-

¥ W . b

-

d

- THE BXA

O i
Yol. MV,
COLONIAL LEGISLATURE,

~LEGISLATIVE COUNC.L.

Barurnay, April 23,

On motion of the Hou. Mr. Dingwell, the
Bill to facilitate the proceedings in the Court
of Chancery, in cases where the defendants,
or any of them, shall be absent from the
Island, was read a thied time and passed.

Hon. Mr. Yeo woved that the Bill for the
regulation of the oyster fisheries be now read
the third time.

Hon. Mr. Anderson moved, in amendment,
seconded by the [Hou. Mr. Beer, that the
said Bl be not now read & third time, but
that the same be azain referred to a Commit-
tee of the whole !House, for the purpose of
striking out the words, **the formation of
mew beds,” in the preamble of the Bill
Agreed to.

The Hon. Mr. MeDonald then moved, se-
conded by the Hou. Mr. Yeo, that it also be
an instruction to the said eommwmittee, to fur-
ther amend the suid Bill by striking out the
words, **in his possession,” in the second
section of the said Bill.

The House divided on Mr. McDonald's mo-
tion :—

Contents,—I1lon. Mr McDonald.

Non-Contents,—Hon. Messrs. Henderson,
Beer, Goff, Rame<ay, Melacen, Anderson,
Yeo, Lord, Walker, and Dingwell.

The Bill was then recommitted, and the
preamble amended, by striking out the words
above named.

On motion of the Hon. Mr. llenderson, the
Bill to authorize the establishment of certaifs
additional Small Debt Courts in this Island
was read a third time, and the question be-
ing put, ** whether this Bill shall pass " the
House divided on the motion :—

Contents,—Hon Messrs. Beer, Henderson,
Ramsay, Mclaren, Anderson, Yeo, Lord,
Walker, and Dingwell

Now-Contents, = Hon. Messrs. MeDonald
au\‘ ”uﬂ’.

So it was resqlved in the affirmative.

Oa motion of the Hon. Mr. Ramsay, the
Bill to further amend the Laws relating to
Eduecation, and to explain and amend the Act
for the establishwent of the Prinee of Wales'
College, was read the third time and passed.

The Bill in addition to the Aet to require
elergymen and others authorized to solemnize
warriages to return certificates thereof to the
Surrogate of this [sland, and to require eler-
gymen to keep a record of baptisms, was
read a recond time, passed through commit-
tes. and agree | to without any amendment.

The Bill to alter and amend the Aet for
facilitating the partition of lands held by per-
sons as joint tefinats, eo-parceners, or tenants
in common, was re-committed, and reported
avrecd to.

~ A Bill was broazht from the Honse of As-
sembly, by the Hou. Col. See | to incorporate
the P, E. Tsland Steam Nsvigation Company.
—Read the first time.

Hon. Attorney General presented a Bill
“ to alter the Act for the trial of actions in a
summary way, aivl to make eertain provisions
for the trial of appeals from inferior courts to
the Supreme Court of Judieature.”

On presenting this Bill, his honor remark-
ed that it had been often found, in eases of
appeal, that the court was placed in difficulty
when the facts were disputed and contradie-
tory evidence adduced. It had been suggest-
ed, that it would be better to eall in a jury to
decide such eases, and the objeet of this Bill
was to give the Couart power to do so.

Adjourned till Monday next, at 11 o'clock.

Moxpay, April 25,

On motion of the Hon. Mr MeDouald, the
Bill to ineorporate the Prince Edward Island
Steam Navigation *'ompany was read a second
time. The said Bill was then committed to
a committee of the whaole House, and rn!mrt.
ed * agreed to without any amendment.”

On motion of the Hou. Mr. Dingwell, the
Bill in aldition 1) the Aet to require clergy-
men and others suthorize] to golemuize mar-
riages to return certificates thereof to the
Surrogate of the [sland, asld to require clergy-
men to keep a reeord of Laptisms, was read
the third time and passed.

On motion of the Hon. Mr. MeDonald, the
Bill to incorporate the Prince Edward Island
Steam Navigation Company was read a third
time and passed

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Beer, the Bill
to alter and sm-nd the Act for facilitating
the partition of lands held by persons as joint
tenauts, eo-parecners, or tenauts 1n common
was read the third time and passed.

BILL FOR SETTLING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
LANDLORD AND TENANT.

