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Hastings d to the Pasadena

The Birthday Murder|

By Lange Lewis
CHAPTER TWVENTY-ONE

Part One

Molia's head, Wwith ils aureole
) amber halr tilted back on the
ong throat. She rosted - the crown
against the back of the chair and
aniled a litfle. “Mz. Lester's try-
ing,” she said, “to give you the
jmpression that I'm a Ilowery and
sens.tive little thing. I'm not. I
rnow that Mr. Hiwe's death  did
out of the bigzest chance I've

me %t in this tovn. But I liked
Mr. Hime. So now his death con-
cerns me more than its effect on
me. ter, 1 suppose, I get
around 1o fecling bad about the

part 1 might have had.”

wSee what I mean?” asked Mr.
Lester of ‘Tuck. “Artists, I've
known hundreds of 'em. All the
same. You take the conmon run
of women, and they’ll think of
themselves first every time. But
an artist is different. - She gets a
different angle on the situation.
she'll always surprise you with a
different angle.” Ha finished, tri-
umphantly: “That's an artist for

you.”

Shut up, Louis, and let M
Tuck talk,” said Moira, calmly.
Beginning  with a statement

which always sounded very fool-
ish to him, but which invariably
scemed to satisty the person to
«hom he made 1t, Tuck said:
wpirst tell me a little ahout your-
wlf. I always like ‘o know some-
thing about the background of a
witniess.”

This time it didn't work.

Moira Hastings’ eyes widened.

«gut I'm not a witness to any-
thing,” she said.
Tuck nodded. “Correct. I used
the word loosely.”"
Once this matter was disposed

of, the universal desire of all peo-
de to talk  about themselves

Community Playhouse, where she
worked up to leads from bit parts
and painting scencry. Then she
was discovered by a talent scout,
was.glven a small part in a picture
and a short-term = contract. “He
was one of the kindest men I have
ever known But her option was
dropped in six months. At that,
timé she became affillated with
Louis Lester, who got her a num-
ber of parts, finally ier
with her present studio, Through
him she met Mr. Hime at the stu-
dio commissary. She had = known
him about five months at the
time of his death. He was one of
the kindest men she had ever
known. 0

“During that ten minutes or so
you gpent talking to Mr. Hime on
the evening of his death, did you
notice anything unusual about
him? Did he say or do anything
out of the ordinary?”

“No. He was a little edgy;. I
knew that was because he was not
yet absolutely certain that: Mr.
Leighman would give h!m the op-
portunity he wanted. To do ‘Ina,’
I mean. T was sure of it, and told
him so. But you know how it s
with some people: when, they
want something very much they're
absolutely certaln that they are
not going to get it. It’s a form of
knocking on wood. ‘Then they
have all the fun of being excited
and surprised when it happens. I
think that’s what Albert was do-
ing.”

“Albert,” put in Mr Lester
quickly, “was the only producer
for the job.”

1t did not escape Tuck that he
had sought to cover Miss Hastings
use of the dead man's first name
with the same familiarity on his
part. 0
“What exactly did talk
about.”

“The plcture. That's all we ever
talked about, ever since he first
learned he might do it and start-
ed to consider mc for the part.

“This may seem rude. How did
he come to consider you in the
first place? I mean you're Very
young. His wife seems so certain
that an older and more experienc-

you

launched Molra Hastings into a
thort biography. He lcarned that
she had been born in Los Angeles
in 1920, that her father was a lo-
ca] hardware dealer, that her
mother had Insisted on dancing
lessons for her from the age of
four. She starred in the high
school senior play, went for a year
i0 junior college ~nd majored in
dramatics. The woman dramatic
coach had taken a violent gislike
to her, and so gave all the leads
to a girl of inferior talent. Moira

quality
with
economy

|to his approval
i she

ed actress should do it.”

“My. Hime saw me do the wife
in ‘The Animal Kingiom' at the
Playhouse four ycars ago. of
course he didn’t know it was me,
then, but he remembered how
good I'd been, He was convinced
that as a girl of 21 I could play a
woman of 35, and do it well, I
could play Ina.”

“And she could, too,” sald Louls
Lester.

“So you discussed the new pic-
ture at the cafe.” Tuck leaned for-
ward. “Why,” he asked, “did you
tear up all those paper doilies?”

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO
\ Part Two

Moira Hastings' head drew back
a little on her long throat.
stared for a monient at Tuck as
though she disliked  him - very

tear things up. It's onc of my lit-
tle habits, isn't it, Louis?”

ed Lester, looking full at Tuck and
nodding his head emphatically.

