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Three patitions were presented, viz ,—-!ly Hon. Mr. Yeo,
one from Lot 17 sad another from ‘Lot lp. : By M:. llohp,
a petition from Lot 21—all praying for improvement iu
road communication. |
MESSAGE ON PETITIONS OF PROPRIETORS AGAINST THE LAND

COMMISSIONERS' AWARD ACT.

on. Col. Gray, by command of His Excellency the Licut

Governor, preseuted to the lHouse the following wessage : —

G. Duspas, Lieat. Goveruor. ; 3

The Lieutenant Governor transmits to the information of
the House of Assembly, copios of three despatches addressed
by bim to His Grace the Duke of Newcastle.

In these despatohes were enclosed three petitions, or me-
morials against the “ Act to give effcct to the award of the
Commissioners to be appointed on the land question.” Bat
the memorialists in placing their petitious in the hands of the
Licutenant Governor for transmission to the Colonial Minis-
ter, did not furnish bim with copies to be laid before the
Legislature.

The Lieutenant Governor, however, is enabled to fur iish
the House with & copy of the prayer of the petition of Char-
les Wright, Esquire, referred to in the accompanying copy.
Despatch No. 61 ; and also a copy of the prayer of the pe-
tition signed by Rubert Bruce Stewart, Kequire, aud others,
refarred to in the copy, Despateh No. 62. j

The memorialists appear to have petitioned against the Act
in question, on tbe ground, that if it passed iuto & law, they
would be bound by the award of & Commission, while they
were not consenting parties to the submission upon which
that award was to be founded.

The Lieutenaut Governor will, by the first mail, make

application to his Grase the Duke of Newcastle for copies of

¢hese memorials, in order to lay them before the Legislature.

The said Message and accompanying papers having been
read by the Clerk, Hon. Col. GRAY moved that they do
lie on the table.

Hon. Mr. COLES —If I were a member of the Govern-
ment, I would make no such motion as that they be laid on
the table ; [ would move that they be referred to a Com-
mittee of the whole Ilouse. That a few proprietors and land
ageuts should petition against an Act passed by both branch-
es of tae local Legisiature, ia a bold proceeding. 1 tbink a
true copy of the documents, with all the names :n‘ached to
them, ought to have been kept in the Colony. If the Go-
vernmeut are prepared to take proper steps to counteract
this influence st the Colenial Office, they shall bave my sup-

port. But I contesd that they should bave sent a minute of

Couneil along with the petitions ia opposition to their prayer.
Aund, Sie, we do oot know what statements these petitious
may eontain against members of this House, and perhaps al-
50 against members of the Governmeant. For this reason, 1
thisk a copy of thew should have been keps, aud laid before
the llouse. That two proprictore, Mr. Bruee Stewart und
Mr. Charles Wright, should endeavor to counterazt 2 mea-
sure of the Legislature, is & matter that ought not be passed
uver in silence.
flon. Col. GRAY.~—I cannot understand what the lion.
member would desire. \We are here as the indepeudent re-
presentatives of tho people, aud if Mr, Bruee Stewart, or
Mr. Wright ehoose o vilify us in documents of this kiad, it
is & matter with wiich we have nothing todo. . here is per-
haps not a persea in the Colony who has been more maligned
by these in lividuale than mys 1, bat what do [ care for them ?
iis Excellency informs us that it is not in his power--that
there is nothing in she Royal instruetions to warrant biw to
give up copies of pelitions with which be is intrusted to for-
ward to the Secretary of State, without his cousent. DBut
His Excellency has given up what ouzht to be eonsidered
sufficient, his own despatches eontaining his own reinarks on
the petitions. KEvery subject in the Colony has the right of
petition, and is perfeetly jus ified in memorializing [er Ma-
jesty the Quecen, when he considers that his private rights are
snterfered with. Supposing the Legislature should pas< an
Act similar to the )Maine Liquor Law—a law which has been
declared unconstitutional by high authority in the United
States-—supposing, { say, the lLegislatare should p:ss such a
law here, the hoa. member might petition against it and say
it was an interference with his private rights. So with the
memorialists in question; these proprietors think that as they
did uot agree to the Commission, they have a right to com-
plain by petition that the Act to give effect to the award of
the Commissioners. if passed iuto law, would be an iuterfer-
ence with their private rights. The Lieut. Governor is
boand to transmit cvery petition adlressed to the authorities |
at home, no matier what it contains. But sapposing that
copies of these petitions had beeu kept and laid before this
Hcuse, provided they contained libelous statements, who
would pablish them ? That the Counecil should bave madea
mioute in oppositicn to the statements of the petitions, and
transmitted it with them, I think was unnecessary. In this,
therefore, I do pot agree with the hon. Leader of the Op-|
pesition.  What do the poople in England care for these pro-
prietors?  One of the landlords referred to said to me last|
summer, * What have [ to do with the Commission 7" 1
replied, ** You may have nothing to do with the Commission,
but it may bave something to do with you.” That this will
be the case, I thivk is clearly shown by the last despatch of
kis Grace the Duke'of Newcastle laid before the House. It
says in efect that if they did not submit to the Commission,
they will not receive the consideration of Her Majesiy's Go-
vernment in making fature claims. I consider, then, that
wo need not trouble ourselves much about these petitions.
We know very well that these proprieiors, if they thought
they would gaia their point, would write petitions to this
time next year. Lot them write; wbat need this House
care?