Hon. Arrorvey (FENERAL, on rising to
move the second reading of the Bill intituled
“An Act for settding differences between
landlord and tenant, and to enable tenants on
certain townships to purchase the fee-simple
of their farms,” said,—The prineipal object
of this Bill is to provide that the tenantry on
the various towuships owned by those pro-
prietors who sulimitted to the Land Cowmmis-
sion, and signed the reference to the commis-
sioners, shall be enabled to purchase their
farms at the rate ficed by the” Bill, fifteen
years' purchase : and at the same time to
enget that all arrears of rent due on those
townships prior to the year 1838 should he
f"rgiven: and z'so that ]l bonds, judgments,
&e., given for rent due previous to that time

be canecelled, except in about a dozen
cases. These are the main and principal
features of the Bill. Its provisions wmust be
fally known to your honors, for they have
been fully canvassed and discussed in the
other end of thix building, and I therefore

it unuecessary to take up much of your
onors’ time in explaining the details of the

ill. It gives the tensnt the right to pur-
chase at the rate which I have named, and it
leaves it open for him to avail himself of this
advantage ar not as he may think proper or
find Limself able ; but it renders it evmpulsory
on the proprietar to scll whea the tenant shall
offer hima that price. A period of ten vears
i allowed, during which that right shall be
open to the tenants. At any time within
that periad the tenant can tender the amount,
feen years’ purchase, and demand a deed
in fee-simple of his farm. This, T think, wili
be a benefit to the tenants,—at all events,
casting off the back rent no to 1858 will be a
relief to a great many. This measure is one
which, I hope snd trust, will be aceeptable to
s hll‘ portion of the tenantry of this eolony,
and one which, T also hope, will prove very
beneficial to them. Tt would, no doubt, be

Wore generally acceptable to the tenautry,

. JAMES ANDERSON, Cashier,
c.sarlo!".(u“n‘ Jane £, 1864, lw
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and, T may add, more agreeable to the Legis-
lature, if they could have ventured to fix the
amount of the purcase money at a lower rate;
bat, from all that is known and experienced,
and from what we find is the determination
of the Seeretary of State for the Colonies,
there does not appear to be any prospect that
the British Government would sanction any
compulsogy measure, such as this is, where
the purchase money was fixed at a lower rate
than that in the Bill,—fifteen years’ purchase.
We have reason to believe that this Bill will
meet with the approbation of the Colonial
Minister. His Excelleney the Lieutenant
Governor has indicated his opinion to his
Government, that a measure of this kind
would be one such as would meet the sanc-
tion of the lmperial Government, and such as
they would venture to give their assent to;
but we could not fix the price at a lower rate
with any prospect of the measare becoming
law, knowing the formidable opposition it
would meet with from the landlords. Under
these circumstances, there appears no alter-
native but to pass the Bill in these terms.
To defer the measure with any vague pros-
pect of passing a bill which would be more
favorable to the tenauntry, would, I think, be
foolish, and would disappoint the hopes of a
nnmber of persons who are anxious to see
some final legislation upon this qu -stion. It
would be deferring it to an indefinite period ;
and it appears to me to be the soundest and
best policy to adopt this weasure, seeing that
we have some hopes that it is one that Her
Majesty’s Government will consider reason-
able, and which will wmeet their approbation
and be carried into law. There will still be
a number of estates, the tenants on which
cannot avail themselves of the advantages
which this Bill will offer, inasmuch as the
proprietors of those estates did not consent
to the Land Commission, nor agree to abide
by the commissioners’ decision; but the
Legislature can only look forward to as early
a period as may be found practicable to adopt
measures, either by a loan or otherwise, to
meet the condition of those classes. At pre-
sent, we cannot venture to do so, as we have
a demand of upwards of £18,000 upon us for
a debt which was incurred in the purchase of
the Worrell Fstate, which was an unfortunate
purchase, and has not tarned out suceesstully.
The Debentares must be redeemed in the
course of a few months, and we have no way
to redeem them but to authorize the issue of
new debentures.  They must also be issued
at a higher rate of interest, so as to meet a
sale.  This will entail a heavy debt on the
colony ; and perhaps it would not be wise to
incur any further debt this year, by issuing
any more debentures for the purchase of pro-
prictors’ lands. There may be a difference
of opinion on this point, and T may say that
I would be gratified if we could venture to
lend the tenants such a sum of money, or a
portion of it. for the purchase of the lands of
those proprietors to whom the provisions of
this Bill do not extend, as would prove an in-
ducement to such proprietors to sell their
lands also. However, that is a measure
which may yet be passed, if not this year at
a future session; but so far, I think, those
who desire the well-being of the colony would
do well to give their support to this Bill. It
enforces nothing upon the tenautry ; it is mere-
ly an offer which they may accept or not as
they think proper. If they please to wait till
we can get a more compulsory measure car-
ried into law, they must ouly do so; but at
present, while we have reason to believe that
this Bill will not meet any objection on the
part of the proprietors, more especially when
they see that it is one which Her Majesty’s
Government can approve of, T think it would
be wroug to let the opportunity slip, and not
seize the present measure and pass it iuto
law.

