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Shipboard Fire

A8 secems almost inevitable after each
great fire disaster, the appalling loss of life
in the burning of the S. S. Noronic has re-
sulted in new and stringent regulations de-
signed to prevent the recurrence of a sim-
ilar holocaust. The new regulations under
the Canada Shipping Act are specifically to
provide for precautions to be taken against
fire in home-trade passenger steamships
carrying 25 berthed or 50 berthed and un-
berthed passengers, and they are to-apply
to an existing ship as well as a new ship
unless the Board of Steamship Inspection
permits departures subject to conditions
which satisfy the Board that the ship may
be safely operated.

Fire resistant decks and bulkheads are
required for living quarters, openings to be
provided with self closing fire resisting
doors. In railway car ferries the car deck
must be completely isolated from the pass-
enger spaces by fire resisting bulkheads,
doors and decks.

Paints, varnishes and other preparations
of a highly inflammable nature are not to
be used and automatic sprinkler and fire
alarm systems are required, the latter equip-
ment to be connected with shore water and
telephone services when alongside. Ships
carrying more than 100 passengers must
have a public address system for use in di-
recting passengers and crew in case of em-
ergency and more than one means of exit
must be provided while the ship is tied up
at a dock. .

Fire patrols and musters are provided
for, printed notices and diagrams must be
prominently displayed indicating muster sta-
tions, emergency signals and instructinrg
passengers how they are to conduct them-

" selves.

Fifth Wheels To The Cart -

Information and publicity divisions of
"Dominion Government departments cost the
Canadian taxpayer $975,670 last year ac-
cording to a return tabled in the House of
Commons recently by State Secretary F.
Gordon Bradley. Had the return included
Crown Companies and Government agencies,
the figure would run well over $1,250,000.
Departmental publicity and information
istaffs include 113 permanent and 173 tem-
porary civil servants for a total of 286 men
and women. Major items in the publicity
cost was salaries, with appreciable amounts
devoted to photographs.
Most costly information division in 1949
“'was that of External Affairs which ran up
'a bill of $226,420 for salaries, photographs
and publications. This division has 14 per-
manent and 37 temporary employees. Sec-
‘ond in line was Agriculture with 33 per-
manent and 31 temporary employees and
with an annual budget of $172,413. The
Post Office Department ranked third with
_an annual outlay of $80,000 and a staff of
15 permanent and 13 temporaries, and Na-
tional Health and Welfare fourth with 13
permanent and 15 temporary employees and
a budget of $77,888.

Commenting on the above expenditures,
the Ottawa Journal emphasizes that these
publicity agents with their cost of more
than a million dollars a year have nothing
to do with preparing the official and neces-
sary annual reports of government depart-
ments, nothing to do with preparing or issu-
ing the reports of Parliament, nothing to do
with the work of costs of the Printing Bur-
eau. They are publicity people engaged in
preparing and doling out what newspaper-
men know as “handouts”, and a great deal
" of which is mere propaganda for the Min-
istry.

Our Ottawa contemporary suggests that
' no public interest would suffer if at least
50 per cent of these propaganda ‘“hand-
. outs” were dropped. There are newspapers
all over this country which do the real
work of publicizing Government as well as
other news, There are 80 correspondents
in the Parliamentary Press Gallery alone,
and news agencies with large and_  com-
petent staffs cover world affairs more ex-
pertly than the 51 publicity employees of
the External Department at a cost of $226,-
420 a year tan do.

“We have a strong suspicion,” the Jour-
nal concludes, “that this revelation of costs

for publicity is symptomatic of what goes

‘ on with a lot of other Government expend-
' ftures—that it shows up the psychology of
» spending from which the Government has
never escaped, and from which it has made
effort to escape, since the close of the

EDITORIAL

The Trans-Canada Highway is not ex-

gected to be completed until 1956 but to-

ay Canadians may expect to learn the
route which it is to follow.
L ] L J

Nova Scotia is adopting an advanced
and wise course in trying to reform youth-
ful offenders rather than jailing them. Jail
for many young offenders is all too often a
course in advanced crime at the expense of
the taxpayer. *

The proposed stiffening of penalties for
drunken driving could well have the op-
posite effect to that intended. It is well
known that harsh mandatory punishment
provided for an offence makes it the more
difficult to obtain convictions.

Trade Minister Howe has stated that the
National Research Council is studying the
effects of extreme winter temperatures on
“whole sections of buildings.” In Canada’s
climate that should be a singularly unrush-
ed task.