Mr. COOPER. —I understood that those proprietors who
made no complaint wheu the measure for the Land Commis-
#ion was passed, had agreed to it. If a copy of the petitions
bad been laid before us, we could have sent home an address|
to the Queen to counteract their statements. The House
should still pass 20 address to that effect. |

Hou. Mr. YEO.—The hon. membzr, Mr. Coles, taunted
o the other day for sayiog chat [ know the Act to give ef-|
fect to the award of the Commissioners wou'd uot pass at|
Howe. I bad to vote for the bill, but [ knew,aud Mr Douse
koew that it would not receive the Koyal assent, as it iater- |
fered with the rights of the proprictors. Kvery person|
must look afier bis own property, and when [ was asked to
sign the paper agreeing to the Commission, I said [ could
not do it.  Besids, I said it was no use to do it, as the Ast|
to give effect to the award would never become law. '

Me. LAVIES —I canuot agree with the hon. member |
fom Port Hill; [ do not thiuk the Commission is any ia-
fringsment of the rights of the proprietors. I am sorry that
3 copy of the petitious against the award Act is not before
us; but [ do not think the late Government kept a copy of
the petitious sent Home by the proprictors agaiust the Kot |
Rall Bil.

Hon. M. COLE3.—~They did; they refused to trausmit |
them until they received s eopy.

Hoa. Col. GRAY.-~[ rise to explain. If the late Gov-
erameat did so, there is nothiag i the Boyal instructions to
warraet such a precedure.

Hon. Mr. COLES.—1 may remark that the Governor re-
ceived the petitions just @ littie before the mail for Kogland
was leaving, and he said he could not sead the. by that
mail woless & copy was given to him.

Hos. Col. GRLAY.—The Rapresentative of Ier Majesty
i::»und to forward a petition though he be not furnished

"8 00p7.

. Mr. DAVIES.—I do not think the House should spend
bime io discussiug the petitions referred to in His Kxoellcacy's

| were, they would go to counteract siatements made by hon.

nm-sngc,r when they Qrc not betore us. With respect to 1 tenantry. 3 -\"if-_ 1 have t:‘ken I:.(')"“Ll:h cu\.n‘rlne Ilclm-‘ll‘d no't do | assent. I said if there really were that disposil.ion on the|
those proprietors who have not agreed to the Commission, '.’-X,"l;‘vas HT;.:‘{:;::-D h::;“U"l‘eth:“':fr:‘ ‘:‘;mb“;‘ 1\}:*’ ‘“é': part of those who ['u:ofessed to be such zealous friends of the
not being bound by its award, 1 do not say that lhey‘ -~ 1 'll"‘lL)ethn nl)emhcr‘fur Murrsy Harbor r-uid,.tho uthcl: dﬂy.y l'.né Sp— x'md of wkich th!}y boasted in th\s. "?m at pullie |
but the despatch of the Duke of Neweastie shows that ifthey |y o5y 5 oq the people would have been satisfied if the award meetings, in the organ which represents their views, and else- |
do not submit to the Commission, they may look out for the ! ;¢ ¢} Commissioners had been given, whether it was favor- | where—il there were that.bo.naﬁde :.“al which WAS pror“,wd':
consequences. The Home Government will perhaps agree|able or unfavorable Tuis is what is called a lapsus. And they would have used their influence in preventing the disal- |
that a higher taxation be imposed upon them than on the 1 think the hon. member from Port Hill made & lapsus when lowance of that Bill. It is notorious that petitious have had |

others | he stated that he knew the Bill to give effeet to the report o{'! the effect of destroying it. I said this morning [ believed |

. r - . : :_ the Commissioners would never pass at Home. The Act, it|the impression in the country was general—1I do not say whe- |

Hon. Mr. TAVILAND.—Copies of the proprietors’ peti- : o+ 8 . e o1 y Wy y ‘
tion u e soaie ol \Ih, ™ ,._“”f (,I;'”N late Go. | APpears, wasso worded shat it would have affected every per-|ther [ share in it or not—that from the North Cape to the|
tions =ent liome against some e measures son who holds 50 acres of land, and therefore went too far. | Kast P,
vernment may have been kept; but1 “3““{;"““?6“‘:‘ “‘{.’\I:B.W:ls I think, howaever, he should have stated last Session, when |
a dispute between Governor Daly and Mr. Charles Wrght | (1,6 Bill was passing through the Iouse, that he considered | rrend it g i . :
in regard to the necessity of furnishing a copy. I wish that it was too .weepingf’ ;tlcd. !f the !ixll itself was defgcuve, it reflects little cred.n‘
copies of the petitions against tha Act relating to the award | Hon. Mr. YEO—So I did. on the ingeauity and legal le“ty of ’bQSB who.frnmed it.
ut"tlxc Land Commsssion were before the House, for if they | Mr. CONROY—I1 believe the hon. member Mr. Yeo never | Lok at the conduct of the Government in relation to this
concealed his opinion that the Bill would never become law. | whole matter. When the Commissioners arrived they were