Hon. Mr. Lorp: T do not think it wounld
look well, your honors, to let this Bill pass
without expressing our opinions upon it.  His
honor the Attorney General thought it was
almost useless or unnecessary to explain the
nature of the Bill, as people were already so
well acquainted with it; but we have a right,
and the people will expect us, to express our
opinions on this subject. His honor the At-
torney (General thinks it will be a great bene-
fit to the tenants ; but doctors will differ, and
so will we. T presume that a large propor-
tion of the tenants will be injured by it, and
for these reasons: it fixes a very high price
upon the land, and it does away with the
working of the Land-purchase Bill. Tt is
only here and there that a tenant can embrace
the opportunity of purchasing under this Bill,
as the price fixed upon the Iand is so high.
We kuow the Bill anderwent a great deal of
discussion in the other end of the building,
and at last it passed with a small majority.
Now, his honor has stated, but I do not know
what he rests his argument upon, that this
Bill will be a benefit to the tenantry. If we
take up the newspapers, we see that meetings
have beeu held from one end of the country
to the other; and just look at the resolutions
passed at those mectings : they are all oppos-
ed to this measurc,—the people say positively
they will not have it. How can it be a popu-
lar weasure > What benefit will it be to the
people *  His honor thinks it will be favor-
ably received by the Colonial Minister ; but T
think that is very deubtful. If the terms he
offered himself would not be aceepted by the
Government, T am very doubtful if His Grace
will receive this measure very graciously.
think he will give it the cold shonlder. We
have been told that the delegates have done
2 great deal of good; hut if they have. it is
yet to be seen. I do not kuow, Mr. Presi-
deot, that it is worth wmy while to say any-
thing more. I am prepared to oppose the
Bill. His honor the Attorney General antiei-
pates that we will oppose it, and thinks we
will not be the friends of the country if we
will oppose it; but I oppose it because [
think it will not be a benefit to the country.
Even the whole of the back rents up to 1838
will not be given up. There are ten or
twalve eases, it is said, in which judgments
have been given, that are to be excepted; bat
I expeet we will see a fine list of them. I
have been told that there are a great nwmber
of bonds awd judgments given to secure rent
due prior to 1858.  Some of those bonds and
judgments are against persons who were ac-
tive in politics at the last election. Those
are the men who will suffer.  With these few
remarks T will sit down. This question has
been so often discussed, that it is worn thread-
bare ; but we wast have a little sport oo the
Land Question every session. It is useful at
elections, and must be kept alive.

Hoan Me. Brow: Ididintend, your honors,

1 UHAKLES BILL,

¥owpzictor.

to let this Bill go into committee before
speaking upon it; but I would observe, in
auswer to his honor who has just addressed
you, that I do not see how it will place the
tenants in a worse position. I think it will
be a benefit to them. It contewplates giving
up a large amount of arrears of rent to the
tenants, and also gives them the privilege of
purchasing the fec-simple of their farms by
paying fifteen times the amount of the annual
rent. These are steps in the right direetion;
but T am bound as an honest man to say, that
if the measure now before your honors is all
that the Government intend to bring forward
this session for the settlement of the great
question of the day, it falls very far short of
what is required, and very far short of what
the Government and their supporters ought
to do, and have it in their power to do, in
behalf of the tenantry. I freely coufess, your
honors, that I have been deceived. 1 was
led to believe, from conversation with mem-
bers of the Legislature, and from the letter of
the delegates to His Grace the Duke of New-
castle, dated 13th October, 1863, that it was
the intention of the Government to introduce
a Bill to assist the tenant in becoming a free-
holder, by advancing him either one half or
two thirds of the amount of his purchase-
money. As yet, your honors, there is no
such Bill introduced, and I am free to admit
that without a Bill of that nature to assist the
working of the measure now before you, it
will be of little service, further than the

amount of arrears of reut it remits, inasmuch

as it requires the purchase money to be paid

down in one sum by the tenant who agrees to

purchase. I am doubtful whether more than

five tenants in every hundred could or would
avail themselves of such terms. Had the
Government introeduced a measure to assist
the tenant in purchasing his farm to the

amount of one half eor two-thirds of the cost

of it, then, under such ecircumstances, the

fifteen ycars’ purchase would be a loan to him

well worthy of his acceptance, and which

every tenant who could, by any extra exer-

tion of his own, collect together the amount

required to be paid down, ought, for his own

good, to avail himself of. The measure to

which I allude would work very beneficially

to the tenant without being any loss to the

Government. Sappose a farm about to be

purchased to contain 100 acres, and the price

to be paid £83 7s 6d., the sum advanced to

the tenant to be £55, and that sum to be re-

turned to the Government in a period of
eleven years in instalments of £5 each, with

iuterest, the effect and positive resalt would

be, that the tenant would actanally get his

land at 4s. 64, per acre less than fifteen years’

purchase, or about 12s. 6d per acre. This

may appear ineredible to some of your honors,

but I pledge myself to prove it. The seeret

lies just here : the tenant, on making his pur-

chase, ceases to pay rent, but pays interest

instead. The average yezrly amount of in-

terest he would be required to pay instead of
rent, while paying back the amount advanced

by the Government, would be £3 10s. 1d.,

while, if he did not purchase, he would have

to pay £5 11s. 2d. per year rent, —so that

during the eleven years there would be a

saving of £22 11s. 11d., or a little over 4s.

