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“The strongest memory s weaker than
’ the weakest ink."”
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Interesting Question
Immigration Minister Pickersgill
i reported to have told an audience
in St. John's, Newfoundland—the
Hub of anti-confederation sentiment
4n days gone by—that it is not “leg-
ally possible for Newfoundland to
xithdraw from Confederation,” a
Step which Premier Smallwood has
hinted at on two or three occasions.
While the report does not say so, it
is a safe assumption that Mr. Small-
‘&vood was not present when the min-
-ijster (and Newfoundland’s repres-
sentative in the Cabinet) made his
~judicial pronouncement, If he had
been, he almost certainly would
have disputed the opinion, for the
Premier is not a man who on occas-
ions when his judgment is called in-
to question ‘“‘keeps silence even from
good words.”

In any event, Mr. Pickersgill's
pronouncement raises a most inter-
esting question: Just what would
the Federal Government do if New-
foundland, or any other Province,
did decide to break the federal con-
nection? It is unlikely ever to hap-
pen; for, quite apart from the legal
aspects of the matter, there would
be so many economic readjustments
involved that it is doubtful whether
any. Provincial administration would
attempt to wade through them. But,
assuming that the step were decided
upen, even though it might not be
“legally possible”, how would the
Federal authorities go about thwar-
ting the wishes of the dissidents?
Would they send troops and guns
and bombs to terrify the citizens in-
to submission? Or put all the ring-
leaders of the secession movement
in durance vile until they recanted?
Or abolish the Provincial Legis-
lature and install a “quisling” admin-
{stration to carry out federal in-
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junctions at the point of the sword?

To ask these questions is to realize
how ridiculous they are in this day
and age. For one thing, any Federal
government that would consider
eoercive measures against any Prov-
ince would go out of office so fast
- #hat it would be some time before its
iy\embers recovered from their con-
sternation.
1t seems almost certain that
Newfoundland’s destiny, for better
or worse, lies in a continued relat-
"Monship with the greater community.
But that is an entirely different
thing from a Federal Minister’s tell-
ing a provincial audience, in effect,
that if they have made a hard bed
they must lie in it. That’ is much too
.reminiscent of a day that can never
_ be recalled—thank the Lord!

It Looks Hopeless

Under the auspices of the Na-
tional Council of Churches, which is
made up of some thirty religious de-
nominations with a combined mem-
bership of thirty-five million, an
eight member delegation of Ameri-
can Church leadersis planning to
visit the Soviet Union next month.
Leader of the delegation will be Dr.
Eugene Carson Blake, the present
President of the Council. The pur-
pose of the visit, according to Dr.
Blake, is to increase, if possible, mu-
tual understanding with Russian Or-
thodox Church leaders, some of
whom are expected to visit the Un-
ited States later in the year, and,
through them, to try and do some-
thing towards easing tension be-«
tween East and West. Referring to
some criticism of the impending trip,
Dr. Blake said: “While we cannot be
stjre that agreement can or should
be reached at many points, we do
hope that this exchange of visits will
on towards a larger meas-
ure of inderstanding and goodwill.”
“ Ttls fairly easy tosee how a
measure of understanding can be
resched between Western religious

sacders and the leaders of the Rus-
: »x Church. Indeed, one
~ may presume *that 6n many. points
" this understanding is already in ef-

®oviet Union and the West. What-
ever influence they may have with
the Russian masses—it does not’ap-
pear to be very considerable these
days—they have none at all with
their rulers. They could not possibly
have any in circumstances where re-
ligion is looked upon as being anti-
social and a detriment to progress,
where no church member is permit-
ted to be a member of the ruling pol-
itical party, and where young peo-
ple are taught in the schools and in
their organizations that religion—

not any particular church. but re-
ligion itself--is an cnemy of the
state. How then can there be the
slightest  hope of “mutual under-

standing”,—in the field of religion,
that is? It looks pretty hopeless.

