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ALMANAC FOR MAY, 1876

MOON'S CHANGES.
Tll Moon, 8th day, 5h. 46m., a. m.
Last Quarter, 16th day, 9h.
New Moon, 23d day, 11h

W

l14m. a. m., S. W.
3m., a. m., S.

g Ao 1., W.

! ik YON H 5
u DAY wnﬁ;v cets| FiBES |Water len'th
‘ HMHMM M gl
I Mondsy 4 51!7 8311 52| 4 14 13
$ Tuesday 49 {A 1716 A 15
¥ Wedn'sd'y 48 6'2 1916 49 18
4 Thursday 47 773 8117 49 20
3 Friday 45 8 4 308 87 23
¢ Saturday 44 9 8 43/9 17 25
7 Sunday 43! 10 ¢ 52! 9 5l b g
s Monday 411 12/ 8 s5/10 328 31
| 9 Tuesday 39| 13/9 11/11 8 34
| 10|Wedn'sd’y, 32 1410 1711 38 35
| 11/Thursday 36 1511 11]A 21 39
{ 2 Friday 85 1711 53 1 1 42
| 13| Satarday 34 18M 1 42 44
| 14/Sunday 33 2000 3272 25 47
' 13 Monday 821 200 46/ 3 12 58
| 18 Tuesday 81} 31j1 144 8 50
‘ I1Wedn'sd’y! 30, 22/ 1 27/ 5 9 52
WThursday /| 29 24 1 48/ 6 15 55
l 19 Friday 38 26/32 47 21 57

¥ Saturday 27} 26/ 2 3248 20 59
3l Sunday 26| 27132 40/ 9 1215 1
% Monday 2 283 110 O 3
3 Taesday 24/ 29 3 3610 48 5
W Wedn's’dy| 23 30 4 1311 28 7
BThursday | 22 31 & 28 M 9
ﬂ‘l‘r!dg_v | 21] 32 6 48{ 0 17 11
§i8aturday | 21/ 34 8 121 2 13
3 Bandey 20 34,9 3711 46 14
% Monday 19| 3510 56/ 2 87 16 |

i ¥ Tuesday 18] 36A 123 44 18 |
'll.Wean'm'g 41873871 30/ 4 4115 19|
_— -
PRICES CURRENT.
Ch'town, May 9, 1876.
BREADSTUFFS.

Buckwheat Flour, per 1b 0.03 to 0.34
Flour, per bbl 5.50 to 7.00
Yiour, per 100 1bs 3.00 to 3.25
Jatmeal, per 100 1hs 2.70 to 8.00

FISH.

Lodfish per qtl 3.50 to 5.00

’ilerrh & per bbl 1.87 to 6.49

; ackerel per doz. 0.48 t0 0.72

| BOARDS.

| femlock, 100 feet. 0.81 10 0.94
Pne do 1.62 to 2.40

l'pruce do 0.97 10 1.30

| Saingles, per M. 2.11 t0 3.48 |

POULTRY.

{ Aickens, per palr $0.50 to 0.70
Jucks, (each 0.24 t0 0.35
fowls, (each 0.26t0 0.40 |
artridzes, (each 0.00 to 0.00 |
larkeys, (each 080 to 1.75 |
ieese (each 06.50 to 0.75 |

MEAT.
‘?’?7- sall es) per 1b $0.08 to 0.16 |
ff”-’- per iu (b juarter) 0.06 to 0 ]U?
“am, per 1h 0.10 to 0.12 |
-Amb, per quarter 0.00 to 0.00
Aab, per Ih 0.06 to 0.09
sutten, per Ih 0.07 to 0.12)
York, smali plece ) 0.08 to 0.12 |

Yeal, per 1b

'k, per 1h by t

Car

ass

0.54 to 0.09 ;
M 1o 0.08 |

] MISCELLANZOUS.

1e]

| ;:;{xe per bust
o ey per bushel

! Buitey (fresh) per 11

Cheega 3
| Cloy , per 1b

| Hay Peas,

+ per toy
! w‘ per lb,
' uom.’.' per 1i,

Hopo PUn, (men's wear)per yd.

i &
]‘ };’r:"bu

b

;:u‘ Per busje.

E:‘r‘" per 1b by the tub
Alakins, per ib
o 98 (new mil

per v

zm"' seed, per 1)
| P s per dbl.

8, per bushe!

m 8
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{ hm:’p:"fg. per bash,

r Mu. e
W, 4. lk: bush,

A Flacnel, per yard
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! MacKENZIE & STUMBLES,
+ Anctioneers, Commission Mepchants,

ISING|

CHARLOTTETOWN, P

e R AR RIS SRS 0NN N S R BN 3 SRR

BUSINESS GARDS.
COOMBS & WORTH,

* JOB PRINTRRS & BOOKBINDERS

« > 51 WATER STERET,

j Charlottetown, - P. E. Island,
- Jan.17'76 1y ]
Xing btreets.

e E. G. NELSON,

ADpDRESS :—P. 0. Box 803, Charlottetown.

