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Mr. Fleming's Letter

Elsewhere in today’s issue we pub-
lish a letter from Hon. Mr. Fleming,
Federal Minister of Finance, taking
exception to our editorial of May 12,
in which it was urged—since neither
party can find ground for agree-
ment—that the unfortunate contro-
versy over what was said at the
grants-in-aid conference at Halifax
should be terminated. He encloses
copies of two letters which he had
sent to Premier Matheson and which
we published, along with the Pre-
mier’s replies, on May 14. They were
released by the Premier without com-
ment.

Mr. Fleming complains that twice
in our editorial we ascribed to him a
threat that he would “restrict his
dealings with Premier Matheson”
pending a withdrawal of the latter’s
complaints against federal officials.
He says that at no time did he make
such a threat and asks that we indi-
cate the source from which this “ut-
terly untrue statement has emanat-
ed.”

The statement attributed to him
is in the very first paragraph of the
story which he released to the Canadi-
an Press on May 9 and which we pub-
lished on the following day. It was
broadcast throughout the country,
and it reads: “Ottawa (CP). Finance
Minister Fleming indicated Friday
that he will restrict his dealings with
Premier Matheson until the Prince
Edward Island Premier withdraws his
statements he imputed to two federal
civil servants.” If the Finance Minis-
ter was misquoted by Canadian Press
»n that occasion, he should immedi-
ately have issued a correction. If it
was merely a misinterpretation of his
remarks by Canadian Press, and not

a direct quotation, it was still his duty

to have corrected it. We assumed it
to be correct and we were not the only
Maritime newspaper which took
prompt objection to it. In an editorial
which we republished on Saturday,
the Halifax Chronicle-Herald stated
that the Minister “has carried his
feud with P.E.1. Premier Alex Mathe-
son too far when he says he will re-
strict his dealings with him until the
latter withdraws,” etec.

We are pleased, and we are sure
Premigr Matheson will be pleased, to
have the Minister’s assurance that
he made no such threat. As he says
truly, “Any pe'rson' bearing the res-
ponsibility of Minister of Finance
must always be ready to have
‘dealings’ “ with the constituted
authorities of ' the Provinces in
any matter pertaining to their
joint constitutional responsibilities.”
We can only wish that he had made
clear this attitude when he carried
his controversy to the Canadian Press
in the first place.

Mr. Fleming maintains, further,
that we had no right to assume that
the Premier’s complaint with regard
‘to what was said at the meeting was
supported by the Premier’s officials.
On the contrary, we had thought that
this was self-evident from the Pre-
mier’s statement in the Legislature

< and from, the subsequent correspon-
dence. Mr. Fleming in his first letter
to Premier Matheson indicated his
awareness that the latter was basing
his statements on notes taken at the
conference. From whom would the
notes come but from the Premier’s
officials, who were the only Island
representatives in attendance?

As stated in our editorial, how-
ever, there is no point in continuing a
controversy in which the claims are
irreconcilable. This applies to opinions
expressed about the whole conference
proceedings, the manner in which it
was called and the formula which it
produced. We do not think there is
anything “amazing” in our conten-
tion that it should have been held on a
ministerial level, or that, at the very
.fg:;,tzk\éirk;'}\ti;l report sh.ould have

€ proceedings. That
would have shown what pressure, if
any, was brought to bear upon :)ut'
Island representatives in accepting
an amount much less than we had rea-
son to expect. Mr. Fleming says that
the need for verbatim reporting at
such conferences “has néver been
evident in the past.” We submit that
the present controversy proves the
need to have been very evident in this
case,

/

The Poultry Industry

It is disturbing to hear that the
poultry industry in the Province 1is
going through a “recession”. For
some time this industry had account-
ed for more than 12 per cent of the
Island’s total farming economy; but
during the past year or two this per-
centage has been reduced, according
to statements made at a recent meet-
ing of agricultural officials sponsored

_by local members of the APEC execu-
tive.

