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L’AVEUGLE
 

Il venait tous les jours s’as-

seoir au pied de l’escalier Bois:

gérard, sur une chaise ‘e paille

a dossier cassé qu'il apportait
luiiméme, accrochée a son

bras.
Je le voyais arriver au bas

de la rue—ute large route

provineiale, sans boutique,—

qui tournait 4 grands circuits

entre deux murs de cailloux,

déhordés de verdures. I] avait

au moins quatre cents verges
4 marcher sans changer de
trottoir, sans franchir de ruei-

les transversales. Et il parcou-
rait cette distance trés vite, ser-

rant de présle mur, le ba-

tonnant 4 petits coups régu-

liers.
Au coin de l’escalier, il s’ar-

retait couri, calait sa chaise a-

vee des précautions infinies,

puis s’asseyait enfin, les pieds

dans de bons sabots de bois
fourrés de paille, la main qui
portait Ja sebile réchauffée d’un

gant de tricot rouge, 4 un seul
doigt, lequel donnait a son a-

vant-bras l’espect d’une pince
de homard, 7

11 n’avait nichien nitableau.

Saclientéle, cétaient les bon-
nes geus qui montaient l’esca-

lier, snrtout le public des en-|
terrements. De loin, i! devinait

l'approche des convois, a la ca- |
dence caracteristique des pas
derriére le roulementléger des
corbillards. 1l se levait alors

otait son feutre, faisait trés dé-

votement un signe de croix:
Presque toujours un monsieur
eanté de noir se détachait du
cortége, yenait jeter un sou dans
la sébile.

11 disait merci. 11 nese ras
seyait qu’aprés le défilé de la
famille et des voitures.

Comme11 était brave homme
et point geigneur, toutes les

gens qui passaient|
d’habitude lui disaient un mot
aia rencontre.
—Ca pique, ce matin, pére|

Francis ?

Et il répondait en souriant!
—Mais oni. gapique. Ca_ pi-

que plus qu’hier, monsieur

Boissel.

Car il mettait beaucoup d’'a-
mour-propre 4 reconnaitre les
gens a la voix, a les interpeller
congriment par leur nom.

Chagqne jour, vers midi, sa

femmeiui apportait ia soupe
dans une gamelle d’étain, étrai-
tement fermée d’un couvercle.

Deja vieille, elle montrait des
bras de laveuse doux a voir et
fanés coname du velours blanc.

Elle causait un instant avec/|tis siégeaient dans le cristallin.| Ottawa. 1t was the culmination

A

point d’économies, il fallut a-
cheter une sébile, tendre la

‘main aux passants, tandis que
la femme, courageusement, se

meitait a laver chez des prati-

ques.
—La pauvre, qui avait des

mains si tendres! disait ]’aveu-
gle ayec un soupir. Cette né-
cessité de laisser peiner sa fem-

me semblait d’ailleurs le seul
chagrin du pére Francis. il
parlait de son infirmité en sou-

riant. 1] répondait aux conso-
‘lations avec une bonne humeur,
jamais lasse :

  
—Bah! monsieur, je ne

m’ennuie pas tant que vous le
croyez!
—Machinalement, puis avec

une attention professionnelle,
tandis qu’il caueait, je regar-
dais ses yeux ou 'a flamme de
vie était depuis tant d’années
éteinte. L’un des deux semblait

perdu. L’antre  apparaissait
couvert d’une blancheur lai-
teuse qui troublait la limpidité
de iris.

Je demandai :
—Voyez-rous

ches” ?

—Oh ! que oui, répondit-il,

elles volent en tas autour de
moi C’est comme un essaim.

—Kt avez-vous consulté quel-
qu'un pour vos yeux.
—Pas depuis quatre aas.
—Sarvez:- vous Ce que vous a-

vez ?

—Unecataracte.

—Si vous avez confiance en
moi, j@ pourrai vons rendre la
vue.

I] devint rouge et tourna la

téte vers mol avec un sourire
inquiet ; on eut dit que j’avais

la mon outil dans ma poche et
qne j’allais lopérer séance te-
nalite.

11 demanda,

mide :

—Ca ne sera pas dangereux ?
—Que 1isquezvous, pnisque

votre cécité est compléte.

Puis, commeil se taisait, j'a-

des “mou-

toujours ti-

|joutai :

—Voyons, vous n’ayez pas
peur, vous un ancien serrurier?

Alors il mit sa main dans ma
main et me dit :

—Je viendrai vous voir
quand yous voudrez. 0

lls étaient chez moi tous les
deux le surlendemain, dans

levrs vétements des dimanches,

lui trés crane, elle si chance-

laute, qu’il fallut tout de suite
l’asseoir, lui faire respirer des
sels.

