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Silver Fox And
Mink Farming

Some thirty or forty years ago
chinchilla was one of the high-
priced pelts marketed on the Lon-
don auctions. They were scarce
and were obtained fromy the Peru-
vian des mountains. The ani-
mals frequented the deep forests
there. They were difficult to trap
and often the pelts were damaged
but a good speciman with its soft

most of whom had tied

of the item.

did not spread to the buyers, who
displayed extreme selectivity and
bid briskly only for top. quality
merchandise. The bulk of the buy-
ing came from prestige houses in
the manufacturing and retail field,
in pre-
viously in the advance promotion

bluish fur was greatly admired by
persons who knew a quality arti-
cle. On our first visit to the Hud-
son’s Bay Company, London, Eng-
land, with W. Chester S. McLure,
we were shown their collection of
chinchilla. The manager stated
that the pelts had become scarcer
through the years and the quality
was not as good.
. .« *

As the years went by chinchilla
seemed to fade out of the picture
on the auctions but we learned
Jhat a Major Hannington, who had
vstablished a fox farm in Scotland,
was also endeavoring to procure
live chinchillas and farm them
either in the United States or in
the Old Country. Just who brought
out the first specimens we cannot
definitely say, but we believe they
were domiciled in California. That
must have been some 15 years ago
and since then chinchilla breeding
stock has been sold throughout the
United States and various parts of
Canada, In fact some pairs have
vecently been purchased in this
province. There have been many
statements made about the value
of the pelts and certainly the ad-
vertising and all the particulars
nbout them sounded extremely
yood. Now we are able to give to
our readers the story of how a
large number of chinchilla pelts
sent In by the top breeders have
fared when placed on the auction
block, which is the ultimate test
of any fur. The story below is
taken from an authentic source,
Women's Wear Daily, New York . .

. . .

Sam Gottesfeldt reporting this
sale states: The fur trade showed
interest in better quality chinchilla
pelts but turned up its nose at
lssser quality merchandise as Em-
vress chinchilla made its debut at
the New Yark Auction Company
nere. Buyers generally drew the
line between wanted and unwanted
merchandise at about the $40
mark. About 12 per cent (about
1200) of the 10,600 Empress pelts
brought $40 or more and well over
half of these were knocked down
at about $45 to $50. Interest in
v:lts under the $40 level was gen-
erally very dull. These pelts, which
the sales room characterized as
costy, off-color or damaged, were
mostly bought or officially with-
drawn,
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The collection averaged $36.77,
according to spokesmen for Farm-
ers Chinchilla Co-operative of
America which marketed the pelts.
The auction house reported that
50 per cent of the cash value of
the pelts offered were sold. This
figure did not include the skins
officially withdrawn but did in-
clude the buy-backs and their valu-
ations. The first lot offered brought
the top price of $175, going to
Ritter Bros., manufacturers. The
second lot brought $100. Only two
other lots brought $100 or more
and three at $75 to $100. A total
of 19 lots ranged between $50 and
$75. Russoks were reported to be
the biggest buyer at the sale.
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When it became apparents in
mid-afternoon that the poorer
pelts were attracting little or no
interest some 209 lots were offici-
ally withdrawn. There were 530
Jots in the original collection.
When the auction began at 2 p.m.
the sales room was jammed to
capacity plus a good overflow of
standees -along the rear and side
walls, The advance publicity was
probably the greatest in the recent
history of the fur industry. The

