A WEEKLY JOURNAL OF POL

VOL. XVL 1}

** This is true Liberty, when Frecborn Men, having to o

 CHARLOTTETOWN.,

PRIN

e B e

TICS, LITERATI

dvise (he Public, may spealk frree.--- Euripides.

CE EDWARD ISLAND. MONDAY, APRIL 30, 1866,

2,
Y

XA

A

Q
N

e ——

JRE AN

w W o AEFTR T VRGO WS

D RS

— =

— 3

1.X0.%

© COLONIAL LEGISLATURE.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
TENANT LEAGUE.

{ Continued from our last No.)

Hon. Sol. Gen. (Mr. HAVILAND.) What the ideas of
the hon. member, the Lesder ot the Ooposition are with re-

.ect to the constitationality of the Tenant League it was
certainly very difficult to undersrand.  Accordiog to the
dictum of that hon. member, the League, at one wowent,
was a perfeatly loyal and coastitutional wssociation ; and,
the next, they had gooe a litt'e 100 far — nay, had actually
brought disgrace upon the couatry by the unwarra:tableand
illega! character of their proceedings. Yes, the hoo. mew-
ber had gone to far. even Whilst endeavouring to palliate
theic open and violent infractions of law and order, as to de-
nounce them as huving struck at the very roots of public con-
Gdence and tranqulity as well as of the rights and security
of property. 1f in that House continued the hon. and
Jearmed member, un organization, so illegal, seditious, sod
Jdasgerous, could mee: with countensuce sod support, we
wmight, at once, bid farewell to the peace, good order, aud
adbesion of society, for the social fabric. deprived of all those
constitutional supports by which it was upheld, would
quickly collapse, and become an irrepurable ruin. The key-
sione of that organization was a determination to vio'ate one
«f the most legal and binding of oblizations—an obligation,
assamed by leasebolders of their owa free will and aceord,
t pay the owner of their farms the rents set forth, s'ipu'at-
ed aud sgreed upon by their leases. Aund that determin-

ation, it had been but too convinengly proved, was not in- |
tended by them to be confined to mere passive resistance to |

ithe legal demands of their laudlords, by simply witiholding |

the payment of their reuts until, by legal process, they
4bould be compelled to pay them. No: it was intended to
earried to the very verge of open rebellion ; and was, in-
deed, 80 earried out, by organzed physical resistance to the
officers of the law, in the discharge of their officiul dutics,
snd by the most open and uudisguised contumacy to the pro-
tective authority of the land. The statement made by the
hon. leader of the Opposition touching the concessions which
hiad been made, by reduction of rent, to the tenants on the
Canard property in the Murray Harbour Districr, was al-
cogether wrong. No sssertion indeed could be more un-
founded than that these concessions were owing, either to
any resistive demonstration, falsely alleged te have been
made 1o the officers of the law, by the plunting of a eavnon
snd otherwise, on Peters’s Road ; or fer any political s'rut-
agem for scearing, at the bust ugs, the votes of the tenantry
in fuvor of supporters of the Uovernment. le c uld teil
the hon. the lesder of the Opposition that he (hon. Sol.
Gen) was the luw agent both for Cunrard’s and Sullivan's
estates, and that, eonsequently, he was fully cognissnt, not
ouly of the reduction which had been made in the rents of
those tenants from 1s 6d to 1- per acre. but also of the cause
ot reasons which had induced the proprictor to autborise the
making of that reduction. As to the resistance said 10 have
been made to the officers of the law on Peiers’s Road, be
kvew that no official eomplaint touehing any such alleged
resistance had evior been made to the Government.

Houn. Mr. COLES. He bad not said that any offi:ial
complaint of the kind had becn wade to the Governmeut,
but that the fac's of the resi~tance bad been fully detailed in
the newspapers; and, cousequeutly, the Governwent could
wot have been iguorant of them.

Hou. >OL. GENERAL. Would the Government be
justified iu acting upon uo better au hority than mere news-
paper reports ?
thing more tangitle for the justification of any executive
proceediogs. The bon. the ieader of the Opposition had
wade an assertion, intended to criminate Government ; and,
whea asked for his proofs of the correctuess of that asser-
ticen, he had 10 eon‘ess that it was based upon no better
sutbority thau newspaper reports! He (Houn Sol. Geun)
Was the law agent for the estate (Sir K. Cunard’s) aud vo
compaiut had been wade to him of resistance havivg teen
made to the Sher ff or his officers, by 1he tenan ry on that
estate, as it was only reasonab e to conc'ude would have been
doue, had any such resistance been made. Agiia the hou.
the leader of the Oppo-iion had ssserred that the Tenant
League oiizinated i King's County ; aod that assertion
was also incorrect, Tue lLeague oripmated in Queen's
Couuty, as was clearly prosel by the evideuce of ind=pur-
able facts.  Lf it had origiosted among tenantry in King's
County—if aoy body of teasotry in that County bad been
the fathers of the organ zation, was it mot most natural to
suppuse that they would have giveu their support to the
enewbers of it in Quaecn's County ; bat it was very well
Loowu that in nouc of the proceedings of the League in
Queen's Uounty, or io uny of the ewil disturbances oc-
casioned by them in that Cosonty, bad any of the tenantry
ot King's County sfforded them either esugtenance or aid.
In every Session of the L gi-lature sinee the passage of the
F fieen Years' Purchace Bill have the Opposition assailed
tive Goveramest, 0o the assumed grounds that that Bill was
o boow to the tenantry, was unacceptable to a majority of
them, aud could not by uny possibility be made advantageous
to them. He, however, coufilenily maiutained that the Bill
was & handsome iustalment of all the bencfi 3 promised to