Gd. per acre. I will illustrate my observa-

tions by the following ealeulations : price of
farin, £33 7s. 6d.; tenant advances £28 7s.

6d.; Government £53. Then the farm is

purchased, the deed obtained, and the Gov-

ernment to hold it as security till the advance

should be repaid. Suppose it to be paid

back as follows :

First yr., £3, withint. on £55, £3 6, inall, £83 6 0
Sceond, do., do. .30 fe. N6
Third = do., = do. 5,214 do. T4 O
Fourth, de., do. LR e W e e B
Fifth,  do., do. 35, 22 “dd" '? 20
Nixth, de., do. 0, 116, do 616 0
Seventh, do., do. 2, 110, do. 610 0
Eighth, do., do. N, L 4 idel vCGig 0
Niuth, do., do. 15, 018, do. 518 0
Teuth, do., do. 10, 012, do. 502 0
Eleveuth, do , do. 5 9 A . . 5089
£i1l6o

Deduet the eleven vears’ rezt, which the

temant would have to pay it he did not
purchiuse, £e1 210
1318 2

Add to this the amount advanced by the
tensnut, 28 7 ¢

Tuterest on do. 3ls. 1d. per your for cleven
yeurs, 18 141
Total cost of farm over rent, £o0 15 7

Thus your honors will perceive that the
average interest on the Government advance
woull be 36s. per year, and the interest on
the tenants’ advance would be 34s. 1d. per
vear, which would miake £3 105. 1d. instead
of £5 11s. 2d. per year rent.  In other words,
if the tenant does not purchase his furm, he
has to pay in the eleven years £61 2s. 10d.
rent; but if he did purchase, by paying £50
155. 7d. over that amouant, as I have bet e
indicated, in the cleven years, he would be-
come a frecholder at about twelve shillings
per aere.  And here T would observe that in
this calculation T charge, in the price the
tenant would have to pay for the laud, €18
14s. which he actually would not pay,—that
is, the eleven years' interest on the amount
the tenant would advance when he would agree
to purchase ; so that all the cost that would
actuully come out of the tenant’s pocket, over
and above his eleven years’ rent, would be
less than 9s. per acre. But as the tenant
would advance that sum when he would agree
to purchase, it would be nothing but right to
charge the cost of the farm with the interest
until all would be paid. [ do nct mean to
say, your honors, that it is absolutely neces-
sary for the Government to advamee two-
thirds of the purchase money. Even one
half would amazingly help many hundreds of
the tensats to obtain the fee-simple of their
farms<, who—without assistance—must remain
as they are. T would stake my reputation as
a business man that it would be the very best
investment for the benefit of the country at
lurge that could possibly be made.  Supposing
the Government were ouly to advance one
half of the purchase-mouney, or say £40 on a
good improved farin of 100 acres, and that to
the amount of £10,000 a-year, for five, six,
or eveu ten years: what wonld be the proba-
ble result> Bat before I answer that ques-
tion I would ask, is there any danger of the
debentures being at a discount if they wera
not taken by the proprietors? T should say

not. I belicve that if debentures to the
amount of £10,000 were now thrown into the
market, bearing interest at six per cent , and
redeemable in ten years, the competition for
them would be so keen that if they were sold
at aueti n they would command a premium ;
and no doubt many of the proprietors wounld
be glad to take them as a good and safe in-

vestment. Under the operation of such a
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ticipate much ovnesition to the i1 and there-