Two points of special interest were
brought out atrthis meeting. One was
that although a modern eviscerating
plant has been established at Sum-
merside, with substantial Govern-
ment assistance, a considerable vol-
ume of poultry is shipped to Moncton
for processing. One reason for this,
undoubtedly, is that many farmers,
accustomed to sending their poultry
to Moncton, are hesitant about divert-
ing their business to the new plant.
This is a hurdle which any new busi-
ness is likely to confront. But, accord-
ing to an APEC official, farmers are
of the opinion that grading at the
Mencton plant is more favourable for
them than it is at Summerside. Just
why this should be is a matter for the
experts to discuss; but, of course,
farmers can’t be blamed for sending
their products to the plant which
they believe gives them the better re-
turn.

The other point was that eggs

pass through too many hands before -

they reach the consumer—as many as
seven agencies, in some instances.
No wonder the price spread between
producer and consumer is wide. The
wonder is that it is not even wider. It
must be that some of the agencies
make a very small profit.

Doubtless, all those interested in
the poultry business will do every-
thing possible to improve it where it
is lagging. An industry whose poten-
tial value is more than 12 per cent of
our agricultural economy is too valu-
able to be allowed to wither away.

Notice Of Intention
Col. John A. Macdonald, M.P. for

Kings, has given notice of his inten-

tion to introduce a resolution urging
the Federal Government to give con-
sideration to commencing construc-
tion of a P.E.I.—N.B. causeway “at
the earliest feasible date.” ;
This, of course, is a formality,
since the Federal Government is al-

ready committeed to the construction
of the causeway ‘“at the earliest
feasible date,” provided the survey
now under way shows the project to
be technically and financially sound.
It will, however, serve a purpose. It
will remind Federal authorities that

| the people of this Province expect the
. results of the survey to be announced

within a reasonable time affer its
completion and that they are not go-
ing to take too kindly to any unneces-
sary “ands”, “ifs” and “buts”.
Either the survey will be favour-
able to construction or it will not. Our
people. don’t expect the impossible;
but this time they are expecting def-
inite action, one way or the other. We
have every confidence that the Gov-
ernment’s attitude in the matter will
be as good as Mr. Diefenbaker’s word
given in the election campaign. Still,
it does no harm to give the Cabinet a
little prod from time to time; and Mr.
Macdonald is to be commended for
doing that in his notice of intention.

EDITORIAL NOTES

It was on all counts a pleasant
visit which His Excellency Governor
General Massey paid us last week.
Let us hope that he may find leisure
to return for a well-earned holiday.

2 3 -

Joint action is \,vhat is necessary
to deal w;ith the unsatisfactory potato
market situation, and Friday’s meet-
ing of the Potato Marketing Board
with executive members of the Potato
Producers Association and Potato
Dealers Association is promising in
this connection. It is hoped that there
will be no difficulty in obtaining ac-
ceptance of the application before the
Agricultural Prices Stabilization
Board to guarantee 75 cts. per bushel
for stocks remaining unsold at the
end of the shipping season.

® - -«

Australian Government officials
recently were hosts to a trade delega-
tion from Communist China and an-
other from Formosa. Different dis-
cussions, however, had to be held for
the transaction of business. The Com-

-

‘ munist group said that China couid

buy more wool from Australia if Aus-
tralia would increase her imports
from China. The leader of the For-
mosa delegation warned Australia
against signing any agreement with
the Communists, because such an
agreement, he said, would lead to po-
litical infiltration by
agents,

Communist
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FINANCE MINISTER REPLIES J

Sir,—My attention has been

drawn to the editorial appearing
in your issue of May 12th.
- Twice in this editorial you
ascribe to me in direct quotation
marks a threat that the Minister
of Finance will ‘‘restrict his
dealings with .Premier Mathe-
son’’ pending a withdrawal by the
latter of his objectionable state-
ments concerning officials of this
Department It is about time some
attempt was made to adhere to
in the matter of
Premier Matheson’s unwarranted
charges against officials of the
Department of Finance. At mno
time have I said that I would re-
strict my dealings with Premier
Matheson or make any statement
bearing any resemblance fo the
one which yoqu attribute to me
twice in your editorial. I am the
more amazed that you have
chosen to ascribe the threat to
me in difect quotation marks.
I think it not unfair to ask you
to indicate to me from what
source this utterly untrue state-
ment has emanated.