The Bobby Decker Story

With so many gloomy and un-
pleasant stories coming over the
wires these days, one finde much
needed refreshment in a little story
about a nine year old youngster,
Bobby Decker, of Boston. Early in
the fall Bobby was admitted to a
hospital suffering from an incurable
disease. although for several weeks
he was able to be fairly active. It
seems that Bobby's great ambition
was to be a newspaper publisher.
The doctors and nurses, hearing ol
this, suggested that he should put
out a daily pencilled paper from his
hospital cot. Bobby needed no urg-
ing. He called his creation the “Bos-
ton Rocker” and filled it with little
items about the doctors and nurses,
other patients, an d anyone else
whom he found newsworthy, in the
best free lance tradition. Christmas
called for a larger edition than us-
ual—two whole pages and a number
of pictures of Santa Claus in var-
ious poses.

News of Bobby’s venture got
around, as important news always
does, and reporters came from the
various news agencies to interview
the publisher and take his picture
which was sent all over the ooun-
try, with the result that Bobbie be-
came a bit of a national figure. News
clipping services sent him lots of
clippings about himself which, need-
less to say, he enjoyed immensely.
Came the inevitably day when Bob-
by could do no more reporting. The
«Boston Rocker” went out of cir-
culation, and a kindly doctor, who
knew something of the jargon of the
. newspaper fraternity, wrote “30” on
Bobby’s card. It was the end.

A great story, isn't it? It tugs at
one's heart-strings; yes, and it is
proof that kindness is still a great
force in the world.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Citizens of Niagra Falls have re-
ported sighting an airborne object
resembling a Chinese lantern. Per-
haps that's what it was. Anything is
possible these days, including Chin-
ese lanterns over Niagara.

. L] -

It is reported that Sergei Krug-
lov, Soviet Internal Affairs Minister,
has been “relieved of his duties”.
Since Mr. Kruglov succeeded the ill-
fated L. P. Beria, he must be feel-
ing anything but happy these days.

L L] -

Aneurin Bevan still exercises a
powerful influence in the British
Labour Party. This certainly is the
inference to be derived from his
strong showing in the election of a
deputy leader—111 votes to 141 for
James Griffiths, the successful can-
didate.

. L] L]

Now that Archbishop Makarios,
leader of the union with Greece
movement in Cyprus, has expressed
tentative satisfaction with the Brit-
ish Government's proposals for Cyp-
riot self-government, the situation
there can be expected to take a turn
for the better. Tt is to be noted, how-
ever, that the Archbishop has not
sald he will follow any reconfmenda-
tions made by the British, but only
that he will give them consideration.

- L -

According to figures released by
the First Secretary of the Soviel
Communist Party, there are now 8
million party members in the Union.
It is interesting to note that the
biggest republic making up the Un-
jon, bearing the imposing, if cum-
bersome, name “the Russian Soviet
Federative Socialist Republic”, has
no party organization at all. It is in.
teresting also to note that farmers
and factory workers who used to be
dominant among delegates to the
annual congress are now outnumber-
ed by plant foremen,. engineers,
golentists, army officers, and dele-
gates from other professional

PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open to the discus-
sion by eorrespon of questions
of interest. The Guardian does not
mecessarily endorse the opinien o
eerrespondents.

SNOW PLOW OPERATORS

Sir,—With regard to the anony-
mous letter in The Guardian of
February 2nd. concerning the snow
plow in French River which stat.
ed the operators were sitting with
their feet in the oven when they

. should have been out working, we
. wish to say that we are the operat-

ors and that your correspondent’s
statement is raise.

We are, Sir, etc,
EARLE COLE and

DANIEL L. BUZZLE
French River.

THE MAILMAN'S LOT

Sir,—Will you allow me space in
your Forum to air my views in
upholding the faithful mailman that
“Waiting For His Mail’' has endea-
voured to tear apart?

We all know the farmer is the
backbone of the country, but
doesn't he receive his just praise
in the press? The linesmen, also,
are doing a wonderful job, under-
going many hardships to restore
normal conditions. Both the farm-
er and the linesmen have been
praised through the press without
any attacks from the public; so
why attack the poor mailman when
he receives a little praise?