Stanley Pangborn, president of
the Chinchilla Association, said at
the close of the auction: “We
should have established higher
quality standards for Empress
chinchilla. It was difficult to set
such standards before the auction.
Now we know our standards are
going to have to be a lot higher.”
He estimated that less than 30 per
cent of the offering could be con-
sidered good quality in the light
of the trade's reception to the auc-
tion. He volced satisfaction, how-
ever, with the average price re-
ceived. At least three times during
the sale limits were adjusted down-
ward. By page 17 of the catalogue
the auctioneer started calling bun-
dles at $10, and some of these lots
were bought back at $11.
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By 3 p.m., after the choice mer-
chandise had gone on the block,
the salesroom began thinning out.
Bids were few and far between,
and soon the chinchilla breeders
observing the sale far outnumbered
the potential buyers. After 4 pm,
the sale ended abruptly as the
final pages were withdrawn. One
section of seats was entirely filled
by chinchilla breeders. Many of
them, particularly those who had
paid high prices for breeding stock
and are raising a few animals in
their backyards, were doomed to
disappointment. In addition, the
market for breeder animals has
suffered a tremendous blow, ac-
cording to trade sources. Neverthe-
less the association spokesmen now
feel that the chinchilla pelting in-
dustry can grow and prosper com-
mercially on the basis of the over
$36 average attained at the sale.
Commenting on the auction, one
commercial breeder said: “I've
seen a lot of chinchillas I wouldn't
spend $15 for. I guess the furriers
are smarter than the breeders.” At
any rate, Mr. Pangborn said, the
auction establishes the price of
Empress chinchilla, which was one
of its major purposes. He indicated
that the job ahead was malnly
one of herd improvement.

- . -

Discussing the above sale in an-
other issue of Women's Wear Daily
Sam Gottesfeldt has the following:
Trade sources could not agree yes-
terday whether; Monday’'s Empress
chinchilla auction was a Ssuccess
or a flop, but they did agree breed-
ers have a big job ahead to ime
prove the quality and color of
pelts . . . Harold Russek, executive
vice-president of Russeks Fifth
Avenue, commented: “The {act
that we were as large.a buyer as
we were, indicates our enthusiasm
for chinchilla. The average price
was lower than we had expected,
which is very good. It doesn’'t make
the article prohibitive in price, and
gives us a better chance of selling
it. The price will help make chin-
chilla. He felt that chinchilla will
create prestige and excitement for
the entire fur industry and stated
that Russeks will launch produc-
tion of Empress chinchilla gar-
ments and trimmings next week
and it is possible they might cre-
ate a chinchilla coat as well as
small pieces.
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- By J. A. Clark, D.Se.

When we speak of good use be-
ing made of our land, we think
not only of the profitable use of
the land, but that the land should
increase in fertility and improve
in soll texture, There are soil de-
pleting crops, that are generally
grown in rotation, so that frequent-
ly the depreciation in fertility and
in the water holding ocapacity of
the soll is not noticed. Potatoes,
coarse grains, wheat, corn and
roots are soil depleting crops. Our
best soil conservation crops are:
Hay that has an abundance of
clover present and pastures.

When pastures and hay crops are
well fertilised and properly man-
aged, the soil continues to improve
in fertility and in soll structure.
Our clovers, through the presence
of certain bacteria on their roots,
gather nitrogen from the air, and
provide a supply of this valuable
plant food for grasses and -other
plants that follow in the rotation.
This season has been favourable
for our pastures, and the yleld of
green matter, (grass and clover)
has been phenomenal, however,
over the years comparatively light
applications of lime and phos-
phorus have worked wonders un-
der good grazing management, that
is, sufficlent stock should be placed
on the pasture to take care of the
lush June growth. When this is not
possible, the pasture should be clip-
ped before the grasses head out.
Over grazing shor'd also be avoid-
ed, and the grasses and clovers
should be permitted to make a
good autumn growth before winter.

Semi-permanent pastures have
been established on the Illustration
Stations on Prince Edward Island.
We have taken a hasty look over
those at Alliston, Monticello and
Long River. The first two are on
light soils, and it took a number of
years to develop a good sod. The
one at Long River was a good, av-
erage soil that had been eroded, as
the field has such a steep slope that
the owner at one time considered
returning it to forest conditions.
When the pasture work was start-
ed there, the area had a fair stand
of bent and other natural grasses,
with a little clover. The splendid
stand of pasture grasses on all
these station areas is such that we
do not expect that they will need
reseeding for many years. Some
would call them permanent pas-
tures.