A Western musical festival adjudicator
disapproved of the quality of singing be-
cause, although the girls, 14 and 15, had
“lovely voices” none of them believed in
fairies. But did he try them on flying

saucers?

A famous British regiment renowned
throughout the world celebrates its tercen-
tenary this month. Known today as the
Coldstream Guards, it is considered by the
historian of the British Army, Fortescue,
to have a unique pedigree. The regiment’s
proud motto is “Second To None.”

L ]

Nineteen nations are studying the means
of abolishing passport visas for visitors
staying not more than three months. The
Council of the Organization for European
Economic Co-operation has asked member
countries to put this plan into force as soon

as possible.

The unanimous resolution of the-Com-
mons on the desirability of a’ committee to
look into the matter of establishing a dis-
tinctive Canadian system of medals and
decorations reflects a growing dissatisfac-
tion with a situation in which Canadians can
receive high honours only from foreign gov-

ernments.

T. C. A. has found that Summer profits
are more than eaten up by the loss in op-
erating during the winter months when costs
are at their peak and flights cancalled be-
cause of weather conditions. On their re-
cord of getting through in almost all kinds
of weather, our own M. C. A.’should have
been able to show as good a financial state-
ment in winter as in summer.

Marcus Andrew Hislop Clarke was born
at Kensington, London, this date, 1846. He
emigrated to Australia in 1863, became a
writer on the staff of the Melbourne “Ar-
gus” (1867) and assistant librarian at the
Free Library there. He published “Long
0dds”, ‘“Holiday Peake” and “For The
Term of His Natural Life” besides dramas.
The latter novel has been translated into
German,

L

A group of enthusiasts in the Mathe-
matical Association of Australia formed the
Mathematical Problems Bureau in 1939.
Since then it has solved more than 200 ab-
struse mathematical problems from all over
Australia, and boasts that it has never been
stumped. It was asked, says the Sydney
Herald, to explain why one can obtain the
number of a person’s house and his age from
the following: “Multiply your house number
by two, add five, and multiply by 50; add
the number of days in the year, and add the
present year. Subtract the number of mem-
bers of the House of Commons (615), and
then subtract the year of your birth. The
answer gives your house number and age—
at least it did in my case. But who on earth
thought of it, anyway?”

L I

Pressure s increasing on Ottawa to keep
out foreign goods. Not a day passes with-
out new protests, briefs or deputations. In
all cases the aim is the same; stop or cur-
tail this new and growing competition with
Canadian production in the domestic mar-
ket. Ottawa will have to move carefully
and firmly. Shortsighted action in either
direction could hit this country hard. Ac-
cording to the Financial Post unfair com-
petition could hurt many new industries we
have developed here since 1939. It could
also gravely injure some of those older in-
dustries which have expanded production
during the same period. On the other hand,

barriers against legitimate competition will

invite certain retaliation with disastrous

consequences for our vital export trade and
will keep costs to the consumer unnecessar-
ily high in the Canadian market. This is
no time for hasty decisions.

Management

and labor as well as the federal authorities
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BUFFALO LAND
SE—— ’
(From “Tecumseh”)

v We.left
The silent forest, and, day after

3 ay,
Great prairies swept beyond our

aching sight

Into the measureless West: un-
charted

Voiceless and calm, save when

tempestuous wind

Rolled the rank herbage into bil-
lows vast,

And rushing tides, which never
found a shore.

And tender clouds, and vells of
morning mist

Cast flying shadows,
flying light,

Into interminable wildernesses,

Flushed with fresh blooms, deep
perfumed by the rose,

And murmurous with flower-fed

- bird and bee.

The deep-grooved bison-paths like
furrows lay

Turned . by the cloven hoofs of
thundering herds

Primeval, and still travelled as of

chased by

yore.

And gloomy valleys opened at our
feet—

Shagged with dusk cypresses and

q

On lllsl_auls Too !

hoary pine;
by

the wolf,

Which through long reaches of the
prairie wound,

Then melted slowly into upland
vales,

Lingering, far-stretched amongst
the spreading hills.

