able progress, and that man is
capable of working out his own
salvation without outside help, has
in the light of recent experience
become bankrupt. Humanism has
thus turned back upon its road.
Instead of a firm confidence in
steady improvement in conditions
both  collective and individual,
there have come bewilderment
and despair. Once more we are
faced with the fact that there
are only two choices open to us:
we have the choice between faith
and despair. —St. John Tele-
graph-Journal.

Office workers and others who
prize the mid-morning break for
a cup of coffee, will bless the name
of the University of Montreal pro-
fessor who says the custom is an
aid to Canadian production. The
coifee trade also will beam with
gratitude for his - encouraging
words. Professor Philippe Hurteau
says the coffee-breaks taken by
employees counter-act the mono-
tony of the dally job.and restore
energy to the workers ... are nec-
essary to periorming their jobs
more quickly and efficiently, This
may be a controversial topic in
some quarters but since the pro-
fessor now has the floor we may
harken to his statement that sur-
veys have showed that coifee
breaks “reduced absenteeism, com-
batted fatigue and cut down in-
dustrial accidents,” —Sydney Post
Record.
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MY LIGHT WITH YOURS

When the sea has devoured the
8 y

And the spires and the towers

Have gone back to the hills,

And all the cities

Are one with the plains again,

And the beauty of bronze

And the strength of steel

Are blown over silent continents,

As the desert sand is blown —

My dust with yours forever.

When folly and wisdom are no
nore,

And fire is no more,

Because man is no more:

When the dead world
spinning

alowly

Tt oo falls through the vold—
My light with yours
1. tne Light of Lights forever!

—Edgar Lee Masters

with the principles and aims of the
U.N. might eventually extend to
an iInternational system, that
“could” constitute the most power-
ful machine in the world, con-
ducive to Universal Peace and Se-
curity,
T am, Sir, ete,
BOOKWORM

And when the servant of the
man of God was risen early and
gone forth, behold, an host en-
compassed the city both with
horses and charlots, And his sers
vant sald unto him, Alas, my mas-
ter] how shall we do?- And he
answered, Fear not for they :.Ilut

eyes of the young man;
saw: and, behold, the mountain

was fall of horses and chariots of

\

fire round about Elisha,
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’ The Passing Scene

By Observer

“THE IMPEN

DING CRISIS”

III.

|
Thus far I have dealc (sketchily)
with Dr

not content, however, with diag-

nosing the illness that has de-
scended on humanity; he has some

suggestions concerning a remedy
which may bring about at least
partial recovery.
| It seems to me that one of Dr.
i Keenleyside's better qualifications
'ljes in his patient approach to
‘what the future may hold. His
i keen historical sense will not per-
mit him to assume the existence
of short cuts to world recovery.
The road will be long and prob-
rably winding. In fact, it is not
'likely that anyone now living will
'see the end of friction between
Russia and the West. There are a
great many things besides Com-
munism and non-Communism in-
volved in this historic struggle and
some of them go back a long way.
! The best we can hope for is
steady and slow progress—one step
'at a time—and perhaps if human-
'ty can keep from destroying itself
‘for another few decades, a new
and wiser generation will be in a
position to work with more per-
‘mnnent ends in view. Meanwhile,
as Dr. Keenleyside points out,
{there are certaln things which the
ifree world must keep on doing
regardless of rebuffs, discourage-
ments, and seeming frustrations.

* e . -

“The first step,” Dr. Keenleyside
says, “is to strengthen and main-
tain our military defences.” For
this he can see no alternative at
present.

This strengthening of defences
must be a severa drain on our
economy, and no one seriously ex-
pects taxes to be reduced very
much while it is going on. The
sad part of it is that there is no
end in sight. For all anybody
knows at present, the race in arm-
aments with all that goes with it
may oontinue for fifty years or
even much longer than that, pro-
vided global war does not take a
hand meanwhile.

In the past armament races have
invariably led to war. That does
not necessarily mean that the cur-
rent one will end the same way
but, in any case, disarmament on
the part of the West would almost
certainly mean its quick conquest
by Communist forces. It can be
assumed that the planners
world Communism would like no-
thing better than thé news that
the West had grown weary of pre-
paring for a contingency that
might never come to pass. That
would be worth a lot more to them
than a stockpile of atom bombs.

L - .

The second step, in Dr. Keen-
leyside's opinion, is “to strengthen
the weaker nations that are still
free from Communist domination”.
The inference is that unless we
get there finst with definite assist-
ance for their economies and defi-
nite proof of our intention to help
them in gocial reforms the Com-
munists will subdue them by the
Joint action of promises and the
sword.

The idea of sending hundreds of
millions of dollars to countries
which until quite recently were

Keenleyside's thcughtful
appraisal of world problems. He is

of [

to most of us is not a particuln),
pleasant one, espscially when v
think about the taxes we have tq
pay. The alternatiye, however,
even less pleasant. It would mey,
in a very short time the subjug-.
tion of four out of every fy,
people in the world.

As Dr. Keenleyside suggests, t}
notion that one-fifth of the world
population can remain free wiyo
\the other four-fifths are in pro.
cess of enslavement is too fantas.
tic to merit serious consideratio
Even on a commercial and polir.
ical basis, to say nothing of any
humanitarian molive, the mopc:
sent abroad to combat Communy:
inflltration must ' be considered
good investment, although the qyy.
idends may not begin to ccme
for some time yet. N

It isn't a question of whciy,
we want to aid weaker nation:
this is one instance where aca(.
emic discussion is a waste of timc
When a man’'s house is on fire he
doesn't just sit back and watch it
burn. It may hurn anyway but the
owner, unless he be a fool o au
arsonist, will attempt (o sn\‘v
what he can.

. .

Finally, Dr. Keenleyside is i
emphatic agreement with those
who argue that one gocd way tg
ensure treedom for other people 15
to keep strict watch on our [JSTH
The thought expressed in the (o).
lowing paragraph is one that every
Canadlan should ponder and pon.
der well:

“Guilt by association; the tech-
nique of the smear; the profession
of the public informer; the prac-
tice of the Big Lie; these things
must never become an admitteq
part of Canadian life”,

History has no record of an.
people who made themselyes Ssecure
by adopting tactics they professcq
to despise.

. .

There is one paragraph i 3
Keenleyside's addreasg w%lchnisD:
bit puzzling. It has to do witn
the rapid increase in the world's
population during the last century
or so which, according to Dr
Keenleyside, Is responsible for a Jo:
of the world's problems especially
as they concern the proper distri-
bution of food. “In 70 years,” h«
says, “the world's population wl|
be nearing five billion — unless
something is done about it, and
done soon.”
What can be done about it? Dy,
Keenleyside does not say and it
may be assumed that, like the rost
cf us, he has no solution to offer
for that kind of a problem. You
just can't go around killing off
the surplus population, even if i
would mean a better standard of
living for those who would survive
the slaughter.

If‘gmpmeu like “The Impendine
Crisis” are intensely interesti
and informative, It is to be hopcé
that this one has been given wide
circulation,

.HULL, England (CPY—New-Style
jitterbug dancing “causes genc'ral
upheavel” and keeps people away
from dances here, an official said.
He sald only 22 persons showed
up on one occasion, causing the

rothing but little spots on a map

|clvic organizers to lose money
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