In 1933, the Long River pasture
received 150 pounds of Sulphate of
Ammonia, 350 pounds of Superphos-
phate and 100 pounds of Muriate
of Potash per acre. During the
next two years, this application
was cut in half, but the same
amount of fertilizer was used in
1936 as in 1933. The fertilizer was
again reduced by one-half in 1987.
During those years the carrying
capacity per acre for the grazing
season was used as a comparison
between the fertilized areas and the

of buyers who wanted to make

garments for ‘‘prestige” purposes.

“I would like to see a lot more top

quality skins,” he added. “The

next couple of sales will be a truer

test of the real value of chinchilla.”
« .o

Leo Ritter, president of Ritter
Bros., manufacturer, sald he felt
there was & good market for high
quality chinchilla as an item of
evening wear. However, he stated,
the sale provided a clear indica-
tion that the buyers would have
to be “more concerned with qualit;
than with quantity in the i di

» PASTURE FERTILIZATION AND MANAGEMENT

check areas. The results showed that
the use of fertiliser more than
doubled the amount of forage each
year, except for 1935, and that year
it gave an increase of 66 per cent.

From 1038 - 1941, three different
fertilizer treatments ~ were given,
the basic fertiliser being at the
rate of 400 pounds of 0-168 per
acre, to this 100 pounds of Nitrate
of Soda or Sulphate of Ammonia
were added each Spring, When com-
pared with the checks, the amount
of forage more than doubled in
1938, while in 1939 it was more than
four times as great. The area con-
tinued to increase in production
from year to year, so that the
1941 yields were more than ' three
times as great as the 1939. Even
the average check yields had . in-
creased over six times their pro-
duction from 1.04 tons to 6.3 tons
per acre of green forage in 1041,
The yleld on Plot C that year was
15.8 tons per acre. Satisfactory re-
turns were secured from the fer-
tilized pasture plots in 1042 and
1943, even when the checks were
too short to cut, in 19432. 0

More elaborate fertiliser experi-
ments were carried on from 1944
to 1953. Annual applications of
fertilizer were made tp certain
plots, while others received fertil-
izer applications only at three-year
intervals. One remarkable thing
about this work was -that the
checks, without fertilizer, increased
in tons of green matter per acre,
from 631 tons to an average of
12.74 tons per acre. An annual ap-
plication of 761 pounds of a mix-
ed fertilizer increased yields from
17.33 tons in 1945, which was the
outstanding production that year
among the seven test plots, to
38.97 tons of green forage per acre
in 1953. The average production of
this whole area for nine years was
23.72 tons per acre.

The area at Long River was sub-
ject to extreme soil erosion before
a good, thick sod was established.
The sod now on the area breaks
the impact of the heaviest rains. It
prevents the runoff and loss of
water during the growing season,
the roots of the grasses and clovers
have greatly improved the soil
structure, so that it can be describ-
ed as a crumb structure and tex-
ture that is capable of absorbing
much more rain. The field is a
steep side hill, and has improved
greatly in fertility.

Rotational pastures, that is, pas-
tures that have been divided so
that animals can be moved to
fresh grass every week or ten
days, have generally proved bene-
ficial, but the gains have not usual-
ly been sufficient to pay for the
fencing material and the extra
time involved.

From data collected in 1963, at a
hydrologic station near Guelph,
Ontario, it was found that there
were no soil or water losses from
a three-year-old hay plot, nor
from a woodlot plot. Where oats
and hay were used in alternate
strips along the slope, & loss of
3,000 pounds of soil was recorded;
but when the oats was planted up
and down the slope, the soil loss
amounted to 18,000 pounds per
acre. .

REFRIGERATION

Household, aiso meat
counters, walk-in coolers,
dalry oases, etc.

