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The Birthday Murder

By Lange Lewis
CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE

Part Two

111 f
the soft scuffle o
mﬁf{;,_wﬁa Hazel came through

open French door, & tray con-
e ing & plate’ of sandwiches and
winlP © lasses of iced coffee held
mﬂy level. She set the tray down

the table with a metallic sound.
:It‘m looked at Victoria and sald:
put 1I'm sure 1 didn’'t make any
mistake and use the ant poison in-
tead of the sugar. I've Lo.l_d Mr.,
‘l‘uck that. I've sworn to it.

Then she turned and went away,
ner black kid slippers with their
ompoms making a sibilant sound.
victoria stared aner‘ her. The
.alm finality of Hazel's statement,
soming as it did, unnerved her
W said sawn. He added:
awell, well, well.” Victoria looked
yt him, and was shocked. His
whole face seemed to have come
alive, Then he leaned forward to-
ward her, and the reflection of the
i in the white table warmed h_ls
rce, put sparkle into  the dark
irises of his eyes. “There '}s a dead
woman named Lucia Rio,” he sald,
wwho killed herself with sleeping
pills. At first her death puzzled
me: but I think I know now how
it happened. She had thought so
often of doing that, that one night
her hands did it by themselves.
ghe was drunker than usual, I
imazine. and one more man had
hurt and angered her. It was late
and she was alone and the tab-
lets were there beside the bed, and
the hands reached out to them
and used them.” He stood up. He
walked to the door and turned to
say, “Latins make so little of a lit-
tle death, a little blood. I have to
remind myself that it's quite dif-
erent here.”
f Victoria knew that she would
never forget his face, looking down
at her.

The coroner's inquest into the
death of Albert Hime took place
at 1 o'clock on the Tuesday follow-
ing his death, It was held in a
small tan-paneled - courtroom in
the Los Angeles City Hall. The in-
" quest could have been delayed
pending the uncovering of further
evidence by the police, but Tuck,
Gufferty and the district attorney
were of the opinion. that the na-
ture of the case dla not warrant
such a delay. The district attorney
was sure that only a confession of
suilt would conclusively solve it.
Tuck was fairly certain what the
outcome of the inquest would be—
a verdict of murder at the hands
of a person or persons unknown,
although this would depend to
some extent on the coroner and on
the coroner's jury also. He had
scen coroner's juries whoSe per-
sonality ranged from lethargic
stupidity which docilely went by
the letter of the * coroner's sum-
ming up of the evidence to juries
who boldly brought forth an un-
expected decision ag to  where
th guilt lay. So he could not be
sure., ,
Victoria Hime, wearing a gray
striped suit and a  wide, tilted
black felt hat which clung to her
short craying hair by means of a
black bandanna, looked hard, cap-
able and detertnined. Tuck mnoted
the strength and . purity of the
line of her jaw, the coolness of
her clear gray eyes, the sternness
of her wide mouth. She testified
as to the identity of the deceased.
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“Impressions of Ottawa and
Parliament” is the subject of the
fullowing interesting address by
Mr. J. Angus MacLean, M.P, for
Queen’s, which is scheduled to be
broadcast this evening.

“I arrived here in Ottawa a
couple of days bhefore Parliament
reassembled on October 9th. For
me, coming to Ottawa was in many
ways like coming back home, for I
had spent two and a half inter-
esting and busy years at the Air
Force Station at Rockeliffe, just
outside the city, during the war.
“The day before Parliament op-
ened, I met the other three new
members, who are also Progressive
Conservatives and were elected in
by-elections on the same day that
you elected me. I would like to
tell you a bit about each of them
now.

“Howie Meeker, is, the new mem-
ber for Waterloo Qouth. He suc-
ceeds Karl Homuthp also a Con-
servative, who represented Water-
loo South for many years. Howie
iy the star hockey player with the
Toronto Maple Leafs. So between
hockey and Parliament, he is a
very busy man. He served in the
Army in the last war and was
wounded twice. He is married and
kas one daughter four years old.
A second daughter was born only
& few days ago and this event was
headlined in the Toronto paper
with the words ‘Blessed are the
Meekers'.

