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CHARLOTTETOWN, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, MONDAY, JUNE 6, 1859.

——

Provincial Parliament.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS.

—

Wepxespay, 4th May, 1859,

House met at 4 p. m.

Mr. Loseworra moved the first reading of a Bill to
amend the Act of Incorporation of the @harlottetown Gas
Company, by enabling them to put up gas fittings, &e., in
private houses, when requested to do so either by the owners
or occupiers of said houses, the company coarging reat for
such fittings, while in use, in addition to the cost of gas and

direct a commission to some discreet and impartial person, not
connected with the Island, or its affairs, to enquire into the
existing relation between Landlord and Tenant, and to nego-
tiate with the Proprietors for such abatement of present liabili-
ties, and for such terms for ensbling the Tenantry to convert
their leaseholds into freeholds, as—without infringing on the
rights of the landlords—may be fairly and reasonab!y asked for
to ameliorate the condition of the Terantry.

“¢2d. Resolved, That in the opinion of this [Jouse the basis of
any such arrangement should be a large remission of arrears of
' rents now due ; aud secondly, the giving every tenant holding
under a long lease an option of purehasing his land at a certain
rate, at any time he might find it convenient to do so.

¢3d. Resolved, That a remission of arrears of rent may be
reasonably asked, inasmuch as the existence of these arrears,
although i1t is due partly to an unwillingness of the tenants to

amicable means the long agitated question with respect to the
tenures of land in this Island ; and as an earnest of that disposi-
tion, a Bill was passed in 1853 -— which reccived the sanction

| Hon. Mr. LoxeworTa said, that when it was found that

‘nearly £400 was demanded to make up for a deficiency in the
law, as it now existed, it was time to effect such an alteration

of the Imperial Government — to purchase the estates of the iti
s : 8 6 ' as would prevent the repetition of such applications. He felt
i:‘xlx:d l(l:l‘:lm‘l?h; a:lcertam fixed rates, under the operation of it very hard for Teachers to be deprivedpopf their salaries, but
. ic tw& valuable estates were purchased and' sold in small | shey had no remedy by the Statute. Who were culpa‘ble’
::)c;s r?t lelsetgers thereon, by means of which their material | The parents, by allowing their children to remain away from
Elxis pé()lo{l as been much advanced ; and the Legislabure of |school, and rendering it impossible for the Teacher to keep up
oo ynsu sequently passed a Bill to raise a Loan by  the legal average. Some coercive measure must be resorted
v ‘I' | .'g; é ra?tee, so that greater effect might be given to 1o, to check the evil. [le held in his hand a petition from Lot
tu, pr;nup es of the Purchase Bill, and which measure was 53, numerously signed, to amend the Act—giving power to
ix::lmtghz ;‘;‘(“S‘Tllnleoﬂdeil b,s tb_he Flghlt Hon. Henry Labouchere | enforce the schoolmasters’ fees—making the teachers, parents
boaBont ;l,, ! n. Lord Stanley, ately Secretaries of State | and trustees, mutually responsible, so that those demands shall
| orb e Colonies Bnt. the_ Loan Bill huvnpg been dlsa_llowed‘ not be made in future. Thus they woald have the power in
—t—}- {‘mean.s of private intrigue and gross misrepresentation, as ‘heir own hands to apply a remedy to the evils of a system
ns Committee believe — and it being inexpedient to efiect | which earnestly demanded reformation
any further purchases of Township lands in the absence of | ;

| pay rent, under the idea that Escheat, or some other delusive such a measure, this House regret that they perceive no other

rent of meters, The ﬁtti!!gs to be the property Of (he (,/\Jm' e e e o e f o t f t l d
oA | echem %y would ﬂ&Ne them to evad y titis also due n pil" method O { 1 1 t of the ques 10n o e Lan !

