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1By Thornton W. Burgess!

OID MAN COYOTE IS SURE

Of nothing be too sure lest you
Your overconfidence may rue.
~—O0ld Man_Coyote.

Oid Man Coyote was hungry for
& Beaver dinner. It was a long
long time since he had had one.
Other dinners of many kinds he
pad had, for he is a good hunter.
Also, he is not fussy about what
he eats, But it was so long since
ne had had a dinner of Beaver
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it tasted.

Now of all the people in the
Green Forest, none is smarter in
certain- ways than is Old Man
Coyote. Like Reddy Fox he knows
his neighbors and all about them,
and just what they are likely to
do and not to do. This is because
he has made it his business to
know all about his neighbors and
how they live. For a Jong time he
had been watching Paddy the Bea-
ver and Mrs. Paddy and their two
voung Beavers at their pond deep
in the Green Forest, He had been
very crafty about it. He had taken
the greatest care to keep out of
<izht of them. Not once did he
show  himsell on the shore of
Paddy's pond. He wanted them to
him altogether, to forget
that there was any such person
as Old Man Coyote. Night after
n:zht, keeping out of theirsight he
watched them at work until he
could almast guess what each one
would do next.

“I can't catch one in the water,
g0 it is useless for me to try,”

zaid he to himself. “I must get
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! he might not.
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“I can't catch one in the water,
50 it is useless for me to try,” said
he to himself.

one far enough away from the
water for me to catch him or her
on land. They are so anxjious to
get their food trees cut and into
the water before it is covered
with ice that they are likely not
to be as watchful as at other
times. All T have to do is wait
until they have cut all the food
trees near the water and must go
farther back, away from the wa-
ter, to get more.”

So Old Man Coyote spent a long
time each night hidden where
the Beaver folk could not see him
but he could watch them. He
saw them cut tree after tree and
then trim them and cut them up
into short pieces. As fast as they
did this they swam outl to their
food pile in deep water and added
them to it. Several times Old
Man Coyote was tempted. He
was very much tempted. He was
sure if he was quick, and no one
can be much quicker than Old
Man Coyote, he could pounce
on one of those Beavers before
the latter could get to the water
But Old Man Coyote has learned
how foolish it is to yield to temp-
tation. He might catch one, but
The thing to do
was to wait, for as surely as the
twinkling stars looked down on
the Green Forest each night, just
so surely those Beavers could be
obliged to go farther from the wa-
ter.

So after many nights of watch-
ing and waiting the thing happen-
ed that he had hoped would hap-
pen. Paddy the Beaver went to a
big aspen tree some distance from
the water and began the work
of cutting it down. It was much
the biggest tree of its kind any-
where near the pond. It would
take & lot of work just to cut it
down, to say nothing of the work
and time it would take to cut off
all the branches and then to cut
the trunk up into short pieces.

“I'Il just keep away for a few
nights and hunt somewhere else,”
thought Old Man Coyote. “Paddy
will get so used to not being
frightened that he'll forget that he
is in any more danger there than
he was closer to the water.”

So Old Man Coyote kept away
from the little pond deep in the
Green Forest and for a couple of
nights went hunting somewhere
else. That tree was so big he was
sure it would take Paddy several
nights just to cut it down. When
he did return to his hiding place
the big tree had not yet fallen.
Paddy was at work biting out big
chips, He was sitting up at the
foot of the tree braced by :his
big flat tail. Only one of Paddy's
family was to bhe seen, a young
Beaver coming up from the water
to join his father. Old man Coyote
grinned. He would wait just a few
minutes. That young  Beaver
wasn't even looking around. “He
is a8 good as mine right this min-
ute,” thought Old Man Coyote,
and grinned again.

SQUEAL FACTORY
.TISDALE, Sask. — (CP) — A
Co-operative pig hatchery has been
started here. For the initial breed-
ing atock 48 Yorkshire sows and

gilts were purchased.

Contract Bridge
By Josephine Culbertson
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CONFIDENCE 1N PARTNER

There are many hands in which
the one ingredient of success is
complete confidence in partner's
bidding. North was put to the
test in the following deal — and
failed.

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable,
&A9652

‘The bidding:
North West
14 Pass
Pass

5& Pass

i

West opened a spade, and
though South made a mighty ef-
fort for his contract, he could not
avoid the loss of two diamond
tricks.

To players who take a certain
view of redoubles, it will seem
that this result wps at least as
much South’s fault as North's but
unbiased analysis reveals that this
was not 8o, The fact is that East's
double of one club (which was a
questionable, though lucky, act-
ion) put South, with his freak
holding, in a great dilemma. If he
bid two, three or four hearts dir-

ectly over this double, he would
virtually be abandoning  his
chance for a slam, since North

certainly would not read the bid
as indicating a hand as strong as
South held. Thus, while it is not
“comfortable” .to redouble with
only & singleton of partner’s suit,
South's decision to make that call
cannot be censured, because it
was the best way to ask North to
step aside and let South take
charge of the future bidding.

It was this message that North
ignored. When South jumped over
East's one-spade bid to four
hearts, he was making the clearest
sort of announcement that he did
not require any heart Support,
and North should therefore have
passed, despite the extreme length
of his club suit. If South had had
club support, he would have gone
more slowly in the auction.

DANGEROUS TURN

MONTREAL .— (CP) — Citizens
of Vaudreuil-Soulanges have im-
pressed on representatives of the
Federal Transport Department the
need for reconstructing the dan-
gerous St. Ereol Road approach
to the Soulanges canal. The inter-
section with the main  highway,
only 30 feet from the canal, has
been the scene of 11 drownings
since 1933. ‘

AIDS WORKERS

DEVON, Alta, — (CP) . Regu-
lar instructions in first-aid meth-
ods are being given workers in the
Devon Oil Field, scene of severai
accidents in recent weeks.
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BASH IN HIM PRETTY HEAD,
AND DRAG HIM TO MY CAVE
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SEIZE THE MAN

WHO FIRED THAT
SHOT/

By Alex Ravmond
NO, MADEMOI SELLE...I SUSPE
THE BULLET WAS INTENDED FOR
)Ju! PERHAPS THE TIME HAS
COME TO TELL YOU THR TRUE
REASON WHY YOU ARE IN THE
KINGDOM OF KAZAR !
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WELL, EVEN IF GRAN'MA 1S
RIGHT AN’ NEITHER ONE OF 1
YOU IS VERY BRIGHT,
YOU'D BETTER BE
AWFUL GOOD, OR-

BRINGING UP

OR YOU WON'T GET ANY-
nouﬁe FOR CHRISTMAS NO
ICE CREAM OR CANDY, OR
CATNIP--OR:-
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[Come on! HOW CAN YOU WRITE

ABOUT WAVING FUN |F YOU'VE
NEVER KNOWN WH/
FUN 1S LIKE?

By Harry Hoeaigsen
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THAT SNOB, GLORIA, JUST GOT

ANOTHER NEW FUR COAT, PENNY,

©AYING_THAT 1 LOST A L—
DIAMOND AND PLATINUM
SRACELET,