vernment was all good and tenanted land—no part of it was
in a wilderness state—and though, in the purchase of it, the
Government had gone a little beyond the price per acre,
which had been given by them for other lands purchased by
them, there could be no doubt that alihough it could not be
expeeted 1o prove a profit-yielding purchase, hke the Sel-

| kirk estate, it wou'd be fully self'sustaining and entail no

loss upon the couutry, With respect to the rise and pro-
gress of the Tenant League, the hoo. the leader of the Oppo-
sition had maintained that, had the Government done their
duty, they would have erushed it m the bud. in the very in.
ception ; but he (hon. Sol. Gen ) verily believed in his con-
seience thut had the Government, at the time the existence
of the organization first became knowa to them, taken any
stringent weasures for its suppresson, that gentlewman, the
hon, the ieader of the Opposition, would have immediately
cried against their repressive action, and accused them of
tyranuically endeavouring to abrogate, resira:n, and repress
the constitutional rights, libertics and privileges of the
people. As for the Government's having seat for the
troops, the emergency of the occasion fully jusufied their
having done so; and for a recognition of that vecessity they
confilently depended upon the loyaliy, public spirit, and in-
dependeace of that House.
hon. the leader of the Opposition had spokeun, it could have
had mo existence, suve in his own imagmnation or as a
nightmare pressing upon his breast in bis sleep. He would
ask the hou. the leader of the Opposition if he bad ever seen
that cannon ?

Hon. Mr. COLES. No, I have unot, nor you either; und
ncither do I think you would have been very willing to
march up 10 it, especially if it were loaded.

Hon. SOL. GENEBAL reptied he had no desire to in-
fringe upon parliamentary cour:esy by condescending to per-
sonalities, buc he would wish the Hoan. Leader of the Oppo-
sition to understand that he would be found prepared to
stand before a loaded cannon, or any other weapon of warfare
whenever and wheresoever he (tbe Hoan. Leader of the Op-
position) pleased.

Hon. Col. GRAY begged leave to remind hon. members
that these were times of danger from abroad, and that such
being the case, uothing was more needful thau that we should
be at accord amoug ourse!ves.

Hon. SOUL. GENERAL observed he had not commenced
the altercation. The Hon. the Leader of the Opposition had
fired the first shot, and he (Hon. Sol. Gen.) bad wmerely re-
turned the compliment by firing one in return, and he (the

“Hon. Leader of the Opposition) was perfectly at Liberty to

take it i whatever way he thought proper. It was asserted
by the Hon the Leader of the Oppusition that the Tenant
Lizague did not exist in his district; but the incorrectness of
that assertion was proved by the disrurbaness which took
place at Tracadie. Auod about the Posse Comitatus, he beg-

| ged leave to inform the lion. Leader of the Opposition that

No; they would, a-sured y, require some- |

the Government had uothing to do with it. The power to
eull out the Posse Comitalus was vesied in the Sheriff in
every country in which the British law and civil regulations
prevailed. [n the event of auy civil commotion or distur.
bauce involving resistance to the offi:ers of the law and their
ordinary powers, the sheriff was in the flrst place to have
rceourse to the Posse Comitatus ; and, if that failed, it then
became his duty to call upon the Government for such assis-
tance as they might deew it expelient to gravt him.  W?a-
ther the calling out of the Posse Comi‘atus had beeon a pia.
dent step or not, under all the circumsrances of the case, it
was not for him to sayv; but the power to do so rested
who'ly with the Sheriff himself; and it was not the first
tiwe that it bad been bad recourse to in this lslaud

Hon Mr. WARBURTON. The Posse Comitatus, he
be'ieved, had never betore been cailed oat wn this Lsland, Tt
was true, indeed. that, some years ag», when Mr. Bearisto
was Sheriff of Prince County, a lurge number of special con-

¢ stables, of whom he was oue, were sworn in, for the purpose

the temantry, by the party in power, through legislative |

action with respect to the Land Qaestion. By means of it
large arrears of reat bave beea expunged from the books of
proprictors, snd deelared irrecoverabe, as againstall tenints
who shall avail themselves of the provisions of the Bill for
the purchase of the fee-simp'e of their furms. Whilst the