¢ o 0 | 2 eﬂectmg a F(lttl 21 e f {
pally. and ﬂuthollslng them to remove Such propu‘ty When to the laches and remissness of the landlmds lﬂ\‘ their agen's | tenures thilt \\'i“ pIOVC Sa“:’l:l((‘l:\)] ¥ t,()‘;‘]:‘ Il: ")I:li‘ of th}; Island '

their managers shall deem it meet, &e. i 7 . : ;
Hoa Cgle ) - , &e ye :]n not enforcing it, and because, in many cases, the arrears, | than by resorting to their undoubted constitutional right of
d00. Uol. GRaY—Nr. Opeaker, I rise for the purpose of | however incurred, amouat to so large & sum, that the exacting | demanding an_investigation into the original titles of the
noticing a paragraph in the published report of the debate on | t"e™ would prove ruinous lo a large nuwber of loyal and in- | assumed Land Proprietors. "
the address, in which an observation is attributed to me which dustrious people; and would further entirely put it out of their|  Resolved, therefore, that an address be presexitﬂd to Iler

 did not make. I am there represented to have said * that | POET t0 avail themselves of the plan suggested in subsequent | Majesty, praying that she may be graciously pleased to

- : | resoluti ' : ; : :
the Bill guaranteeing the Loan had been abandoned by the resolutions for purchasing their farmns. Eauthonse the establishment of a Court of Enquiry, to investi-

Imperial Parliament fu consequence of the falsehoods and “4th. Resolved, That as the circu sta: ces of the tenantry | gﬂatc the claims of in‘div.iduu'ls holding Township lands in this
would not in genernl enable them to pay down any large portion | Island, in virtue of Crown Grauts, the conditions upon which

isrepres i i d i G ]
A Y P i, e ) e S 4 et W B e vl
opposition of the proprietars.” Sir, the Reporter has, unin-| would practicaily c:n:\:\:rel:ﬂv:-'r‘v‘ ;:r:’r;“;p:::lxln:\)»’: t?::'l: fvr)'r"fxlﬂll
tentionally, 1 am willing to believe, put into iny mOuLh'UWnt'l', in which he cnuid’, from tune, invest his savings ai | TEACHERS' PETITIONS.
language stronger than [ used. I did not use the word | interest towards the purchase of his farm, an urran:_rcl‘nemj Frivar Foxexooxy, May 6,
 £:lsehood” at_ all, nor did 1 reflect, in any way, upon ﬂn)_i which could be effected by the following means, viz : that the | [Jouse met at 11 o’clock, and resolved itself into a Commirtee

Jespatches transmittcd by His Excellency the Licut. Gover- ‘ Landlords should agree yo permit the tenants 1o purchase their | of the whole on Teachers’ Petitions.  Hon. Mr, McAulay is

; | tarms for such sum p= i : q
uor,—what I intended to convey was to the effect that I was | y,qine furti ot < L5 L v/ L e
viding further, that when any tenaunt (whose reut was pad up) | Hon. Me. Pauser hoped that the Committee had carefully

surprised that the hon. member, the lead ate Govern- | s : : L
surpr . . I r leader of the late (;uwern should be desirous of paying any sum not being less than ten | considered the cirenmsiances 0 those Petnt the fact |
ment, should have assngnel as the cause of the abandonment pounds towards the purchase of his land, he shouid have the |taned n esch—an ﬂ;‘| 1 l'“ : .ls' r 'l il :le PESP
. o - ’ tCh—ang assured the y \
of the Loan Bill by the British Government, a comhination | option of doing so, aund that the interest on the ten poands, or | and eqmitable ; .-ur'“““,“ ‘h‘,m' ‘l"?; ‘:fn: ;M»cT:li'l::\'; \:’"“:
1 FrR * 1 P > | 1 . we, 9 4 S e L] - - nstances
of proprietcrs; while the true reason f)r the loss of the ’ other amount so paid, shou!d thenceforth go 1n reduction of his | 1u each petyion 10 warrant the House 1n ,,ﬁe,f,‘,,,,‘, Liey were
' » House - Z, tiey

weasare was to be found in the glaring misrepresentations
contaized in the financial statements which accompanicd the
de:patch.

