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PROSPECTS DIM FOR SETTLEMENT

First Trains Halt As
CPR Strike Imminent’

MONTREAL CP) — Canadian|day with CPR president N. R.|with mini inc ! to|ting rid of the firemen - helpers.
Pacific Railway cut back passen-|Crump and W. E. Gamble, chief 1Then they could use men in dif-
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ger service sharply Tuesday, pre-
paring for a system-wide strike
scheduled to begin this afternoon.
Prospects appeared dim for settle-
ment,

A spokesman estimated that
from 80 to 90 per cent of long-
haul trains across the 17,000-mile
line had received orders Tuesday
to end service at the end of their

ns,

The trans-continental trains, the
Canadian and the Dominion,
started their last pre-strike runs
Monday from east and west. They
were to lay up at intermediate
points before the strike deadline,
effective across the country at
4 p.m. local time unless there is
a break in the contract deadlock
between the CPR and its firemen’s

on,

At Ottawa, Labor Minister,
Gregg said there is no change in
the situation since Monday when
government - company - union
talks went on the rocks.

- He had talked by telephone Tues:

of the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Firemen, and Enginemen CLC),
and found their positions ‘‘com-
pletely unchanged.”

Mr. Gregg sald the government
—which had brought the disput-
ants together—glans no further ac-
tion now, but he was holding him-
self in readiness in case of devel-
opments,

The office of Prime Minister St.
Laurent said he does not plan to
return to Ottawa from his Quebec
residence until late today or early
Thursday.

An indication of uncertainty was
that he had taken the precaution
of switching to CNR from the or-
lginally—plam\ed CPR trip.

Mr. Gregg said there are no pre-
sent plans for summoning Parlia-
ment—for possible action regard-
ing the tie-up—before Jan. 8.

CPR MAKES PLANS

; At CPR headquarters here, offi-
‘cials were planning how the big
system could be brought to a halt
without damage to equipment and

s and shippers.
At the close of the Ottawa meet-
ings Monday both Mr, Crump and
Mr. Gamble said they were still

| “available,” but Mr. Gregg and

acting Prime Minister Howe con-
fessed they were unable to devise
an acceptable plan of agreement
for th disputants.

Actually, only about 3,000 em-
ployees—practically all firemen—
have been called out by the union
in protest against a pany plan

ferent categories at less wages.

“Before the conciliation board
they didn’t hide that they would
use other men to do the job. For
instance, brakemen would be used
on the road for the sort of “‘co-
pilot’ job of watching signals and
making observations.

“In the yard, switchmen would
be placed to %eep a lookout on
the left side—the side away from
the i e

to reduce the number of firemen
in its diesel locomotive operations
on freight and yard service.

A wage issue is at stake, but it
had receded into the background
as the railway and union battle
on the diesel issue.

JOBS TO DO

Mr. Gamble told a reporter
Tuesday: ‘“We who have worked
in, engine service know there is a
useful job for the fireman-helper
to do. If it is not done by him it
will be done by someone else.

“CPR is more interested in get-

ting rid of the union than in get-

COULD KEEP GOING
While officials on both sides pre-
pared for the strike, they stated

emphatically they hoped it would ¥

not occur,

Mr. Crump was quoted as say-
ing that if an agreement were
reached by noon today a stoppage
would be avoided. It would take
some hours to revise orders and
keep the system running.

Mr. Gamble also mentioned the
noon hour in a separate interview,
but I believe it would be done
stating .“it would be a squeeze
without too much confusion.”
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