Je reconnus a l’examen de
l’ophtalmoscope que les opaci- 

son homme, debout, les mains|C’était bien la vraiment une
sur les hanches. Puis, quand il| ¢ataracte lenticulaire si mire

avait fini de manger, elle bros") qué je comptais m’en débarras-
sait longuement. le

| “ “e
“s

paletot, ser trés facilement par yoie
. PHA | =$3 oe

blanchi au frélement des mu-);dextraction linéaire.

railles. [nsuite, amicalement,|

4 la fagon des gens de campa- en face de la fenétre, en bonne|such an, excellent representa-/™Missed. Night fell and a bi-

J’avais fait asseoir l’avengle

ene et des prétres, ils trottaient | !umiére sus ie jour blanc sdes
j'vne coutre l'autre leurs joues | rideaux. Mon gargon de service
ridées.

} e . . .

lui maintenait solidement la
Deux fois par jour je passais | téte. La bonne’femmenous re-

devant le Pere Francis, 4 la| gardait faire, les jambes flageo-
descente, a la montée, pour me ! lantes ; ses regardsallaient de
rendre a mes consultations de mes yeux au cyst.tome ct m’in-
Vhopital. Sonvent je Ini don-| terrogeaient,
nais un sou. Il finit par recon-| Commej'installais l’écarteur

naitre mon pas, et comme cha- |a ressort qui ouvre les pau-
que fo; on passage, il me sa- pleres, le pere Francis bou zon-

luait d'un:

le docteur ! nous lidmes con:|
Bonjour monsieur| 22.

—Bon courage, mon ami, lui
naissence.’Qnand je montais a) dis-je, le plus doulonreux est
cote, vers midi, en été, le

pean a la main, un peu essouf- \
{

|ilée, A cause de mon asthme.je!

cha-| fait.

L’eiil était bien immobile, je
saisis mon instrument et ponc-

m’arrétais pour faire avec l]'a-/tionnai la cornée en dedans de
veugle un bout de cavsette. isa circonférence Puis, rapide-

C’est ainsi qu’il me contason ment, a l'aide de Ja curette,

histoire. 1l avait travaillé trente j’enlevai les débris du cristal- |

ans dans la serrurerie. 11 ga- lin. La lumiére inonda l’eil.
enait gros, et commeles enfants Le bonhommepoassa un cri.
n'étaient pas venus, on vivait) A ses pieds 4 genoux sa femme
bourgeoisement. La femme n’ex-| était tombée. Sans voix, elle
ereait aucun métier. levait sur lui sa pauyre faceri-

§

Un matin, 11 avait trouvé sa. dée.

arché de mal en pis, trés vite.
Au bout de denx ans, sur ses
yeax, la nuit s’était faite pro- 4

vue moins bonne. Cela avait | Je lui eriai :

| —C’est bien ! Levez-vons.
| Ejle ne bougeapas. Elle res-
alales yeux fixés sur son

fonde. Alors comme on n’'avait /homme,
 

cherchant dans cet

oeil depuis tant d’aunées éteint
l’éveil promis de la lumiére.

Tui d’abord avait rejeté son
buste en arriére, reculé comme

sous un heart en pleine poi-
rine.

Le jour quile baignait illum
ma sa face transfigurée. Quel-
ques secondes il demeura muet,
la bouche entr’ouverte. Puis,
lentsment son visage s’inclina,
tandis que ses mains cher-
chaient, pour la bénir, la téte

de la femme agenouillée.
/ Mais au moment de toucher
les chevenux gris, ses mains se
relevérent, dans un geste de

navrante surprise, tout le vi-
sage se détendit, des larmes
parurent, descendirent lente-

ment sur les jones, et l’opéré
murmura d’une yoix brisée :
—Ah!chére! comme tu as

vieilli!

Hugues Le Roux.

 

THE SIEGE OF SEBAS-
TOPOL

THE BIG SPECIAL ATTRACTION

FOR THE EXHIBITION

THE BEST ACHIEVMENT OF

MODERN PYROTECHNIC

SKILL

The spectacular feature of
the coming Exhibition, the

Siege of Sebastopol will be the
first presentation of such an at.

traction in the Maritime Pro-

vinces. 1t will be presented
each evening of the exhibition
in front of the grand stand and

there will also be introduced

the spevialties, acrobats, tum-

blers, high divers, etc., and a

magnificent display of fire-
works. Many of our people are
not aware of the scope of this

attraction and they will be all
interested in the notice of its

production at the Ottawa Ex-
hibition last year, from the Ot-
tawa Citizen, and which will

be given at Halifax in the same
manner and by the same firm,
and &Teale, who gave the

Ottayyaproduction :
* spectacular drama “The

Siege df Sebastopol” was pre-
sented for the first time last

evening at the fair. As the

prime feature of the fair seve-

ral thousand people were

drawn out to witness it and a
better satisfied crowd of spec- |
tators never left the grounds

after the conclusion of any pro:

gramme of the kind. The pre-'
sentation was of such as has’
never before been esclipsed in

  
    

of the best achievements of
modern pyrotechnic skill. The
drama was put on in a manner
that was highly creditable and

 

forth the mouths of many can-
non.

