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Ominous Indications
The Ontario and Quebec legilla-‘
tures have opened this week, and in
both cases there have been forecasts
. of heavy additionalspending to meet
. the obligations now devolving upon
governments in the provincial field.
The Spéeches from the Throne are
not clear as to how all this extra
revenue is to be raised, but both

" Premier Lesage and Premier Robarts | an
| prospects of a Labor landslide.

have been émphasizing, of late, the
need for readjustment of federal
revenues on what they regard as a

satisfactory basis. With further
Mwmm
offing, we may regard their public
statements on this point as a prelude
1o the psals they intend to bring
at private meetings around
bargaining table. -
% It was a' coincidence, no doubt,
but a striking one that on the very
same day, recently, both the Quebec
and Ontario government leaders
spoke on this subject, and in very
much the same terms. Mr. Lesage
contended, as he has done before,
that a change in the constitution is
needed to give the provinces access
" to indirect taxation—something they
" do not have now. Mr. Robarts did not
advocate. this directly, but he said it
was time for a new federal-provincial
tax arrangement where “we collect
and we spend.” This would be better -
n .the present arrangement, he
imed, where the federal govern-
ment collects taxes then hands back
some of the revenue to the provinces.
This objection is logical where it
can be shown that the money a proy-

__ ince raises and spends is actually its

OWn. 3
~ mission pointed out ago, it is
~very difficult to' draw the line here,
especially in the case of the big cen-
tral provinces. Our system of Con-

‘federation, geared to a so-called na-'|

‘tional policy of tariff protection, has
favored these provinces enormously
at the expense of the outlying
-Also, much of the wealth of Can-
ada drains into these big provinces
pirt of the wealth of these corpora-
tions springs from earnings made
in Ontario and Quebec but across the
* country. It was to correct this dis-

. ing agreements were originally intro-
duced. If we are to see an end to |

them, we must have something better
to go on than the old system of “each
province for itself.” *
Oux own provincial legislators,
scheduled to meet on Feb. 24, will
also have burdensome problems of
inancing to deal with. The difficulty
solving them will be immeasur-
ably increased unless our claims on a
fiscal need basis are recognized by
our co-partners in Confederation.
The biggest responsibility facing the
House, as we see it, will be to streng-
~ then the government’s hands in cop-
* ing with this challenge. Let us make
no mistake; it is looming as one of
great urgency and importance.

- Not As Predicted
Political ' prognosticators seem 'to
be just as fallible in Britain as they
are in this country. A few days ago,

many of them foresaw a significant -

unsettlement in the Labor Party's
hitherto bright election hopes. The
political balance, having swung hard
against the Tories due to the ener-
getic tacties of Prime Minister Wil-
' son, were now seen to be swinging
against his administration.” Britain’s
Gallup Poll figures reflected this
v tup‘d, and it so impressed -Tory
- leader Edward Heath that he was re-
ported to be considering a censure
~ motion against what he called the
“general muddle” as Parliament re-
~opened. Some Conservatives were
ost beginning to relish the pos-

of a general election in
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March, where 2 few days before they
felt their prospects of victory would
had promised to halt.but-didn’t. In-
There seemed logical grounds for
this optimism on the part of the gov-
ernment'’s opponents. A national rail
strike was threatened. Prices in the
stores were still rising, on top of a
long period of inflation which Labor
had promised to halt but didn't. In-
dustry in the west Midlands was cur-
- tailed by a shortage of gas. There
seemed to be rising dissatisfaction,
too, with Wilson’s’'Rhodesian policy.

- Then came the crucial by-election
in Hull North on Thursday, which
featured not only the usual three-
-cornered Labor-Tory-Liberal fight,
but the added attraction of a left-
wing candidafe, Richard Gott of the

Radical Alliance, who waged his

campaign solely against Britain’s sup-
port of the United States in the Viet
Nam war, Perhaps it was this which

government candidate romped home
with the biggest margin registered in
the constituency by any party in more

| than 15 years.

This victory, comblned‘ with the
death of a Conservative, leaves the
government with an overall majority

. of four in the House of Commons—

not an imposing number, to be sure,
bt large enough to set the scene for
an early general election, with. the

It is said that Mr. Wilson may
resist this temptation to reinforce his
position. In any case, he holds the
initiative, and it is unlikely his op-
ponents. will be making any trumpet-
ing noises for a long time:™

Africa’s Problems
William Clark, director of the
Overseas Development Institute in
London, has just returned from one

of many trips to Africa and reports, -

in The Times, on the roots of frus-
tration he finds there. It is a dis-
quieting report indeed. .