ol : | b Mr. Dousa stated this at different times. 1 be- | jaf e T o tted
members of the Opposition to the effect that non= of the mem- l“"“ ::e “"3. M i!s“‘ff’n ‘::’; itlgtlx“:l!c\)unt:rrd Lt;lntl:he Gover;- {left perfectly at case. They were gentlemen net acquainted

fren .~ o . s fove the O 2itan go | HIOVO TRO- UPIIGE WS e O . . | with the polities of this country ; they were not versed in any-
bers of the Government appeared before the Commission to ment, with the exception of Hon. Col. Gray, were not sincere | thi hich had ref b d Neds 4ut .
advosate the cause of the tenantry. Oune of the petitions |, passing this Bill, and therefore not desirous that it should | ing which had reference to the land question; and when
contains strong language against Hon. Col. Gray and Mr. | receive the Royal assent. At St Eleanor’s when the Land they came they had nothing placed iu their hands but the re-
" 8 -] guage ag : p

Longworth, saying that they

on the part of this Government to have the land question set-

to take part with the tenantry. [ consider there can not be |if they expectel to poss ss the land on which they were passed by this llox}se. Iiere wus the whole machinery em-
better evidence that the Government have held the scales of | settled, sna the proprictors “'e"l’ !Ouik‘"#;-v very d”{“c“’“' I|ployed to put the Court of the Land Commissioners in opera-
justice properly in regard to the Commission, than the fact hope that the (f’“}"“”""".”“:;’.”” . ”.‘;e:, @ “”Pcf‘:r,m Pf_‘ﬂ {tion. Would it not have been cxpected that gentlemen of
& h . 1 will now pive o ™% much at I"'L_Sh‘“‘v b disappoint tae proprietors siill | he (Government who had access to all the publie records
that they are censured by both parties. 1 will 8" more than they were at the time ol the siiting of the Court, 18 tiave vhiosdiin thatihadd din th ds of the ]
list of those landholders who sigued the petitions in question. | yn revive the hopes of the ten:ntry. ‘V‘Vou‘ have placed in their hands, and in the haads of the law-
CharlesWiightand Lady Georglana Fane cach sent a seperate | [{on Mr. LAIRD—I think the hon. member from Tignish | Y6I'S retained to vindicate the rights of the tennntry., all thC?
peti-ion ; then there was a joint petition signed by Robert is unable to prove his statement that the Government were | d‘ocuu!cu(s which would have rendered them any assistanca ?
Bruce Stewart, Ellen Stewart, Margaret Stewart, Mary lr- |not sincere in passing the Bill. 1 for my part was qmte‘bﬂ‘(aluly‘; but they were left to fight the best battle they
ving, Jobn A. M‘Donald, for self and family partners, and |sincere when 1 voted for the Bill tltaltlxt should become law ; | could. Lvex: members ‘of the Goverument kept aloof from
Charles Wright. Tbis Charles Wright appears to have been and hope that it will yet turn out well. {the Court. The hon. Colonel Gray came, but it was, as he

» . . b : oy Mr. BEER—I, too, cannot allow this aspe-sion to be cast | ;510 in a private ecapaci i
determined to be right, for he petitioned both in au indivi- apon tne Goverament. 1 would never have given them my | b " private capacity. I hold then that it was clearly

dual and collective capacity. None of these parties agreed support if I thought they were ot sincere. 1 cannot believe | the duty of the (rovernment to have placed within their
to the Commission, except Jobn A. M*Dozald, who certainly | that the hon. member thirks they wera not sincere,though he reach all (he. information _which they co‘Uld a'ﬁ'o'rd on the
| has placed himself in a singular position. I am in favor of has mads the statement. ; | weighty subjiects upon which the Royal Comumissioners were
sending to the Colonial Office for a copy of these petitiors, Mr. DAVIES—L think the hon. member Mr. Laird might Png'gged. But now we are 1pf'ormcd by His Qraoe the D'uke
and if they contaia snytbing insulting to the Legisiature, bave gone further, and stated that it is not the general 1m- | of Newcastle that the most umpor:ant questions——questions

those who sigeed them will not ouly have oue party against
them, but the whole [Touse. They should be wade to an- | v 52 0 ut the countr l !
i S ’ | ¢ s itry. . . . 2 S .
swer for it if they have employed disrespectiul language. {  Hon, Mr.gl.().\(i\\'(\l('l'll—'l‘ha hon. member for Tignish | I:ICAlugmrle; of L::e bull)l(l,mlslsﬂl;)"nhers. As | understand it,
Hon. Col. GRAY—~I do not disagree with the opinion of | has dene no Lonor to the Hon. Col. Gruy by excepting him in | ‘l.,’éie g “; D ROUNAE SR T S of Rent, o the
the b .n member for Georzetown that we ought to have a  making his charge of insincerity against the Government, for ishery Reserves. Now i appears the L;m(!lords will not
T = sl ;) °I B = & P if he has associated with such persons as the other members | be compelled to sell their lands upon terms disadvantageous
copy of these petitions, but 1 wou "" WO 850 pay | of the Government are said to be, his conduct must be incon- | to themselves ; and that the award will ouly bind those who
damages for libel, if they are published ? .| sistent. I am astonished that the hon member should rise in | gave their assent to the reference. Such is the great mea-
Hon. Mr. HAVILAND-—Nothing which they contain | his place and make this statement azinst such a body of men, | o " . .

