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TABERNACLE SERMON.

“The Marriaze Ring.’

““ MOTHERHOOD,”’

St. Louis, Mo., March 28 —Rev. T. De-
Witt Talmage, D. D., of Brooklyn, preached

inethis city this morning, on his way home
from his Western trip, the twelfth of his
series of FELINONA on ‘‘The Mar-
riage Ring.” 1¢s subject was ‘‘Mother-
}Mm'J."

The eloquent preacher took for his text,
1 Samuel 2, 19: *‘Moreover his mother

made him a little coat, and brought it to |
him from year to year, when she came up|

with her husband to offer the yearly|
: “ |very verge of hell. The mothers of Samuel

sacrifice.”
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gays within herself, ‘It is impossible that |
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been bought at about 30 per cent.|though a child should refuse to play the

I ever can achieve any such graudeur of|
character, and 1 don’t mean to try;” as|

out of a hundred of them, came from such
an illustrious ancestry of hard knuckles
and homespun

And who are these people in society,
light as froth, blown every whither of
temptation and fashion—the peddlars of
filthy stories, the dancing-jacks of political
parties, the scum of socrety, the tavern-
lounging, the store-infesting, the men of
low wink, and filthy chuckle, and brass
breastpins, and rotten associations! For
the most part, they come from mothers idle
and disgusting—the scandal wongers of
society, going from house to house, attend-
ing to everybody’s business but their own,
believing in witches, and ghosts, horseshoes
to keep the devil out of the churn, and by a
godless life setting their children on the

The stories of Deborah and  Abigail are |Johnson, and of Alfred the Great, and of

very apt to discourage a woman’s soul. She’

Isaac Newton, and of St. Augustine, and of
Richard Cecil, and of President Edwards,
for the most part, were industrious, hard-
working mothers.

Now, while I congratulate all Christian
mothers upon the wealth and the modern
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Years rolled on, and every year Hannah
made with her own hand a garment for
Samuel, and took it over to him. The lad
would have got along well without that
garment, for I suppose he was well clad by
the ministry of the Temple; but Hannah

140 Dozen Towels.
cgsrxld not be contented unless she was all
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0 tihe time doing something for her darling
boy. ‘‘ Moreover his mother made him a
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{the first place as an industrious mother,
Colored Dress Goods There was no need for her to work. Elka-
® nah, her husband, was far from poor. He
0 ’ the Bible tells us that he was the son of
Jeroboam, the son of Elihu, the son of

1 | ’ ’
“lack Lash-‘.luhn, the son of Zuph. *‘Who were
they ?” you say. I do not know; but they
were distinguished people, no doubt, or

their names would not have been men-
tioned.

ostnme Cloth, &c.

Hannah might have seated herself with
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year, if there had been any to read; but
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o when I see her making that garment, and

taking it over to Sammuel, I know she is
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China and

‘pecome a drudge or a slave; He would have
iher employ all the helps possible in this
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l Wille i‘la'-tlngu!day in the rearing of her children. But
{ Hannah ought never to be ashamed to be

) {found making a coat for Samuel,
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{faithful in their maternal duties. The
lblonm, and the brightness, and the vivacity
p | of girlhood have given place for the grander
{dignity, and usefulness, and industry of

{motherhood. But there is a heathenish
{idea getting abroad in some of the families
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|of Americans; there are mothers who
banish themselves from the home circle.

B | For three-fourths of their maternal duties
i ithey prove themselves incompetent. They
o @ are ignorant of what their children wear,

|and what their children eat, and what their
{children read. They intrust to irresponsi-

¥ |ble persons these young immortals, and
RE rAIL.Eailow them to be under influences which
{may cripple their bodies, or taint their

{purity, or spoil their manners, or destroy

AND

O

From the awkward cut of Samuel’s coat
you know his mother Hannah did not make
{it. Out from under flaming chandeliers,
and off from imported carpets, and down
|the granite stairs, there has come a great
:cmwd of children in this day, untrained,
{saucy, incompetent for all practical duties
jof life, ready to be canght in the first
whirl of crime and sensuality. Indolent
land onfaithful mothers will make indolent

Brands on hand, such as—

Forest City,

Qlleell, Olll' F&V()l'itey.and unfaithful children. You cannot

expect neatness and order in any house
{ where the daughters see nothing but slat-

City MillS9 brls‘ al!(-l ll:tlf-brls, &c'iternliuoss and upside-downativeness in
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CHOICE PASTRY, in half-barrels. jccoricns s profeuion!  Wis we

{their parents. Let Hannah be idle, and

| most certainly Samuel will grow up idle.