Hon. Col. Gray then moved 2ud order of the day—that
the House go into Committee on the despatches sent down

by the Licutenant Governor.

| yearly rent, and so ou for every payment on account of purch:se,
{unul the whole was paid, when he should receive his Derd

| : » 5
{ and that similar covenants shou!d be inserted in all future 1cages
| for terms over forty years. Such an arrange per; would not

S b
{only give the tenant the advantage of Paying an instalment of

{lus purchase money, and al the sage time reducing his rent

| whenever he chose, With u! subjecting hum to the vexation and

;nm J\h‘uf]ed in dong 8o I'he Statute was very full upon the
I <unjeet, aod they shou'd be most careful in carrying ont s
provisions.  Toey all knew how easy 1t was for a I'eacher to
linuke out a prima facie case, to warrant him in coming before
;mis House by peution; but yet it did not follow that they
{ should vote awuy the public woney wihout feeling satisfied

[ that the claim was jast.  ‘T'hose petitions took up a great deal |

fion. Mr. Wiearxan hoped the House would posipone the | costs incideni to €27es of nability to meet wstalments agreed | of tune, caused muoch discussion, and gave very great annoyance

order for taking up the despatches. The hon. the leader of
lier Majesty's Opposition was unable to attend from an ac-
cidont, and as the matter of the despatches was of the most
serious import, it wuas necessary that the hon. gentlemag
should be present.

Mr. CoopEr coincided in opinion with the IIon. Mr., Wight- |

man, and hoped Hon. Mr. Coles would be able to attend to-
morrow (Thursday).

Ilon. Col. Gray oserved that when. ITon. Mr. Palme
named to-morrow for the despatches the Opposition objecte
and named Tuesday (yesterday), which was agreed to.,l.“ the

Goverument. If such delay continued to mark their proceed- |

ings, he did not know when they should be able to finish the
business of the Session.

Mr. Coorer thought all the members should be present
Hon. Mr. Thornton, Mr- MeNeill, and others, were absent.
and it would be wrong to enter into the discussion of the
despatehes in the absence of so many members.  He hoped,

merrow, when he would have no objection to proceed with the
despatches. y

Jlon. Mr. Parwer would feel no objection to postpone the
despatches, if his hon. friend Col. Gray would consent to do
0.

The despatches were accordingly pestponed until to-morrow
(Thursday), at 11 o’clock, a. m.

The House then went into Committee of Supply, and grant-
ed the remaining appropriations, (already published) the last
being that moved by the Hon. Mr. Palmer, £6 12s. 9d.,
to reimburse the President of St. Dunstan’s College for duty
paid on a set of Philosophical lustrameats for the use of the
College. .

Adjourned at 7 o’clock.

AxtHONY BEGLEY, Reporter,
Tuvrspay, May 5, 1850.

THE LAND QUESTION.

Housa met at 11 o’clock, and resolvad itself into a committee

«of the wlzo{e 0(".' thf’ Des}'\atc;xosji){'r !'.’."l‘m Yeo llin t:mt(}h.'\tl‘r. ‘ through the negotiation of the Commissioner land would not |
Hon. Col. Gray rose and paid a high compliment to the | g.)) ¢35 high—such had not been the case in Canada—he |

genius, literary talerts and statesmanship abilities, of the |

resent Colonial minister, Sir E. Bulwer Lytton. Ile said the |
Minister had proposed a settlement of the land question, and |
sagzested the mode of its accomplishment ; and if his views
wera met in a friendly spirit, this long agitated question would |
be finally arranged, to the satisfaction of the Proprietors, and |

the bencfit of the Tenants. The Resolations which he h“d’ha]t‘-past 10 o'clock. when the Resolutions, with 40 years |

drasn up for the adoption of the House embraced a prospect |
of satisfactory adjustment—they were in accordance with the)
sugrestions of the minister—suited to the wants of thé people, |
and adapted to tha state of the Colony. The hon. gentleman |
having, at considerable length, developed his own views with |
reference to the ralations of Landiord and Tenant, &c., moved ‘
the following Resolations :— |

¢« Whereas certain questions arising out of the original grants{
of the lands in this Island. severaliy called the Escheat ques-|
tion, the Fishery Reserve question, and the Quit Reot question, |
have for many years caused much discussion and difference of |