. tdered o9 tibel} -y ng mchne o ﬂl tl ‘t‘w nd m 2 thisstatem 3 y » | sure of relief which our Government holds out to the people

ean be considered as libellous, when passin h iat they were all insincere g 4 R P 1 o g 3 A,
official correspondenee, but if published in the newspapers | Mr. CONROY—I am very little acquainted with the opinion bis Lsland, notwithstanding the famous Land Commission.
some of their statemeuts perhaps migbt bs beld as such. 110 the country beyond my own district, and if I said country,
will admit that these landaolders have some argument, as
they had not signed for the Commission, aud they were
under the impression that the Act if passed into law, would | oy | to resuit {rom the Land Commission, will ever be realized.
interfere with their property ; and if they huve used proper| [fon. Mr. PERRY—Hon. members appear to me to have |
language towards members of this House, not much can be  been fighting shadows for nearly an hour and a half. If the
said against them. No compulsory means can properly be | hon. member Mr. Conroy said that the opinionin the country

stepped from their high position | Commissioners’ Court was sitting, the tenants walked erect 28 solutions introduced by the hon. Colonel Gray, which were |

—————

Moxpay, March 11,

The following petitions were presented :—By Hon. Col,
Gray, a petition from Orwell rear; by Mr. Owen one from
Lots 55 and 56—both praying for improvement in road com-
wuvication. By Mr. Davies, a petition of Mary Kelly, wid-
ow, for aid to support two idiot chiliren. By Mr. Beer s
petition of Hugh M'Leod, praying a grant to enable him to
proceed to his friends in Canada. By Hon. Col. Gray, »
petition of Dennis Desmond, Postmaster, Souris, praying an

L f N ; iti
oint the general impression is, that there is no sincerity | ::fll:‘l.;:z:ht’ By Hon. Mr. Yeo,a petition from Gren-

prayiog for a Post Office in that locality. By

| Mr. Howat, a peiition from back settlement, Tryon, ruyins
i

| for an increased allowance to Henry Lecky, an un
[teacher ; also a petition from Central Bedeque School dis-
trict, praying for an Act to prevent the ruuning at large of
|Swive in that district—referred to a special Commistee to
| por i i

| report thereon by Bill or otherwise,

MAIL STEAMER.

Mr. DAVIES.—Tt is rumored in Town that the Lord
Seafort/ instead of the Westmorland is to be put on the route,
|uext summer, between Picteu, Charlottetown, and Shediac.
;[ wish to ask the Government, whether or not this can be
allowed by the agreement with the contractor ?

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND.—1 cannot answer this question
\frpm memory ;'but shall procure a copy of the coniract which
| will speak for itself.

| Hon. Mr. C JLE3.—It is sufficient for the contract to sy
that a good and efficient boat be kept on the rcute. Sup
only a particular boat were specified, and she were wmt:d..
how would it be then? Notwithstanding all that hae been
staild ::’bout the Westmorland, she has been a credit to the
sland.

Mr. DAVIES.—There are few if any persons on the Is-
land qualified to inspect the machinery of the boat. As to
the huil, individuals can easily be found competent to inspect
that. Last year Mr. Coker inspected the Westmorland, bus

pression in the country that the Goverament were insincere | which, perhaps, bave been nearest the heart of the people of b‘e _would uot undertake to provounce upon her machinery.
in passing the Bill. 1t may be the .m rossion in Tignish, but | P, 13, [sland for years—are not to come within the scope of | This is a matter that should receive attention, in ordes thas

the public may have confidence in whatever boat is placed up-
ou the route. I merely asked the question in order thet hon.
members might bave an ﬁypommity of examining the coutraes.

Hou. Mr. HAVILAND.—I have a copy of the cortraet
now io my hand. 1t was drawn out in the early part of the
summer of 1857, and binds the contractor thus—

*“On and from the first week of August next until the
close of the navigation in the present year, and also every

"I‘l;at fhcrc is a want of: sincerity on the part or the Govern- | year for the space of five years thereafter, that is to sa

I particularly alluded to the district which I represent. but | ment in reference to this subject, 1 firmly believe ; and from during the years 1858, *59, 60, '61, '63»°0lnmonci.‘ Sy ’