These mailmen with the heated
cars and jazz music rolling out of
them seem to me as creatures of
another world.

1 have travelled this Island con-
siderable and the type of mailman
I mostly met in cold weather was
a hunched up, cold, weather-beat-
en looking individual in a horse
drawn vehicle. When the roads and
weather permitted the use of a
motor vehicle, it was usually one
in the lower priced brackets.

Many a faithful mailman in the
winter time starts out in the morn-
ing on a snowdrifted road without
a track ahead of him and few
boxes shovelled out. His lot, in this
case, is to break his own track,
climb out of his sled, and wade
to his knees in snow to boxes that
are not shovelled out. All this time,
“Waiting For His Mail," is sitting
by his fire complaining about the
mailman with possibly a note in
his box requesting him to bring
some much needed groceries from
the store or possibly an express
parcel from the station as the
roads are unfit for ‘‘Waiting" to
travel over

However, not all box holders are
like this critic, but many are
ready to give the mailman a help-
fng hand or a cup of tea to en-
courage and cheer him along his
way. This offsets the few grouchers
like “‘Waiting For His Mail."”

1 am, 8ir, etc.,
A LOOKER ON
Bloomfield

Where Cabot Landed

(Fredericton Gleaner.)

The famous Venetian-Genoese
navigator Giovanni Caboto, whom
history knows as John Cabot sail-
ed under the flag and authority of
King Henry VII of England, and
it was his famous voyage in 1497
which gave Britain first claim on
this continent, for Cabot was the
discoverer—or perhaps we should
say ‘‘re-discoverer’” to appease
admirers of Leif Ericson—of North
America, as distinct from the wes-
tern land mass as a whole.

Cabot certainly made a landing
in what are now the Atlantic pro-
vinces of Canada, and tradition
places the spot somewhere in Cape
Breton. The names ‘“‘Cabot Trail”
and “Cabot Straits” are memori-
als to the great explorer.

However, as long as three-quart-
ers of a century ago, historians,
checking on Cabot’'s course, found
that published descriptions of his
journey. including such details as
elapsed time and estimated dis-
tance from the embarkation port

Anglo - U.S.

Discussions

Joseph C. Harsch, W
Science

The most important feature of
the three days of talks between the
top government people of Britain
and th. United States in Washing-
ton is that they did quite a lot of
business.

They could not, of course, agree
on everything. They could not set-
tle all the problems of the world.
But they grappled with some pret-
ty big problems, and they made
what is surprising progress in
terms of the difficulties and the dif-
ferences of point of view involved.

Compromises were involved.
Each side gave way on some things.
Neither side ‘“won” the conference.
There was a balancing of concess-
jons, which is, of course, what
must be done between people with
business to transact. Roughly, the
gains and concessions can be sum-
marized as follows:

JOINT GAINS:

1. What looks like a sensible and
practical way to head off war be-
tween Egypt and Israel will be in-
vited to with“raw their troops from
a two-mile neutral zone along the
common frontier. The United Nat-
jons will put in a substantially en-
larged police force to patrol the
neutral strip. This can be done with-
out emergency powers or resolut-
jons. Dag Hammarskjold can do it.
The United States and Britain will
be ready, if necessary, to back up
the plan with their military forces
actually in the area.

2. A way, undisclosed in detail,
was found which should avoid a
United Nations issue over the Brit-
ish frontier dispute with Saudi Ara-
bia concerning the Buraimi Oasis.

3. Tentative and preliminary
plans were studied for a Western
answer to the new Soviet economic
offensive. This project is still a long
way from the stage of action, but
the philosophic theory behind it was
put into the Declaration of Wash-
ington.

UNTIED STATES GAINS:

1. Britain deferred for the time
being its intention to reduce restri-
ctions on trade with Communist
China to the level of restrictions
on trade with the Soviet Union.