{  Who are the industrious men in all our
Who are

i world, building the walis, tinning the roofs,
{ weaving the carpets, making the laws gov-
{erning the npations, making the earth to
{ quake, and heave, and roar, and rattle with
| the tread of gigantic enterprisea ? Who are
{they ! For the most part they descended
{ from industrious mothers, who, in the old
| homestead, used to spin their own yarn,and
| weave their own carpets, and plait their own
{door mats, and flag their own chairs, and

10 | —
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|She was an ordinary woman, with ordinary |

'do their own work. The Stalwart men and
inflential women of this day, ninety-nine

be observant of her children’s walk, her
shildren’s behavior, her chil!dren’s food, her
children’s looks, her children’s companion-
ships. However much help Hannah may
have, I think she ought every year, at
least, maka one garment for Samuzl. The
Lord have marcy on a man who is so unfor-
tunate as to have a lazy mother !

Again, Hannah stands before you as ean
intelligent mother. From the way in which
she talked in this chapter, and from the
way she managed this boy, you know she
was intelligent, There are no persons in a
community who need to be so wise and
well-informed as mothera.

Oh ! this work of calture in children for
this world and the next! This child is
timid, and it must be roused up and pushed
out into activity, This child is forward,
and he must be held back and tamed down
into modesty and politeness. Rewards for
one, punishment for another. That which
will make George will ruin John. The rod
is necessary in one case, while a frown of
displeasure is more than enough in another.
Whipping and a dark closet do not exhaust
all the rounds of haman discipline. There
have been children who have grown up and
gone to glory without ever having had
their ears boxed.

Oh !how much eare and intelligence are
necessary in the rearing of children! But
in this day, when there are so many books
on the subject, no parent is excusable in
being ignorant of the best mode of bring-
ing up a child.: If parents knew more of
dietetics there would not be so many
dyspeptic stomachs, and weak nerves, and
incompetent livers among children. If
parents knew more of physiology there
wouid uot be so many curved spines, and
cramped chests, and inflamed throats. and
diseased lungs as there are among children.
If parents knew more of art, and were in
sympathy with all that is beautiful, there
would not be so many children coming out
in the world with boorish proclivities. If
parents knew more of Christ. and practiced
more of His religion, there would not be so
many little feet starting on the wrong road,
and ali around us voices of riot and blas-
phemy would not come up with such
ecstasy of infernal trinmph.

The eaglets in the eyrie have no advan-
tages over the eaglets of a thousand years
ago; the kids have mno superior way of
climbing up the rocks than the old goats
taught hundreds of years ago; the whelps
know more now than did the whelps of
ages ago--they are taught no more by the lions
o the deert; but it is a shame that in this
day, when there are so many opportunities
of improving ourselves in the best manner
of cultivating children, that so often there is
no more advancement in this reapect than
there has been among the kids and the
eaglets and the whelps.

3. Again, Hannah stands before you as a
Christian mother. From her prayers, and
from the way she consscrated her boy to
God, I know that she was good. A mother
may have the fiaest culture, the most bril-
liant surroundings, but she is not fit for
her duties unless she be a Christian mother.
There may be well-read libraries in the
house; and exquisite music in the parlor;
and the canvas of the best artists adorning
the walls; and the wardrobe becrowded
with tasteful apparel; and the children be
wonderful for their attainments, and make
the house ring with laughter and innocent
mirth, but there is something woeful-look-
ing in that house, if it ba not also the resi-
dence of a Christian mother,

I bless God that there are not many
prayerless mothers—not many of them.
The weight of responsibility is so great that
they feel the need of a Divine hand to help,
and a Divine voica to comfort, and a Divine
heart to sympathize. Thousands of mothers
have been led into the kingdom of God by
the hands of their little children. There
were hundreds of mothers who would not
have been Christians had it not been for

the prattle of their little ones. Standing]

some day fn the nursery, they bethought
themselves : *‘* This child God has given me
to raise for eternity. Wkat is my influence
upon it? Not being a Christian mysalf,
how can I ever expect him to become a
Christian? Lord help me !”

Are there anxious mothers, who know
nothing of the infinite help of religion 1
Then I commend them to Hannah, the
pious mother of Samuel. Do not think it
18 absolutely impossible that your children

come up iniquitous. Out of just such fair|

browe, and bright eyes, and soft hands, and
innocent fhearts, crime gets victims—ex-
tirpating purity from the heart,and rubbing
out the smoothness from che brow, and
quenching the lustre of the eye, and
shrivelling up, and poisoning, and putrefy-
ing, and scathing, and sealding, and blast-
ing, and burning with shame and woe.
Every child is a bundle of trewmendous
possibilities; and whether that child shall
come forth to life, its heart attuned to the
eternal harmonies, and after a life of use-
fulness on earth go to a life of joy in
heaven; or whether across it shall jar
eternal discords, and after a life of

wrong-doing on earth it shall go to a
home of impenetrable darkness and an
abyss of immeasurable plunge, is being de-
cided by nursery song and Sabbath lesson,
and evening prayer, and walk, and ride,
and look, and frown, and smile. Oh! hew
many children in glory, crowding all the
battlements, and lifting a million-voiced
hosanna, brought to God through Christian
parentage !