[ am borne out in my statement ihat the Government were | the bottom of my soul 1 believe that not one-thousandth part | spring of each year, so soon as the navigation is open, and

not sincere, by the admission of st least two of their support- of the advantage which the the people of this Colony expect | from this to the close of the navigation in the same yn‘r at
,

his and their expense and charges, provide and keep for the

Hon. Col. GRAY said as new charges had been brought Purposes set forth in this agreemout, a tight, staunch, seawor-
against the Government, he would like to have an opportu- thy, aud in canstant repair, a good substantial and sufficient

ewployed to bring those under the Commission who bave Wos general that the Government were not sincere in regard nity afforded him to reply. After some discussion on a point | Steamship vessel, called the Westmorland, or oue equally

not agreed to it; but in the Duke's despatch they receive a
hint—and a very sigoificant hint—that if they do not sub-
it to the Commission, they need expect but little symopathy . L hot sivoore Th supporting the Billl, bu that they were
hereafter from Her Majest’sw Governmeunt. I would say | q)) so, I think very lew belieya.
—as a member of this House, as a laud agent, and as the| lion. Mr. WHELAN—I have not had the opportunity
son of a landlord,~—that I consider it would be well for all 'of exumining those documents which were this morning pre-
the proprietors to have agreed to the Commission. sented to the House, but as itappears weare not to be afforded
Hoa. Mr. COLES—1 am surprised at the remarks of the
bon. member from Port Hill. He says he voted for the | £
Act in remrence lo mf’ Commission, avd "‘_.'}“ he would Nt Bill, 1 must coincide with the hon member from Tignish that
agres to be boun! by it. 1 contend that since he voted for | it ig the general opinion they were not sincere. 1 know it is
the Bill, if there is a proprietor in the Island who is bound ' the opinion not only in Tigmsh, but generally throaghout the
by it, be is the person.

again.

to the Land Commwission, 1 believe hie has gone too far. 1 do | of order, the Speaker decided that, as the hon. member the |g00d substantial and sufficient, and shall keep the said steam
not think this is the opinion in the districs warch I represent. |euder of the Government had spoken twice on the subjeet, it | Vessel supplied and furnished with engines of not less than
There may be one or two members of the Government who | wonid be contrary toa rule of Parliament thut he should |°0® bundred horse power, having good accomn.odation Yor
speak again on the question ; that if he did so, all t:e other | PAssengers, and properly equipped and manned.”

mewbers would bave the privilege of addressing the House

From the wording of the agreement it is evident that the
coutractor is not bound to keep the Westmorland on the route,

Hon. Col- GRAY then remarked that when he rose to |but a substantial and sufficient boat. 1t is perhaps very well
the op ortunity of discussing them hereafter, I fo-l callod speak the second time to the question, he said that as hon, | that this question has been raised ; and I, as one member of
upon to make s few ohsorvat ons. With respect to the mo-  members had spoken he would reply, and such being his im- the Goverument, am resolved, whatever boat is on the station,
ives which induced the Goverpment to bring forward this | b ression he spoke the second time in reply to what had been that she shall be examined by as competent a surveyor as is
urged agaivst the Government. The wajority then conclu- | '@ be found in the Colony.

ded that 1t would be better to forge the privilege of replying -
Now, what are we to think of that Island from the North Caje to the East Point, that the Go- | than to have the time of the House takeu up by sllowing mem- New Brunswick, as well as those of this Is'and, and she may

Hon. Mr. COLES.—The boat comes under the laws of

bon. memher siying that he aud Mr. Douse knew the Act | vernment are not rincere in their desirs to sottla this question. |bers again to address the House on the subject which had be inspected there, or even at Pictou. The House canvos
i ther siying E

There must be strange This 1oformation I have opportaniti & of obtaining in my 'just been discussed.

' e e Bav ¢ 2
would not reecive the Royal aseent ? . L
i WA g " position as a public journali-t. But we are also aware that |

inconsisteney sowewhere. Thae pa.sage in the Duke's des-
patch in reference to thase proprietars who have not clg;ncd never become 1w : and another ge tleman, an hon. member
£ 1 H H -~ o ( ~ 1" v .

for the Commission, probably does nzt mean so much a3 wiy u uilly supports the Government, hut not at present in
sowe hoa. members take from it. Iu a ceriin despatch re- | his place, stated that he thought the Bill would be set aside.

perance Hall, —received and read.

well come to any resolution on the point ; the Governmeut

: ; ‘ Mr. HOLM presented a petition from inhabitants of Strath- should Jook after the matter.
«ne mewher of the Government said he knew the Bill would albyn, Lot67, praying for a grant to aid ia building a Tem
. 4 ] o

MEMBERS OBTAINING LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
A question was raised by Hon. Mr. Haviland as to whe-

A number of petitions were also presented by hons. Messrs. | yher an hon. member baving obtained ieave of at \d

ceived some years ago, it was stated that the troops should ["Tae hon. leader of the Government in this end of the building Coles acd Perry. and by Messrs. Owen and Davies, which | reqyrn and take his seat before the time for which his leave

not be called cut to collect rents, and other prospects were | said that ke did not consider it wus necessary to pass the Bill, | were laid on the table.
We know that | but that the Hon. Mr Palmer was of an oaposite opinion. |

held ocut, which never came to anything. This hun. gentleman, bowever, who s the leadar of 540 Gow | G Bilt
& haas . s Ooloni R P S frequent!y | W0n. ge eman, Lowe er, 10 18 the leader 0 |'e O~ ensus il
the head of the Culonial Office department is very [requent’y | vernment in the other end of the bui ding, exoressed himself |

changed, und the views of the preseat Secretary of State may | jifferently in a speech which he dclivered there a few days
not be entertained by his successor. I was not aware that ugo. te said—

so mavy landholders bad signed the petitions against the
award Act; and I am not u little surprised at the eourse! .. ..ty of passi iz that Act : und [ etated at the time I con-
pursued by Mir. Jobu A. McDonald. 1 thick the petitions | sijered it doubtful whether it was couched in terms which |
wust bave bad somwe influence with the Duke of Neweastle | would reesive the Royal asseus, but I did not hesitate to vote |
in withholding the Royal Assent from the Bill. This I|fotit.”