—Charles Mair, 1886.
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A GOVERNOR BEBUKED

Excerpt from a dispatch to Lieu-
tenant Governor Sir Henry Vere
Huntley from Earl Grey, Colonial
Secretary, Downing Street, 15th
August, 1846, concerning the sui-
pension of the Hon. Joseph Pope
from his seat as a member of
the Executive Council:

“I cannot conceal from you tune
regret which I entertain that you
should have allowed the express-
fons used by Mr. Pope in his place
in the House of Assembly to leud
you into a controversy which has
assumed such an unseemly aspect,
In the first place, I do not think
the words used by that gentleman
are in themselves sufficlent to
justify you in taking any notice of
them, i

“The position which you hold in
the Colony renders it highly 1a-
expedient that  you should
notice any censure of which you
may be the obje:t, unless some
specific acts of misconduct should
be falsely charged against you in
a manner so distinct as to admit
cf, and to require an express cul-
tradiction. But further, you ought
to be aware that it is a rule, of
which the authority has been lyng
and universally recognized in this
country, that words spoken by a
member in his place in either
House of Parliament, are not to be
noticed or punished, except by the
House to which he belongs. The
same rule ought to be considered
as applicable to the proceedings of
Colonial Assemblies,

‘“Secondly, I am of opinion that
the manner in which the proceed-
ings against Mr. Pope have been
conducted, have been highly ir-
regular, If there were any distlact
charge to be preferred against that
gentleman, it should have been poé-
ferred in a special and definite
form, and 'communicated to the
accused party. The reference macde
to the letter addressed to Mr. Popc,
as containing such a charge, was
by no means sufficient. The accu-
sation should have been of the
most precise and formal charac-
ter; and I am at a loss to under-
standg the grounds on which Mr,
Pope was refused permission to
attend the Council, there to ce
heard viva voce in his own defensc

“While an accusation agalast
him was under consideration he
could not, indeed, have taken his
seat in the Council as a member,
but this was no sufficient reason
for refusing him permission to at-
tend as a party concerned in rae
proceedings; and common justice
required that if the accuser were
heard by word of mouth, the ar
cused should be heard in the same
manner also, For these reason I
have to instruct you to desist from
the further prosecution of this case.

“I feel it to be my duty, in con-
clusion, to point out to you that
the respect which ‘ought to be
entertained for the Represen‘a-
tive of the Queen in Prince Edward
Island, instead of being increased
by the notice which you took of the
words reflecting upon you, spoken
by Mr. Pope in h's place in she
House of Assembly, could haraly
fail to be impaired by your allow!ng
yourself to be drawn into a con-
tention like the present, upon
grounds so untenable.”
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Keep the charge ol‘tho Lord
thy God, to walk in His_ways, to
keep His statutes and His com-

mandments, and His
and His testimonies, that thou
mayst prosper in all that thou
doest and whithersoever thou
turnest thyself.

IMPORTANT FLIGHT ,

The first Canadian bomber squad-
ron flew its first homber operati>n
-::um a German target in June.
1041,

U.8. CIVILIAN FLIERS .
During 1049 ~there were 90,000
private planes in use in the United
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By “Anson”

In a day or two from the mona-
ent of writing, and long before
these words appear in print, wve
shall have heard from the Chaa-
cellor of the Exchequer, when re
presents his Budget, what the nexb
few months hold in store for us in
the way of taxation. .

Budget Day is always something
of a fascination. I was going to say
rovelty but that is hardly the word.
for there has been little novelty
about our national budgets for
quite some time. In fact one might
say, cynically, that the only puas-
sibility of surprise lies in the wsit-
ing to see how high taxes can gcl.

To those in the upper inconie
groups it must seem that things
can hardly get any worse from
their point of view, for the old
left-wing ory of “Soak the ricu!”
seems to have been acted upon with
a vengeance. In fact it seems there
are not many people left these days
who can afford to be rich. It costs
far too much! It may have seemed
like a comic line from a sophist'c-
ated show, but there was more than
a grain of truth in the remurk
made by someone, noting that ice-|
boxes were being installed :n
apartments being builiina working
class district of London, comment- '
ed that “Only the poor can afford
such luxuries.” i

. L . l

Of course, in theory it seems pec- |
fectly legitimate and thoroughly
commendable that those who have
most money should be asked to
pay most income tax. It lighteus
the load of those who haven't got
so much and, when all is said and
done, it is just the sort of policy
that the Socialists were elected to
carry out, which makes it the aill
of the majority.

‘But, just as it has often becn
said that nothing is wholly bad, so
perhaps nothing is wholly good. So
the sysfem of taxation which
places the greatest demands on
those who have most to give nas
another side. It gives rise to a
situation which seems likely to
threaten one of onur most cherish-
ed .possessions—those magnificent
edifices lauded in song, verse and
prose as ‘“the stately homes of Eng-
land.”