AND
GENERAL AGENTS,
77 Xorth Side Queen Square,

QUEEN SQUAKE,
CHARLOTTETOWN. P. E. ISLAND

| CARVELL BROS.,
| AUCTIONEERS,
ﬁommnssuon Merchants,

AND
} GENERAL AGENTS.
| Lov yer _q.jc_xeen St. Charlottetown, P, E. I

HASZARD BROS.,

Commission Merchants & Anctioneers,
FORWARDING, MANUFACTURERS,
| Grenersi : Agents,
Gl WATER STREET,
| Opposite Merchants Bank,
| Charlottstown, - - - - P, E. I

J. E. Haszarp, | Horace Haszarp.

—_—i 0 —

REFERENCES:
Messrs. Greenshields, Son & Co., Montreal,
Messrs. W. & R. Brodie, Quebec,
Messrs. J. S. Farlow & Co., Boston,
Heary Lawson, Esq., Halifax, N. S.
Hon. Daniel Davies, Charlottetown, P. E. 1.
May 3, 1875.

REVERE HOUSE,

ADJOINING THE POST OFFICE,

the premiges.
RICHARD GLADNEY,
i Proprietor.
Alberton, Sept. 13, 1875.

!

INTERNATIONAL !

|
|
!
! CENTRAL STREET,
|
!
|
|

Summerside, P.E.Island,
JouN MCKAY, PROPRIETOR.

THI.\' HOUSE, second to none on the Is-

lund for beauty of situation, comfort and
convenience afforded, commends itself io
the patronage of all who may visit the
Island for business or pleasure.

Choice Sample Rooms to let.
Conveyances from Cars and Boats.

Ladies and Gentlemen will find it to their
advantage to patronize this Hotel.
Feb. 21, 1876.—tf

INSURANCE.

ST. LAWRENCE
Marine Insurance Jo.

| PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

| BOARD OF DIRECTORS :

A. KENNEDY, £8Q., President.
Jonx F. ROBERTSON,
ARTEMAS LORD,

THoMas MORRIS,

GrorGeE D. LONGWORTH.

P. W. HYNDMAN,

W. D. STEWART.

Risks taken daily at their office, Exchange
Building.
FRED. W. HYNDMAN,
Ch'town, April 24, 1876.—1y  Secretary

 MARINE

IHSURANCE COMPANY

00 to 0.00

00 to 0.75

0.18 to 0.25
0.18 to 0.20

0.06 to 0.10 |
0.14 to 0.16 |
0.05 to 0.08 |
.18 Lo 0.22

0.12 to 0.16 |
0.00 to 0.00 |
8.50 L0 10 50 |

0.

(¢]

0.04 to 0.40  Farm Properties, for
0.52 10 0.40 |
0.03 to 0.04 |
0.60 to 1.00 |
2.50 to 3.00 |
3.50 to 4.00 |
9.07 to 0.10 | town, P. E. L

.04 to 0.4}

0.25 to 0.32 |
0.
Pun, (women's do)per yd 0.55 to 0°48 |
0.31 to 0.46 |

0

65 to 1.00

19
e

to0.16

0.20 10 0.24

0.17 10 0.25 | Ch’town, July 27, 1874,—6m

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

BLOARD OF DIRECTORS:
RoserT LONGWORTH, Esq., President,
Hon. Jas. DUNCAN,

Hon. L. C. OweN,

Hon. A. A. McDoxNaLD,

Hon. J. C- Pore,

TuoMmas HaANDRAMAN, Esq.,

GrorGe R. Beer, Esq.

Risks taken daily at their office, corner
Great George and Lower Water Streets.
F. W. EALES, Secrretay.

| Cw'town, March 22, 1875—1y

THE LIVERPOOL & LONDON
| AND CLOBE

[ASURANCE COMPANY

IF'IRE AND LIFE. ‘

|
|

Invested Funds, 1st Jan'y., 1874, $21,628,356
Deposited with Receiver Gener-

al of Canada, 162,800
Other Investments in Dominion

of Canada, 367,091
FAIR RATES.

Prompt & Liberal Settiements.

Insurance against Fire effected upon Pri-
| vate Residences, Household Furniture and

|

One, Three or more years,

At Reduced Rates.
Otlee—Great George Street, Charlotte-

R. R. FITZGERALD, Agent

- TR e e RSO ~
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? The Education Law.