-opinion amonyst the people of th:s lsland, and many delusive

pro)2cts and impracticable measures have been, and are from |
time to time, enunciated respecting such questions, Wherrby’l
the tenantry have been, and ere greatly nmposed upon, &nd |
induced to support the propounders of such measures, under |
the delusive hope that by doing so they will he relieved from |
the payment of rent; and the atiention both of the peop'e and |
Legisiature being occupied with such deceptive schemes, nea- |
sures tefing to develop the resources of the Culony are not |
only neglected, but a state of soc ety, equally opposed to the |
moral, social, and politica! welfare of the people and their true |
interests, is produced ; and whereas, various Despaiches have

for a great number of years declared that Her M jesty’s Go-
vernment will not consent to any compulsory interference with |
the laws and rights of the Proprietors, and which has been

strongly reiterated in the Despaiches of Sir Edward Bulwer
Lytton—now Her Majesty’s principsl Secretary of State for|
the Colonies—da’ed the 20th October. 1858, aW# 3d Dece nber, |
1858, from which 1t is ¢ that any measures for the benefit|
of the Tenantry wu on amicable arrangemont with'
the Propr etors ; an ie agitaton of hostile measures, |
®ame as Fscheat, Fis Lrves, and Quit Rents, must not

only result, as they a ave done, 1 leading the tenan'ry

1nto costs and trouble, without, in any way, ameliorating their
condition, but will also engender a feelng m the Proprietors, |
rendering them disinclined to listen to proposals which, if such

agitation were at an end, they would be bLkely to enteriain;

and whereas, Sir Edward Bulwer Lytion in his Despa'ches
above referred to, while refusing to sanction measures which
in England are considered inconsistent with the rights of pro

perty, has expressed the readiness of Her Msjesty’s Govern-
ment o co-operate with the Legis!a‘ure in furthering measu-es
for the settlement of the land tenures, if ** conceived in a spinit !
of fairness and conciliation to all parties® :— :

k
however, that the Hon. Mr. Coles would be in his place to- |

| to be paid at & pagticular day, but would, in the opinion of this
| House, gragually but certainly change the tenures into free-
h=lds without the ajd of loaus, and the expensive subsistence
j of Public Offices, by which h-avy habilities have already been
{and would, if persevered into a much greater exten, be inposed
on the public finances.”

| After a protracted debate, and the rejection of amendments,
severally proposed by Hon. Mr. Whelan and Mr. Cooper—
the above resolutions were earried, with the substitation, un-
{ animeusly agreed to, of 40 instead of 100 years, as the wmini-
mum period for leascs entitling the holders to the benetits of
| the proposcd arrangements.
! Mr. CoorER, ina very lengthened speech, stated his ohjections
|

to the Resolutions—cntered iuto the history of the original
{ grants—showed that the conditions had not been complied with
| —that the origifal rights conce'ed by the grants had been
| forfeited—re-investing them in the Crown. He thought the
Q right of purchase should extend to Leases of 40 years. i
Hon. Mr. THorNToN approved of the spirit of the Resolutions,
{ but objected to the preamble. It was wrong to entrust one
| person with the power of gottling the land tenures of the
Colony ; there should at least be three. He was in favor of
the second Resolution. It had always been his plan, when he
could not get all he wished, to take what he could get. The
arrears should all—the greater part at least—be struck off
with one stroke of the pen, as Mr. Cobbett had proposed to do
with the National Debt. He believed that P.E. Island would
never be prosperous until she had more {reeholders than ten-
ants. That was his motto. Arrears had accumulated—the
many disastrous seasons between the years 1345 & 1857 pro-
duced an accumulation—the people had nothing to give. The
reasons should be stated why the peeple were not able to pay.
He could not see any reasons for fixing the instalments at

to Leases of 190 years—those having leases of 00 years should
likewise be entitled to the privilege.

Hon. Col. Gray felt thankfal to the Hon. Mr. Thornton for
his appreciation. in par , of the measure. Ile trasted that

hoped that the Commissioner would battle successfully for the
rights of the poor man, and see that full justice should be done
him. As to the 100 years lease, that was for the consideration
of the House. He had always a very great aversion to leases
for 40 years, but should not object to 60.

The “debate, which will appear hereafter, continued till

instead of 100, were agreed to on the following division :—
; Aga nst them.
Hon. Mr. Whelan,

For the resolutions.
Hon. Col. Gray,
“

Mr. Palmer, ¢« Mr. Coles,
¢ Mr. Longworth, s “Mr. Kelly,
¢«  Mr. Yeo, Mr. Cooper,

« Mr. Pope, Mr. Sinelair,
¢ Mr. Haviland, Mr. Knight,
¢ Mr. Laird, Mr. Doyle,

¢ Mr. McAulay, Mr. Satherland.—8.
Mr. Douse,

Mr. Rawsay,

Mr. John Yeo,

Mr. Owen,

Mr. MeNeill,

Mr. Montgomety

Mr. Howat,

Mr. Holm,

Mr. Davies,

Hon. Mr. Perry.—18.