One hundred and twenty clergymen
were together, and they were telling their
experience and their ancestry ; and of the
one hundred and twenty clergymen, how
many of them do you suppose, assigned as
the means of their conversion the influence
of a Christian mother? One hundred out
of the one hundred and twenty ! Philip
Doddridge was brought to God by the
Scripture lesson on the Datch tiles of a
chimney fireplace. The mother thinks she
is only rocking a child, but at the same
time she may be rccking the fate of nations,
rocking the glories of heaven. The same
maternal power that may lift the child up
may press a child down.

A daughter came to a worldly mother and
said she was anxious about her sins, and
she had been praying all night. The
mother said : ‘‘ Oh, stop praying! I don’t
believe in praying. Get over all these reli-
gious notions and I'll give you a dress that
will cost five hundred dollar’, and you may
wear it next week to that party.” The
daunghter took the dress, and she moved in
the gay circle, the gayest of all the gay,
that night; and sure enough, all religious
impressions were gone, and she stopped
praying. A few months after she came to
die, and in her closing moments said :
‘“ Mother, I wish you would bring me that
dress that cost five hundred dollars.” The
mother thought it a very strange request,
but she brought it to please the dying
child. “ Now,” said the daughter,
‘“mother, hang that dress on the foot of
my bed,” and the dress was hung there, on
the foot of the bed. Then the dying girl
got up on one elbow and looked at her
mother, and then pointed to the dress, and
said : ‘“ Mother, that dress is the price of
my soul!” Oh, what a momentous thing
it is to be a mother !

4. Again, and lastly, Hannah stands
before you the rewarded mother. For all
the coats she miade for Samuel, for all the
prayers she offered for him, for the discip-
line exerted over him, she got abundant
compensation in the piety, and the useful-
ness, and the popularity of her son Samuel;
and that is true in all ages. Every mother
gets full pay for all the prayers and tears
in behalf of her children. That man use-
ful in commercial life ; that man promin-
ent in a profession ; that master mechanic
—why, every step he takes in life has an
echo of gladuess in the old heart that long
ago taught him to be a Christian, and heroic
and earnest,

The story of what you have done, or
what you have written, of the influence you
have exerted, has gone back to the old
homestead—for there is some one always
ready to carry good tidings and that story
makes the needle in the old mother’s
tremulous hand fly quicker, and the flail in
the father’'s hand come down upon the
barn floor with a vigorous thump. Parents
love to hear good news from their chil-
dren. Do you send them good news al-
ways !

Look out for the young man who speaks
of his father as the *‘‘governor,” the
“‘squire,” or the ‘‘old chap.” Look out
for the young womean who calls her mother
her ‘‘maternal ancestor,” or the *‘old
woman.” ‘‘The eye that mocketh at his
father, and refuseth to obey his mother,the
ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and
the young eaglet shall eat it.”

God grant that all these parents may
have the great satisfaction of seeing their
children grow up Christians. But oh! the
pang of that mother who, after a life of
street-gadding and gossip retailing, hanging
on the children the fripperies and foliies of
this world, sees those children tossed out on
the sea of life like foam on the wave, or
nonentities in a world where only bravery
and stalwart character can stand the shock!
But blessed be the mother who looks upon
her children as sons and daughters of the
Lord Almighty.

Oh'! the satisfaction of Hannah in see-
ing Samuel serving at the altar ; of Mother
Eunice in seeing Timothy learned in the
Scriptures. That is the mother’s recom-
pense, to see children coming up useful iu
the world, reclaiming the lost, healing the
eick, pitying the ignorant, earnest and use-
ful in every ephere. That throws a new
light back on the old family Bible when-
ever she reads it, and that will be oiat-
ment to soothe the aching limbs of
decrepitude, and light up the closing hours
of life’'s day with the glories of an autumnal
sunset.

There she sits, the old Christian mother,
ripe for heaven. Her eyesight is almost
gone, but the splendors of the Celestial
City kindle up her vision. The gray light
of Heaven’s morn has struck through the
| gray locks which are folded back over the

| wrinkled temples. She stoops very much
{now under the burden of care she used to
| carry for her children. She sits at home,

{too old to find her way to the house of

| God; but while she sits there, all the past
| comes back,and the children that forty years

| ago tripped around her arm-chair wiih their

| griefs, and joys,and sorrows—those children

are gone now. Some caught up into a
| hetter realm, where they shall never die,
| and others ont in the broad world, testing
| the excellency of a Christian mother’s dis-
{cipline. Her last days are full of peace;
{and calmer and sweeter will her spirit be-
| come, until the gates of life shall lift and
|let in the worn-ont pilgrim into eternal
| spring-tide aud youth, where the limbs
| never ache, and the eyes never grow dim,
‘and the staff of the exhausted and decrepit
| pilgrim shall become the palm of the im-
| mortal athlete.
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