VERY FORMIDABLE LOOKING

A formidable looking citadel
—the Malakofi—crowned the

summit of the mountain From
the top of this citadel floated
the Russian flag. Behind the

mountain lay the city suppose-
dly secure behind a winding
stone wall, Fits mosques and
public buildings in full. view.
Farther behind a pale blue out-
lined other mountains in the

dim distance. In the harbor to
west of the city and within
range of the guns Of the Mala-

koff three men of war lay at

auchor. Hast and west of the
city aad also withinthe shelter

of the citadel guns, were
pitched the.tents of the Rus-
sian army. Thus lay the scene
at the opening of the perform-
ance last evening.

THE BATTLE BEGINS

First a party of English red-

base of the mountain. They
return the compliment and for
some time desultory firing is
kept up between the opposing
parties from sheltered posi-
tions. Presently the Russians

four of their number down the
mountain to ask for permission
to bury their dead. The request
is acceeded to by the English
and French generals. The dead
are Carried off from before the
trenches During the truce two
Russian spies are discovered to
be taking notes of the allied
position. They are captured by
the soldiers, brought before the
English general for examina-
tion and found gui.ty. The
decree went forth that they
were to be shot. The penalty
of death was then enacted. As
the band played the “Dead
March in Saul”the troops with
solemn step fell into line on
either side of the convicted
spies. The spies close together
by themselves, trembling with
fear. Beh'nd then were placed
two roughcoffins to receivetheir
bodies after they were shot.
Before them a few yards dis-
tant a party of Zouaves stood
in line and when the order

was given raised their guns
and fired. The spies fell for-
ward on their faves dead, and

were immediately picked up,
laid into the coffins and carried
away from the spot.

ORDERS TO ATTACK

After this despatches were
brought to the British head-
quarters arranging fora gene-
ral attack by the fleet and land
forces of the allied army, which
brought on a genera! review

of the troops under the French 
the fair management deserve!
infin'te praise for bringing on|

tion. |

The costumes of those who
took part were all new. Among
the two hundred militia that!

participated in the event were:

Highlanders dressed out and
looking handsomein their kil-;
ted uniform, others in the loose

fitting un:form of the Zouaves,
the dark uniform of the French |
army, the checked grey uni-

and others in the white uni.
form of the british tar.

The scenery was verypretty.

Beneath the glare ef the power-
ful searchlights and numerous

electric lamps the scene itself
previous to the attack was in-
deel realistic. Before the spec-

tators lay Sebastopo! in all its
grandeur and mountainous sur-

roundings as it were before the

form of the Russian soldiers,

and English generals. After
tbis review the men were dis

vouas scene fo!lowed. The sol-
diers gathered
groups, camp fires were iighted

and they prepared to go to
sleep.

In the distance a quartette
teea cta tee

was heard singing “Tentingto |
night” so sweetly and softly as
to thrill the hea-t of eachliste-

ner. Gradually the music died
away until it seemed like a
lingering echo The camp was

nowin darkness. The soldiers

Was nowin darkness. The soi-

diers were asleep.

THE SIGNAL OF DEATH

Presently the low booming
of cannon was heard in the

distance. It was the British

tack from the sea.

One of the officers on the

field heard the cannonading, armed forces occupied it and

wrought its destruction. The

hundred feet was a mountain

with breastworks at varied

distances, from which peered and jumping up sawthe ships
| firing. He rouses a bug!er who

green sward lay as a vast plain |iustantly calls the troops into

before the city. Rising from order and the grand attack on|
the plain toa height of many) the Ma!okoff commenced. The|

|} Russians in their entrenche

positions stubbornly resisie

| the attack, but eventually

|marge

coats stealthily approachedthe|

raised a flag of truce and sent/-

together in)

men of war beginuing the at-

were gradually
ten up the hill by the french
and English troops on either

bea-/ W A R NING!

1 wish to inform the pu-
side, and at that time the air pic that several parties are tra-
was full of exploding bombs,
etc., as well as vigorous firing
from all sides. At last the Ma-|
lakoff was taken and the al-|{

lied armies entered it and thus
‘the sieze ended.
A splendid display of fire-

works fel'owed, which for va-

riety and beauty excelled any-

thing ever witnessedin Ottawa

before.