Hon. Messrs. Thornton and Wightman, and Mr. Conroy,
being unavoidably absent, could not vote.

The folloving are the resolutions which were offered in
amendment by the Hon. Mr. Whelan, above referred to, and
which were lost on the same division as the preceding : —

Whercas. Certain despatches from former Seeretaries of
State for the Colonies and printed in the Journals of the
House of Assembly of this Island, clearly shew that the Crown
never relinquishc«{. i 3
Township Lands in Prince Edward Island, its claim to the
arrears of Quit Rents or to the controul of gl_\e Fishery
Reserves, and by the Civil List Bill pass .d in 1851 ceded to
this Colony 1ts interest in those Quit Rents and Reserves.

Resolved, therefore, that measures should be adopted to
gecover from the Proprietors ot Towunship L.:mds the amount
of Quit Rents of which they have been long in arrear, so soon
as the present Act authorising an asscssment upon lands shall
exvire —the money being requuired for the encouragement of
education and for the general improvement of the Colony ; and
that other measures should be resorted to, to pet in foree the
right which this Colony has legally acquired to lease or

otherwiss dispose of the Fishery Reserves for the benefit of the

ople of this Island.

« Therefore Resolved, 1st, I'hat a humble address be presented | Whereas the Government and Legislatare of this Island

to Her M jesty, praying that Her Majesty will be pleased to

have, for several years past, shown a disposition to geitle by

£10—why not name £5—the smaller the sum the greater the |
inducement to pay. He objected also to confine the purchase |

in favour of the assumed Proprietors of

i»uch session.  He hoped to see a betier state of things; and
[ meantime ne repeated, ihat in dealing with the peitions, the
| Comunttee should be satisti-d 1n their own minds that pothing
{ was asked for but what appeared equitably due.

' Hon. Mr. YEo, Chairman of the reporiing Committee; vb-
| served, tnat the Comimttee had entered fully mnto an mvesti-

| gation ol all the circumstances of the petiioas la every
ins’.u.ce the application was great than the Committee had
upount tn esch case, and

| recom nended. They reduced tiie
all feit the utmost anxiety to dee

amtcably, furly, justly—

|

1o their own conscience, the peiitoners, and the country. He

?5!)4\(;1'9. tor s own part, wish to see 20ne plan mroduced which
| would render it uanecessary for the T'eachers in future to app'y
!m th 8 House for compenzation,
' Hon. Mr. PeRRY sa1d, the teport of the Sehonl Visitor, and
[that of the Bo-srd of Kducaiion, were pow before them. In
| lunking over those repurts was a deplorable ciremns:ance te
apaheie and inditferent to the
! kopt their childremrat home

| Bod that the peop € were s
| advantages of education Sou
—some withdrawn thew fromn school, beeause they chanced to
Ibe a little anary with the teacher.  T'he poor ciildren suffered
{ —the country wanld suffer, and wuas suffering—in fact, that a
|large amount of its revesue was appropristed 1o the purposes
| of education, while the rising generation did not avail them-
| selves of the greal blessings of which it might be the medium.
Message from the Legislative Council, informing the House
[that their Honors had pissed the Bill suthorising the Supreme
| Court to grant Sheriff’s relief against adverse claime, and also
[ the Bill incorporating the Baptist Church of Bedeque, without
| amendments. -
|  Documents of Board of Educa‘ion referrad to Committee ;
| read, &ec.
{  Amount asked for as compensation for Teachers was over

{ion. Mr. Lairp thonght if a school could not keep up the
laverage of 20, 1t should be closed. The country was not able
{10 support such an immense.number of schools.  He believed

there was too many, and the proof was that so many petitions
| were before them, where the average was below 20.  If there
| were fewer echools, tha attendance would be greater in each,
—the number which the law required kept up—and there wou'd
be litle canze for comp'aint on the part of Teachers—they
| wou!d all have their average.  But as the system is at present
{ such 1s imposs:ble. He wished to sce a reinedy applied tozuch
{an evil.
[ Mr. Howar thought the average too high. It wss first 30,
then 20, and required to be still lower. 1t was no fault ef the
Teachers thit the average fell beiow the pequired standard.
[ This was an agricultural country; labour was scarce, and the
| children were often required to assist in the labour of the field
| —at school to-day, in the field to-morrow—thus thie average
gfel!. [t was surely the interest of the people, when they had
[t pay the Land TaX, to send their children to schoo! ; but many
| of the poor were not able to do so. It was, therefore, neither

the fault of the Teachers, nor the parents of the children, that

(he attendance fell below the average. Under all those cir-
! cumstances he thought the Teachers should be paid the full
famount,