“Howic is a very well-informed
young man of 28 and is an im-
pressive speaker. I think that
there s an excellent future in
store for him in Parliament. In
the by-election, Howie increased

She asserted her belief that he

had not killed himself. She de-

scribed briefly the iast dinner they

had eaten together. ,

The coroner, a precise man,

gray of face and hair, showed

some confusion over the matter of

the sugar, for which Tuck could

not blame him.

‘“The gist of it, then, Mrs. Hime,

is that you used no sugar from the

bowl on the table, whereas your

hushand did?”

“Yes.” .

“You yourself placed this bowl

on the table?”

“Yes.”

“About an hour before we ate.”

“Did you fill this bowl?"”

“No.”

“Who did?"

“My servant, Hazel Bennett.”
‘To be continued
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Mr. MacLean Describes
Parliamentary Procedure

the Conservative majority” in his
riding by more than two thousand
votes, His 'riding also voted Con-
servative in the recent Ontario
election, although prior to that it
had been held by the C.C.F. pro-
vincially.

Other Newcomers

“Another of the new members is
Gordon Churchill, who is 52 and
represents Winnipeg South Cen-
tre. formerly a Liberal stronghold
Gordon is a veteran of both world
wars and left the Army with the
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He
was & school teacher during the
period between the wars and while
the war was on, was elected to
the Manitoba Legislature, repre-
senting the Armed Forces. On his
release from the Army, although
he was 44, he went back to college
again and studied law which he

now prattices in Winnipeg.

“@ordon Churchill's victory at
the polls was perhaps the most
remarkable of the four. He ran
in the 1949 general election and
was defeated by more than eight
thousand votes by his Liberal op-
ponent, yet on the by-election, he
overcame this huge majority and
won with plenty to spare. His elec-
tion gave many complacent M.P.'s
cause to think for there are few,
very few members of Parliament
with majorities of 8,000 or more.
Gordon is an experienced and cap-
able parliamentarian. His chief
interests are defence and veterans'
affairs,

“The other new member is Wal-
ter Dinsdale of Brandon, Mauitoba.
Walter is 37 and succeeds Mr.
Matthews who was a native of Al-
bany, P.E.I. and who defeated
John Bracken at the last general
election. Walter {s a member of
one of the old pioneer families of
Brandon, and his father wasMay-
or of that city for some time. Be-
fore the last war, Walter spent
scme time as a social worker in
the slums of Montreal and during

the war, he served with great dis-

the R.C.A.F. and was decorated
with the D.F,C. Since the war
he has been a professor at Bran-
don_College. He has two young
sons, one three years old and the
other three months.

Walter defeated the much pub-
licized Grant MacEwan, fcrmer
Dean of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan, and who
according to rumour, was to be-
come the new Minister of Agricul-
ture in place of Mr. Gardiner. All
these rumours stemmed from plans
which were hatched without re-
ferring to the people of Brandon
whose plan it was to elect Walte~
Dinsdale to represent them, and
elect him they did with a majority
ot over two thousand votes.

“All three of these new members
are young, keen, capable men who
are a great contribution to Parlia-
ment and a tower of strength to
the Opposition. If I am able to
do half as well as they, the people
of Queen’s will not regret having
elected me. :

“On the morning of the day
Parliament reassembled, we four
new members went to the office of
the Clerk of the House of Com-

tinction as a right fighter pilot in

mons, where he were sworn in and

then we signed the roll. After
photographs were taken, we were
shown up to the entrance of the
Commons Chamber where the
House was already in session.

“At the appointed time, we were
met at the door by ‘the leader of
our party, Mr. Drew, and were es-
corted by Drew and a Conservat.
ive member from our home Pro-
vince, one at a time down the

carpeted floor of the Commons to
the end of the great oak table of
the Clerk of the House.

“We were introduced in the or-
der in which our elections had of-
ficially been reported to the Clerk,
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s0 it happened that I was second. “‘Mr, Speaker, I beg leave to
I was escorted, of course, by Mr, | introduce Mr. Angus MacLean wha
McLure and Mr. Drew. The latter [ has been elected to re,preunt the
introduced me in the traditional | constituency of Queen’s. He has

way with these words: Continued on page 14
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BOOKS from your LIBRARY

help you plan for Christmas and Holiday fun.

Gardner, H. J.—Let’s Celebrate Christmas.

Becker, M. L.—Home Book of Christmas.

Sechrist, E. H—Christmas Everywhere. )

Wertsner, A. B.—Make Your Own Merry Christmas.