Investigation Committee.

.

LecisraTive Lirary,
April 29th, 1876.
Your Committee appointed to investi-
| zate and report upon the manper in which
the Education Law has been, and is now
| being carried out in the Public Educa-

| That they summoned before them, and

| have examined the following members of
the Board of Education: the Honorable
Judge Hensley, Chairman ; the Reverend
Alexander McLean, the Reverend Isaac
Murray, the Reverend Donald MeNeill,
Secretary of the Board ; Edward Roche,
Esq., Teacher of the Normal School ; and
John McSwain, Esquire, Visitor of Schools
for King’s County; and they have also
summoned before them and examined the
following persons: Norman A. Stewart,
Esquire, Visitor of Schools for Prince
County; William McPhail, Esquire,

of Wales College ; and Donald*Montgom-
ery, Fsquire, Head Master of the Normal
School.

The evidence given by these gentlemen
we have transcribed and appended hereto.

It will be seen that this evidence is not
confired solely to the application on the
exizting law, but that it embodies many
suggestions for the improvement, both of
the law itself and of the machinery for car-
rying it into effect. These suggestions for
the improvement of the Act were, to a
great extent, illustrative of existing de-
fects, and could not, though beyond the
scope of the inquiry of your Committee,
be well eliminated from the Report.
The Board of Education, as at present
constituted, does not seem able, either to
grapple with and remedy the evils or dif-
ficulties of the Educational system of the
Colony, or effectively to carry out the
existing Law. Individual responsibility
is merged in that of the general Board.
The Secretary does not seem to possess
any special powers, and his duties praes
tically appear to be simply mechanical.
Other members of the Board seem to feel
that their powers are so limited, and their
actions so hampered by the law, that any
attempts at comprehensive reforms would
be useless. The result is that a total lack
of energy and a want of union and earn<
estoess has partially paralyzed the Board
itself, and seems gradually spreading
through the entire Kducational System.
They, at the same time, desire to record
their conviction that the Chairman of the
Board, as well as several other membérs
have, in the face ot many difficulties, con-
ecientiously endeavored faithfully to diss
eharge their dutics. The evils {lying
rather in the constitution of the Board
than in its composition.
The Education law was consolidated in
1868,—all previous laws on the subject
being at that time repealed.
The law, in many respects, as com-
solidated, is vague and uncertain. Dif-
ferences of opinion exist as to the powers
conferred by it on the Board, some mem-
bers even expressing doubts whether they
had any power to prescribe any system of
Education at all for the schools. The
natural results, which might have been
expected from this state of things, follow-
ed. From the evidence of the Secretary
and other members of the Board of Edu-
cation, it appears that no regalations for
the government of the Publie Schools, or
prescribing any system of Education in
them, have beerr adopted since the"Act of
1868 came into operation.
The regulations adopted and published
by the Board in 1867, before the present
Act became law, have been tacitly accepts
ed as still in force, but no serious attempt
has been made to ensure their being faith-
fully carried out,
It further appears from the evidence that
no complete list of books has yet been pre-
scribed by the board for use in our Pub-
lic Schools. Partial lists have from time
to time been adopted. The use ef some
of the books prescribed was intended to
be compulsory, others permissive. These
lists have not yet been completed, and
only partial udiformity has been attained
in this particular.
The want of direet communication be-
tween the Board and the teachers in the
Public Schools, struck your Committee as
most extraordinary. The lists of books,
adopted from time to time by the Board,
do not appear to have been directly com-
municated to the teachers, or even to the
School Visiters of the different Counties.
The only means adopted by the Board to
bring their order into effect, was the pubs
lication in the newspapers of a circular,
signed by the Secretary, intimating gen-
erally that the Board of Education approv-
ed of certain books.
No recommendations relating to the im-
provement of the Distriet Schools, or of
the system under which they are conduct-
ed, or of the law itself, by which they
are formed, ever appear to have been
made by the Board of Education to the
Government, although each individual
member of the Board, when examined by
us, secmed strongly of the opinion that
many improvements, in this relation, were
absolutely necessary.

With respect to the City Schools, how-
evar, the Board has not been inactive, and
several Reports have been made by it te
the Government, with reference to the
improvements of these schools.

In March, 1870, a Committee of the
Board, composed of Charles Palmer, Ed-
ward Roche, and George Beer, Esquires,
and the Rev. Isaac Murray, made a special
report upon the conditisn of each of the
City Echools, and recommended, smongst
other things, the closing up of the then
existing schools, and the ereetion, at proper
places in the City, of four suitable build«

R e oY

tional Establishments of this Island, beg
IMPORTER & REPATRIER | to report:— ‘

Visitor of Schools for Queen’s County ; |
Professor Anderson, Principal of the Prince |

=X

A ARSTT  RESAS RS ARSI,

POSTAGE PREPAID,

MINER.