My communications to Premier
Matheson at the date of your
editorial were confined to: two
letters dated April 18th and May
2nd. I enclose herewith copies
thereof. You will not find there-
in any statement resembling the
one you ascribe to me and upon
which you have based your mis-
leading editorial. S

Any person bearing the respon-
sibility of Minister of Finance
must always be ready to have
‘“‘dealings” with the constituted
authorities of the Provinces on
any matter pertaining to their
joint constitutional responsibili-
ties. Firm' adherence to this rule
is in no sense neutralized by a
defence of the officials of this
Department against aspersions
cast upon them without any
basis in fact.

I turn now to another part of
your editorial. You state ‘“‘we
find it hard to believe that our
own officials, Mr. Massey and
Mr. MacLeod, did not faithfully
report back to the Premier”.
You take it for granted and in-
vite your readers to take it for
granted that these two men
_have supported the claim of
Premier Matheson that an official
of this Department made a state-
ment that $1.7 million in the case
of Prince Edward Island was
“more than they deserve”, 1

| water.

suggest to you that this is an |

assumption which you are not
entitled to make, let alone base
conclusions upon it.

You have chosen as well to
make the amazing statemenf that
the Halifax meeting *“‘should have
been held on a ministerial level”
On the contrary, the facts are
as follows:—

1. The meeting was not con-
vened or arranged by Canada. It
was requested by representatives
of the Provinces concerned who
made all the necessary arrange-
ments,

2. The meeting was a technical
discussion on the best means of
arriving at a mutually satisfac-
tory division of any amount
_avai]able as an Atlantic Prov-
inces Adjustment Grant. Federal
officials attended only to pro-
vide technical assistance as any
agreement or understanding was
purely a matter of Provincial
concern.) -

3. The meeting had no power
to make decisions. The under-
standings reached at the meeting
had no effect until approved by
the respective Provincial Govern-
ments. The Provincial officials
reported in due course fo their
respective Governments and the
joint unanimous decision of these
four Governments was com-
municated to the Prime Minister
by Premier Stanfield as spokes-
man for the Premiers of the four
Atlantic Provinces by letter dat-
ed January 6th, 1958. That
cision was to share the Atlantic
Adjustment Grant in the pro-
portions which were subsequent-
ly duly legislated by the Par-
liament of Canada in January.

4. 1t has never been the cus- | dertake to abolish another sim- |

de- |

|

at technical meetings or at meet-
ings Meld in camera. Aside from
the practical difficulties which
could conceivably be overcome,
it has always been the view that
such' reporting would hinder
rather than help the free ex-
change of ideas which is the
prime purpose of such meetings.
Further, the need of verbatim
reporting has never been evident
in the past.

Thus you will see that the

Federal Government simply -ac-:

cepted and acted upon an agree-
ment reached by the four At-
lantic Provinces  themselves,
and that the P;emier of Prince
Edward Island  was a willing
party to the unanimous decision
reached by the four Provincial
Governments. Their decision
was in each case taken in-
dependently. /

In the light of these facts it is
obvious, that the views expres-
sed in your editorial of May 12th

_are entirely unwarranted,

I am Sir, etc.,
DONALD M. FLEMING
Minister of Finance
Ottawa, May 16.
. (The Minister’s letter is dealt
with editorially in today’s issue.|
—Ed.G.).

THE WATER COMMISSION

Sir,—The ' Commissioners of
Sewers and Water Supply have
served Charlottetown since 1888
and through «all these years has
rendered to the City efficient
and economical service and do
not at present contemplate any
increase in water service rates
which is ‘their 'sole charge for
the combined services. This wat-
er rate takes care -of the main-
tenance of that Department and
in addition has in the past heen
sufficient to take care of the
interest and sinking funds on ‘its
bonds and to turn over to the
City a sizable surplus in average
years which the City takes into
its general revenue to spend for
other purposes.