“And now about Mus.
“Did you notice anything unus-
ual in her behaviour when you
had tea with 'her on Thursday
afternoon?”

“I had never mot Mrs, Hime be-
fore, so T couldn't really say,”
sald Moira Hastings carefully.
“The first thing she sald when she
met me at the door was ‘But you
are terribly pretty, my dear’

“What I really went up there to
see her about was the part. Mr.
Hime had told me quite frankly
that she was against my getting
it. I got thinking, and dncided that
after all she'd probably only seen
me as that gushy schoolgirl Clar-
issa. T felt, in my innocence, that
it T did a scene from ‘Ina’ and
showed her I could handle some-
thing more mature, she'd withe
draw her objections. I realized
that she had gcreat influence on
her husband, of course” Her
voice became hard. “But it didn't
work out qulte that way"

There was calm authority in her
tone when she sald, after a brief
pause: “It didn't take me long to
/| realize that Mrs, Hime was hid-

eously jealous of me.”

Lous Lester said, quickly and
brightly: “Oh, come now, . Molira.
Those are hard wcrds. I am sure
Mr. Tuck won't . . .”

«She was jealous of me” sald
Moira Hastings, Implacably. Tuck
‘| remembered the 'name ~of  the

jewel of which her eyes had re-

minded him. Aquamarine,
Her voice became more casual,

«1 don't think Mrs. Hime actually
realized this. She thought that
what she called my inexperience
was her real reagon for being
against me.” She brooded on this
for s moment, and then sat up in
her chalr. Leaning forward to-
ward Tuck, her small hands grip-
ping the arms of the chair, she
sald: “I've read teveral of Mrs.
Hime's storfes, in additlon to ‘Ina
Hart’ and I've noticed & funny
thing. A very funay th'ng.” She
Jowered her voice so that it was
only s whisper. “She hates beau-
tiful womeén, In all her stories it
i{s the pretty women who have
the black .hearts. In back of their
faces there is always something
twisted, and dangerous. - Some-
thing :rong."

r's volce was loud,
bright and angry. “Moira  took
gome freshman psychology once,
and she never got vver it,” he sald.

Moirs Hastings' head turned to-
agent in & snakelike
movement, smooth and deadly.
Her lips closed thin over what she
wanted to say to him.

Tuck stood up. Lester stood up.
Slowly, Moira Hastings stood up.
She spread her fine lim hands
out helplessly at either side of the
enderly curved hips in the slim
black trousers, Her eyes,looked up
at Tuck. She wes glving hersell
for #n Instant,

Annual Meeting
Stanhope W.I.

+ The

contract | ing by having the Ode sung, fol-

She ) -
.| much. Then she smiled, “I always
“One of her little habits, repeat-

Hime,”

the
was

annual meeting of
Stanhope Women’s Institute
held at the home of Mrs.

Douglas, on November 6th.
The president opened the meet-

lowed by the “Collect” repeated
in unison. Roll call“was answered
by 19 members paying their fces,
and there was one visitor present.
The minutes of the last annual
and regular meetings were ap-
proved, read and signed.

The president thanked all the
members for their help during the
year, and the treasurer gave the
financial statement, which showed
a balance of $34.94.

The sick 'committee reported on
calls made, and the school com-
mitiee reported the need of paper
towels, which are to be purchas-
ed. New committees were ap-
pointed as follows: Mrs. Malcolm
MacLaughlin and Mrs. Pat Hor-
gan; school, Mrs. Harry Lawson.

Correspondence was read and
discussed, and it was decided to
appoint lunch committees for each
meeting in the future. Mrs. Ray
Carr and Mrs, Bruce Ellis were
apppinted for the December meet-
ingl Mrs. Ray Carr then invited
members to her home to finish
the quilt qn Monday, Nov. 12th.

‘The

Keith |

Pisquid West W..
Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of Pisquid
West Women's Institute was held
at the home of Mrs. John Ostridge
with an attendance of nine mem-
bers and two visitors.

The president was in the chair
and the meeting opened with the
singing of the Institute Ode and
repeating Creed in unison.

Roll call was answered by each
member paying membership fees.
Minutes of last annual and regu-
lar meeting were read and ap-
proved, and reports of the differ-
ent 'committees were heard and
new ones appointed.

The secretary's repogt- on the
year’s work included: nations to
T.B. League, Red Cross, Salvation
Army, .Cancer Campaign, and gifts
for children at Christmas.

