\

THE GUARDIAN, CHARLOTTETOWN ‘

.

PAGE THREE

Modern commerce and  certain
contemporary schools of Psych-
ology and Anthropology attempt
in various ways to disguise the
traditional meaning of Christmas
But no subterfuge, whatever its
uiterior motive, can long suppress
its true significance.

The feast of Christmas is the
jiturgical celebration of the anni«
versary of the Incarmation of the
son of God. It but recalls the
scriptunal ~accounts of the birtn
of the Saviour,
st. Latke's Gospel provides most
of the details — the journey of
Mary and Joseph from Nazareth
i Bethlehem: the birth of the
Child in a stable or cave because
shere was no room for them at
the inn”, the announcement of the
birth to the shepherds In the
nearby fields; and finally the visit
of the shepherds to Bethlehem
where they found Mary and Jos-
eph “and the Infant living in the
manger.” .
st, Mark’'s Gospel does not deal
with the event. St. Matthew but
records that the Child was born
of a virgin; and St. John briefiy
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outlines the theology of the In-
carnation, concluding that “the
Word was made flesh and dwelt
among us.,”

The church has long regarded
the event as a kind of contract ‘or
bargain or exchange by which,
on the one hand, the Son of God
took upon Himself & human na-
ture so that adequafe atonement
might be made for the sins ‘of
men, and by which, on the other,
men were made capable of some
kind of sharing in the Godhead
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BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL
Chr C ts — Beginner

As St. John puts it: “But as many
as received Him, He gave them
power to be made the Bons of
God.”

So stupendous, so exciting are
the implications and consequences
of this bargain that all Christians
try to recall it annuslly by every
fitting expression of joy and
pleasure.

The sad part of all this is that
from the earliest Christian times
so many worldlings have rejected
Christ and refused to share in the
divine Life. They prefer to plod
along at the lower level of na-
ture as though the higher one of
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grace, with all the dignity and
significance which it can impart
were  non-existent, Fortunately
there are some who are not so
blind and foolish and I would in-
vite, nay urge, as many as
sible to emulate their splendid
example. Of course, the gift of
faith cannot be forced on anyome,
but it comes more readily to those
who are properly disposed to re-
ceive it. ;
Nowhere is the contrast between
the spiritual riches of the life of
grace which is obtained through
the Saviour's birth and the stark,
absolute poverty of a world which
refuses to accept this birth, more
manifest than in W. H. Auden’s
beautiful Christmas poem of a
few years back. Auden had tried
and rejected both Freud and Marx
as ‘“saviours” of men and finally
turned to Christ through the
teachings of the eminent Protestant
theologian, Karl Barth. In the
remarkable succession of deep in-
sights which so abound in his
poem “For the Time Being”, Au-
«den describes both our world and
the one into which Christ was
born — one wherein ‘“darkness
and snow descend on all personal-
ity” one wherein ‘“our plans
have all gone awry” and into
which “the rains will arrive too
late.” It is a world of evil a worid
of war:
“The evil and
near;
The weather smells of their
t

armed Qraw

e

And the houses smell of our
fear;

Death has opened his white

eye

And the black hole calls the

thief

As the evil and armed draw

near.”

In this world both Herod and
his twentieth-century counterparts
reject Christ as a threat to rea-
son and civilization, Auden has
Herod ask why men cannot see
that the notion of an incarnate
God is absurd. “Because it is,”
says Herod, “and suppose, just
for the sake of argument, that it
isn’'t, that this story is true, that
this child is in some inexplicable
manner both God and man . . .
Would that make life any better?
On the contrary it would make it
far, far worse. For it could only
mean this: that once having shown
them how, God would expect
every man, whatever his fortupe,
to lead a sinless life in the flesh
and on earth” *

But Auden's answer, and ours,
is that it does make life better.
First, because those persons close
to Christ, like Mary and Joseph,
showed that the “average vhy”
is capable of redemption, showed
that our “normal vision can walk
to perfection.”