It is claimed by Councillor
Gaudet that this Department is
lagging in its efforts to keep up
with the normal expansion of the
City but we would point out in
this connection that in 1948 Good-
will Avenue, Crestwood Drive and
Admiral Street were opened up
and served with both sewer and
that since that time, a
matter of ten years, there have

| been erected in this area some

54 homes, many of them duplex,
the taxes. of which constitute a

, considerable revenue for the City.

As to the adjoining area of the
Toombs property, referred to by
Councillor Gaudet, there are

some 75 lots that could be made

available for building purposes
but at present the City has only

| opened up one street in this area.

Can the Commission be blamed
for not serving this area further
when they do not even know where
the streets are to run? This
omission was brought to the at-
tention of the Council at Fri-
day’s night’s meeting. As to the
other areas mentioned by Coun-
cillor Gaudet, Upper Queen, St,
Park St., and Beach St. that have
at present no sewer service, the
Council should be aware from
previous information from the
Commission that these areas are
below grade and could only be
served by an expensive pumping
system,

The financial standing of the
Commission is at present in ex-
cellent shape and according to

Mr. . Crandall the mechanical
part of the system equally
satisifactory.

As to the charge that the Coun-
cil is not getting co-operation
from the Commissioers, may we
point out that at no time within
the term of office of the present
Commissioners has the City
Council asked for a joint meeting
with the Commission to discuss
the matter of services (in any
shape or form). It is an amazing
thing that one elected body of
the City Corporation, should un-

poration, parficularly when the
present City Council is composed
of many new members who may
not as yet be familiar with the
working of the Corporation.
Mayor Johnstone is reported to
have stated that Parkdale is pre-
pared to lay a sewer on Belmont
Street for combined service
that will not cost the City a cent.
Does anyone believe this tale or
think Parkdale can be this gen-
erous? The Commission has been
in consultation with the Park-
dale Commission to consider
having Parkdale lay this sewer
at their expense but in return
have requested substantial water
service from the Commission. The
Commission has this matter und-
er active consideration with the
hope that some satisfactory co-
operative action can be taken to
benefit both parties but a good
deal more than a cent is in-
volved. Sy

As to economy, it is under-
stood that a plebiscite will cost
about $3,700 or more which the
economy minded Council
have difficulty ‘to recover by
further economies in service if
they are granted authority to
handle the Sewar and Water Ser-
vice.

gress toward adulthood than any
deal more fuss over a first_ child.
And, conseiously or uncqnscmusly,

every move.

He is a fulfillment of the mai-

new gift which will bind thp mar-
riage more closely and bring un-
told happiness to the family.
view this
with his own potential.
PARENTAL INTERFERENCE

lives in perfection in their firs:

may |

First Child May
Feel Handicapped

Bt Herman N Bundesen, M.D.

It’s often tough to be th‘e first
child in a family. These mfan‘ts
may have more roadblocks
thrown in their way as they pro-

subsequent arrival in the family.
Parents generally make a good

they often try to dominate his

SPECIAL MEANING

To most parents their f.irst
child has a very special meaning.

riage contract; he is a sparkling

Many parents, unfortunately,
new arrival as an
individual with a life all his own,

There is a great temptatipn for
parents to try to relive their own

child. Often they resort to tec-
hniques which ' will preveqt gh.e
expression of the child’s indivi-
dual personality. In effect, t}}es’e
parents try to mold the child’s
life to fit their own desires.
Still other parents want their
children to be perfect in their
own right. Here again they act
to destroy the individuality of the
c¢hild, usually the first child, th-
rough striet discipline and by re-
jecting him when he fails to ac-
complish the goals they have set.
They create behavior standards
that are unnecessarily high. They
may insist upon table manners,
performance, cleanliness or neat-
ness which are beyond the devel-

represented on it and was com-
pletely ignored except for one
meeting at which the Commis-
sioners were invited to sit, as on-
lookers only. In spite of this,
the Commission encouraged its
expert Engineer to give all in-
formation available from the ef-
ficient records prepared and kept
by him. No co-operation was be-
grudged or even delayed.