tenanis’ improvemeuts were in cXistence they were a suf. |

fisient security for the recovery of all arrears of reat. Oa
one-third of Lot 34 the property of Sir E. Cunard, the ten-
ants by having availed them-elves of the advinrages exiend-
ed 10 them by thac Bil, bad had over £1.000 of arrears
wiped off, every fartbiog of which could have been recovered
Ly the proprietor, beeause the tenants were, in reality, men
of weslth. It was the ssme on the Sullivan property.
There were many tenants upou the estares affected by the
¥ :fteeu Years' Purchase Bill, to whom, befire the passing
of it, the proprictors woald not consent to sell the fee-simple
of their larms, even at 20s, or 3Us per acre; but those pro-
grietors were now compelled 1o part with the fee simple of
their leased lands ar 15 years’ purchuse. When pu: side by
side with the Land Pucrchase Bill, the Fifieen Years' Pur-
chase Bill, i s tair comparsou of their respeciive merits,
would net appear 10 be less direetly calculatad to effect the
emaacipation of the tenaniry from the leasehold system,
than its elder brother, the other Bill, if it wére not indeed
admitred that it was still better carculated to effect that most
desirable object than the other. Of the great merits of the
Laod Parchase Biil, be had, from the first, been fully
aware; and although he wus in opposition at the time of its
being introduced by the bon. the leader of the Oppos#on,
at that time the leader of the Government, he (hon. Sol.
Gen.) gave it his hearty concurrence and support through all
its stages. The firsc purchase made uuder it, that of the
Worrell Estate, had indeed been a rather unfortunate ove ;

bat that of the Seclkirk property bad been, in every point of |
view, au eminently succes:ful one; and the large balance |

whieh had scerued from it in favor of the Government, would
enable them to ward off the tax consequent upon the de-
ficiensy of returns from the Worrell Estate. The remarks
which bad lately been made by the editor of the Ezaminer,
depreciative of the late purchase of a part of the Montgomery
property by the Governmest, contrasied sirangely with re-
warks which, some years s20o, he made touching the pur-
chase of the Supsficld Estate. At that time, be character-
ized that estate as little betier than sn extcosive bog. and as
fitted guly to be the home of the toads and frogs by whioh it
was occupied. Now, however, still intent ujon the same
worthy design, that of dawoeging the Government through
bis observations coucerning auy of their acts—even be they
ever 50 much in accordunee with the principles by which his
party profess to have been actuated when they were in
power—he coudewns thew for the purchase of the Moot
gumery property, aud maintains that the Stansfield Estate
Was & much more advantageous purchase. [t eertainly was
8 pity th:ﬁlu wmen of sckuowledged worth aud ability
should so , as they certainly did, beitltle themselvesby
the groundless nature aud uconsistency of the charges pre-
m:-:- against the r political oppouents. Toat part
of the Momgomery proper'y Istely purchased by the Uo-

i

of queiling s me ecommotion which had arvisen at aignish,
and ihey nearly made as gieat fools of themsclves as the
Posse Comitalus bad doue,

Hon. SOL GENERAL ob:erved that whether it was the

As for the cannon of which the |

|

e e o

but their presence in Charlottetown was not, at first, suffi-
cient to divest the leaders of the League of confidence in
their ubility 10 resist the law. The troops bad been sent
contrary to their assurances 10 their dupes that they would
pot besent; aud then a change came over the spirit of their
drecam.  ‘They tlien confidently declored that neither the
Sheriff nor even the Government had power to send the

i troops from their cantonment into the country for the purpose

Posse Comatatus that was ealled out on that oce:sion, or |

merely a large body of s ecial constables, W. Clarke, E«q.,
formerly a member of this House. was prosecuted by ihe
Crown Offi-ers and heaviy fined beeause he had refused 10
obey the cail or summons ot the Sheriff. Then again as to
the Proclamation agiiust the Tenaut League, which the hon.
the Leader of the Qpposition had said ouht to bave been is-
sued so many moaths belore it was, he (‘lon. Sol. Gen.) had
10 re;dy thut the proper time for issuing it was when it waus secn
that the League had determined to carry their words into deeds;
and wheu, onthe 17th Mareh, 1865, the Dejuty Sheriff at-
tempred toarrest a man, and it was found that bis attempt was
deteated by the active resistance of the congregated Lea_ucrs
—-uf whom that man was one—it was very clear that the
time was come to issue an authorative warning to all per-
sous to stand aloof from the illegal and sedirious association,
called ths T'ensnt League or Union. But that Proclamation
wes entirely disregarded. It was mocked and ndiculed. It
was no more regarded than an idie blast of wind; and the
Government were taunted as imbecles for having supposed
that it wou d have any weight in res'raming the action of the
League. or in intimidating them io the least. They, on the
contrary, grew boider and bolder. They advanced from oue
step of resistance and contumacy to another, until at leng'h
the Depury Sheriff had bis arm broken io his most justifiable
eudeavours to retain property which be had, by due process

| of enabling the Sheriff either to serve writs or to levy dis-

traints, .~ But wheo the troops were actuaily employed upon
that service at Bagnall’s and at the West River, they were
forced to lower their tone, and to desist from agtive resis-
tance to the authority of the law. Still, kowever, although
so far cowed into sullcu submission—although they ceased to
assemble for the purpose of repelling by force the officers of
the law —they continued to be actuated by the same cou.
tuwucious spirit which they had previously manifested in
acisof violeat insubordination ; and they then counselled their
dupes patiently to bide their time, assuring them that the
troops wou'd be withdrawn from the [slund before the clos-
ing of the navigation, and that, then. they wight wre.k their
vengeance upon their oppressors. The Goverument then saw
that 1t would be necessary to build Barracks for the accom-
modation of the teoops, as it could not have been expected
that the Military autbori:ies would consent that they should
be left bere under canvas during the severity of our winier.