Secondly, because the event of
Christ's birth on that first Christ-
mas detines the true significance
of all other events, for “by the
existence of this ild, the pro-
per values of all ot existences
is given.”

The incarnation ra-established
the supernatural union between
man and God. Christmas not only
recalls to us the reality of this
unlon (and so is an occasion of
joy), but reminds us thdt the real
purpose in marking its annual re-
turn is to make us more like to
Him in whom our substance Iis
united to God.

i
HAMPSHIRE W. L

The regular monthly meeting of
the Hampshire W. I. was held at
the home of Miss Alics Edwards.
The meeting opened in the usual
manner by singing the Ode and
repeating the Creed in unison.
Twelve members answered roll call
by giving their views on “a hall
for our district.” There were two
visitors present also.
The minutes of the last meeting
were read and approved. A bill of
46 cents for fruit, was received from
Mrs. John Clark, and paid, also, a
bill of 47 cents for towels for the
school was paid. Cod-liver-oil cap-
sules were distributed to the dif-
ferent members and it was decided
to get another bottle.
Mrs. Hibbert Tremere passed in
$14.50, proceeds from a card party,
held in her home by her group.
1t was decided that the Institute
make candy and give to the children
as a treat at Christmas, Mrs, Chester
and John Edwards offered to bag
the candy which was to be handed
in by Thursday Dec, 21st..
Mrs. Everett Clow and Miss
Alice Bdwards were appointed to
pack and deliver boxes for shut-ins
at ‘Christmas, also to get & birth-
day gift for a former member.
The correspondence was then
read, By motlon it was decided to
gend $2.00 to the T.B. League Christ-
mas Seal Campaign and $5.00 to
the Childrens Aid Society.
Oollection for the evening amount-
ed to five cents, Gift fund 42-.cents.
Everyone that has old woollens
to send away were asked to bring
them to the next meeting.
It was decided to hold an auction
sale of plés or cakes at the Jan-
uary meeting, Mrs, George Kitson
invited the members to her home for
this meeting. Mrs, Chester Edwards,
Mrs. Heath Larter and Mrs. Hibb
ert Tremere are the lunch comm-
ittee,

by

The meeting closed singing

P.he National Anthem after which a

This column is reserved for news
of local interest, but advertising of

OUR STORE will be closed all |

Over 100 children were made wel-
come at H. M. C. 8. Queen Char-
lotte on Dec. 20. Above and at
right are shown groups cf happy
youngsters applauding the arrival of
Santa Claus, who came dcwn the
chimney on the Parade Deck and
greeted every child with a hearty
“Merry Ohristmas” and a lovely
gift.

The party was sponsored by
Connolly. Finances to cover the ex-
through the courtesy of Capt. J. J.
Connolly. Finances to ccver the ex-
penses were donated by the messes
and officers’ wardroom,

BULLETINS FROM
BIRDLAND

WINIFRED E. WILSO

CHRISTMAS WITH THE BIRDS

Happy Christmas holidays to
Canadian bird watchers! At this
season many of you are taking time
off to look for birds that can now
be found too far frem your im-
mediate neighbourhood.

Every winter, elther during the
last week of the old year or the
very beginning of the new, able-
bodied enthusiasts hike for miles
along country roads and through
wcods, watching and listening:.
Eager car owners and their friends
get a little farther from thome.
Brave souls living within reach of
a large enough body of water to
attract Ducks and Gulls often hire
boats, that they may get a close
view of these feathered {friends—
but this is a cold wishing it were
not necessary to wear such heavy
cicthing, climb hills and even
mountains, All these people are on
the same quest '
Findings of experienced observers
are sent to. executives of bird
socleties, The combined information,
collected finally by the National
Audubon Society, fcrms a valuabla
list of birds that may be found in
various regions of Canada and the
United States at this date, Last win-
ter marked the 50th anniversary
of the Christmas bird census. It be-
gan with 27 observers; December
1049 showed a total of 4615 observ-
ers. Bird watchers therefore are
getting a better understanding of
the distribution and abundance of
North American birds.