measure some hundreds of those who are now
tenants would every year become frecholders;
and in three or four years the proprietors
would begin to see that it would not pay to
keep up expensive agencies on the Island.
The balance of their lands would then be of-
fered to the local Government at moderate
prices, and the poorer class of tenants would
be in a better position to participate in the
general benefit.  The tenants also of the non-
consenting proprietors would petition and re-
monstrate to be placed on the same footing
as the other tenants, and the proprietors, one
after another, would give way, until the whole
tenantry of the Island would have the oppor-
tunity of purchasing their farms, either from
the proprietors or from the local Government.
Do your honors suppose there is any reason
to fear that the Government advavce or in-
stalments would not be paid back > T confess
I have no fear on that ground, as the advance
would only be given to those who were able
to pay down one-third or one half of the pur-
chase money of their farms. Under the
operation of such an Act as I am now advo-
cating, I have no doubt but the advance made
by the Government would be paid back by
thousands before the debentures became due.
Many a tenant would pay the whole advance
in half the time allowed, in order to save the
interest. In the meantime every estate that
could be purchased, under the land purchase
Act, at a price that would pay to sell out to
the tenants, would undoubtedly be laid hold
of ; and thus, between the joint operation of
the three Acts, in ten years' time there would
be precious few tenants remaining in Prince
Edward Island. It may be argued, in oppo-
sition to this, that this would be legislating
for the more immediate benefit of the better
class of tenants, and that the claims of the
poor should be of paramount importance. In
reply, I would say that it is impossible to
legislate upon the land question, with any
cliance of success, so as to meet the case of
the poor man at first, or otherwise than in an
indirect way. True, the release from an ac-
cumulation of arrears of rent will be some
relief to many a poor man; but as a general
measure, the Bill now before your honors,
accompanied or followed by one such as I
have indicated, would, in the first place, bene-
fit only the well-to-do class of the tenantry,
but I am certain that the effect would very
soon be greatly to the advantage and relief
of the poorer class of the tenantry.  Not one
of your honors would more gladly support
any messure to give the required and imme-
diate relief to the poor man than T would
myself; and T trust that T shall not be charg-
ed with egotism when I say that from my
business transactious with a large number of
the temantry, 1 have as much kuowledge of
their ¢ircumstances as any of your honors 1
also know that their patience is well nigh ex-
haunsted ; and it is uo wonder, for the conduct
of some of the proprietors has had a tendency
to exasperate the people.  They have broken
faith with their tenauts ; and is it any wonder
that the tenants are now all in a ferment ?
The proprictors agreed to abide by the result
of the land commission, but when they thought
that its effeet would be more in favor of the
tenants than themselves, they took an objec-
tien to the award, which, as the Duke of
Neweastle  observed, ** they might have
waived ;7 hence all the uproar throughout
the country, and the result will, I fear, be
anything but beneficial to the tenantry. The
(+overnment have it now in their power to do
the tenantry a very essential service; in fact
they have a golden opportunity, which —if
they allow to pass unimproved — will, I fear,
result in consequences disastrous alike to
themselves and the country at large. I know
that a considerable number of the members of
the legislature, in each end of this building, are
strongly in favor of the introduction of such a
measure as I have spoken of;; but T am sorry
to find that there are a few who are either
timid or doubtful of its effect, and consequent-
ly its introduction is delayed. I would sup-
port such a measure, even if I knew that the
final result would be a loss to the treasury of
from £10,000 to £20.000, or as much as we
will sink by the purchase of the Worrell Ex-
tate, as it would be more than counterbal-
anced by the general good that would result
to the tenantry at large, by undermining and
getting rid of the leasehold or rent-paying
system ; but [ have no fear of any loss, or at
most only a trifling one, which the country
would cheerfully sustain. I will not oppose
the Bill before your honors, for it is, as I be-
fore stated, a step in the right direction ; but
I cannot help expressing my disappointment
at the non-ntroduction of a measure to aid
and assist the operation of the Bill now be-
fore us. By the delay, the Government are,
in my Lumble opiuicn, though not inten-
tionally, guiity of political suicide. T may be
told that it will be introduced at the next
session, and I have no doubt but it will be in-
troduced then ; but the present opportunity is
thrown away, and another year, with amazing-
ly increased agitation, is unnecessarily allow-
ed to clapse. But what guaranty is there
that the present Government will have the
opportunity of bringing it forward at another
gession > I am perfeetly satisfied in my own
mind that, in the possible event of a change
of Grovernment, the present opposition would
not hesitate one moment in preparing and in-
troducing such a measure, and doing their
best to carry it through ; but I have not that
confidence in the way in which it would be
worked if they should succeed. T would fear
the return of a similar state of things to that
which existed in 1857 and 18358, when trea-
sury warrants and debentures were at from
ten to fifteen per cent. discount. When
schoolmasters, road contractors, and in fact
all public servants had to submit, in many
instances, to a loss of nearly one quarter of
their earnings. I would say to the Govern-
ment, * the time to make hay is when the sun
shines.” A more convenient season than
the present may never occur. But possibly,
vour honors, I have been premature in making
these remarks. It may be that such a mea-
sure as 1 have alluded to is in course of pre-
paration ; if so, I will hail it with pleasure.
flon. Mr. DinawerL: 1 hardly know what
the long speech of his honor who bas jast sat
down wmounts to. He condemns the Govern-
meat for not introducing some other ineasure.
I wish to say something ou this subject, bat 1
will not eccupy much of your honor’s time, for
if 1 ennnot speak to the point, T will not spenk
at all.  Iu the first place, I would remark, that
1 was surprized at his honor the Attorney Gen-
eral, for it is uaual for him to make a good
speech ; and if he had a good subject, be could
make us good a speech ax any member in this
bailding : but as he had an anpopular saiject,
be had just to coufine Limzell to a fow poiuts.

g S S z
+  more favorable measuse was likely to meet the

I do not wish to accuse the Goverument of dis-
honesty iu iutroducing this measare ; but [ con-
tend that we are not representing the wishes of
the people; we are going in direct opposition to
the principle of responsible government,—for if
we take into cousideration the meetings whick
have been held throughout the country, and the
resolutions which have been passed at thoge
meetings and sent to the pess, js it not self-
evident that we are not representing the people
outside ! It is true we were sent here by the
people, but we were not returued here to put
such a price upon their lands. 1t was partly on
the religious question and partly on the com-
missioners” award that the present Government
were returned.