Hou. Mr. COLES. They might have rented accommo-
dations for them. and at no greater a cost than the interest
o! the mouey which they halexpended in the erectiou of the
Burracks.

Hon. SOL. GENERAL. Where, he should like to know,
couid such acecommodation have been procured in Chariotie-
town, in which it was weil known, that the population was in
exoess of house accommodat 00,50 far that respectable persons
wishing to reut hou-es could not obtain them, and iradesmen’s
familics, coosisting of three or four individuals, were, insome
instances, obliged to rest satisficd with the accommodation
sfforded by ouly one or two apartments—and that accommo-
dation, scanty as it was, procured with much difficulty.
He (Hon. Sol. Gen.) aud the Hon. Mr, Longworth were
aware of the fertile imagination of the lion. the Leader of
the Opposition, bad—in order 1o be able to ward off any at-
tacks of that hon. member, in the House. on that score—-
actualy tested the Town as to the possibility of renting ac-
cemmodations for the troops. They first thought of the old
Wesleyan Chapel, but, ou applicativn to the trustees of that
property, they found they would wot let it for such a purpose
as the accommodation of a body of soldiers; but even had
they been willing to rent it to the Government for such a
purpose, it would have been necessary to make #0 many ul-
terations in the building and udditions toir, that the necdful
expenditure for that purpose wou!d have amouuted to a very
eerious sum.  Weil, then, when they found tbat all their en-
quiries to that end were uscless, they determined to take the
bull by the borns, and purchased ground as a site for the
barracks. One halt of what was realiz d by the sale of the
old barracks would meet that outlay, if the people, speaking
throuzh their representatives, were satisfied, and the Home
Government also, that it should be so [t was late in Au-
gust when the Government advertised fur tenders for the
crection of the Barracks, Ou'y two tenders were sent in,
and there was a difference of £20)0 between them. The
Goverumeut accepted the lowest.

Hon. Mr. COLES. That subject we had better not enter
upon until we take up the next parazraph of the Aldress.

Hon. SOL. GENERAL No: he thought it wou'd be
better to take it up at ovce. He disliked the diib-drab
mode of di-cussion. The erection ot the barrucks having
been proceeded wi li, accuiding to the plan and sprecificaticn
for which the iender had been made aud aceepted, it was
found that the plan and specification fell short of the proper
miiitary requirements; sod, in order to secure the reten-
tion of the troops, it became necessary, in compliance with
the estublished military regulations, to erect additional
buildings for hospiial, quarters for non-commissioned officers,
quarters for marticd cthcers. guard-house, &c ; aud as when
this mecessity was pressed upon the Goverament, in the
latier end of October or the beginnng of Novewber, it was
too late to issue calls for tenders, and as only two architects
in Prince Elwaid Island had been found to rerpend to the
first eall, it was deemed most advisable to aceede 1o the pro-
posal made by Me. Alley, the o:iginal contractor, for the
ercetion of the additional buildings. That proposal was, in
every poiut of view, lair and liberal.  Mr. Alley offered 10
make the additional erections riquired at the same rate and

| scale of charges made by him uuder the principal contract ;

of law, taken in excention, and the properiy so seized was |

actually foreibly taken out of his pos-essivn. and that by
parties who had no interest in it, for the man whose property
it was, was not there, and they would aot allow him ro sertle
his own business. The intention of the leaguers, therefore,
was, evidently, to resist by force whatever attewpts shouid be
made to levy distraints for rent, and to set both proprietors
and the law at dcfisnce, which—strong in their numbers—
they imagined they could safely do sc long as they had to
resist mothing but the civil power in the form of Sber fl and
and constables. So far the Government trusted to the good
seuse, discretion, and loyalty of the people. But they soon
became convinced that—law-abiding, peaceable, honest and
industrious as, generally spesking, the people of this Colony
most sssuredly are—in order to maintain the supremacy of
the law against so oumerous, determined, and contumacious
a body as the league, it wou!d be neces<ary to have recourse
to miiitary aid. On the day on which it was known the man
Dickieson, who had been arrested, and was held prisouer for
his share in the commotion and rescue of the distiained pro-
perty st Curtisdale, was to be brought up for examination hy
the magisirates, the members of the League had flocked into
Charlottetown by hundreds—jyes, he said it emphatically, by
buadreds—with the evident intentivn of rescuing the priso-
ner, Seeing that, filty or six'y special constables weie
swarn in by the Mayor for the p eservation of the peace on
that day, and to prevent the intended rescue of the prisoner.
Ia compliance with an urgent request of the Sheriff. the Go-
vernment caused pistols to be issued trom the armory, for the
service of the special constables on the occasion ; and, reluc-
1aut as the Government were thus to arm the civil foice, it
soon appeared that, in doing so, they had acted wisely. He
was present from the beginning to the eud of the emeute:
brick bats and stones were throwe boldly and plentifuily at
the special constubles and magistrates, and he felt that, as
they approached the jail, had they had fifty yards further to
go, the prisoner would bave been rescued. Whea the Sheriff
applied to his Honor the Chiet Justice, at that time the Ad.
ministrator of the Government, he was given carte blanche
upon the Treasury to enable him to employ as many special
constables as he might require to enable him to carry out the
processes of the law ; but be could fiud none who would con-
sent to act in that espacity, upon so disagresble and ob-
poxious a service for auy pay he could proffer, how liberal
soever. His Exeelleucy the Admimstrator of the Govern-
weut then, yielding to the paiatul necessity of the ease, sent
for a detsehment of Her Mujesty's Troops from Halifax, and,
very happily. they were promptly desparched, and fortunate-
Iy had proved—without the oceurreuee of u siogle wishap or
the shedding of ove drop ot blood—a sufficient belp and pro-
teetion in our hour of need Before the arrival of the Troops,
the leaders of the Tenant League sedulously strove to re-
iuspirit their somewhat discouraged dupes by assuring them
that Her Majesty the Queea would pever allow her troops
to be sent, to the Island for tbe purpose of enabling the land-
Jords to collect their rents. The troops, however, srrived ;