Weather is, of course, a most im-
portant factor. We in Canada pro-
'bably expverience most difficulties
when we turn out for the Christmas
ccunt than do those living in mild-
er climates. Intense cold, slippery
footing, frozen lakes and streams,
heavy snow, or a deluge of rain may
spoil pleasure—but “birders” are de-
termined people.

And what is the reward? There
is alwavs the chance of seeing a
Robin that has forgotten to fly
southp or a late leaving Song Spar-
row; a flock of Redpolls may have
Flown down from the artic to stay
here during the most severe weath-
er; ].Jchmy Woodpeckers, Shortear-
ed Owls, or other permanent resid-
ents migh show themselves; it might
happen that a band of gypsies. such
as Pine Siskins or American Crcss-
bills, took it into their heads to
visit our vicinity that day.
Depending upon the region in
which you live, the route you have
chosen,_and a certain amount of
Juck (something bird watchers al-
ways need to take into considerat-
fon). a single person may spot 20
or 25 different ' specles in a few
hours, .

How do Brown Creepers climb?
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Literature Q

And Life

By BOOKMAN

IN THE CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL *

This is the title of a short poem
by Tennyson, and if the poetry is
not up to his high average, the
story is touching and beautiful.
The scene is a children’s hospital
and we have two doctors one,
good and kind and the other a’
pagan at heart. There is also a'
nurse who tells the story. Two sick
children are brought before us.'
One was a boy caught in a mill
and terribly mangled. The doctor
called in to help is described as
having harsh red hair, big volce,£
big chest, big merciless hands. “He!
seemed happier wusing the knife
than in trying to save a limb. He
might mangle the living dog that
had loved him and fawned at his|
knee. He said to the nurse that!
this boy would not need her care;
much longer as he would die, Shel
replied that she would pray for her|
charge, and ask the Lord Jesus to|
cure him. Then the doctor said
with a sneer, “Can prayer set a|

broken bone. The Lord Jesus has,
had his day.” How unlike doctors|
that we knew. We have known

some who prayed before an opera-
tion, asking help from the Great
Physician. Sir Thomas Browne
was a crédit to his profession; so
was Sir Willlam Osler both
Christian men.

The nurse like so many whom
we have known was kind and re-!
ligious too, and she declared that
she could not keep at her work
and see so much sorrow did she not
believe that the hope of the world
was true. The doctor left and on
the way out passed where {he lit-
tle Emmie lay very ill. But the reg-
ular doctor was there still with the
nurse, Emmie was asleep and the
doctor said “Poor little dear; I
must operate tomorrow or she'll
never live to see it through, I fear.”
Emmie had heard this statement
and called to the next cot where
little Annie lay i1l too, “What
shall T do?” A picture hung in the,
ward and Annie told Emmie that
just as the picture showed Jesus
kind to little folk, so he would be
kind to her.

But Little Emmie was afraid
that the .Lord Jesus would not
know who she was he had so many
others to think of and there were
other sick children there, Her llt-l
tle neighbor, Annie told —her to
leave her arms outside the coun-|
terpane and tell him she was the
one with the arms out.

80 she did and the nurse sal be-
side her bed for three nights, but

seemed to sympathise with the sit-
uation — a thunder clap once and
the sound of hail on the window-
pane. Later the cry of a motherless
lamb bleating in the storm with-
out, Dreams too disturbed the
nurse, and she seemed to see a lit-
tle patient wunder the surgeon's
knife.

In the grey of the morning the
doctor came and found that the
little one had died.

could not carty on longer, Nature

This {s how Tennyson puts it:—
“He had brought his ghastly tools;
we believed her asleep again,

Her dear long, lean little arms ly-
ing out on the counterpane

Say that his day is done! Ah, why
should we care what they say?