The people did not anthorize them ts offér a
price for their laud; bat they have held weet-
ings throughout the country and said the Gov-
ernmeunt must not offer such a price for it.
This Bill contemplates fiving a far greater price
thau the people are willing to give, as shown b
the resolutions passed at their meetings; aui
should there not be an appeal to the people to
kuow what they would be willing to give before
such a Bill as this would be introduced? [
know the Governwent depends on this question ;
and if they cannot make a settlement of it they
should ackwowledge that they have failed, and
they should resign.  That is my opinjon. though
I do vot wish the Goverument to Zu at the
present time; but I do say, that they should
not legislate contrary to the will of the people,
The people have no power over this House at
the present time any further than they can pe-
tition, and there is no other power over us.
The Crown canuot dissolve this House, and the
only means the people have of making them-
selves heard is by petition.  We can force what
they do not sanction, but is that to be tolerated ?
I do not staud here to oppose le
measure, but an unreasonable one,—one which
is being forced upou the people,—and therefore
I caunot sanction it. I see this Bill gives ap
the fishery reserves, and [ ask what right have
we to surrender to the proprietors the righte of
the poor fishermen ? It is no matter how poor
or how few they are, their rights shoald be pro-
tected ; and they will be protected if they peti-
tiou the Imperial Government. Those grants
to the fishermen were ree and unconditioual,
They had wo quitrents to pay, and theirright to
those reserves has never been forfeited ! It
may be asked where are the fisherinen; But
there are, at least, as many fishermen as there
are proprietors 3 and is not the poor man's right
to lis five pounds as sacred to him as the rich
man’s is to his thousauds?  And when 1 look
aroend me and see the marks of many years on
the heads or your honors, I canost think that
you will eonsent to take away the poor man's
right, and place it in the bands of the grasping
propriewors.  Surcly your honors, who are sent
here to legislate for and do justice to all classes,
cannot do so. If a poor man should attempt
to exercise any right upon what was not his
own, he would be dragged into court; and why
should sach induigence be given to the proprie-
tors?  Why should they be allowed to exercise
ownership over what is uot their own? I might
express iy sentiments in stronger terms, hut [
will not.  Now, in regard to the fifteen years’
purchase; it has been said that it would be a
favor to the tenauts, but I mast be allowed to
express a differcut opinion on that subject. It
may benetit a few iodividuals, a man, for iu-
stance, who has a superior farm, and the pro-
prictor of which asks twenty or twenty-five
shillings an acre for it; bat 1 say the poorer
class of men ghould be eur principal conxider-
ation.  Those who can pay fifteen years' pur-
chase, and their back-rent, are not so much in
need of var legislation.  This Bill will have the
effeet of raising the price of land which ean now
be bought for less thau fifteen ~hillings an aere ;
for a great deal of the land in the conutry is not
worth that mach, and in this way the poor wan
will be injured.  The Bill, then, while it will
be a little benefic to the rich man, will be a de-
cided mjury to the poorer classes. [t is, there-
fore, a step in the wrong direction, in my opin-
ion. It is =aid that it would be a great favor to
the tenauts to have the back rent forgiven up to
1253. Now, [ ask, when the proprietors have
been forgiven so muel,—when so much indul-
gence has been shown to them and so little to
the tenants,—should not they be relieved of all
their rent up to the present time! 1If your
houors are going to pass an Act, should it be one
to benefit the proprietors,—to give up to them
the fishery reserves and the quitrents 7 Noj |
hope your honors will not cousent to this. 1
kunow the effect of a Goveruwment measure upon
this House. 1 know that if it were not for that,
it would not pass.  ( Question, guestion!)

Hon. Mr Gorr: It is not right to insinuate
that there 1s a pressare upon any wembers of
this [ouse, to prevent thew [row vouung uws they
think proper.

Hon. Mr. Dixaewern: I think 1 should know
what is right as well as any of your honors ;
and 1 believe I can make such allusions as loog
us | do not mention nawmes.

Hon the Presivext @ No, itis unparliamentary
to impute motives to any member of the House,
or tu any party.