So what can be the trouble?
Have they been. neglectful of
backslapping or why should they
be kicked out? After all, each
member of the Commission was
elected by the City at large and
not by an area as small as some
of the City Wards.

It seems strange that three
months after the Election, one
elected body should undertake to
abolish another elected body
without giving the Citizens a
valid reason for doing so.

Since 1887 the Commissioners
of Sewers and Water Supply have
handled their department effic-
iently and economically, and have
not been influenced in their de-
cisions by Civic Political inter-
ference or intrigue. For many
years this department has been
| paying its way and also turning
over to the City Council, each
year, a-surplus which they, the
City Council, were very pleased
to receive to aid them in their
own financing. All this is done

With regard to Ward 8, the

the Commission continues in of-
fice, it plans to immediately ad-
just the water rates downward
to the same level as other city
users, effective to the last col-
lection date and will give im-
mediate attention to the exten-

sion of both sewer and water
service to this area. It will also
endeavour to adopt a plan to
combine future extensions of
these services to a system to be
established on the west side of
North River Road.

As design and installation of
all previous extensions to our
service have been made under
the direction and supervision of
the W.H. Lea Engineering Con-
sultants of Montreal and have
proved so satisfactory in every
way and as we understand this
firm is now Chief Consulting
Engineers on the St. Lawrence
Water Ways Systems, we would
propose to seek their advice on
plans to make any changes or
extensions to our system.

As many citizens are aware,
the Sewers and Water Depart-
ment of this City has over the
years paid its way and has con-
tributed a surplus to the revenue
of the Council and it might be
well for our Citizens to think
twice before abolishing such a
body as this. -

Should the eitizens, on Wednes-
day next, decide to retain the
time tested present system of
elected Water Commissioners,
they can rest assured that econ-
omy and efficiency will be the
watchword of the Commission as
it has been in the past.

.We are Sir, etc.,
ROY BEVAN, Chairman, E.

CLAWSON AND WILFRED
MacKENNA
Water Commissioners.

TOMORROW’S PELBISCITE

Sir,—At a considerable expense
to our citizens, the City Council
is holding a Plelbiscite, and we
are being given the privilege of
deciding on the fate of the Board
of Water Commissioners. Are
they to be abolished or retained?

It might be well for 'us to
ponder this question seriously be-
fore casting our votes; it is only
by the grace of the Legislature
that the people have anything to
say in the matter. The Council
requested the Legislature to ab-
olish the Commission forthright,
but the Legislature insisted upon
a Plebiscite to get the wishes of
the people.

Why does the Council wish to
get rid of the Water Commission?
It is said that they doubt. the
Commission’s willingness io co-
operate with the extension of
sewerage and water to Spring
Park and other areas, most of
which areas have not had the
streets laid out. The Commission
never did proceed until it knew
what it was doing or trying to do
and have not yet been told what
was expected of them in Spring
Park.

The whole Extension Program
was organized by a large com-

| tom to have verbatim reporting \ilarly elected of the same Cor-' mittee, the Commission was mot

recent addition to our City, if |

on a very low water rate charge.
| Should this Board be abolished,
what. the future holds in the mat-
ter of increased water rates or
less efficient service, is any-
| bodys guess.
I think that we, as Citizens,
should assert ourselves in no un-

I am, Sir ete.,

parking meteres in

opment level of the child.

his own.

certain terms on this question. |

NOTES BY THE WAY -

More than 1,000 pennies’ were
lessly in Ottawa's new
pleces ol their first
ek of operation. This repre-
:veents 1,000 fruitless attempts to
get a penny to do the work of.a
nickle. Well, there’s no harm in
trying.—Ottawa Journal

“How did you get here?” a pri-
son visitor asked an old lag.
“Burglary — and it was all my
own fault. I spent three months
and 10 pounds of horsemeat mak-
ing friends with a dog, and theP’
in the dark I stepped on the caf.

