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UPEI| Budget’s Causes and Effects
BY TODD MACLEAN

ThisThursday, the pro-
vincial budget comes down,
and will indicate how much
funding will be cut from post-
secondary educationthisyear.

With a debt load of
$850,000, much will be
chopped awayat in order to
break eventhis year, including
university employmentposi-
tions, campus services, and

even academic programs. A
much neededjumponthe “stu-
dent bandwagon”bythe gov-
ernment would be welcomed
greatly in this time ofneed.

“The province continu-
ally screws highereducation,”
said Stephen Ramsay, UPEI
SU VP Finance. “Any tough
financial decision thatthe uni-
versity has to make should be
blamed on the province. The
administration is only given so
much moneytowork with, and
with every percentage point
that’s cut from the total budget,
tuition will have to increase so
much more as well.”

Ramsay said that the
Board ofGovernors will soon
be deciding upon next year’s
tuition costs, once facultycon-
tract negotiations are deter-
mined and once the govern-
ment announces this year’s
grant.

“It [the tuition increase]
could increaseanywhere from
0-12 percent in order to cover
costs, but we’ve already said
that wecan’tdothat,” Ramsay
said. “Looking atthe students,
it’sjust unreasonable.”

John Crossley, UPEI
VP Academic, said that the
government may show con-
cern about rising tuition this
year because of the recent
uproar regarding student pov-
erty.

“Their main concern
wouldbethecostofeducation
for students,” Crossley said.
“The government probably
isn’t all that concerned with

the cutting ofprograms,etcet-
era. There is a general as-
sumptionthatthe grant will be
cut by about four percent.”

According to Crossley,
this year’s debt load has caused
academic “bleeding” in pro-
gramssuch as Classics, Fine
Arts, Math and Spanish. Also,
The Asian Studies program
now has no guarantee of ever

being offered again.
“It’s tough to reduce

resources without damaging
students or overworking pro-
fessors. You just have to look
at where the university can
best afford the bleeding,” he
explained.

Twosessional contracts
were taken away from both
Asian Studies and Classics.

The cutting of courses within
the non-tenured Spanish pro-
gram wasalso unavoidable.

“These year to year pro-
grams are vulnerable during
budget time,” Crossley said.
“The Spanish one was the
hardest decision to make-- it
has the potential nowto really
change how that department
works, but ifit wasn’t Spanish,

it would be somethingelse.”
The debt figure of

$850,000 has been worked
downto about $400,000 so far
this year by cutting some ex-
penditures, but those involved
with writing the budget are
awaiting the government’s
decision onits funding before
determining further financial
actions.
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Jeunesse Canada au travail dans les deux langues officielles...

sur intemet 4 http://rnd.rescol.ca

ou en appelant au 1-800-935-5555

pour obtenir un formulaire dinscnption “e's

Jetinesse Canada au travail

 

«.. dans les deux languesofficielles

Tu veuxun, .
bon emploi cet ete?
Tu peux travailler dans les deux langues officielles?

Tu aimerais découvrir une autre région du Canada tout en
travaillant dans ton domaine d’études?
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... in Both Official Languages

Make the most
of your summer’?

If you can workin both official languages,
Young Canada Works could offer you a summer job
in your field of study and help you discover Canada.

Register now to

Young Canada Works

in Both Official Languages...

on the intemet at http://ngr.schoolnet.ca
or by calling 1-800-935-5555

to receive an application form
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To be assured graduation delivery,
orders must be placed by

March 21, 1998
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