2. Britain agreed to defer action
for the time being toward bring-
ing Communist China into the Unit-
ed Nations, at least until after the
next session of the UN General
Assembly, which means definitely
after the United States elections in
November.

3. Britain supports the United
States position on Formosa.

BRITISH GAINS:

1. The United States agreed to
immediate revision and reduction
of the list of goods banned in trade
with Communist China. It is under-
stood there will be an early re-
moval of Malayan and Ceylonese
rubber from the list in order to
bring economic relief to that count-
ry.

2. Britain is free to move for ad-
mission of China to the UN, but not
until after the next session of the
General Assembly.

Britain obtained inclusion in the
Declaration of Washington of a
sentence which reads: ‘“We know
that political independence cannot
alone assure men and nations full
opportunity to pursue happiness and
to fulfill their highest destiny.”
This is called the “‘Colonial” refer-
ence. It carries, unstated, an und.
erstanding that the United States
will not pursue an ‘‘Anticolonial”
policy to the detriment of Britain's
colonial empire.

AREAS OF NONAGREEMENT:
1. The United States will continue

to help Nationalist China in its

plans to defend Quemoy and the

The Age Old Story
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seen, bul at the things which are
for the things which are
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Matsus. Britain strongly disapprov-
es this course and favors earliest
possible withdrawal from these is-
lands. There will be no British in-
volment if the United States be-
comes involved over these islands.

2. The United States declined to
help Britain shorten the process of
evolving an atomic submarine eng-
ine by disclosing technical prob-
lems overcome in obtaining the
first Untied States atomic-powered
submarine.

In the long run it may turn out
that the most important accomp-
lishment was the groundwork laid
for a future joint answer to the
Soviet economic offensive. This was
a conference which could have
foundered on Anglo-American dif-
ferences over the Middle East and
southern Asia. That would have
opened the way for the Soviets to
romp at will through that part of
the world. This did not happen.
The conferees discovered that they
could at least approach joint sol-
utions to the Arab-Israeli and the
Arabian oil problems.

That is: The Anglo-American
front was not broken on the sector
which is being most heavily as-
sailed by the Soviet economic of-
fensive. The two will continue to
work together. From this defensive
foundation a positive plan of com-
mon action can, in time, be work-
ed out.

The net of it is that the Anglo-
American alliance continues to be
the strongest political feature of
the Western world. The conferees
ow both sides parted with a feeling
of comfort arising out of the re-
newed appreciation that they have
more in common than in conflict
and that they can compromise a
lot of their differences.

OUR YESTERDAYS

From The Guardian Files

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
(February 7, 1931)

With the object of promoting
greater gymnastic activijies among
boys of high school age, the Hi-Y
Club was organized at the Y.M.CA..
last evening. The plans call for a
supper at the Y.M.C.A. each Fri-
day evening at 6.00 o'clock, follow-
ed by one hour in the gymnasium.
Officers appointed were; Presid-
ent Bill Reid; Vice-president
Frank Storey, Secrctary-Treasurer
Fraser MacMillan.

As a result of the visit of Rt.
Hon. R. B. Bennett, Prime Minist-
er of Canada to Washington last
week, steps are at last to be under-
taken to pave the way toward con-
struction of the much discussed St.
Lawrence waterway project. This
will provide a ship canal from the
Great Lakes o the Atlantic ocean.

The bulk of the $20,000,000 relief
fund which was provided at a
special session of Parliament for
public works and relief, has al-
ready been earmarked. The follow-
ing tabulation shows the amounts
allotted to the Maritimes:

Allotment Value of works
N.S $500,000 $1,361,000
P.E.I. $90,000 $200,000
N.S. $700,000 $2,329,000

TEN YEARS AGO
(February 7, 1946)

J. Wilfred Boulter, = Charlotte-
town, was re-elected president of
the Canadian Horticultural Coun-
cil of Canada at its convention in
Ottawa yesterday afternoon. Mr,
Boulter is the first horticulturalist
from Prince Edward TIsland eve’
to have held the presidency of the
council.