It is not only income tax alone,
however, which is causing the old
order to change. There are so
many other things, death du‘les
for instance, payableon the amount
of an estate which a man leaves
when he dies, Sometimes thce

'men are not fatalis‘ically accepting

British Trade Picture

(Canadian Chamber of Commeice)

As Canada faces a deteriorating
foreign trade picture it is hearten-
ing to see that Canadian business-

the situation, but are displaying
initiative and courage in trying to
find an answer to this impor ant
national problem. It is hadly
necessary to stress again the im-
portance of trade to Canada. One-
third of our income comes from
this source. Despite our small
population we, are among the
world’s leading trading countries:

But this position cannot be main-
tained without effort. Goverment
controls, exchange ard import re-
strictions, the breakdown of the
traditional conver*inility between
U. S. dollars and vounds sterlirg,
the growth of barter and bilateral
trade deals - these are a few of the
hazards facing the businessman
trying to trade in today's world.
From time to time governments
get together and try to clarify the
situation a little, and some good
work has been done but there is
sul: a long road ahead. This road,
leading to a return to free and ex-
panding Internationas trade, can
be traversed only by the busiress-
men of the world, Government, no
matter how well-meaning, cannot
do it for them.

« s

The Anglo-Canadian Trade Com-
mittee, established by the Cana-
dian Chamber of Commerce and
its opposite numbers in the United
Kingdom, is one attempt by busi-
nessmen to bring tneir intelligence
and experience to bear on this dif-
ficult problem. This Committee has)
just completed a week of meetings
in London, in which a very wide
range of suljjects was discussed—
but behind each individual item
was the idea: “We must clear the
barriers out of the way of t.aZe.”
The Canadian group of 14 leading
businessmen under the leadership
of their Chairman, C. Gordon Cock-
shutt and the President of the
Canadian Chamber, Robert A.
Bryce, represented every section of
the country and every type of in-
dustry. The British group was
similarly representative.

Out of these diversified points of
view evolved a‘common agreement
that their primary objective should
be to expand Anglo-Canadian trade
to the highest possible levels, And
to do this, the Committee agreed
that “every effort should be made
to promote the return of internat-
jonal trade to a muitilateral basis”
This does not mean, of course, that
the members of the Committee are
so .aalve as to expect an im

|sionately interested in

diate

years, the average man's neck has
increased a full size, the average
woman's feet a size and a half.
—Peterborough Examiner.

The truth is tbat teaching,
like nursing, 1s a  vocation rather
than a job, For anycne not pas-
teaching
as an art, it might well prove to
be an intolerabie occupation, and
there are few sights more pathe-
tic than a teacher who is a com-

says: “The U. K. representatives
record their extreme sympathy
with'the point of view expressed by
thelr Canadian col'eagues, as they
canot forget the close ties which
bind the two countrles together,
and especially the generosity of
Canada to the U. K., not only ec-
onomically, but alse through finan-
clal help during ang since the war.”
The matter of imnigration was
also discussed, and the statement
makes it clear that the internat-
fonal business group recognizes the
“commercial advantages to both
Canada and the United Kingom
of a movement from the
Kingdom to Cansda of men and
women readily assimilable into
Canadian life, particularly those
having familiurity with the oper-
ation and servicing af British
machinery. Buyer acceptance in
Canada of British machinery will

Canada.”
.« o o

Another item among the many
down-to-earth matters talked over
was provincia) corporation tax
and its effect on British ard Ster-
ling area investment in Canada.
The Commijtee urges the govern-
ments of Ontario and Quebec to
“amend present co:poration tax
laws to bring them into harmony
with what is now standard busi-
ness practice in seven other Cana-
dian provinces, and with the

agreements definition.”

It is hardly necessary to say
that, as at the other meetings of
this Committee, an atmosphere of
cordiality and hard work prevailed.
The problems that this group a:e
studying are tough ones. But they
are keeping at it, and that is the
only way they will be solved. The
next meeting of the group =ill be
in Montrezl, early next September.
And in the meantime” this group
of public spirited businessmen and
the Committee's Canadian secret-
ariat ‘'maintained by The Canadian
Chamber of Commerce, will con-
tinue exchanging information and
advice with their British colleagues,
studying he situation as it devel-
ops from day to day, and in a
wofd, making it clear that Cana-
dian businessmen are keeping alter
this important national - problem
which must be solved it Canada is
to continue along the upward path
of a rising standard of living and
expanding national income.