EDWARD «ISLAND, MONDAY, MAY 15, 1876.

| suitably furnished, so that the graded

A full copy ‘
| of this Report we annex: marked (A),

| system might be carried out.

| The Secretary of the Board was uaable to |
| produce avy official reply on the part of |
the Government to these recommendations.
He intimated that no reply had been giv
en; and, as a matter of fact, no attempt
has ever been made to carry any of these
suggestions into effect.

In January, 1874, the Board request—
| ed the Government to sanction a scheme
| for the amalgamation of three of the City
Sehools into one, to be opened in the base-
ment story of the Athzneum, whieh con-
tained three compartments. In April fol-
lowing, the Government replied, declining
to take any action in the matter. A copy
of the letter from the Clerk of the Ceun-
cil, to the Secretary of the Board, is ap-
]\l’llded.

In June, 1875, the Board appointed a
sub-Committee, consisting of the ITon.
Justice Heonsley, and the Rev. Donald
MeNeill, to visit and report upon the
City Schools. The report of these gens
tlemen to the Board has been produced to
us, and a copy is hereto anunexed, marked
(B).

The Board seem to have thought them-
selves unable to carry’the recommenda-
tions of their sub Committee, and to have

brought the matter to the notice of the
Government, but without any result.

The Reports of the Visitors of Schools
for the year 1875, were laid before the
Board of Education, at their monthly
meeting, in December last.  Strange as
it may appear, these Reports do net seem
even to have been read by, or before the
Board. The only action taken with re-
ference to them, was the appointment of
Messrs. Kelly and MeNeill, as a sub-Com-
mittee, to prepare the same for publica-
tion. This subsCommittee seems simply
to have handed the Reports to the Assis-
tant Clerk of the Executive Council, and
to have done nothing more, No report
was made by them to the Board, and no
action was taken by the Board with refer-
ence to any of the startling facts contain-
ed in those Reports, as to the munper
in which Education is being carried out,
or neglected throughout the Island. The
whole matter appears to have been uiet—
ly passed by, and the explanation offered
is, that it isnot customary for the Board
te consider these Reports of their School
Visitors until after they have been print-
ed.

DISTRICT SCHOOLS,

From the evidence adduced on this dis
vicon of the subject, it is clear that there
is lamentable falling off in the number of
schools in operation,and the acquirements
of the teachers. The incresse in the
pumber of vacant schools in Quesn’s
County, within the last year, is thirty~
seven—a rate which, if iv continues, will,
in a very short time, bring about the closs
ing of all the schools in the County.
There are two principal causes alleged
for the deficiency. 1st. The want of en-
couragement to teachers to enter and re-
main in the profession. 2nd. The in-
difference of many of the people to the
advantages of Education, resulting in a
difficulty, often an impossibility in keep-
ing up the necessary average uttendance,
without which a teacher is not in a posi-
tion to draw hissalary. In this relation,
the absolule necessity of a law compelling
the attendance of children of a certain
age, for at least some periods of the year,
was insisted upon by a majority of the
witnesses, The defectsof the law re-
garding trustees and their powers, are
here also important factors, and many of
the witnesses attributed the increasing
indifference of the people, in a large mea
sure to these defects.

The inferiority in the acquirements of
teachers may be accounted for, 1st, from
the fact that the amount of remuneration
is entirely insufficient, and bears no rela-
tion to length of service or ability to
teach ; 2nd, the board have introduced no
gystem for the education or training of
Teachers, nor have they prescribed a
curriculum, through which candidates
applying for licenses sbould pase. The
bare faet of passing'an examination is not
cousidered to be a sufficient guarantee of
the possession of qualifications necessary
for imparting instruction.

ACADIAN SCHOOLS,

In the Acadian Schools, apart from the
fact that nearly all the books used are
seetarian, it appears that the teachers are
not required to impart instruction in the
English language.

GRAMMAR SCHOOLS.

From the evidence given before your
Committee, Grammar Schools have not
accomplished the object sought in estab-
lishing them,and are only, in the majority
of instances, doing elementary work at an
increased cost to the Province. With the
exception of one or two cases the educa—
tion imparted in those schools is unequal
and ioefficient. From the information
before your Committee they aver that
better results cannot be expected, whilst
such a variety of subjects are attempted
to be taught by one instructor in aschool
of one compartment only. It further ap-
pears to your Committee that the Board
of Education have contented themselves
with the establishment of said Schools
where petitioned for without further
concerning themselves that the work
these schools should do was performed.