Ferry service for highway traf
fic across the Strait of Canso,
which was suspended last Friday
due to ice-packs damaging the
ferry, was resumed today,

At the Holstein-Freisian Associa-
tion of Canada convention in Tor-
onto, Premier Jones yesterday re-
celved @ certificate of superior

Medically
Speaking

8y Herinun N, Bundesen, M. D.

TREATMENT FOR DRY SKIN
Dry skin is a common winter
complaint,

Not only is‘this due to the rela-
tive low humidity but alsf to the
fact that your circulation is some-
what slowed by the cold.
Frequent and prolonged bathing
in hqt water, a common winter
practice for many of us, might also
lead to dryness of the skin,

ALKALINE SOAPS

Too frequent use of alkaline
soaps and detergents can be ¥
contributing factor, too. This Is es
pecially true of homemakers whose
dafly chores require great use of
water, strong soaps and detergents.
This skin dryness may vary
from only a slight, uncomfortable
feeling to annoying roughness.
sometimes your finger tips or nails
may® be involved, with resulting
hangnails or slight cracks in the
skin. Your nails may become cos-
rse and easily broken.

Dry skin may make you more
susceptible to bacterial infection,
sunburn and certain chemicals and
other irritants.

To help clear up the condition.
its probably a good idea to aveld
soap and water was much as pox
sible. Sponge baths are usually pre-
ferable to regular tub baths or
showers.

As for your nails, try applying
castor oil. For chafed hands, you
can apply olive jel or toilet lano
lin each night before bedtime, wear.
ing cotton gloves to protect pillow-
cases and bed linens.

In addition to these measures,
your physician might decide your
case calls for administration of
vitamin A or thyroid estract taken
internally. ,

QUESTION AND ANSWER

M. K.: What causes the skin to
ftch an hour after eating ice
cream?

Answere: Itching of the sking af-
ter eating ice cream might be due
to a nervous disorder or to an al-
lergy or sensitivity.

Foels

TO CHAUCER

It you had known how English was

to change,

Oh, would you still have written

tales, your songs?

In scarce a hundred years your

words were strange—

As lost as they are now. But time

still- throngs

To read your verse—now sad, mow
pungent, sweet,

Quitle often merry, rollicking with

ife.

Its alien melodies alone retreat,

The substance stays. Your lmight,

your squire, wife

of Bath, hold up a mirror to our

times

And selves: pretense of any kind

you caught

And gently ridiculed. Your vision

climbs

Right off the page and straddles

time: is fraught

With wisdom, humor, and the wit

to know
That heart, not dress, reveals men
high or low.

—Carrol Earle Chapin,
in the Christian Science Monitor.
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Notes By The Way

A long-time bachelor, newly ‘mar-
vied, says he doesn't feel comfort:
able after all
his breakfast-without h
Hamilton Spectator

t on.—

Some of these modern- {po
chairs which put the feet up hi h-
er than the head lhm\ll!. pay for

Nowadays when you fell some
one he looks like a million dollary
it is necessary to specify whether
before or after taxes.—Kitchener
Waterloo Record ~ ;

A southern gentieman i arresi
ed at the age of 70 for burglariz.
ing & house, Well, aren't we al

th lves in rec
alone.—~Winnipeg Tribune

Army life is changing, but there’s
still nothing like plling 78 pounds
of equipment on ‘& buck private to
make a roomy pair of new shoes
tit snugly.—Vancouver Herald

We used to wonder where popu-
lar songs went to when they were
no longer popular. We now have
lived long enough to know that
they are revived and put back into
circulation every twenty years.—
Kingston Whig-Standard

Before 1939 only 26 percent of
milk production of Canada
came from Quebec. Now some 34
percent of the milk production of
the nation is from Quebec. It is no
wonder Quebec farmers are watch-
ing butter and milk and cheese
prices so closely. So many of them
depend on these prices for their
lievelihood. An election could be
lost or won on dairy prices in Que-
bec.—W. L. Clark in the Windsor
Star