Progress nole: In the past 20

United.

be assisted by such immigratio to
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Notes By The Way —

plete misfit in the classroom, For
this reason alone, preoccupation
with material matters like salary
schedules, ' important as they un-
doubtedly are, will not solve the
problem by itself. —Calgary Her-
ald. £

Canada is a long way Lehind
in television and wants to catch
up., Whether we are going to
catch up with the public funds or
private capital is snmething that
affects taxpayers more than they
realize. The whole television issue
should be thrashed out on the'
floor of the House of Commons
before this session {8 much older.
—Vancouver Province.

A Customs officer is stationed
at the Eastern Passage airport on
the shores of Halifax Harbour,
He can clear p'anes for the Unit.
ed States—if toe flights have orf.
ginated in Carada. He cannot
give permission to planes to fly
to the United States — if those
planes started their flights in
Europe. Surely this is one of the
most extraordinary examples of
Customs regulations to be found
in the very thick .books of extra-
ordinary rules! An airplane forc-
ed into Halifax by stress of wea-
ther, encountered on a voyage
from Ireland, is ordered back to
Newfoundland to report that it
picked up gasoline in Halifax,

Only whey it has done that can
it go on New York. That |5
an actual case—Halifax OChron-

{cle-Herald.
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achievement of this goal. But too
often of late this purpose has been
entirely forgotten, thereby reducing

duties place a severe strain on the
resources of the estates themselves,
and there it at least one case on|
record of a part of an estate left;
by one of our best known titled
personages having to be sold in
order to meet the heavy dutics
which fell due after his death.

This partlcuinr.est.abe, one of the|

most famous and beautiful of all
the old English properties, nas
subsequently joined a long list cf
others which have felt the pinch of
present duy costs of living in
other directions, and which have
as a result found it necessary to
commercialise themselves in a
fashion which
decent,

Now more than twenty of these
grand old homes most ‘of them
dating back for centurles, with
histories all their own and telllng
tales.of bygone erss, seeming ‘o
be the very embodiment of the
pageantry of England, have been
opened to the gaze of sightseers
for an admission charge of a shil-
ling ar two. For this one may
wander about the acres of private
grounds, or even inspect the interi-
ors of the buildings themselves, and
in this way the estates help to pay
for their own upkeep.

In these difficult times probably
the titled families who still live in
these homes accept the situaticn
philosophically, and would shrik
from the idea of claiming any
special privileges ior themselves.
But if any of their blue-blooded
niediaeval ancestors could talk, we
should surely hear them complain
that....... it was never Ilike th's
before Cromwell's time. /*

Order Your
SPRING SUIT and
TOPCOAT from

J.P.MacPherson & Son

. - ———

seems almost tn.i"W'hlle the Canadiun representat-

even further the chance of an
eventual return to multilateral
trading.

L .
The joint statement of the Com-

mittee (we should emphasize thaty
the British as well as the Canadi

J. S. TAYLOR

Optometrist
E€yes examined, glasses fit
ted

Corner Kent & Queen) Sts |
Office Phone 1956—House 101:
o \

approved this statement, and that
it was released in the United King-
dom) says that: “governments
should subscribe to the policy of
private trading as against bulk
. buying and should move as rapid-
ily as possible to restore internat-
' jonal trade to normal commercial
{ channels, within the broad frame-
! work of international agreements
| where applicable.”

| The statement then sounds a
| timely warning note when it says:

ives recognize that dollar shortage
| is driving the U. K. to curtaill im-
i ports from Canada, there can be
little hope of restoring the egon-
| omic situation by Increasing les
of U. K, goods in Canada if re-
strictions impose severe hardship
or even ruin without warning upon
Canadians whose purchasing pow-
|~r is the means of buying these
| goods.” In the same veln the Com-
mittee suggests that “many Cana-
' dian indusries have been bullt up
I yery largely to suoply the U. K.
' market, and while producers and
their communities’ will face a temp-
| orary reduction in the amounts to

! be supplied, in the hope of better |

things to tome, they can neither
understand nor accept without pro-
test heavy cuts ruthlessly imposed
overnight upon.mypllel to the U. K.

The Committee therefore ‘con-
siders it escential, in order ‘to
keep the pump primed, to main.
tain a flow of imports to the U. K.,
to be increased as and when the
sale of U. K. goods in North Amer-
ica makes such increase possible.
Canada can be and thould be a

lluﬁ long-term market for U, K.

products.”
) To make it quite clear that this

point of view was not inserted in
behest of the
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