THE NORMAL SCHOOL,

Your Committee conclude from the
evidence obtained respestiog this school,
that it is doing good work as a secondary
and primary school. The purposes for
which it was established are partially de~
feated, as now managed, because candi-
dates do not as a rule submit themselves
to sufficient training in order to acquire

TR AT W WS

is found in the fuct that the present law
neither requires them to undergo, nor re-
wards them for obtairing such training.
The witnesses who appeared before your
Committee on this subject, recommended
that the original intention in instituting a
Normal School be strictly adhered to, and
the building enlarged so as to afford the
necessary accommodation. The present
school appears to be overcrowded.
PRINCE OF WALES COLLEGE.

This institution sppeers, from Professor
Anderson’s evidence, to be well attended,
and the beneficial results zrising from the
education there imparted, are becoming
more manifest, ard the College better aps
preciated. Younr Committee feel assured
that, if the recommendation of Professor
Anderson for the appointment of a third
teacher were adopted, the benefits of the
College would be greatly increased. In
this relation it is suggested that provision
should be made so that those boys who
receive an education in the college as
seholarship candidates,might be compelled
after receiving their education, to teach
anumber of years in our Grammar or Dis-
trict Schools.

There appeared to be a general consen-
ses of opinion, on the part of those ex.
amined by your Committee, as to the ab.
solute necessity for the appointmeat of 2
Commisgioner or Superintendent of Edu-
cation, in whom should be vested full and
efficient powers as to the earrying out of
the law. Some difference of opinion
existed among the witnesses, as to the |
necessity of an Advisory Board to 2et in |
conjunctior with the Superintendent, but |
a singular unanimity prevailed as to the |
advisability of concentrating the powers
now vested in the Board, in one snitable

person.

As a general rule, the Education im-
parted in our schools is secnlar ; but, in
some few schools throughout Queen’s
County, sectarian books have for many
years back been used with the knowledge
of at least some members of the Board of |
Education.  During the past twelve
months, sectarian books and teaching have
largely increased in the Public Schools of
Queen’s County. They do not appear to |
be confined to the Roman Catholic Schools.
The Visitor of Schools for Queen’s Coun-
ty, in the report laid before the Board of
Education, in December last, states tha
facts in this connection fully and distinetly.
This Teport was forwarded by the
Board to the Government, a8 previously

stated by us, but no action appears to have
been taken in regard to it.

The teachers in the Christian Brothers,
School were licensed in October last, and
no change appears to have been made
either in the manner or matter of educa-
tion imparted there. A copy of the regu-
lations issued in 1867, seems to have been
sent to this school, but with this excep-
tion, no direct intimation was made to
them respecting the system of education
the Board required to be adopted or the
books to be used.

In addition te the evidence given by
the visitor of Schools for Queen’s County
to your Committee orally,and which is ap-
pended hereto, marked (c), we annex a
written statement from him in which his
suggestions are amplified.

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) Lovis H. Davizs,
Chairman,
WirrLiax D, STEwART.
JouN T. JENKINS,
Jayes R. McLeax,

Lavaurniy McDoxALDp,

REPORT
Of the evidence taken before the Spccialé
Committee ‘“appointed to investigate i
and report upon the manner in which the |

|

Education law has been, and is now being |
carried out in all the Public Educational |
Establishments in Prince Edward Island.” l
Committee. —Messrs. Louis H. Davies, |
Stewsrt, Jenkins, L. McDonald and McLean. |

Turspay Morxing, April 25, 1876, |

DoxaLp McNEILL, examined.
I have been Secretary of the Board ofi
Education three years. Ilules have been |
prescribed in my time and before. About |
a year ago a list of school books was
adopted. That was the first list prescribed
gsince 1 was Secretary. In January 28, |
1875, a Supplementary Report was made |
prescribing the books.

ed the adoption of Royal Readers, Canadian
Arithmetic, elementary and advanced, used
England. We publish the Order in the
a copy to each School Visitor; but I do not
send a copy of the Order or any notice to
any of the schoolmasters. e

Our object in notifying the School Visitors
was that they should see the Order of the
Board was carried out. I believe I inform-
od the Visiters personally of the Order of
the 27th August, not by writing.

The Board have not prescribed a complete
series of school books.

The Supplementary Report of January
28, 1875, prescribed Todhunter’s Algebra,
Harkness’ Latin and Greek Series, Mans
ning’s Spelling Book, Isbister’s School and
College Euclid, Ontario Grammar, element-
ary and sdvanced.

The Supplementary Report and the part
not adopted, I will submit afterwards.