and the Government, acceded to bis terms, thinking they

the matter now before the Committee but I deem it a duty
"L owe to myself, as will as to those of my late Colleagues
with whom [ was associated at the time the Hon, member
the Leader of the Opposition alludes to, not to to suffer one

| or two poin's in the HHon member's address to pass uuno-

ticed. The Hon. member is of opinion the Duke of New
Castle should have sent back the Award to the Royal Com-
missicners for their amendment, surcly I need ot remind
the Hon. member that no court of Arbitration dares pursue
such a course witbout the consent of all parties; and it is
well known the Proprietors wonld not consent. As to the
Sixtecrn Years' Purchase Bill, with its sliding scale, the Pro-
prietors from the first absolutely refused to ¢ven consider it,
and the Duke of New Castle declared without their conseat
it must rewmain inoperative. The Hon. member stated that
owing to the people of Murray Harbour placing a cannon
on the road and baving recourse to other acts of intimidation,
the Agent of the Proprietor bastily went down to those and
lowered their rents from one shilling and sixpence and one
shilliag and ninepence down to one shilling per ucre. I can
positively assure this Committee that this statement is al o-
gether incorrectly reported to the Hon. member. [ndeed [
myself had occasion to read in vne of the Jocal Newspapers
an equally unfounded statement respecting this matter to the
effet that this great boon had been proeured ** owing to the
interfereace of the Lieat. Governor,” L appeal to the Hon.
members now sittiLg here for Murray Harbor, if they do not
well know that the boon was altogether of a private nature;
aud that the person who procured that boon from Sir Samuel
Cunard wuold never have applied for it if he bad heard that
any intimidation had been used. I can also positively de-
clare that no report of an official or other nature ever reached
we that the people of Murray Harboar had turaed out thus
illegally ; on the contrary, I never heard the slightest com-
plaiut of such a eharacter during my tenure of office and I
owe it to this people thus publicly to declare it, for to them
I am under no less an obligation than that they actually of-
fered in a petition signed by the wealth and sinews of the
whole distriet to elect me to the highes: bonor which any
I'0 ple can coufer upon an eutire strapger, that of being
chosen their representative in this chamber; their distriot must
ever be dear 10 me and I owe them far more than the little
I bave accomplished for them. With respect to the subject
of the paragraph now before us, [ am of opinion it would
have been better if it hal como before us in any other shape,
for [ much regret that remarks have already been made
suffizient possibly to induce some of our misguided people to
imagine their late proceedings were not so totally unprofirabe
as thoy were, I may here say that it was well for the peo-
ple of this Colony that at that juacture the seat of Govern-
ment was occupied by one whose dignified character irre-
proachable life and bigh attainments so emwently qualified
bim not coly to admiaister the Government of this IxJand
but that of any of Her Majesty’s Provinces ; anl I can safely
doclare having had the bovor of personal interviews with
s Execllency the Administrator, that it was only after a
painful struggle, when further delay would have been culpa-
bie and disastrous, that he found himself able to do that which
bis duty both as a ruler and Ciristain impelled him 10; as a

| ruler 10 shew fide'ity to the trust committed to his hands by
! bLis Sovereign, and 452 Christiaw to use the only means left to

| hive enled in the fotir erime of bloodshed or murder-

preveat what 1o oue among us can doubt would eventually
Cer-

| tainly this Colcny presented a carious speetacle when we

| to ull ;aw and order.
| say they were the lewders.)

Lave it stated thit kighly recpectab’e men of sound sense are
among those why so opeuly Jed cur people in resistance
(Mr. Coles expla‘ned that he did not
Well, then, if there were men
of high standing «nd sound senge umong them, [ wssume they

| would bs the appoiuted leaders—but, on this head, | may say,

| of that sinzular organzation which

I dare say, there ure men of sound seuse among the lcuclers
has spread of Jate
throughout the neighbouring econtinent, but L have often