The Farm Forums have just en
dorsed a farmer’s retirement on his
own farm. Nowadays, this is about
the only thing an elderly farmer
can do. Few can afford to give up
entirely and move to a village or
town. So instead the farmer and
his wife gradually enter into a spec-
fal kind of retirement, one which
has both advantages and disadvan-
tages for them. On the whole,
though, the advantages are more
important than the drawbacks. The
most important benefit is that the
semi-retired farmer who hangs on
to the homestead can almost al-
ways keep up some of the lighter
and less taxing branches of farm-
ing, perhaps for many years. He
may no longer draw in hay or
manage a big herd of dairy cattle
but he may still do a great deal.—
Owen Sound Sun-Times

pp up- some  hobby
to occupy is in the en yeary
of retirement?—Wi Tribune

The widow of a Vancouver book
maker was released each day dur-
ing a jail sentence to carry on hiy
business, Who says don't
foster literary activities?—London
Free Press

An Easlern Ontario store adver.
tises “‘cocktail shoes'. We presume
they are reinforced with sturdy
toes to protect the wearer whose
feet are liable to be stepped upon
in the jam of people who usually
attend these things.—St. Thomas

) 'I“imel-Jo‘urnnl )

Although in some situations it |
a convenience to be able to drive
cars across frozen bodies of water,
for the most part it is a danger
ous practice to’'venture on ice i
an automobile welghing at least a
ton and a half, just for the fun of
it. Every Winter there are tragic
stories in the press regarding whole
carloads of persons being drowged
and families wiped out as can
have broken through the ice and
sunk before’ the occupants cojld
escape.—Brockville Recorder and
Times

Several years ago when Corpor.
al Montagu completed his service
with the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police he published a book based
on his experience with Eskimos.at
what was then the Dominion's far-
thest north police post. He told o
seeing a young Eskimo complete
ly dismantle and accurately reas
semble an engine from a motor
patrol boat, after having merely
watched a constable do #t a few
days earlier. Since then many
voices have been raised in advde.
agy of incorporating our far mor--
thern natives into the economy of
the nation by utilizing their na:
tive geniug in Arctic development.
—Globe and Mall
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The C 1ot

| BRIEES INVITED

THE ROYAL COMMISSION
ON BROADCASTING

‘will commence public hearings in
Ottawa, on April 30th, 1936

| briefs from

d 1

will
erganizations, associations and individuals wishi
1o express their views wit(l:l— rog-rd to radio an

All briefs must

television br g in

be ir writing and must be addressed to the Secre-
ission on

B Ottawa,

“tary, Royal C
Canada, not later than A
thirty copies of each brie
Commission. =B O

-

road ling,
ril 15th, 1956.
will be required by the

At least

y Or ‘individual

Each org

bmit a brief sh

Id so inform the

wishing to
not later than

The C

Secretary as early as pomible and, in any event,
arch 1st, in order that s pro-
, gramme ?‘f publie hearings ean be p

and

1796 of December 2nd, 1
directed to ezmlyo and
upont

(a) the policies to

ublic hearings at varibus
nada during the months of
reserves the right to receive any submission either,
at public or at private hearings. .
Under the terms of Order in
955,
make recommendations

b TolloWed by the Canadian

plans to hold its
ints throughout
ay and June and

Couneil P.C. 1955-
the Commission is

tion in its television

Corp

ation}

(h)
quate proportion
for both publie
broadeasting;

()

(C))

:ronlenllu activities and the relation of
such policies to the fimances of the Corpor

the measures necessary to provide an ade-
of Canadian programmes
and private television

the finanelal requirements of the Corpor
ation for television broadeasting and the
relation of these to the extent, mature,
standards and distribution of programmes |
the finaneial requirements of the Corpor-
ation for sound bn-.d'enllu in the

light
and the

1 viad,

of the devel
growth of
Canadaj

(o)

W

®

p;nlnlo-hm-nud

the manner in which the finances for the
television and sound broadeasting opera-
tions of the Corporation should be pro-