Subsequently the Board ordered that the
use of Miss Thompson's History should be
permissive. That was April 20, 1875,
Present—Kelly, Arseneaux,Murray, Ander-
son, Roche and the Secretary.

read, but could not be compelled to read
it. No provision was made for the pupil’'s

read Thompson’'s,

The Board have never withheld any
Schoolmaster's salary by reason of the
books he used being denominational or
otherwise.

The Board have never prescribed any
system of education, denominational or
otherwise, other than is implied from their
printed rules. y

I now produce the revised and amended
regulations to be used in the public schools,
passed in 1867, Z

These rules have been acted upon in my

By the 2ud Rule.

1 have furnished

the arp of teaching, The reason for this

ings, with two separate apartments in each,

all public schools on the Island,

| of the Executive Council.

| that time, have Visitor's Report read: it

| Schools, the Board, by its published ordsr,

| of teachers who taught catechism. flave not

| public school, save by the notice from

| the Act, laid before the Doard, was the |

| and passed.

' there was no public schools in it.

| their engagement, | forwarded them a copy

' ceased te be denominational.

| with him, but was not impressed by it.

| and certified 24th January, nearly a month

In August 27, | schools used denominational books.
1874,a Committee of the Board recommend- |

| to consider the Report till published. I
in Ontario, and Thompson’s History of | before the the Board till published. The

Gazette and other newspapers, and we send |

time constantly, and recognized by the

No books of any kind shsll be used in
the except those approved of by
the Board of Education from time to time.
ies of these rules to

|

On the 30th March, 1876, the Board pase |
ed arule calling teachers’ attention to those |
rules and regulations,

Nothing was brought to the notice of the
Board, as such, to show the rules were not
observed,

At the meeting of March 30, 1376, there |
was a full Board, except Rev. Mr. McLean,
who was absent. Mr. Strong was appointed
Chairman, in absence of Chairman, who
subsequently arrived. The minutes of the
Iast meeting were read, approved and cer
tified.

Report of examiners received.

Report of Visiter for Queen’s County re- |
ferred to sub committee, to have published |
directions to teachers and trustees ordered
to be approved and published.

Those directions were prepared by me
and submitted to the Board and approved.

The minutes of this meeting (April 3,
1876,) have not yet been approved.

The Trustees of the Wesleyan Academy
through Rev. Mr. Currie, addressed the
Board on the subject of that School and a
Committes consisting of Judge Hensley,
Charles Palmer. Esq., and Judge Reddin
appointed to answer them.

Any teacher using books other than those
allowed is not entitled to draw his pay.

I do not remember any complaint by any
teacher, against those regulations nor
(specially) as to the prayers.

[ am not aware that anything in this
prayer runs counter to any doctrine or
tenet of any denomination.

The reports of the School Visitors for
King's and Queen’s Counties, received and
laid on the table, 30th Deec., I875, and a
Committee of the Secretary and Mr. Kelly
appoin‘ed to read, examine, and prepare
them for publication. The Prinee County
Report was subsequently received.
|  We handed the Report to the Govern~
| ment, and ! do not know that anything was
| eliminated, made scarcely any corrections.

| We handed the original copy to the Clerk

As far as [ have visited the schools, [ have
seen the regulations and reports posted

The report of the use of sectarian books
was submitted to a Committee by order of
the Board. The Board itself, did not, at

was submitted to the Board, but has not
yot been read. The PBoard has taken no
action on the Report.

As to teaching catechisms in the Common

and by orders to the Visitors, has covered
the whole ground. Did not take any more
direct action. Did net tryto ascertain names

yet in-juired into the matter.

We have made no report to the Doard as
Publishing Committee.

Smee 3)th December, 1875, only three |
monthly meetings have been held. !

ST. PATRICK'S SCHOOL.
The first intimation of this becommng &

Trustees of intention to take advantage of,
and put school under the regulations of

application made by the Trustees for the
examination of Teachers, made 13th Sep- |
tember, 1875.

The application was made through Mr.
Kelly, and they were examined in my office

I then received notice of thsir engage~
ment by the Trustees. Did not inform
Board of their appointment,

The district was laid off years ago, but
At this
time and for a year before, there was no
public school. After receiving notice of

)

of the rules and regulations, 1 do not
know if this was within the knowledge of
the Board.

I knew the school had been denomina~
tional. [ considered it the duty of the
School Visitor to inquire if the school had
I may have
had some indirect intimation that the
character of the school was unaltered.

[ do not remember if | had any conver.
sation with the Visitor on the subject.

I believe I had some general conversation

[ was not prepared with such information,
but expected them to abide by the re-
gulations.

[ may have had fears of the:a. [ do not
know if others of the Doard shared those
fears, and I did not take steps to ascertain
if those fears were well grounded.

Three months after their engagement, !
certified for payment of their salaries. [
did not then take any steps to ascertain
how the achool was conducted. This was in
January, and in December Visitors’ report
was received.