' asked who were the leaders of the League and yet failed to

discover them—in this the Jeaders of the other organizition

| show a ditfereut sense ol their duty to their misguided fol-

lowers. 1 am of opivion General Sweeney is a man of sense;
I teieve. in cvery revolut opary piot theie are not only men

| of sense but many of them sineere in their views aud efforts

could not pos-ibly do bLetier under all the circumstances of |

the case, Mr. Alley must certzinly have made less by the
latter than by the former coutraet, for the days bad become
wuch shorter than they were when he commenced the fulfil.
ment of his original contract, and yet he had to pay his
workmen the fall amount of duily wages at which he first
eugaged them. The Hon. the Leader of the Opposition had
sad that the Sheriff Mr. Dodd had told him that if the Go-
vernment bad grauted him the assistance of 20 or 30 special
consables, there would have been mo occasion 1o send for
Troops. Lf Mr. Dodd bad said so—and he would not say
be had mot—it was very strange that he had made uo such
representarion 10 the Government ; and he (Hon. Sol. Gen.)
was Very certain that e had wot. This however he would
say—the Governwent, even before sending for the Troops,
bad done all that lay in their power to suppress the distur-
bances caused by the Tenant League movements; and he
could, moreover, truly tell the hon. leader of the opposition,
that the Government were quite as willing and anxious as
he to redress the grievances of the tenantry as he ever had been.
He, the hon. leader of the opposition had been very severe in
his censure of the Government for having called in the Troops
to assistin the suppression of Tenant League contumucy and
commotions ; but he could assure that hon. member that our re-
tention of our Constistution was wholly attributable to the
action of the Government in czlling in the Troops ; for, bad
they not done so, it would have been impossible to execute
laws and maiotain the peace of the country; and the evi-
dence of such inability wou!d necessarily have involved the
suspension or withdrawal of our Coustitution. Had he
(Hon. Sol. Geul ) been as anxious for Coufederation us it
was the pleasure of some to represent him, he would, in his
place at the Executive Council Board, have objected to the
proposal of sending for the Troops, great as the emergence
was ; instead of fully concarring, as be did, in the vecessity,
wi-dom, and propriety of doing so. No stronger argument
against the maintenauce or existence of independeut Respco-
sible Government, in little Prince Edward lsland, could be
afforded, than that which might have beca derived fiom our
inability to en‘orce a due ebservanoe of the law, and to pre-
serve iuviolate the general peace and good order of the com-
wunity. Had he, then, been inflaenced by that unpartriotic
desire of self-aggrandizement at the expense of his country,
through the accomplishmeat of the Coufederation Scheme,
which, by some, had beeu so unjustly attributed to him, he
would not have failed to argue, in Council, with all his wight
against the proposal of seuding for Troops, and to deny the
existence of any necessity for doing 0. He, however, with

| respect to that question, took a much more correct view of

his position and duty as a Prince Edward Islander, and no
member of the Government bad more unhesitatingly given
his sanction to that step than he had dome. He was not
mean enough to seek for, or to desire any personal advan-
tage whieh could be procured only through sn injury to his
country, and peither was he so base and craven minded as
to hesitate to sanction, as 8 member of the Government, sn

lar, when he was fully perswsded that its adoption was im-
peratively called for by @ due regard for the best inicrests
of the eountry, The respousibility whieh attached to the
Government on account of their having sent for Troops, he
fully shared with his eolleagues; and, on that score. he was
wiliing 1o stand or fall with them according to the judgment
or verdiet of the eountry. He wou'd die happy. provided it
euld justly be engraved on his tomb that he had been cou-
demned ouly beeause, in opposition to contumacy snd sedi-
tion, be bad sustaiaed the laws, and upheld tbe authority of
eoustitutional government, through vo other incentive than

country. -

Hoo. Col. GRAY. Sir, I did sot iatend at this early
| stage of our proceeding, to offer any observations respecting

extreme measure, however likely it might be to be unpopu- |

that of a sincore and patriotie regard for the good. of bis.

to cffect redress of real or imaginary wrongs. The people
of Lre:and have grievances, but I believe they are only to be
redressed counstitutionally, as my namesake, the member for
Kilkeuny, is now trying to do in the lmperial Parliament.
‘I'he people of this Island bave gricvances ever since the ori-
ginal Grauts of vur lanls were issued under impossible con-
ditious ; but I would say that cvery unprejadiced person
must allow that no Legislatare in Her Majesty’s Colonies,
since the time the Hon. Leader of the Opposition assumed
the reins down to the present, cver strove harder to redress
this grievance than the Legislature of this lsland, but our
people expect us to do impossibilit.es. The [lon. Leader of
the Opposition makes the strange assertion tnat this is the