Receipts for the year, $395.20;

President: Mrs. Bruce Ellis,

Vicd-Pres, Mrs. Joseph Robin-
son Jr.

Secretary: Mrs. John Misener.

Treasurer: Mrs. Harry Lawson.

Directors: Mrs, Herbert Keilly,

Mrs. Thomas McCabe, and Mrs.

Mervyn Robinson.

Auditors: Mrs. Malcolm Mac-
Laughlin-. and Mrs. Harry Mac-
Laughlin.

Christmas cards were then dis-
tributed and an amount of $12.83
was added to the funds.

following officers were
then elected for the coming year:
after him. Tuck stcod outside

Moira Hastings’ anartment, listen-
ing. He could Jjust hear Lester
say: “For Pete's sake, Moira!
Keep out of this! It'll ruin you! I
already told you that!”

There was a silence. Then Moira
Hastings spoke in a choked voice.
“She killed him, Loals, I know it.
I know it.”

To be ‘e¢ontinued

Mrs. Herbert Keilly kindly in-
vited the members for the De-
cember meeting, with roll call to
be answered by an exchange of
Christmas gifts, to the value of
50 cents. 0

The singing of the National An-
them brought the meeting to a
close, and a social hour was en-
\ joyed.

expenses, $346.73; balance on hand |State of Maine. Mr., Lavandier
$4847. will visit for a few days with his 8 aiice)

Elettion of officers resulted as |parents, Mr. and Mrs. Herman| A ridge 8000 miles long, rising
follows: President, Mrs. Kenneth Lavandier before returning by|in points 10,000 feet from
Jay; vice-president, Mrs. John D.|car to the U. S. A. ocean floor, separates two main

McDonald; secretary,

John Ostridge and Mrs. D, Birt.

It was decided the next meeting
would be held at.the home of Mrs.
call
will be answered by an exchange
Program com-
riittee for the next meeting, Mrs.
Kennth Jay and Mrs. Alvin Burke;
J. Hughes

Alvin Burke, wien the roll

of Christmas gifts.

sick committee, Mrs.
and Mrs. John Jay.

A contest was put on by Mrs. G.
Hendricken and won by Mrs. Ken-
neth Jay, and a delicious lunch
was then served by the hostess,

assisted by Mrs. Charles Hughes.

Georgetown

and Vicinity

Mr. Leslie Hunter of Bridge
town and Mr. and Mrs.
Campbell of Poplar Point

tended the Remembrance

at:

Miss Eileen Helen MacConnell

student nurse at the Prince Ed-

ward Island Hospital, was a|-%
weekend guest of her parents, will be her guest.
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. B. MacConnell.

Miss Phyllis White and her A 1
mother, Mrs. William White, mo-|Captain and Mrs. Nelson Dicks
tored from Borden during the |last week. Harold is a member

weekend and were guests of re
latives in Georgetown.

_.*Miss Louise Murphy of De
Blois Bros.,, Charlottetown spen

the Remembrance Day weekend
as the guest of her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. William Murphy, Rich-

mond Street.

Mr. Amos Lavandier arrived i
Georgetown last week from th

Mrs. James
Hughes; auditors, Mrs, Ivan Smith
and Mrs. A. Burke; directors, Mrs.

Joseph

Day
ceremonies on Sunday, Nov. 11th.

n

Mr. Albert  Landry and Mr.
Tommy Huestis of Summesside
motored to Georgetown last
week, where they visited ~Mr.

Landry's parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Stephen Landry.

The Georgetown School child-

SUBMARINE SHELL

troughs in the Atlantic.
LARGEST BASIN

The - Amazon River system
South America drains a basin of
2,053,000 square miles, four times
'as large as the St. Lawrence.

the

KING COLE

COFFEE

First in Flavouwr

in

ren travelled by trucks to the
city on Friday, Nov. 9th, to see
Princess Elizabeth and Prince
Philip. The children were under
‘|the care and supervision of sev-
eral of the " teachers.

Mr. and Mrs, James H. Skinner
of Bridgetown attended the Re-
membrance Day ceremonies in
Georgetown on Sunday, Nov.
11th. Mr. Skinner has not missed
a Remembrance Day ceremony
since the .close of the 1914-18
war.