The certificates were dated 10th January,

after receiving Report.

I read the Report and told Mr. Kelly of
it. He said he was satisfied when | offered
it to him. I did not make any special
mention of St. Patrick’s school to him.

1 considered the matter in a transition
state, and did not for the present consider
it my duty to take up the matter.

I did not consider it my special duty to
inquire for names of teachers teaching de~
nominational books. Iave never refused
to certify on account of such teaching

I had no official intimation of such tesach~
ing previous to Report. I have heard gen-
eral rumors, through the press, &c., but
these were never taken up at the Board.

I do not remember talking with the
Visitor specially on the subject of St.
Patrick’s School.

1f I knew of any catechism being taught
1 would call such teaching denominational.

I brought the Report into the Board
Room and submitted it. I received it from
the Visitor, it was ordered to be referred |
to Committes of Kelly and myself for |
publishing.

I had a general impression that French

1t has been the custom of the Boa:d not
| thought it better not to bring the Report

| Board has not met since.
I only recollect one reference, from
Prince County, which was about French
| schools, to Sectarian teaching. The Board
| took no action, but intended to do so, but
| difficulty of procuring suitable French
books prevented them. I knew that such
a state of things existed, but felt the
| difficulty of procuring French undenomis
| national books, These Prince County |
| allusions were published in the Reports.
| They were in 1873, ! 1
| QuesmioN—After St Patrick’s School came |
Board you say you forwarded
| them Regulations. You knew Visitor had
| inspected them, &c. Did you ask had
| school complied with Regulations ? |
| Answer—I do not recollect. {
| When [ certify teacher’s papers this does |
| net come before the Board. 1 {
| A good deal of what has been said about
| the city schools is true. There are special |
| enactments for the city. Board has taken |
' up the question !
| Committees to examine.

under the

The Board some |

| This was not acted on by Governmaent.
| Before I was on the Board, a Committee

| issuing Government debentures to raise
| fumds, but Government did not see their
| way to adopt this course.

| We made no alterations save verbal cor~
rections in this year's Report.

The Board have made recommendations

to Government for re-improvement of City
schools.
On the 20th of January, 1874, received a
petition for the union ot three schools,
also a letter from J. W. Morrison on the
subject. Ordered, that » Committe report
on it, The recommended the
uniting of these three schools under good
teachers. I believe the Board has repeat~
edly called the attention of various Govs
ernments to the stateof the City schools
and Act.

A letter was received from J. W. Mor-

Ordered, that Government be reques!
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and frequently appointed |

rison, offering basement of Athensmum. | :
ted | )

to appoint three teachers for this scheol.
one with $60),

A letter was received from .J. W, Mor-
rison,

Ordered, That Ilis [Tonor the Administras
tor of the Government in Council, be re~
quested to sanction the appointment of
three teachers in basement story of Athens
wum, with a salary of $600 to one of the
teachers, and that the Trustees of said
school be empowered to assess the parents
or guardians of the children attending, a
sum sufficient to meet current expenses.

Weonespay, 26th April, 1876,

Present, full Committee

DoxNarLp MCNEILL'S examinalion continwved :

REPLY CONCERNING ATHENEUM.

On enquiry at Mr. DesBrisay’s office, I
was told he did not believe anything could

be done, No writtenreply was received by
me. I am not able to produce any written
reply.

In 1870, a recommendation was made,
taking up the whole state of the city schools,
dealing with them fully and recommending
action to the Government of the day. This
was made 1st March, 1870, and signed by
Charles Palmer, Ed. Roche, Gieorge Deer,
and the Rev. Mr. Murray.

I now produce the recommenlation.

[ am unable to state whether any reply
was received to this,

A further recommendation was made by
the Board on the 27th May, 1875, when Mr.,
Murray brought the matter up and recom-
mended that a committee be appointed to
report on city schools. Committee ap-
pointed.

The Report of this Committee was receiv-
ed and adopted, and same Committee
appointed to carry out their recommendsa~
tions. i have not this Report, but can
prodice it at some future meeting.

Action (on this Report) was referred to
the Committee to carry out their own suge
gestions, and they tried to get schools
built, but owing to want of funds were nns
able to do so.

This inability to carry out recommenda-~
tion not brought to notica of Government.

QursmoN—Concerning number of vacant
schools in the country—

ExrraNgp—I think chief cause to be
lowness of teacher's salary. The Board
have taken no steps to obtain information
on this subject. My own opinion is that
vacancies are due to low salaries.

Bosard have conversed on the state of the
schools, but no members thought fit to
make sny recommendations, as they could
not, under the Act improve the schools
unlesa the Act was amended. I'he members
of the Board frequently referred to the
lowness of salary and want of & Chief Su-
perintendent to administer the law.