We service and repair

any make of _oloctrlul re-

ate future.” Sheldon Wollman of
B. Wollman & Bros, manufactur-
er, commented: “The auction show-
ed that chinchilla is definitely not
a luxury fur to be classed with

i sable and rare mutation

president of Gunther Jaeckel,
which took on only a few pelts, ex-
pressed the opinion that the auc-
tion prices for top quality pelts
might give breeders a false sense
of security. Even if the herd were
to be improved, he said, prices
would not match those reached at
Monday's sale. He indicated that
prices were generally too high,

contagion of excitement, however,

having been Inflated by a number

mink, In our opini hinchilla is

~ WIRING
CONTRACTORS

__Motou. Washers and Ap-

not a glamorous fur that is flat-
tering to a woman's appearance.
The only reason it could go over
would be on the basis of snob ap-
peal and at a fabulously expensive
price. The auction prices were far
from fabulous. We bought a few
lots only to be in a position to
show them, but we won't promote
the item.”

o we repalr them
éontut us for any wiring

job from installing a switch
to wiring your home.

Storey Electric

PHONE 3237

178 Grafton Street
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TO ITMPERIAL FOR (THE 'BEST

A small amount down and regular monthly
' payments will give you the year-round
comfort of an Esso Oil Burner. !
Quicker, cleaner, more reliable hnti'ﬁg
—that’s what you get with an Esso Oil
Burner—with One Year Warranty
backed by Imperial Oil
" Limited. Your Warranty,
tncludes 1-year guarantee
against faulty materials

and manufacture,

complete check-up of \
burner, 1 efficiency test,
setvice calls, and free’
inspection. | ;
Ask your dealer about an Impesial Oil
“Evergreen Contract” which guarantees
, your supply of Esso Furnace Oil.
Esso Furnace Oil contains an additive

w

: to help prevent rust and absorb

OIL BURNER
|1 o yow e et £330 BURNER DEALER . s e IMPERIAL OIL LIMITED

moisture inside
storage tanks,

Pl

155 Kent Street

 DOUGLAS BROS. & JONES LTD.

8 1
e - y
| "Dinl 6565 ot

Oi’town

Dial 8543 - 8544

' PALMERELECTRIC .

96 Fitsroy Streef

Ch’town.

ey

ELLSWORTH R. McNEIL
B g~ mm |

servation  Boclety of America, with
sofl specinlists present from the
United Btates and OCanada. They
had visited, during the afternoon,’a
veteran's farm near Alora, Ont.,
and were amaszed at the results
obtained by Mr. Alfred Leathen
barrow, who, with a 40 per cent

and pasture grasses when propérly
fertilized and managed, will pro-
duce maximum ylelds of the véry
best quality of forage for stock.
With well stocked farms to use
this forage, the farms will not only
prosper, but they will increase in
fertility, and the generations fol-
lowing will reap the benefits hand-
ed down to them by good hus-
bandry.

disabllity from the war, and no

vious farm experience, had, in

ee years, while making a living
on what was & poor farm, with the
help of his wife, had changed a
grass and grain farm entirely into
grass land farming. They now have
on their hundred acres: Seventy
beef cattle, 140 hogs (English York-

PUZZLE FOR COOK

one of the legs.

SWORD SWALLOWER UP

..STAITHES, England, (OP — A
chicken was hatched in this York-
shire district with three legs and
four feet. There are two feet on

shires) and 1400 hens. With grass| TORONTO (CP)— L
and clover they have effectively|yin 24, of ((mn)w.cei'ltagml
topped fon  throughout their| s rdox: )

PP v nd
rolling land. They useé a trench silo
for the grass-legume .hay.

sword-swallower, Wednesday was
committed for trial on a charge of
assault causing grievous bodily

They

600 X 18 .iiiiiiiiinans $7.95 ea.

TIP OF THE WEEK

FROM YOUR MASTER DEALERS

Charlottetown L. J. Rossiter
Summerside ..... Prince Edward Island Fur Pool Ltd.
O’Leary H. B. Willis Inc.
French River ... Arthur A. Campbell
Central Bedeque ................ Dunk River Dairying Co.
Albany L. D. McLeod & Sons
Victoria L. D. McLeod & Sons
Stanley Bridge ..................... Reid’s Feed Service
Wheatley River .......................... Preston Rackham

Morell Dingwell & Rossiter
Kilmuir McGowan’s Ltd.
Murray River D. M. McKinnon
Brookfield Cruwys Bros.