Hon. Mr. Dizgwern: I have no written
speech, but [ eaid thut the influence of the Go-
vernment would be the means of passing the
Biil; and 1 would ask, is that saying anything
against une wan more than another. Ihs Honor
the Attoroey General said whe Fishery Reserve
Question had always been a difficult question,
and perbugs it Las ; but if there is anything that
will be the means of losing this Bill, it will be
confirming those reserves to the proprietors, for
the Duke of Newcastle is not the man to take
away & right from any class of people.

Hon. Mr. Yeo: it this Bul will not do snly
good it eertainly will not do any harm. It
strikes off che back rents to 1558, and that will
be a great boon to the country ; and italso gives
the right to purchase for filteen times the annusl
rent at any time within ten years. Talk aboat
the tisnery reserves! That question bas been agi-
tated (or the last twenty-five years, and what 18
the result of 1t?  What benefit has it been to the
fishermen? And what is the use of off-ring re.
sistunce to the proprictors?  We canvot fix the
Eriee of a merchant’s gosds; we may refuse to

uy, snd that 18 all we can do. As soun as this
Buﬂ pussce, those tenants who car buy will doso,
and the Inndlords will sell at a lower prise when
all the best of their tenants are gone. T'here are
some tenants who would ot buy their furms at
suy price, nud ii' we should buy them for them
they would want us to stock them. This Bill is
the best thing the Governwment cun do for the
tensnts. 1 um sorry that nothiug better can be
done ; but it will be some benefit. [ uwn a good
deal of laud myself, and I would sell some of 1t
at o lower price, but | do not suy that every one
would do the same.

Hou. Mr. Gory : it is said that the proprietors
have out good titles to the lunds which they
claim. [ believe they haye, und the Cowmissioners
declared that thaeir titles could not now be dis-
tarbed. If so, it is not to be expected that we
could dictate terws to them, or say they =hould
gell their land for so mueh, for it 18 well known
that nothing can interfere with the rights of pro.
perty.  And even il their titles were not strietly
legal, yet, it the lwperisl Governwens will nos
allow them to be interfered with, how ure we
going to pass cowpulsory measures to compel

the proprietors to wuke ecuncessions to thewr
tenwnta? [ look wpon this Bill us one 6f the
best measures ever parposed in the colony, for |
expect it will becowe law. Tt will be binding
upon the proprietors. but it will nos be binding
upon the teunnts. It will secure the remission of
arrears of rent to the amoant of £40 000 ur L50 -
000, and which can be recoveied lrow cvery waa
who owee awy, a3 long ay shere 15 hoo! ou
his premisce or u stuck of corn or bay tu levy
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upon. It is u debt hanging over the heads of the
tenants, which damps ﬂ:‘it energiez, and pre-
vents thew, in many cases, from disposing  of
their farms when they wish to do so. | contend
that this will be a great advantage. And as re-
gurds the purchase money, the tors have

t 'd t0 & reduction of one tourth, which [

think will be & great buon to the tenants, and o
we rejecied 1t we would be highly eensurable.
The Bill does not fix the price of L-d i it ouly
compels the proprietors to take fifteen years'
purchase in place of twenty which they formerly
asked. I do not, therefore, see why we shouid
object to the Bill, for the Government only inter-
féred 8o far as to induce the W makes
a reduction in the price of their land, and
leaves th: tenant ftree to purchuse at that
price o not, us they may thin . Asre-
gords the fishing reserves, | llunr?;'::mld be a
great grievance to have them thrown to the
public.  What ryght would I have to she front of
my farm if it were wade public property ?
W’ould it not be be beser rwp: -u’:o giv.’a
few pounds than to have the front of his ltarm
thrown ojea, and perbaps s fisherman’s hut
built in his garden or orchurd. A Bill to sutho-
rize¢ the Goverament W assist the tenantein j er
chusing their iurms bas been spoken of, and it ik
thought that Il::'l a Bill could be made to work
10 advan ell, it is the tive of the
House of Assembly to bring i-,:::h’.: Idl:-nd
if it were introduced I would probably i,
bat I would be very cautious in entailiog & bur.
den upon pur successors ; yet | hope a Bill of
that kind will be introduced, and the amount
Government will be suthorized to grant limi
to & certain sum. It ie time enough yet to bring
in & Bill of that kind. It will be necessary for
the tenants to make exertions to make up » por-
tion of the purchase m v and it will be ne.
cessury to sce how the debentures will be disposed
of in the market. These things would have to
be fuily considered beiore the Guvernment made
any advances lor that purpose,

Hon, Mr. Hesokeson : Your honors. if I am
not wistaken, there 1 » strong disposition shown
by sowme individuals on the opposite mde of the
House to wpply the curb, and as [ am the
youngest Ginong you in polities, { am desirous of
knowing whether the freedom of debuate, which
is ugreeable  common usazes, is o be denied
here? Il so, 1 will sit down ut once, for L will
not submit to any bit or bridle.

Hon. the Presipext : His honor will, of eourse,
be uliowed all the privileges which he Las &
right to claim.