Wheeler, Opal—Sing For Christmas.

Lowrie, D.—The Art Of Wrapping Gifts.

Goddard, G.—Let’s Have a Good Time Tonight.

McKay, H—At Home Tonight—Games, Crafts, Plz-
zles.

Leeming, J.—Games to Make and Play at Home.

These bobks, or others like them, are available
at branches of the Prince Edward Island Libraries.

mas Gift.

Boshast Cedar Chest!

Just Received

sell

Put your deepest Christmas wishes into "her" longed for hope
chest. Delightful to look at, practical to use. The traditional Christ-

Use the revolving credit plan — only $10.00 per month

with Simpson’s in Charlotte-
town, this delightful Walnut
Chest in Waterfall design to

. Exclusive

for only

99.50

CAGENTY

R

F. A. S. JONES

Representative

129 Kent St.

provided for this purpose.

BIG CONTEST SALE

Yes folks here is something new to help you with your Christmas. shopping and at
the same time give you an opportunity to win a free order of groceries. Beginning on
Monday 10th, Dec. 1951 and until Saturday 22nd Dec. 1951, you will be given a dupli-
cate slip for all orders of $1.00 or over. Just deposit the original copy into-a box
At 8 P. M. on Saturday, 22nd Dec. 1951 three slips will
be drawn and prizes awarded lucky winners as follows:

1ST. PRIZE .... $10.00 GROCERY ORDER

2nd. PRIZE ....
3rd. PRIZE ....

5.00 GROCERY ORDER
3.00 GROCERY ORDER

WHITE or YELLOW

ICING

SUGAR, 2 pkgs.

DOMESTIC
MAGIC

ACADIA

BULK SHREDDED

BAKING NEEDS
SUGAR, 10 Ibs. for ......... $1.15

LARD, 2lbs.for .......ccc.... 49¢
SHORTENING, 2 Ibs. for ..... 65¢
BAKING POWDER. 11b. box . 3l¢c

BAKING POWDER, 1 Ib. box .. 25¢
WAI.NUTS.}'/4-II:. pkg. ....... 23¢

BULK
DATES, 2 Ibs. for ............ 35¢
COCOANUT, V2-lb. pkg. ..... 23¢

— SPECIALS —

for ......... 2%¢

15 OZ. TIN

20 OZ. TIN

OTHER SPECIALS

FAB, 2 Ige. pkgs. for ......... T3¢
SUNLIGHT SOAP,

1 BOTTLE HAND LOTION AND

2 CAKES CB SOAP, dll for ... 45¢

1 LUSTRE CREME SHAMPOO AND
3 CAKES CB SOAP, dll
PEARS, 2 for ............... 39¢

PEACHES, 2 for ............. 89¢
CARNATION MILK, 2 tins .... 33c

2 cakes ... 23¢c

for ... 39¢

288 COUNT

LARGE SIZE

FRUITS

ORANGES, per doz. ......... 33¢c
GRAPES, 2 Ibs. for .......... 29¢

APPLES, per doz. ............ 39¢

family.

We will also have many other items on sale as fhey arrive. Visit our DRY GOODS
STORE where we have a large selection of To

ys and Gifts for every member of the

PEOPLE'S CO-OP ASS'N LTD.

Here Again!

F

The Big Annual Turkey Do |

2 Great Big
Christmas Turkeys

To Lucky Christmas Visitors

REE

. Holman Stores.

Come To HOLMAN'S FURNITURE Dept!

Summerside or Charlottetown

And Cast Your Free Ballot

There are wonderful arrays of gifts for both young and old in Island’d™
biggest and best Furniture Departments . . . Come to Holman’s and See
for Yourselves! Every Visitor is entitled to one ballot for the FREE
Turkey to be drawn for on Saturday,
] : Every Adult is eligible—you don't have to buy ona
single thmg—Sim}gl}ﬁ fvisit. either ll;Iolman Furniture Department—put
your name on a Ballot—everyone has an‘equal chance of wi
. of the FREE Turkeys! % b i

GET FREE BALLOTS IN FURNITURE OFFICE

December 22nd at 8 p.m., at Both

. Drawing Takes

HOLMANS/ELY

Place - Saturday, Dec. 22-8 P.M.
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NORTH RUSTICO, P. E. I.