Mr. Coxrox would not deprive a Teacher of his salary,

| where the average fell through sickness or any other cause |
g

lover which he had no controui. He would, however, reduce
| a master’s salary something, making 1t between £40 and £350
| when he had rot the average. Such a course would make him
| use every exertion to have the required number.
{  Hon. Mr. Yzo thousht the present system most unfair. The
average was 20 which entitled the masier to s salary ; but if
[hie had only 19, at 30:. each, he could only g=t £33 10-
| Some steps shou!d be speedily taken by the Legislature to
| remedy such an unfair arrangement. In some paces it was
impossible to get 20 scholars ; the West Shore was thus cir-
| enmstanced, and would it be fair 10 continue a systein which
| punisned a poor t1eacher for not doing what it was 1epossible
for inm to accomphsh. Jon. gentlemen shouli consider the
hardship of such cases, and not expect ore from the teachers,
| under the circumstances, than they can perform.

Hon. Mr. THornToN would not alow the average to fall
below 20,—that amount should be kept up; but he believed
|tnat 1t was necessary that parents should be compelled to send
their children to sciiool.  Was it fair that parenis who appreci-
ated the blessings of education. and wished 1o bestow tiose
biessings upon their children, should be prevenied by the
neglhigence and indifference of other parties who did ot care
for education? He sh.u'd wish 10 see tha law, as regards
education. compnlsery, penal, eff-ciive. He should wish to
see children grow up properly educated—iit to instruct their
parents, who had never enjoyed the biessings of education.
le knew an ertire dstrict so regardless of information that
s local vewspaper was never read among them, ‘They were
totslily ignorant, in this advanced period, of science and
literature, of all physical, moral, and political intelligence.
lie hoped that such a state of things would not long exlst,—
that the country wonid be informed ; that ere long parents
wou'd be bound in law, neder a pena'ty, 1o send their children
to school ; and ‘hat the Teachers should be made responsible
for ihe strict performance of their duty.

| Hon. Mr. CoLEs thought, that if, wiien the average fell below
20, the Teacher should be paid with £45, and the parents
bound to make up the deficiency, it might remedy the evil.
| Mr. DovrLE believed the Education Act was the best ever
' passed in the Colony ; but it was not what it was said to be,
free. Anagreement was generally made with the Teacher 0
pay his board—some ¢id pay, and some did not=five or six
had to make up the amount. This was not fair; and when
parents sometimes took umbrage at a teacher, they kept their
children from school, puttinz it out of his pawer lo maintain
his average. It happerad also that the teachers were themseives
to blame. Whey |ocated for a time in a digtrict, they often
became raghgent. But the children should not suffer for either
the spleen of the parents, or the negligence of the Teacher.
| He shou!d wich to see power given to the Trustees to asscss
the defaulters in the deficiency of the salary of the Teacher.

Hon. Mr. ParuEr believed that many of the zpplicants had
rot gone to the Board of Education,—that was acling contrary
to the law. It was quite enough to pay the large sums for
which they were liable, and they should be sure that they were
ot voling away the public money blindfuld. Enteriaining
those views, he would not support any petitions, where appli-
cation in the first plice had not been wmade to the Board of
Education.
| Hon. Mr. PErry—The School Visitor had been consulted—
| he was now Secretary to the Board of Edacation. That was
{all the information they could obtain ; it was reliable, and in
jastice to the reporting Committee, he felt himself justified in
saying, that they had taken great pams in making all the
necessary enguiry respecting the petitions, and, therefore, it
was not fair to say they were voting away mouey blindfold.

Hon. Mr. Yeo thought it but fair and equitable that every
| Teacher should have his £50. ° The Commitiee did not go tha!
length, they ailowed £40. Surely that was not extravagant ?