| ounly country in which Her Majesty's troops have been cali-

vpou o perform a similar duty. Why, it is exactly thirty-
$iX years ago, in this month of April, whea 1 wyself, theu a
subaltron in the same Kegiment which is now here, was sent
with thirty men on a similar duty, from the town of New-
cas'le upon Tyne; and I need not refer 1o the hard times a
subaltern iu the army has of it, performing the like duties in
Ireland. Therefore, after a calm and dispassionate consider-
ation of all the circumstances sttending this truly paiuful
question, [ am of opinion the Government had no other
course to pursue than to call fer the aid of the Military
power. The hon. mem. speaks of the Barracks as a mere
+hell, and describes the sufferiogs of the officers from the cold.
I do not believe that any of my old comrades in the line,
ever consider cold or neat when doing their duty., I koow
what it is to have been in the open air on a range of moun-
taivs for weeks, with two feet of snow on the ground and
only our oloaks to cover us, without fuel of any sort but that
collected from the droppings of the animals. [ wasof opiuion
at first that the Government might have hired temporary
accommodations for the troops, such buildings as the Tewpe-
rance Hall or o:herwise. Llis bouor the Seliciter General
bas assured us the Government tried and failed in all apdea-
vours of this kind, and nothing remained but to put the
troops in barracks agaiust the severity of the weather ; for if
they bud been left under canvas, [ must doubt,even with plenty
of fuel, if they would have escaped frost-bites and perbaps
scrious injury. As, I believe, our people have now come to
a right appreciation of their position, and the utter folly of
attempting to violate the wajesty of the law, it is likely the
1roops may be withdrawn, aud, if so, the buildings can be
appropriated to an cqually us:ful purpose; otherwise, I
would only object to the site upon whizh they are built as
being 200 near to the Town. all authorities of repute in these
matters agreeing that no Barracks should be nearer than one
or two m:les from the town or village. There are muny snd
weighty reasons for this which [ need not repeat. ~ Allusion
has been made to that ever wemorable Worrell Estate and
Rigged Regimeat. 1 am of opinion these subjects bad bet-
ter be forgotien. DMueh way be said on both sides; but I
would rather drop the cousideration of them.

Hou. Mr. HENSLEY. In the eatiments expressed by
the Resolation in amendment, submitted by the hoo. the
Jeader of the Opposition, he fully eoncurred. With that

| hon. member, he was fully eonvinced that all the distarb-

ances and infractions of law, which had proceeded from the
Tenant League movement, were justiy attributable to the
feebleness aud indecision of the Goveroment ; for, had they,
at the first, had recourse to judicious and energetic action
for the suppression of the movement, the country would
have experienced none of the evils which had sprung from
its progress, too long unchecked. 1f the Sher.ft had, at the

ficst, been duly supported, by the Government, io bis eo- |

deavours to fu fil his duty in the gerving of writs aud in the
levying of distraints. by a sufficient coustabulary force, the
Tenant Leagne would never have proceeded to those serious
and tumultuary infractiors of the law, of which they had so
unfortuvately been guilty ; and veitber, perhaps, wou'd they
have risen to that nuwerical strength to which they bad at-
taived. From his professional, as well ae kis legislative, po-
sition in the community, it became necessary for him, at
differeat times, to hold iatercourse, in both those eapacities,
with members of tbe Tenant League, aud others who were
dispused to join them. Ou such cecasions, he endeavoured
to aseertain, by closely questioning them, 60 what priuciples
they, themselves, woderstood the to be based, and

by what mode of actiou they boped to induce proprietors to |

|
|
|

accede to their proposals, They with whom he first comn-
versed upon the subject, told him, in substance, that the only
obstruction they iniended to put in the way of their laud.
lords, as respected any legal measures which might be hed
fecourse to for the purpose of compelling them to pay their

rents, was passive resistance to their demands, by allowing .

judgment 10 go against them ; and, "provided judgment should
be followed up by execution, by depending upon the sym-.
pathy of their neighbours and others ; which, they caleulated,
would restrain them from bidding for any property takes in
execution at the suit of their landlords; and, in that way,
by, time after time. defeaiing or disappointing the intentions
or expectatious of their landlords, they expected they would
be ab’e to weary them out of whatthey (the tenants) deemed
legal persecution, aud so make them glad to accede to the
terms of accommodation and purchase offered to them by
their tenantry. I reply, he explained to them, and eos
deavoured to make them comprehend, that even if they should
s0 saoceed in defeating the object of a sale of taken
in execution for vent, the loss would fall only on themselves.
A valuzble horse, for instane2, he said, might, in that way,
be kuocked down to the Sherff for £2; and although the
landlord would not be able to recover an account of reat dus
to him, the real value of the horse, yet the tenant, to whom
the horse had belonged, would be the real loser, aad have
the arrears of bis reat lessened only by the £2 or any other
trifling sum for which the borse wight be konocked dowa.
When simple und uninformed wen thus expressed to bim
their schewe of passive resistance to the law, and the bopes
which they eutertained that, by certain not clearly defined
means, the members of the League would have it in their .
power to defeat the object of distraiving for reat, he, st onee, .
endeavored to convince them of the folly and absurdity of
depeunding upon any scheme which might be concooted by the
leaders of the League, or any other parties, for the purpose
of defeating the law. The Jaw, be told them, would bave
its course ; and, whether they attempted to evade its opers,
ation by their passive resistance scheme, or by having recoarss
to a wuch more objectionable and dangerous mode of resist.
auce, that was by any threatening physical demonstration or
actual offensive opposition, endeavouring to preveat the
offisers of the law from either serving wriis or levying dis.
traints, they would draw dewa upon themselves vothing bus
loss, distress, and perhaps legal punishment to boot. L em-
phatically warned them against listening to, or giving heed
to, any parties who shouid recommend resistance to the law,
as a means whoreby they might obtain 8 redress of what
tiey cous.dered their grievances, or a release from the
burtheas of the leasehold tenure. He questioned much if
any other member of the hon. [louse had as much know-
ledge of the evils which numbers of the unfortunate mem
who bad become members of the Tenant League, bad brought
upon themselves. Instead of having been able. by its means,
to advauce their interests and improve their condition, as
they had wvainly hoped they should, their persistent con.
pection with it had broaght down upon them 2 much loss
and distress, that persevering industry sad ecovomy fop
many years to come —provided they were so wise as to place
their dependence upon those two bust friends of the poor
man—would, he feared, fuil to enable them to redeem what
they bad lost throngh the foolish course which they had pur-
sued. After bis return from England, in October, be ad-
dressed a letter on the subject to the tenantry on Lot 32,
The tenaniry on that Lot had applied to him, by letter,
when he was in Loodon, and in his reply, after apprisiog
them of the result of their appiication, through him, 10 their
Lindlord, be eautioned them against being led into any re-
gistonce to the luws, and advised them to scek redress for
any grievauces under which they believed themselves to be
laboaring, coly Uy eonstitutional means ; that was by petition.
ing the Legislature, or Her Majesty, the Queen. As re.
speeted the sendiag for the troops, he, speaking aod feeling
as a British suljeet, must say that be rejoiced they were
hese; aad he hoped they would be kept bere. He, how
ever, rogretted to say, be could not exonerate the Govern-