“1 acknowledze that T had strong mis ivings as to the French individuals in each fanily

ded in which to insert the number of Volunteers.

by the Commissson. If the Government are not going to | cover his retreat in regard to the Bill not being rocommended | tant General.
move that tae House take up this matter in Comuittee, I to receive the Royal assent, by saying he was doubttul whe- |
will not attempt to force them. | ther it was couched in terms whieh would procure its passage | proposal.

¥ F AT - o {at the Colonial Office. Copics of all the petitions sent home
Mr. HOWAT—I thiok we ought to have copies of these | ought to have been kept; aud it was the bounden duty of the |

order to go into documeats which are not here.
House ought to have been furnished with copies of these | be forwarded with them, and then brought down all the do- | s any class of Her Majesty’s subjects.
petitions ; all honest men shou!d not be afraid to make cuments for the informition of the Legislature. 1 will not|

he has nothing to do with the Commissiin.
come before it, then, to make his statemeznts if he had neither
part nor lot in the matter ? lleis certainly iu some measure
bound by it when he voted for the Bill.
that it will not be well for those proprietors who have not | tuat two of their measures of last Session have been rejected. | press his motion, as he coald not foresee that any good woul
agreed to the Commission, as there is an agitation abroad | Another Bill besides the Act in question was refused the Royal | result from Mr. Perry’s suggestion if carried out.
on this question, and parties not submitting may find it |allowance. | believe that that Bill was passed to suit the in- | of opinion that we, as a people, should strive to become amal-
difficult to collect their rents. | terests of a member in th s House. ¢ | gamated rather than keep up unneeessary distinctions.

Hon. Me. Y2O—The hon. member asks why did I come | wi{{U:.t \3\';' u“\: (E"l‘\;‘\.”f‘.' :‘.’ . “l‘e““"f" "]r ””; H'f“fj' | A few other bon. members having spoken briefly to the
before the Commission? L was seat for, and gave a state- | py B0 S8OTHIE 80 LIS Insinuation. L move that the words | oygoestion of Mr. Perry, amendment was put and lost on
ment to correct assertions made by others before the Court-| The words, I believe that the Bill was passed to sait the | he following division :—

I said nothing against the temantry. Aud even ihe hon. |interests of a member in this House,” wers accordidgly taken|  Yeas: Hons, Messrs, Perry, Coles and Wightman;
member, Mr. Coles, acknowledged that I made a fair state- |down by the Clerk, and, the Standing Order having been | Messrs. Conroy, Sutherland, Sinelair and Cooper—7.
ment. fmo.ved. the Iouse sat with closed doors up to the hour of | Nays : Hous Messrs Gray, Haviland, Laird, McAulay,

Mr. OWEN—I am astonished to hear the hon. member}“dJ*’“m"‘“‘" D. Lairp, Roporterr. | Longworth and Yeo; Messrs. Owen, McNeill, Beer, Ram-
for Port Hill, who voted for the Act to give effect to the | AFTERNOON SITTING. isay, Davies, Howat and Holm—13.
award of the Commissioners, say that he will not be bound| Mr. Whelan having appeared in his piace, the following | The Census Bill was then read a third time and passed.
by it. Why did he vote for the measure ? Was it only to resolution, agreed to in his absense, was read by the Clerk |  [on. Mr. LONGWORTH presented a memorial from
deceive the people ?

Hon. Mr. LONGWORH~In regard to the hon. member, | . Ldwe r . " 2 g
Me. Yoo, appesring béofre the Comumission, thie is nos exsotly | Resolved, Toat the Hon. Idward Whelan,one of the Members | Charlottetown, praying the Iouse to pass an Act to incorpo-

Shometter oboovenidsiod. 10 whessimewiedgsd, L haliors. jf’f‘hfs House, for_the Second Dxat'rwt of l‘\m.g‘n County, hav- : rate him as Bishop, with suita_ble pewers to enable him and
that he made a very fair statement before that Court, With | 08 i depate: with the Speak.er in the Chair, upon the Mes- | his suc::essor.aud successors in office to hold and aequire
respect w the subjeet under consideration, 1 am of opinion | $38e of His Excellency the Licutenant Govereor, relative to | Real Estate in Prince Kdward Isiand for religious and other
that as the parties who signed the memorials did not furnish | certain petitions of proprietors against the Bill for giving ef- | necessary purposes, and with the other usual and accustom-
His Excellency with copies of them, he could not intercept | iect to the award of the Commissioners upon the land ques- | ed corporate powers granted in similar eases for the benefit
these documents on their way to the Colonial Office, for the | tion, in alluding to the Bill passed by this House during its | of the Roman Catholic Church in other British Provinees.

