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under
Australian rain-makers did

sults.

area infeautious in their forecasts, it is
known that some remarkable re-
sults have already been achieved.
These suggest—though they do not
yet prove—that

increased by artificial means by

Friday, June 21, 1957 The Guardian Page 1T .

Rain-Making Research Is
Stepped Up In Australia

SYDNEY (CP)—Australia has

embarked on a major research|
program designed to unlock one
of the great secrets of nature—
the making of rain.

Details have just been released

of plans to step up the rainmak-
ing work which the Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial Research

stages.

‘Australia claims to lead all other |

suitable conditions —
this

There is much more thaa scien- |

tifie éuriosity in this n2w Austral- | cloud around

for agriculture.

Although the rain-makers are

rainfall may be

up
The CSIRO

|

the last 10 years. The cost will be '

to 20 per

then.

1. Nothing can be done until na-
ely-different types of country, and |ture first provides a cloud. High
to examine costs as against re- | cumulus clouds give the best re-
 sults.
2. Rain forms naturally in the
“freezing nuclei’—
ian effort. Australia is the driest | tiny particles of foreign matter.
of all the continents—so dry that|Not much is known about these
only 11 per cent of its 11ad area of | “freezing nuclei,”

showers

3. Silver iodide crystals form
the most useful artificial ‘““freez-
ing nuclei.” However, they must
be diffused in exactly the right
places and at the right time. Ex-
periemnts
burned at ground level proved it
did not reach the high altitudes
required, and Australian work now
relies exclusively on
clouds from aircraft.

with  silver

cent,
made the first artifi-
cial rain in history in February,
1947, when a Liberator bomber
poured 200 pounds of dry ice
(frozen carbon dioxide gas) from
sugar bags and set off a thunder-
storm.
Considerable progress has beem
Organization has carried on for |made since
The rain-makers still get their
about $200,000 a year, in the initial ;best results by ‘“‘seeding” clouds
from the air, but instead of dry
ice they use silver iodide crystals.
nations in this field. The present| The silver iodide is diffused from
object is not merely to make rain [a small burner set below the air-
the | craft wing.
The scientists have formed these
first 10 years ago—but to alter the | conclusions:
weather over a year in three wid- |

but probably
3,000,000 square miles is suitabie | many of them are provided by
of meteors which
In normal times coasiderably |bombarded the earth from outér
more than half the continent gets |space
less than 10 inches of #3in a vear.
Now, after 10 good seasons, the
country is again facing the thieat
of a major drought.

iodide

“‘seeding"

-..0."
va'e .o
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