The Lord of the children had heard
her? and Emmie had passed
away.”

Tennyson was a Christian poet,
and here we have an {llustration
of his faith. Did not Robert Louis
Stevenson say that the profession
of the doctor was the greatest of
all? What a pity when it is looked
upon as a means of Jjust making
money! He and the nurse >ften go
with the traveller the last lone mile
of the human journey.

Of Childhood

(Courtesy Irish Embassy, Ottawa,
and Dublin).

“Christmas indeed. 'Tisn't worth
all the fuss and trouble,” she com-
plained, as she dragged herself
and her parcels on to the bus. And
I, tired and famished, silently
agreed. “I'm completely worn out,”
sighed the young assistant, and
the harassed housewife and all
the weary workers took up the
plaint.

Then two little children
ped up the steps, waving gay,
oured balloons; their faces so
bright that for a moment we for-
got our aching arms and feet and
empty purses, and felt that after
all Christmas was worth while, As
the bus drew out, a crowd of
schoolboys at the corner took up

skip-
col-

the carol,
“Come, come, come to the
Manger,
Children, come to the Children’s
King.”

After all, it was the feast of the
Child, and the little ones the world
over rejoiced with Him. And then
I thought of the long ago, when as
a child I peeped out over the val-
ley watching the candles being 1it
in every cottage window, and wish-
ing, and wishing, oh, wishing for
Christmas to come. For in child-

hood everything is final, and
twelve months is an eternity.
. . .
Christmas! A cart lumbering
along a stony road, laden with

good cheer from the distant town.
Church bells ringing out over the
hills. Dim shadowy figures hurry-
ing through the star-lit night to
Midnight Mass. The song of wel-
come to the exile who weturns but
once a year. The tiny bare church,
with the crib, the glory of child-
hood, gracing a dim corner.
The bus sped through the noisy
streets, but the city had faded, and
I was back once more in the tiny
cottage on a windswept hill.
. .
My grandmother was a brisk old
lady, and each year she announc-
ed the coming of Advent with,
“Christmas on top of us, and the
chimney not yet swept.” And when
that was done, what cleaning and
scouring, so that everything shone,
from the old sugar chair to the
china cat sitting solidly on top of
the dresser. As we helped my
mother decorate the house she
would explain that holly and ivy
were chosen because they grew
outside the stable at Bethlehem.
Great care was taken in arranging
the holly. “There’'s an angel on
every thorn of it,” my grandmother
warned us. The evergreens were
left hanging until Shrove Tuesday,
when they were taken down and
burnt under the pancakes.
Many a time I heard the story
of the shepherd boy, who, on that
first Christmas, was ashamed be-
cause he had no present to give.
So he picked a bunch of holly
that grew outside the cave. And
the Babe laughed with joy, and
where his little fingers touched,
the leaves grew gay with ~crimson
berries. Then the youngest shep-
herd knew that of all the gifts,
his had pleased the Babe most.
And the story of how on Christ-
mas night the animals were given
the power of speech, and the rea-
son why. On that first Christmas
the hills around Bethlehem were
covered with snow ,and the shep-
herds keeping watch shivered in
the icy wind that blew over the
hills.
But at the moment the Babe was
born, the snow disappeared and
the ground was covered with green
grass and flowers and the trees
with leaves and fruit. Even the
animals took part in the univer-
sal rejoicing. The cock crowed
“Christ is born.” The raven asked
“Where?" The sheep bleated “Beth-
lehem.” And the angels sang
“Glory to God on the highest and
on earth, peace to men of good:
will.”
“And why were the Ox and the
Ass chosen to be present in the
stable” I remember asking my
grandmother. And she told me that
the Ox was chosen because it was
the most useful animal, and the
Ass because it was the most hum-
ble. And in kindness and sympathy
the animals crept over, knelt down.
and breathed on {he Babe to keep

» »

him warm.