Hon. Mr. Henperson : Well then, ycur honors,
in waking sowe geoeral remarks in connecwon
with the Bill, and the motion now before the
House, I will take up the assertion of his honor
from the First District of Prince County (Mr.
L rd), that * this Bill will be very uselul at elec-
tous—that it will make politicai capital,” —to-
gethier with the very important evidence againsg
bis own party, which he lately gave befure your
honors, when be said thut he ** did not believe
that either party was sincere in their desire to
scttle the land question.”” The assertion and
the evidence I accept us my text, and [ do not
wish to allow any statement to gc abroad with-

out being tully ‘lxmnmed, “s0 that people ma

see that we tukélan interest in wit they should,
and what they shouid sot beligve. | have sup-
purted the party at present in power, and they
have not given any proof of insincerity yet, but
the moment I have renson to believe they are
not sincere, that moment | will oppose them. In
speaking on this subject T will firai take up the
evidence which | buve uheady relerred to, and
will look out for sowmething to corroborate it.
In looking over the ** Parliamentary Reporter ™
for the Session of IR55, when the Liberals were
in the plenitude of their power, 1 observe that
Mr. Cooper, and any other member who ventured
to support him on the question of escheat, or
any other kindred subject, met with the most
determined and bitter opposition frou the Go-
vernwent purty. At page 51 Mr. Cooper saye:
— The Hon. Col. Secretary speaks with so
much contempt of the two or three loose fish,
that 1 can only infer, that be means that the
rest are in his ret, or have swallowed the bast
snd taken the hook; but if it s o it is u poor
prospect for the poor defrauded tenantry to find
that their representatives are on the hook, or in
the net of the Col. Secretary.”” *¢ Hon Col.
Seeretary : —It has been stated to me that the
hon. member was pledged not to pro| or ud-
voeate any measure which did not meet the ap-
proval of the Liberal party. He knows thae
this measure hus not their approval, and thue
Lis constitoents nre deceived by him.*" ** Mr,
Cooper :—1 deny it.”" At this point the Col.
Secretary read extracts from the ** Bloody Des-

teh,”” which in other circnmstances he so
oudly disavow<, hut now, that ite doctrines were
calenlated to prop up his Governmwent, and keep
down agitation, he adopted it as quite akin to
lus own politica) progeny, then in the course of
development. And then he added :—

++ Atter such deciarations, 1 would like to
know if any hon. mewmber really believes eschieat
practicable.  Uan it be supposed that alter those
repeated decisions the Brivsh Government will
torn round and undo what it has previously
done, und take away from individoals the pro-
perty. i miany instances, purchased oo the
tuith of these very decisions?  No man of proper
judgment would scriously entertain the ides for
a single moment.”’

These are fair specimens of the arguments
used by the Laberals throughout that eclebrated
debate in 1835,
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MISCELLANEOUS.
THE ROSE-BUSH,

A child sleeps under a rose bush fair,

The buds swell out iu the soft Muy wir;

Sweetly it rests, uud on dresin-wings flies

To pluy with the nogels in Vur -~
And the years glide by.

A maiden stood by the rose bush fuir,

The dewy blossoms bedew the wir;

She presses bher band 1o her throbbing breast,

With love s firat wonderful raprare blest—
And the yeurs glide by.

A wother stands by the rose-bush fuir,

Soft sigh the leaves iu the evening wir ;

Sorrowiug thoughts of the past wrise,

Aund teurs of uuguish bedim ber eves—
Aud the yeure glide by.

Nuked wnd Jone stands the rose-dush fuir,
Whirked wre the lesves in the wrtema wir ;
Withered and desd they fall 1o the ground,

Aund silently cover u new-made woaud—

Aund the years glide by.
- - . —

Tag Crose oF A BaiL —What & sad thing
is s bull us it drawe to u close ! What an
emblem of Jife at & siwilar poriod! Hog
wuch frestness hus tnded ! How much
beauty hins passed uway ! How wany iliu-
sions are dissipated! [How wany dreams
thas the luwpl:git uod chuik-fBoor had eilicd
into life, 8y, like spirivs, with the first beamn
of sunlight! The eye of the proud bearing
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is buwbled wow; the check, whose downy )
softness no paioter could huve copled, looks ¥
pule, wan, wnd haggard ; the beaming lovks, u
the grucetul bearing, the elastic step, where 2
are they? Ouly to be fuund where youth— i
bright, jiyous, uud elustic youth—uuites it. .
sell W beanury. i
e
e
If & few civil words will render 8 wan 1
happy, be wust be & wreteh indeed wire will i
uot give thew o hia Lot another wan y
lhizht Lis candle by your owu, sud yours loses i
uune ol ite brillisucy by what Lie gains. t
“ ]
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| desires to settle the Jund question. I beliove
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