purpose of copying them, as thers is nothing in the Royal | ),e4 Session, to authoriz: grants of the shores of this Island,| Hons. Mr. Longworth, Whel d Mr. C
. ; T : o, T i 1 : nd, | | - Mr. g » Whelan and Mr. Cooroy, were ap-
t'"l::::c::."o';’ ":":"i; ';'::d:“i"‘:o‘:.":h‘:‘j’;“f;“kl ll’“;‘d';rf)l“: 5{:‘?: ! asserted : “ I believe that the Bill was passed to suit the in- | pointed a Committee to bring in a Bill in accordance with

| terests of a member in this House,” is guilty of an unmerit- | the prayer of the petition.

wo should receive them. "The Government had no constitu-| . & e
tional right to step in and say we must have copies of these | ©d 1¢flection upon this House, and of a breach of the privileges |  Tion. Mr. Longworths and houn. Col. Gray presented a few

petitions before they ara transmitted. The ouly constitutional | thercof, and that he, the said Hon. Kdward Whelan be requ r- | petitions, wlich were laid on the table ; aud hoo. Mr. Coles
courss that the G)vernment can take is to send for copies of |ed to withdraw the words so used by him, iu the following land Mr. MeNeill presented each a petition which were re-
them to t.hoh Secrettry ofTitate forbthe Uol;mi%s, nlnd this | form : | ferred to special Committee.
course we ave taken. ey can be sent for the next | . 1z 1 € 1 | 7 A"l Yai 2 .
mail ; and when the peﬁﬁoggy are laid bufgr: the {10“3' we | Bpokina{),;h;%;z; to this Houce, and withdraw the words so| Mr. HOWAT, as Chairman of the Committee on Private
ill then have an opportunity to judge of the arguments | v . . ” . - :
:hliuh thep sontoin. L i pe . e, right bo 5emi on,| Mr. Whelaa then"uld—-“ I bow, Mr. Speaker, to the dic- | sideration aBill to authorize John Hunter to take the addition-
but the House can take what course they please aftsrwards. | tation of}the ?me. : al pame of Duvar, and recowmended that the House pass
Hon. Col. GRAY —Though 1 have spoken, L have the right | Mr. Whelau’s apology having been aceepted, he coucluded | the same upon the payment of fees. The Report was agreed
t ply. I merely wish to refer to a statement made by the  his speech in the following words : — 'to, after which Hon. Mr. Havilaud said he considered £
bun. leader of the Opposition inregard to his not being aware | Mr. Cbairman, when the hour for adjourning arrived, I 'sterliug a sufficient sum to reimburse the House for passing
that 8o many parties had signed the memorial. But, Sir, the | wag about saying that I thought if there really were that dis- | the Biil ; and after a few hon. members made a few remarks

|on their part which they profess to have had, to see the Eill!
|earricd through all its staes, they would have made some |
effort to obtain for it the Ruyal assent. We have heard a

desice to know what their number really was.

| petition of a person possessing 20,000 acres would be nearly | position on the part of the majority which they professed to on this poins, it was agreed that £5 stg. be the sum which

of as much consequence as the memorial of these, with one ex- |
eeption. Four or five have signed it for one family. The |

otuers are chiefly women, who are generally very tenacious of | xcellency as his advisers, we would not have been brought

their rights. Tbe only person of much consequence who has | 10 the humiliating position in whioh we are to-day, by having | which would provide for the organization of Voluateer Corps,
signed the memorial is Mr. Bruce Stewart, wno owns about | that Bill—perhaps the most important which ever passed this | which was granted, and the Bill was read the first time, and
80,000 acres. The hon. member from Tryon says that no | Legislature—in the position in which it is at present. Be- | ordered to be read the second time on Wednesday next.
peson_hiad a right to appear before the Commission i he had | fore the Despatoh of the Duke of Newcastlo was laid before|  Mr. MeNELLL asked leave to introduce a 13ill to regu-
neither part nor lot in the matter. I believe if Lis opivioa is | the House, intormation was circulated that the Bill was only |late the Currency, which was read the first time, and order-
correct, L should have taken no part in the Uommission. 1|p,n, yp at the Colonial Office, that the award would be given |ed to be read & second time on Thursdsy next. >

;:m‘::“f" :"g‘;';:':; et_f'::‘:m;ﬁ:t’;":,fé (Igvebf-;'m(;::tﬂ? i by the Royal Commissioners in the course of the ensuing|  The following members then received leave of absenog~—

replied that I came there in no such capacity, but only as a ! summer, ‘f’d ‘h‘.t then the Bill would go into operation; but | Mr. Holm, till Tuesday next; Hon. Mr. Loogworth, till
rivate citizen seeking the public good. 1¢ has been said that now His Grace informs us there must be a now one passed | Thursday next; and Hon. Mr. Perry for one week. The
, a3 & member of the Government, have taken part with the i——and that the Bill sent Home can never receive the Roysl , House then adjourned, J. D. Gorooy, Reporter.

have, especially on tke part of those who have the ear of His | Captain Hunter should pay.