went from the charge preferied against them by the bon. -

the leader of *he Opposition, to the cffeot that their owa
dilitoriness, their own indecision, want of foresight, and
timely energy, bad led to the eivil disturbances ailuded to in
His Excellency’s Speeeh, and necessitated the cailing in of
the troops. The Government, indeed, suid they had done their
best for the suppression of the Tenant League movement,

belore they had recourse to the aid of the troops. Perbaps they
had; but if o, be was afraid that their best could only be rce
garded as a proof of their adwministrative incapacity to deal
with the emergence in which they were placed. The Govern.
ment ought to bave been alive (o the fact that a very dissatisfied
fecling pervaded the minds of a large portion of the Island

tenantry, and was openly manifested on many ocessiono,

Cognisant of all that, as most undoub’edly they were, it was

their duty to have placed resources suffi sieot at the cominand

of the Sheriff to enable him to employ & con:tabulary force

sirong enough to overawe the licagwe, aud compel submis-

sion to the law. No mode of proceeding which, to that end,

they could possibly have adopted, could have been more
absurd than their revival of the antiquated and barbaroas re

source of calling out the Posse Comitatus. Nothiog, indeed,
could have been more ridiculous than the appearange of the

Posse on their way to what was intended to be the scene of
their destined action—the seizingof one man who bad eseaped
from the grassp of the Deputy Sheriff, in open day in the
public streets of Charlcttetown. To sce the Posse, amouate
ing to one or two hundred men, floundering along the road,
some on foot, some on horseback, some in carrisges, but all
alike liable to have their progress arrested by the depth and
tenacity of the mud; many of those on foot sticking fast in
it; several of the horscmen thrown over the heads of their
horses, and many of the wagoners capsized, must really have.
buen a most ridiculous sight ; unl was, in fact, nothing buta
perfact burlesqae upon the ¢ivil and administrative authority
of the land. Many of the supporters of the Government
thought o at the time, and be believed they thought sostil.
As to the alleged attempt, said to have beeu made to rescue
the prisoner Dickieson from the custody of the coustables at
the time be was beinz conveyed fron jail for examination be.
fore the magistrates, or as he was being reconveyed back te
prison, he was not prepared to express any thing like a posi-
tive opiniou in concerning it ; for be was neither in Charlotte-
town, nor even in the [sland at the time. Lo his condem-
nation of the Government, however, on tbe score of a want of
promptitude and due evergy on tbeir part, at the commence-
ment ot the Tenaut League movemeut, he was far from wish-
ing it to be understood that he did not fully recognise the
neoessity which existe1 for calling iu military aid to enforee
a due observance of the law, at the time the Government
took that step. He was very far, indeed, from saying the
Government were to blame for having set for the Troops at
the time they did. What he blamed thew for was not their
having sent for the Troops ; but for their baving given rise to
the necessity for so doing by their own supineness at the first.
He would, therefore, support the amendment of the Eoa. the
Leader of the Opposition. As to the questions arising out

| of a eonsideration of the mode in which public moneys bad

been appropriated for the erection of the tew Barracks, sod
other matiers, connected therewith, he would say nothing
at that time ; but reserve whatever observations be mi
have to make with referance thereto, until such time ss the
subject should be more immediately before the Houss.

Mr. BRECKEN requested the Chairman to vesd the
amendment which was the subject of debate. The Chairman
baving complied with this regaest, the bon. and learsed
member (Mr. Brecken) spoke to the following effest :
regretted that he was not present whe the boa. the leader
of the Opposition commenced his speech io opposition to the
paragraph of the draft Address which was then under
sideration ; but he did not suppose that, through his
porary absence from his place, be bad lost an opportunity
hearing suything very movel or important from the lips
that hon. mewber ; but, judging from what be had
that spesch, ke thought be would not be very far astray
getting it Cown as a teeble attempt at resewing his auoual
onslaught on the Governmeut, wixiog up many
ments with matter entirely irrelevant,
leader of the Cpposition bad said that
which he had woved u:‘ .&M‘o&-&n&rm
censure upon a portion people o inssmuch
as the civmimrhmvuld uafortuaately taken place
in some of the Island, were maioly sttributable to the
deceptions which bed been
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