Mount Stewart . ... ........ Clark’s Feed Service

o , TIP NO. 45

Like any other poultry dis-
eases, the prevention of worms
is far more satisfactory than
any treatment or control. How-
ever, if worms are known to
be present, a treatment should
be given while the pullets are
on range and just before they
are housed.

Let's Discuss Your Feed-
ing Plan With Your Is-
land's MASTER Marn

IVAN KERRY
Dial 5455
60 Green St. -

POULTRY
FARM LIVE STOCK
FUR BEARING
ANINALS & DOSS

Ch’town

233232=23222=2=32=3=3=3
2323232223233

FEEDERS WHO KEEP RECORDS USE MASTER
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" ATTENTION FARMERS

Mr. Glen A. Lea of Vernon River is the sole rep-
regentative for Intérnational Products in Prince Eﬁ-
ward Island at the present time.’ ) }

, An{lone else clalming to be a représentative for
International Stock Food Oomtrn{n ted, is d:gg
so without the authority of the Intermational S|
Food Company -

You're Ahead on Every Count
WITH A JOHN DEERE AUTOMATIC BALER

$AVE $EIBERLING'S SUMMER $ALE $AvE
for a safe Holiday Trip!

Measured by e\;ery yardstick of good baling performance,
the John Deere Automatic Baler is your best buy.

Consider fleld de dability, a mighty important factor dur-
ing hit-or-miss haying weather. First fully-automatic, wire-tyjng
baler on the market, the John Deere today offers you a rec-
ord of field dependability proved in every crop . . . in every
operating condition. Its abllity to stay on the job enables you
to bale extra tons every day that; can mean the difference be-
tween saving a hay crop or losing it.

Fully-automatic operation further assures you of faster bal-
ing that cuts time and costs. You bale your crop in a steady,
non-stop trip through the fleld . . . bale more hay every day,
and hold baling costs to rock-bottom.

Equally important, you get better bales with a John Deere
. . . for feeding or selling. Bales are wire-tled to stay tled
through handling, hauling, and in high stacks . . . sliced for
easy feeding .. . square-cornered for easler stacking and com-

A. PICKARD FARM TRACTORS LTD.

MALPEQUE ROAD

- GET IN ON THIS GREAT

Get The Facts Behind Our Low Prices:

1. There is a tremendous demand for our O. K. TREAD-
WELDS, and we must have good casings to meet this de-
mand . . . (YOUR casings).

2. 0. K. Rubber Welders members cooperatively manufacture
. TOP QUALITY TIRES and sell them only slightly above the
cost of producing them, s sane I t for t
to trade smooth casings while they are still in

2 thabab ting more 1

condition to
1 and safer

pped, Yy P

driving.

Nothing Is added to the price of 0. K. Tires to take care of

adjustments becauss every 0. K. Franchise Operator can

make the adjustment himself, and utilize the adjusted tire

;d‘.‘o!"J ("R "] ly done in the industry,
y.

Selling, servicing, re<«capping, balancing, and trueing tires is
our business. We do nothing else. We are experts in this
line, and intain the most d il t and 1
the latest methods known to the business today, No one can
give you better or' faster service, anywhere!

‘NEW
TIRE SALE
600X 16 — 295 Exchango

ROAD HAZARD GUARANTEE IN WRITING

NEW SEIBERLING SUPER SERVICE
600 x 16—4 ply—Reg. $18.95

Sale Price 12.95 |

And Recapable Oasing.

A

FOUR TIRES $49.95

NEW SEIBERLING SUPER SERVICE:
670 x 15—4 ply—Reg. $19.95

Sale Price 13.95

And loap.blo Casing. g
FOUR TIRES $53.98

GUARANTEED RECAPS
l‘ﬂxo::«.s.hud“s‘lm”l::‘
. TRUCK TIRES
700x20 ...0..oviivinee $19:95 ou,

‘730120 R T R R 0"“6'
7 ‘2' X 3. ‘dnn.iu‘onoo'oonq-ir’ m"u

248

¥

_ GHARLOTTETOWN PHONE 4012
0. K. Rubber Welders
GW ‘ o
mgim ENAULT