. “Everything seems to have gone
wrong for Africa in the past few
years,” says this authority." “Inde-

impact of African power on the

~ world. scene; it has in fact meant

impotence. The removal of European
power should have led to African
unity; it has in fact led to Balkaniza-
tion. The cutting of colonial bonds
should have meant fast economic ad-
vance; it has in fact meant stagna-

-tion.or .worse. _The .Development
Decade has been a false dawn for
those African countries which came:

to independence just as it began.”
plana nformuemhﬁourh;

“call #t/“neo-colonialism” and charge

that too frequently, after apparently
granting economic freedom to Afri-

|_can states, the imperialists really

keep basic power in the hands of
monopolies in the capitalist nations.

On the other hand, it is contended | o

that offers of aid and investment-are
t00 often looked upon with suspicion.

- Teachers and peace corps workers

are treated as spies and subversives.

‘Helpful programs by outsiders are

charges, etc.
~ Whatever thé reasons, it would

mmt the gap between the |

an states and the developed
states continues to grow. This is made

» all the more unpalatable to Africans
—Wwhen-they see South-Africa booming { .

economically and fellow Africans
there and in Rhodesia victims of
white supremaey-— The frustrations
explode in the United Nations, and
understandably_so. But how to deal
with them is another matter.
This may, indeed, prove to be the
darkness preceding the true dawn.

But it is a matter of the most vital

concern to mankind, and the dawn

_can only be brought about by the
exercise of patience, tolerance and |

understanding on a much greater

scale than has been shown heretofore.

- EDITORIAL NOTES
Poor old England! Latest news to
come from that quarter is that the
drum that Sir Francis Drake carried
around the world 400 years ago, an
‘which according to tradition will

sound again if ever the country is

attacked. may be sold to help clear
estate duties owned by one of the
great man’'s descendants.
* * » \
Another “cure” for alcoholism
similar but reputedly more effective

than the drug anatbuse is reported by '

a hospital in Verdun, Quebee. But,
as with all such cures, there is a
catch. The drug has to be taken
voluntarily; the alcoholic' must co-

operate. And this is equally true of -

so-called cures. for over-eating and ex-
cessive smoking. Even the deserved-
ly famous Alcoholics Anonymous
could not claim the successes it' has

~achieved without the help of the vic-

tims themselves.
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THE YEAR OF THE HORSE

OTTAWA REPORT By Patrick Nicholson

The 1966 program of the Pear-
son was set out in
the speech. This ambi-
tiously includes 64 major propo-
sals and some lesser expressions
of intent. But cautiouly it con-
-tains only one new proposal, and
revealingly 0o new
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Did burn; , &
The peculiar malady of usurpers
The crackling temples,

The jaundiced eye,

The boiling brain.—- -
But other circlets y
Weighed but lightly;

Held high on burnished curls.
And then the others;
Staid duty diadems!

Dully glinting in the heavy
gloom.

| Pressing on low foreheads,
Beétling brows, prosaje~ kings
Prosy queens, with heavy legs,
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No More Brave Days Of Decis

Competent administration and
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Suicide Trends
Are Outlined

By Dr. Theodore R. Van Dellen
The suicide rate continues to
high because
ves
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| 'Renewed Talks At Genéva
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It is nearly six years since the
m‘ mﬂ!“hm
became the new home of the Na-
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Those Ancient Etruscans
National Geographie Society

gantly on couches coveéred with

embroidered cloth wﬂh serving

'"The riddle of Italy’s myster-
jous Etruscans remains unsolv-
ed despite the determined ef-

forts of modem science. i
‘| Airplanes, drills, and caemer-
s have been used to discover

i
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*|knead dough, and beat their
slaves to the sound of the flute,”

At the height of their power,
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Our Yesterdays
(From The Guardian )
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years ago in 1906.
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“Tokyo Rose, a convicted trait-
to her country, summed up

u-*"lommmlqgom

Call us for programs,

. i | cwd bulletins, busi-

ness letterheads. All
work mauﬂteg@
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a vibrant
role in the artistic life of Ottawa
and :

address, Winter. Holiday
and stop the paper . . .

Happy Holidays !

FOR A WINTER HOLIDAY?

Don’t miss a single issue, Have The EVENING ° .
PATRIOT delivered to your Winter Holiday address
and keep in touch with events back home,

Clip and mail the coupon below giving us your present

address- and when to start,
and don’t forget the restart

date upon returning home. ‘We'll do the rest , , «

" CLIP AND MAIL
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