P.
(

E. ISLAND
ILLUSTRATED

100 pages. Containshistorical
sketch, and descriptive articles
on the Island asa summer re-
sort, its agricuitural features,
etc., etc. Profusely illustrated
with  half-ione engravings.
Printed on best paper. 25 cents
a copy. Seat to any address on
recept of price. Trade supplied.
Write to

THE EXAMINER Pus.Co.
Charlottetown
  

 

GEO BARRAT

(iraduate of the Optical Institute of Ca
nada,

259 St James St, Montreal
nn, Riags

Opera Glasses from $2 50
Microscopes -50

Telescopes, Thermometers,
Barometers, Hydrometers for
milk etc’, Magic Lanterns.
a Spectacles and Eyegiasses to
suit ali sights.

Oculistes’ Prescriptions
CorrectlyFilled

Kodak and Camera Supplies

The New Photake carrying
five 2x2 plates with full sup
plies for $2 50.
Sendfor Cirevlars.

Fox Houndsfor

sale
—OxX X90—

Thoroughbred Virginia Fox
Hounds pupsfor sale at $5.00
each.

First application gets the
pick.

Apply to
Chas. Dalton, Tignish

$18,000 INCASH $18,000

 

 

Grand Provincial Exhibi-
tion

FIALIFAS

SEPTEMBER 28th To OCTOBER

Ist, 1897.

Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals

The largest amount ever of
fered in Prizes at any Exhibi-
tion in the Maritime Provinces.

in additition to the Grand
Agricultural and Industrial

Exhibition. special attractions
have been arranged for every
day and night.   The Spectacular Siege of Se-
bastopool every evening-—the|

most gorgeous and realisticef.|
fects ever prodazed in Canada,|

| An unequalled half mule |
itrack for speed competition |

Exhibits carried at exceed-
ingly lowrates. Very cheap ex
cursion tickets on all railways
and steamboats.

- Full particularsJater.
Apply for prize list, entry

forms and ail information to

John E. Wood

Secretary
Halifax, N.8.

 
July 22. ’97

 —   |R-LP.A.N.S
Packed Without Glass.

{ __TEN FOR FIVE CENTS.

This special form of Ripans Tabulesis prepared
from the original prescription, but moreeconom-
ically put up for the pu of meeting the
universal modern demand tor a low price.

|
|

   
DIKECTIONS,—Take one at meal or bed

time or whenever you feel poorly. Swallow it
whole, with or without a mouthful of water.

| They cure all stomach a aos Saas pate s
| induce sleep ; long life. An invaluable tonic.
j Best Spring Hedicine. ‘Oo matter what’s the
| matter, one will do y:

nts and -
d | Glers will be supplied at a pricewhich will allow

th the outer in every case,
ight or express charges at the buyer’s cost.

 

 

velling the country usiag my
name and pretending to be sel-

ling Spectacles for me. Mr. C.

H White is the only traveller
that 1 employ. He is competent
to test eyes and fit Spectacles
properly. 1f auy others call and
say they are selling ‘or me
please ask then to show their
licence.

E. W. TAYLOR
Optician.

CAMERON BLOCK.

Ch’Town. Aug. 2nd 1896,
  

ALBERTON HEADQUARTERS

SPRING 1897.

Ready to please
CLOTHING

We have imported an ele-
gant line of clothing for the
spring and Summer trade.
Never have Styles been so pret-
ty. Never have the goods been
30 well made. Never were the
parterns as good — besi ofall-

NEVER

have the prices been so low.
Suits at $4.00
Suits “ 5.00

Suits “ 6.00
Suits “ 8.00
Suits “ 9.00
Suits “ 10.

and upwards.
Children Suits 1.00 each
Mens Pants 1.00 each up.
Mens Coats 3.00 “ ‘

> hs oo Tt ~<b
EVERYHING IN

CLOTHING

—_—_—_——

The largest stock

in the Town,
—_

—_—_

Call and see our
Clothing.

Benj. Rogers
Alberton.

JOB PRINTING
 

 

Whypay such high prices for
Job Printing, when you

can get hice printing
doue hereat prices

within the
reach of

al]
LIMPARTIAL OFFICE

£3 YEARS*
EXPERIENCE.
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TRADE MAR

DESICNs,
aula . COPYRIGHTS &e.

A sending a sketch and descri
quickly ascertain, free, whether an reninprobably patentabie. Communications strictlyconfidential. Oldest agency for securing patents+e eave is washington office,

en throu ecelspecial notice in the - re ”

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,
beautifully illustrated, la
any scientificjournal, Weehiftennsheiesix mon hs. Specimen copies and DK ON PATENTS sent free, Address

MUNN & CO, °
361 Broadway, New York.

Ripans Tabules cure indigestion,
Ripans Tabules cure headache.
Rivans Tabules cure dyspepsia,
Ripans Tabules enre torpid liver
Ripans Tabules cure bad breath,
Ripans Tabules assist digestion.Ripans Tabuies: gentle cathartic.
Ripans Tabules cure dizziness,
Ripans Tabules cure flatulence.
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