An lIrish Writer Tells

Christmas

Early in the afternoon of Christe
mas Eve, my father brought in the
Bloc na Nollag—the great Christ~
An Irish Writer — Take Two

mas log. As darkness fell, my
brother, who was the youngest af
the family, lit the candle carefully
and placed it in the kitchen window,
This was a sign of welcome to the
Holy Travellers who might be
seeking shelter on this blessed
night. Then my grandmother
sprinkled the four walls of the
room with.- hely water, and the
Rosary was said.

On this night we added a special
prayer for the dead of the house«
hold, and asked a blessing on the
living for the coming twelve
months, My father was the first ta
rise from his knees. The prayers
were over, and Christmas had
really come.

We had supper of champ —col-
cannon swimming in butter, fish
cakes covered with priail, —a kind
of white sauce— and cups of tea
and thick slices of fruity brack. 1
thirk I enjoyed this meal more
than the great Christmas-day din-
ner,

When supper was over we sal
around the fire, for in our part of
the world, this was the evening
for staying at home; no one would
dream of going visiting on Christ-
mas Eve, We listened for the
chirping of the cricket and cheered
if we heard it, for he was said ta
be the “King” of all luck. Then my
grandmother would take a good
satisfying pinch of snuff and tell
us the story of the Flight inta
Egypt.

Everyone went to first Mass on
Christmas morning, starting ouf
when it was still dark. The lighted
candles in the window pointed
the way. We called this Mass the
Aifreann na Geine — The Mass of
the Nativity.

When bhreakfast was over wa
went visiting, and in every house
we got hospitality. We young ones
had plates of pudding and cake,
and maybe glasses of lemonade;
the elders were treated to whiskey
or ‘“parliament,” depending on
the circumstances. Woe betide the
man who wouldn't take the drop
on Christmas Day. He was said to
have ‘“croidhe cruaidh an anroigh”
—the hard heart of misery.

And then home to the  Christ-
mas goose, stuffed with potatoes,
home-cured haem, cauliflower
almost the only day of the year
we had it —mashed potatoes with
lashings of butter; then Christmas
pudding, boiled in the old-fashion-
ed way in a strong white calica
cloth in a tri-legged pot.

In the evening we young ones
went off to hunt the Wren for the
monrow. And then it was time once
more for the Rosary, the seanchas
around the fire—and bed.

. . . L

And so Christmas was over. The
fire banked down, the candles
quenched, and my grandmother

shaking the house with holy
water and saying sadly, “Ta an
Nollaig chomh fada uainn anois

a's bhi se arlamh!”

—BRID MAHON,
— et

MOSCOW, Dec. 25 —(Reuters)—
Diplomatic circles here Saturday
took a favorable view of the pros-
pects for the three Western Pow=
ers proposal of talks with Russia,
They said the door had been left
open by the Western counter-pro-
posal to Russia’s invitation _ to
talks on disarming Germany. The
counter-proposal suggested“ pre;
liminary talks to find a 'wider
agenda for a Big Four Foreign

Ministers' meeting.

J. A. Carruthers R.0.

OPTOMETRIST

=) -

e

)

Complete Visual Analysis
Supplying & Fitting Glasses

=" >

’g.i PHONE 2872

4 23 Kent Street

.\ Charlottetown

% (Next to Simpson's Agency)
it

)00 -0 < )< OO O

Dr. Ralph Bunche, first Ameri-
can Negro to be awarded the No-
bel peace prize, is shown bowing

over the hand of King Haakon of

An Example For All To Follow

prize by king in a ceremony held

at Oslo university, Oslo, Nor-

way, At right in background

is
Mrs. Bunche scen chatting with
Norway gollowing presentation of | Princess Martha. On  receiving

the award and a cheque for $31,
178, the 46-year-old dformer Une
ited Nations mediator in Pales«
tine called for freedom, equality
and peace for the peoples of the
world