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND moved the third readiog of the |ghouid return before his leave of

l | Hon. Mr. HAVILAND suid e had no objection to offer
think is evident from s>me passages in the despatch. h" This does not say much for the legal acumen of the hon. to Mr. Coles’s suggestion, but thought the best record of the
says that the question of Mscheat should not de entertained |leader of the Government. He comes down and attempts to | Volunteers was the Muster Rolls in the office of the Adju-

" : . Hon. Mr. LONGWOTI spoke against it, and said he
petitions before us; perhaps, however, it would not be in | Sornment to have taken notice of them, and counteracted considered it would be making an invidious distinction, as

c ; 1 f gislat Hon. Mr. PERRY said he had seen it stated in a news-
known their assertions. The hon. member, Mr. Yeo, says | impugs the motives of the a(%\'lscrs of ilis Excellency, but [ | paper published in Canada, that the population of the Krench
Why did he |caanot evoid thiuking that if there was really that disposition | A cadians in this Colony amounted to 15,000, and he bad a

15 | Hon. Col. GIIAY said he was somewhat opposed to the
I am of opinion | great deal of their influence at the Colonial office, but we find proposal of the hon. Mr. Perry, and hoped he would not | plaiats than when it was illegal to ¢

Bills, reported that the Committee had had under their cou- |

Hoo. Mr. HAVILAND asked leave to bring in & Bill|

was grauted had expired. It was decided that if a member

h absence had expired, tak
his seat, and state the circumstance in his place wx?h':g'puk:

Hon. Mr. FFRRY moved in amendment that it be referred i . "
(back to Committee to have it amended in the Schedule by [T N loawe Jonid 4o, hoid o, Astilsad.
inserting a column in which to place the number of Acadian

EXPIRING LAWS,
Mr. Owen from the Committee on expiring Laws presented

Hon. Mr. COLES suggested that a column be also provi- | * *P ort, which stated that the Reveoue Act would expire

on the first of May; the Act to continue the Act exempti
certain Bills of Exchange, Promissory notes, Contraots an
Agreements, from the operation of the Laws relating to
Usary, at the end of *ue present Session; aud the Ast re-
lating to Packets sailing between this Island and the Pro-
vinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, also st the end

Hon. Mr. COLES then spoke in favor of Mr. Perry's | of the present Session.

The House then resolved itself into a Committee of the
whol'e on the report, Mr. M‘Aulay in the Chair.
When the paragraph was read in reference to the Act ex-

But the | their statements by a full and elaborate minute of Counei!, to the Acadian French cnjo_ye(l the same rights and pri'ileged emP“ug certain Bills of Exchmge &e., from the Laws re-
L] o ]

lating to Usury,

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND said, the experiment of leaving
money to fiod its own level in the money market was first
wade in this Colony in 1854 ; and in 1857 the Act was oon-
|tinued up to the prese.t time. He bad not heard that the
IAct operated injuriously,—that there were any more eom-
harge more than i
(cent. interest. This Island was the first of the Oolo:nxelpz

He was | follow in the waks of the Imperial Government in makin,

exem_ptionsto the Usury Laws, but he believed that the other
Proviaces had since all' adopted the ssme course. In Bri-
tain, Usury laws were now done away with altogether. Tem.
porary laws were very well when making an experiment ; bus
as the principle of the Act under consideration had been es-
tablished, he thought it might now be made permanent to save
the expense of passing an Aet now and again to coutinae it.
He was of opiaion that there could be no objection to eontinu-
ing the Act, as he did not see that & person should be denied
the right to make as much out of £100 in money as if he
| were to turn that amount into deals, or other commodities,
and speculate upoun them. KEven under the Jewish esonomy,

{ . S
(Of the Iouse: — | the Right Rev. Peter McIntyre, Roman Catholic Bishop of | the usury laws was not universal, In overy country, usury

laws have been a failure, or when monoy was much
it had to be obtaived at any rate of inur,elt. He nov:l.dl:‘
the‘lActH be continued and amended.
Mr. HOWAT was not disposed to make this
nent. For the last few years those persons whoA:m”:::
monly called * tight”” had made much more than formerly,
He thought the Act had retarded the prosperity of the eoun-
try ; meu wishing 10 engage in business enterprises had been
preveated from doing so, owing to the high rate of interess
which they were required to pay. This was particularly the
'mn l:f;;d aﬂ':;::m (gou the same principle as this Act was
, millers witted o
e per take as much toll as
Mr. DAVIES entertained quite a different opini
the hon. member for Tryon. ?io thought lnonc;,P lnm: lf::
|allowed to find its own level. Usury laws preven
| baving mouey from coming into the country. lle did not
|see that such laws effected any good ; the old Jaw was avoid-
jed ; a person would give so much woney, and take a note thas
& larger amount should be paid back at a certain day. He
[(Mr. Davies) was in favor of continuing the Act.
. Hon. Mr. YEO believed that by the Act, interest on land
| securities was restricted, and be thought that there cou'd be
o objection to the law being continued. Uunder the old Acs
 persous found the way to evade it, when mouey was scaroe,
| He thought the timoe for bills of exchange, &c., mentioned in
| the present Act might be extended to more than one year,
Mr. CONROY knew cases of people borrowing mopey
| who did not appear to understand what they were doing. Some
| money lenders gave it out in this Island requir-
yed it to be paid in Halifax currency, with interest.
. Hon. Col. GRAY cousidered that to charge six per eent,
interest, and, in addition, to require paymens in Nova Scotis
|currency, was illegal. But the Usury law was violated, and
| might be said to be a dead letter. A person came to him nos
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