QuegsioN. —What are the radical defects
of the Act?

Axswer.—They are numseroifs, one is the
system of paying wholly out of the Treasury.
I believe it :mpossible to secure co-
operation of Trustees and parents in difler-
ent districts to ecarry out this Aet,
while the salary is so paid. Many
regard the service of the Texcher 2s of no
value, as costing them nothing; if made to
contribute directly, parents and teachers
would value it more.

At present thers is no direct communieca~
tion between the Board and Trustees. At
present the Secretary has no authority,
ave on & few points, and action must bLe
suspended from time to time till Roard
meets.

By General Superintendsut, I mean one
who would have general entire control with
a small advisory Board.

A radieal defect is that there is no pro-
vision for grading schools, and the way
Grammar Schoals are conducted. [ would
have graded common schools, with few
Grammar Schoois. DBy graded schools 1
mean two or three separate departments in
one school

Very few or none of our Grammar Schools
are graded. A few have ushers, and a few
aseistant teachers, There is no accoms
modation for more than one teacher. The
law only provides for an usher, not for as=
sistant teacher,

The scarcity of teacliers accounts for so
many vacancies. There is an actual scarcity
of teachers.

In some rural districts grades could le
applied, in otheis not,—as in villages and
scattered districts. The grading should
be reserved for a General Superintendent
and Advisory Board.

I do not think the present school houses
would do for graded echools without en~
larging, nearly all are too small.

The Board, since | became Secretary has
not reported and recommended changes in
the School Act to the Governmeat save
those mentioned with regard to the Ciiy.

If graded schools were established I be-
lieve it would reduce the number of diss
tricts and improve the schools, by making
the scholars collect, and enlarging the dis~
tricts, and it would save expense.

I am to some extent acquainted with the
Nova Scotia Act. [hat system admits of
grading, and salaries are derived from three
sources viz:—County, Local and Provincial,
1 believe the schools there have been satisa
factory to the people.

The Doard has had correspondence with
the Government in regard {0 improvement
of the Normal School, and the GGovernment
concurred, This is now being carried out.

Doard has had correspondence with the
Government on other minor subjects.

I have no more correspondence on the
subject of those 1adical defecter

Some years ago an attempt was made to
raise Teachers’ salaries by local taxation,
but failed through prejudice of people
against it, [ believe the people did not
understand its scope.

Questioy. — What sectarian books are used
in Protestant schoois.

I am not aware of any save what came
out in the last Report, which does not state
the books. | have no knowledge myself

I do not know that Protestant books are
used in Belfast. | have no personal know-
ledge of the teaching carried on in St,
Patrick’s School. 1 know something about
the Ontario School Act, am not pre, to
say if it would be acceptable to the people
here, and if it would work satisfactorily. [
think it would not suit, I only give this as
my opinion.

I think our local Trustees are negligent
in carrying out the Act. Our Act puts
hinderances in the way of carrying itself
out. Itis ambiguous and leads to cons
fusion. It requires ten of a msjority at a
meeting of residents in a district, and often
only one is to be had,

No new schoolhouses can be built nor oid
ones repaired, without the vote of a major-
ity of the residents, and many residents
never attend.

I would give power to whatever number
met after due notice to elect Trustees,
whether few or many. [ would give this
meeting power to do whatever was required
and to dismiss teachers, subject to appeal
to the Board.

I would make the Trustees a body core
porate.

The Board has not made representation
to the Government concerning defects,

Ordered, That the use of Thompson's two or three years ago, recommended to | because the _Bonrd felt discouraged, it re~
History be permissive at option of parents, | Government the amalgamation of several peatedly tried to remedy the state of
That is, the pupil could hear the History | schools in the basement of the Athenmum. | things.

The Act was unworkable and the
{ Board could not get any Government to
{ move in the matter for the lastsix or

reading any other History if he did not|took up the subject, and recommended | seven years.

Since | became Secretary the Board has
| not taken up the matter as a whole.
| 4 believe the Board is too large to carry
| out the law. There are eleven m?bon.
In many instances complaints har@ bee
| made by I'rustees of inability to wnerform
| their duties. The Trustees complain that
they cannot get a majority of residents to
attend meetings. The Board did not bring
this before the Government for the reason
before mentioned.
As to the prayers, the Act empowers ihe
Board to make regulations not inconsistent
| with the Act, and such regulations are law.
| 1 can see nothing in the prayers prescribed
| by the regulations that any one could take
; umbrage ut i. ¢, any one who believes in
aG

| I cannot account for the apathy of the

le.
. DONALD McNEILL.

pan——

SR W T