—Galt Reporter

Then, there is yet another haz-
ard of being a first child. Be-
cause he is loved so' much, be-
cause he is so precious to his
young parents, he may be con-
sidered too fragile, too impor-
tant, to be permitted to act on

Thus, these parents tend to pro-
tect him from everything—from
competition, from anger, from
every physical hazard. They
place a protective arm about
him wherever he goes:
This,. of course, serves to kill
a youngster’s natural curiosity to
try new things and it acts to keep
him from doing anything for him-
self. He won’t act on his own, he
loses his *nitiative. When .a child
is unnecessarily overprotected, he
generally becomes overdepend-
ent.
You see, it really is tough to
be a first child.
QUESTION AND ANSWER
W.M.: My child was stung re-
peatedly .last summer by bees.
She had a severe 'reaction and
almost died from these stings.
Is there any jway she can be
immunized against them?
Answer: Recent tests have
shown that an extract made from
dead bees and given in increasing
dosages at various intervals, will
immunize a child against bee
stings.

EARLY GARDEN

I saw a garden a-bloom today,
With roses nodding so pert and
gay.

For every flower that-I had-seen
Was grown on the back of a
magazine!
—Gladys McKay

in the Regina Leader Post,

Cyrus Eaton may nof
ular figure in the
after the state departma
ests a few remarks he
ing a television intepyi
is encouraging to peop
lands to recognize that
in the U.S. is quite willi;
icize the sterile policy
been emanating from
in recent years. —Qu
icle- Telegraph

OUR YESTE

(From The Guardian F
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(May 20, 1933)
At a special meet
City Council last e
matter of repairing
Park breastwork, wh
damaged during la
and Sunday, was disct
cillor Hennessey, chs
Public Property Comn
ed that repair work
begun this week,

During the last thre
has been raging in the
Afton Road and Fren
has devastated terdy
distance of between th
four miles. The area
in the fire extends fr
woods at Afton Road
Nally’s at Frenchfort

ks

The cod fishermen of thiy
vince may have a better chayy
to dispose of their catehes iy
season at fair prices than it jy
at one time. It is understood fha
Mr. George Walle of
plans to open a central ﬁ*.d%
ing plant whose capacity will by
in the millions of pounds ang f,
which fish from all over the
vince may be taken,

Ay 4
Potato shippers from all pay
of the province gathered yestap.
day at Birch Court and fom
the P.E.I. Potato Shippers |
ory Association with' Mr, |
liam Hughes, M.L.A. ag |
dent. The purpose of the Mmeefing
was to form some i
measures to prevent a re-eny
ence of the reefer car shor
which took place last fall

i

Nothing gives an : author

“We're meant for you,” they | much pleasure as fo find f'|®
seemed to say. ' | works respectfully quoted by gy |
Then in a moment my glance | er learned authors. it [
was caught S —‘i!; g
By the dainty grace a lovely
plot e : y | !
% et Ttk wad for | ((emoor of Youron}
Fringed with the blue of delphin- o . b
: ; L
iums : ol
And the saucy; yellow of baby B
_ 'mums : ;
That stood in a row like fairy |
drums, i \ ‘
But I did not pick the gold and
green,

We then that are strong ought
to bear the infirmities of the

J. L. CURRAN

The Age Old Story

weak, and not te pl;ase our-

Former Water Commissioner.

selves.
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e Increase yield!

'GREEN CROSS

\

FUNGICIDES

' : s @NABAM AND ZINEB)

a

e Control disease!

1. Safe to Use

No burning; gives effective dis-
ease control without injury to

THIOGREEN is the different fungicide—instead of
stunting, it actually stimulates growth of potato vines
. + . and so increases the yield of your crop!

CHECK THESE ADVANTAGES:

. ' ~

foliage! and late blight! ;

2. Ac!heslve 4. Higher Yields ! »

Thn?green sticks to foliage, Thiogreen fungicides produce \ ";6

leaving an almost invisible larger crops of disease-free o

protective residue! potatoes! 2
e

3. Superior Disease
Control.
Effective against both early

*Registered Trade Mark.

ASK ABOUT THESE
AND OTHER GREEN CROSS
PRODUCTS AT YOUR DEALER'S

PRODUCTS —Field Leaders in Potato Pest Coﬂ"“l

Division of The Sherwin-Williams Co. of Canada
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