C

Mrs. Gerald Butler and two
children, who have been visiting
in Georgetown as the guests of
Mrs. Butler's parents, Mr. and
Mrs. H. P. George, Sr., left last
week to return to their home in
Saint John, N. B. Mrs. H. P.
George, Sr. travelled withe Mrs.
Butler to Saint John, where she

Ordinary Seaman Harold Dicks
paid a day's visit to his parents,

of the crew of the light cruiser,
H. M. C. S. Ontario, which took
their Royal Highnesses to Sydney
_|from Charlottetown. Harold was
t|a member of the ship’s Royal
Guard of Honor.

—AC.
COMPLETED WORK
Christopher Columbus made four
voyage to America before reach-|}
e|ing the Isthmus of Panama in
1504,

® THERMOGENE Medicated Wool
applied at the first sign of a chill pro-
yxdes soothing, penetrating heat
instantly. So clean and easy to use.

.Help prevent colds—relief from the
misery and pain of sore throat, bron-
chitis, neuralgia, lumbago, sciatica and
minor .rheumatic pains. Countless
Canadians say that THERMOGENE
Medicated Wool is truly “The Warmth
that Soothes.”

Inhale THERMOGENE Medicated
Ru}), a companion product, to
quickly relieve head colds.
today at your druggist.

' THERMOGENE

MEDICATED WOOL

USE THERMOGENE MEDICATED WOOL
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, PHILCO ‘142"~Beautiful
'3';:“ - gmr&deg&n in the

HILC

MUSIC LOVERS ... RECORD

v
Id

d Better
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ny Reco

v

Zall on your nearest
Philco dealer and hear your records
* roproduced on the mew 1952 Philco
with the most life-like: fidelity ever
achieved. Take your own s
with you. No obligation.

\
\

Super-

< COMBINATION NOW . . .
PHILCO 742’ — Everythin

play all records automatically !
signed for high power output,
reception. Gorgeous Hepplewhi

crotchinlays s eeseeovense

PHILCO ‘104’ — DeLuxe table radi i
tubes, tuned R.F, stage and 3 -n: tr;nnfen:'r":ng
Tube-Saver Resistor that gruﬁ

Gives .cleat sharp station scparation, even i

v, Built-in

'“lu'
Rich 79,95

<
dial. In

i

Branches  in: M

¢ in
Ivory or Tuscan Gold plastic.

75.9

COMMERCIAL
Head Office

HEAR, COMPARE THIS 1952 PHILCO

you need for fullest en.
joyment of records . . . Standard and Short Wave radio,
in a masterpiece of tone and performance. Features new
simplified 3-speed record changer . .. even a child can
arge P.M. s

with front panels composed of swirly €

y. extends tube life.

radiant tuning

oncton, Halifax, New

‘ Dt”"'lsm ‘
4

Finest Enjoyment
ever offered from Radio or
Records at the Price

PHILCO ‘731’ — Amazing 3-
speed comhination value that
could come only from Philco:
Here is the latest jn simplified
record changers plus the ex-
clusive Philco Super-Tone Re-
producer and a new, powerful
3.gang radio circuit, For a new
listening thrill try your
favorite records now on the
Philco*731’.The cabinet has
superb modern styling and
comes in Mahogany or

Walnut. In 7'$339.50

Wilaut « o« .«

€ aker de.
gives rich, life-like
te Mahogany cabinet

$419.50

PHILCO "85’ ~Flnest design in clock tadios:
Allows you to go to sleep to music . : . wake up to
music . .. OF pre-set to turn on favourite programs
anytime. Dependable electric ciock nitas radio on
and off automatically | Powerful radio. Askfor a
demonstration today. Ivory or Brown, *

59.95

n

plastic cabinet. InBrown «i.oviaeal

EQUIPMENT LIMITED
-— ST. JO'III. No .n

Glasgow, Truro, Sydney.

TES ALL
LECTORS

A CANADA'S G“I.I:TEST VALUE

3-SPEED COMBINATION

PHII.CQ *740’ — Never before such exquisite
beauty in a‘compact console. Plays all records,
all 3 speeds, automatically, with finest tone
ever achieved, Even old, worn records have
amazing clarity and tonal quality. Cabinet has
egc{osed f1-%2:,0 d s(oraie ;pncc and comes in
choice o alnut or Mahogany.
$229.50

InWalnut e eseovsescscccce

OLD RADIO NOW
ON A NEW

PHILCO 81’ — Canada's greatest tahle
radio value ! Amazing petformer, yet of fine
comg‘qt dtu.jxn. Attractive, modern cabinet

in choice of many color shades.
In brown plastic, only e e 34 ‘s
L}