The Petition of P. . Doyle—whose half-year’s salary had
been withheld, and his license suspended for three months by
the Board, for falsification of ni¢ register—created a very
protracted discussion.

Hon. Mr. PaLmer did not oppose this application especially,
he opposed all similar applications, as by granting their prayer,
[ they open ed a door for endless petitions, which, if attended to,
[ would absorb the entire revenue of the Colony. ‘T'here wae
!iutﬁcwnr, however, in the petition to show that the register
'had been falsified. Such had been admitted before the Board.
| of Education, and they had thought proper to deprive him of

his salary, and suspead his license. They would not! be doing

right 0 treal their decision with contemp! ; besides, the Poard
{ was charged with arbitrary and 1yrannical conduct, and under
{those circumstances he could not feel justified in granting
| away the pubiic money.
| Hon. Messrs. Coles, Thornton, Kelly, and Messrs. Howat,
[ Cooner, &e , having spoken, its consideration was deferred

[ti!l further information could be obtained from the Board.
| Ilon. Col. Gray moved an Address to Her Most Gracious
{ Mrjasty, founded on the resolations aoreed to last night,

On motion of Hon. Mr. Haviland, bills to incorporate the
Free Churches of New London and Bedeque were read a first

\liu.e.

PRINCE STREET WHARF.

Mr. Davies, Chairman of the Commitiee appointed to report
[ on the petition of Hector McLean and Duacan McPhee, said
the Committee were of opinion that petitioners had an equitable
claim for compensation. It was for the House to fix the amount
| T'hcy had been charged with the wages paid John Doirsnt for
{107 days, at 12s. 6d. per day, amounting to £66 17s. 6d.—
mulcted in a penalty—aod sustained considerable loss by
d:scounting of Treasury Warrants ; although it was siipulated
|10 the contract that they should be paid in the currentimoney
| of the Island. ‘Fhey claimed over £260. The Committee did
| nat recommend any amount,—that was for the House. Referred
{13 Committee of Supply.

‘ Axtonoxy Becrey, Reporter.

{
|
{

Frivay Arrerxoox, May 6.

| PETITION AGAINST THE RETURN OF TIE HON,
, THE SPEAKER.

| The House went into Committee—Ion. Mr. Perry in the
| chair—on the Petition of certain electors of Princetown and
| Royalty and Lot 18, against the return of the Hon. Donald
| Montgomery as member for that electoral district. The
| petitioners “alleged that the Poll Clerk baving omitted to-re-
{cord in h's book the nature of the qualification on which
| parties whose votes were objected to at the time of polling,
'as required by the 26th Section of the Election Law, the
| friends of Mr. Davics, the opposiag Candidate, were prevent-
led from presecuting a Scrutiny of such votes, which would
|Lave resuited in the return of the latier gentieman.
Hon. Mr. Coues explained the grounds of complaint of
| Petitioners—the 26th clause of the Act was precice and
| positive in its provisions, as regarded the case of electors
| who shall be questioned as to their qualifization —it provided
| that all the particulars of the claim to vote, according to the
circumstances of the case, should be takes down in the poll
book, and the Candidate against whom the vote is given, or
his substitute, may object to the vote, and cause the same to
be marked * objected,” and also esuse the eleetor to be sworn.
Such entries not having been made, the voies in question
could not be serutinized. 3
fIon. the Seeaker would state some facts in connecticn
with the application before the Committee, which were, bo
 thought, entitled to serious consideration. He asseried that
'the objections marked in the poli book before them had not
been made or entered at the time of poliing. He had his
owa poll book, kept by a sworn cletk that s'v.-'.vf:’! for itself’;
and a comparison of the two books would satisfy any hon,
member that the one before them had beca altered, he knew
not by whom, but would be glad to fin: out the individual,
and ascertain the time when the alterations had been made,
Neither Mr. Davies nor his substitute asked that the’qaalifi-
cation sheuld be entered. Had the returning officer been
requested, be would, of course, have doue s0. Although that
entleman was opposed to him in political opinions, be fel
confident that he would act fairly and impartially in the dis-
charge of his official duties. At the clection ten yoters wers
sworn, not one of whose votes was ohjected to. Mz hon.
colleague was present at the time, and must have heard any
request that niay have been made to have the votes marked
« objected ;7" and he referred to him to state if such demaad
| had been made. Trusting that the guilty party, whoever be
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