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MISCELLANLIOUS.
TUE STEAM MARINE OF ENGLAND.

The mercantile stewmn marine of Fagland
is increasing with great rapidity, and now
eousists o 77 vesscls, with a gross tonnage
of 883,034 tuns, or (after deducting engine
yoow and space) of the registered tonnage of
591 434 tous. I'he recent Purliamentary re-
turn which gives these figures. also furmished
s number of facts, which are condensed as
foilows (—

« A few years ago iron first begoan to be|

introduced as a material for the construction
of steamers, and already the 1ron steamere in
the British werine are more namerous thep
shose constructed of wood, there being 1391
bailt of iron in the total of 2277
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Calitornia wre ad uirably adapted to the| ———

| growthi of the malberry tree in all its varie-
! ties, to the breeding and feeding of the silk-
worm, snd to the production of silk, more
‘so than almost any European country, owing
to he fertility of the soil and drynees of the
| elimate, giving & peeunliarly rich and nutri-
i(xve eliaracter to the leaves of the mulberry
tree, which imparts a higher, finer, and more
| delicate quality to the silk produced from
| them,
Irities in Earope show that the Cahfornia

| lyzed, and compared with European silk,
’provcs tu be of the very best quality.
———

A HorrisLe Criue —7The Court of Assizes

steamers. | of the Q1se has just tried two brothers, named |

Certificates from the highest autho- |

silk, after being fully tested, carefully ana-|

BEFORE PEIERSBURG.
HEeapquarrers oF T Arxy, Sept. 30.—
Bvening. — It having been determined by

Gen, Meade to make an attack on the ene. |

| my’s right flank, southwest of Petersburg,
.the troops selected for that purpose were
massed near the Weldon Railroad for this
morning.
Petersburg, a skirmish took place, in which
the Federals lost 100 men, but elaim to have
driven the enemy from their position.
After veforming our lines, another charge
| was made, when the rebels were forced back
| halt & wmile further, where they took a still

| stronger position and made a desperate resist-'

|ance to our advance, the Jth corps baving
the advance.

Apd & pew material is coming jnto use in| Pierre and Louws Petel, the former charged| throwing a force around the Pegram House

the building of steamers, namely, steel. The
wuwmber of vessels formed of sieel at present

| with attempting to murder his own mother,
I'a widow, residing at Venetta, and the latter

| on its lett, and threatened to turn our flack,
| but Gen. Griffich's division being st hand,

only amounts to four or five ; butit v thought | with being the instigator of t e crime. About| they were checked. The fighting was of the

prodable that the nuwmber of vessels coo-
wirected of this materinl will
swalier quantity ot steel (indeed, not more
than one buil) being required to give the

same amount ot strength io resisting shocks |

und blows than is required of iron. lo one

vase there is o cowbination of steel plates, | of greatexcitement, Matton und bis wife gave | |5 54 o o warks

with iron beams.

It is ulso only a few years since the first
screw steamer was constructed in Eng]and,
und already cousiderably more than one-

third ot the stedwers in the wmercantile nmrinci tng & chord with a slip knot round her neck, ‘ nearly all ot their troops towards Richmond
ol this country are propelled by the serew. | but that she had managed to get her hand! but brought some back this morniu

According to the return just published, the

nuwber ol screw steawers ut the beginning |
of the present year wus soven hundred and |gisted her assailent as well as she could. |

| three 1n the morning of the 23rd of May lust,

| ton, was awakened by Widow Petel, who
told him that an attempt had been made to
murder her during the night. The poor wo-
| wan being covered with hived and in a state

| her every assistance 1u their power, and as
| soon ae she was able she told them thut o per-
,auu had entered her bedroom at midnight,
land had ettempted to strangle Ler by put-

{nto the noose so as to prevent complete
strangulation, She eried tor help, and re.

most desperate cheracter, and continued un-

incregse—a | the guard ebumpetre of Venetta, numed Mat- til after dark, our men holding at that time

|all the ground they had taken frem the
|enemy. Our loss will amount to about 500,
| while that of the rebels is probably nat so
| large, as they fought nearly all the time be-
Very little artillery was
]us"d on our side, the woods being too dense
for that purpose.
[ Contrabands who have come into our lines
‘-my that the rebels yesterday withdrew

Z, in-

| cluding all the LHlome Gaard.

it is believed that we shall take Petersburg

mpety-two. The sige of the steumers ¢m-| but he thrust a handkerchief into ber mouth ‘ during the day, such is the confidence of our

ployed in the trade of England varies from | o stop her cries, and then pulled the cord|

50 ions 10 10915 tons — the last being, of
euurse, the tonnage of the Great Eastern.
« Newurly the wiole of the ‘rade between

| with such violesee that she was drawn off
the bed and fell on the floor in a tainting fit.
| The murderer, thinking her dead, took the

troops. The prisoners taken belong to the
| 7th Confederate cavalry, dismounted. Among
| them 18 a Major and six comwissioned officers.

Great Briwio snd Ireland, und a very consi- | handkerchief (rom her mouth and fled.  She ' THE BATTLE AT LAUREL HILL ~

derable portion of trade around the eousts of
the three kingdome, is now curried on by

means of steamers. The number of steam-| Louis had twice tried to poison her, and that |
vessels employed in these branches of trade the motive for these crimes was her sons’ de-|
way be taken at something like 1800, There | sire to cbtain possession of her house and |

should also be included under this head
nearly the whole of the steamers employed
in she srade with France, Belgiom, and Hol-
land, sod a portion of those ewployed in the
trade with the Atlentic ports of the Penin-
suls, and in the trade with Germany, Den-
mark and the Baltic.

« The muomber of steamers employed in
what may be ealled ocean treflic amounted to
four bundred and seventy-seven at the com-
weocement of the present year. and may be
wafely tuken at upwards ot five hundred at
the present tuwe. These vesscls may be di-
vidad into four clusses, accord ng to their
tonnage. The fir-t of these elusees consists
of vessels of trom five hundred 1o one thou-

sand wne. These amounted at the beginning

of the present year o two Lundeed und|near North Shields, England, on the Tth m.al

wikty-eight, and wclude a large portion of
the sieamers ewployed in the trude with the
Mediterrunean, the Adriatie, the Black Sea,
the Baltic, and the Hanse Townsof Germany

* The vessels which may be considered
ocean steamers, in the strict #-nse of

tons. The steamers of this elass, from 1000
to 2000 tous burden, smounted 10 158. In
this nusaber were a few of the stcamers em-
ployed i the trade with America. When
thut trade commenced, vessels ol 1200 tons)
were considered sufliciently large, and that

was the size of the steamers in the original

Curard cuvntraet. But the stewmers em-
ployed in the trade with America havs in-

creased in mwagnitude every three or four|
years, and there are pow 30 vessels of up-

wards of 2000 tons ew ployed in heeping up

the cowmunicution fur the mails und first-

cluss passengzers between Europe and Ame-|
rica. Thne sumber of vessels of from 2000 to |
3000 tone 19 stated in the return to be 48 ;

und the number above 3000 tons 19 stated to
be 7. But this class of vessels is inereasing

rapdly, wod these figures fall ¢ nsiderably

sbort of the real puwber of steauizrs of this
class nuw on the ocean.

*+ Ths Great Eastern is still far ahead of
all other vessels, lier tonnage being not less
than 14,915 wne. Bat she has been too en-
tortunate asa commercial speculation to give
rise t¢ any imitations. The largest class ol
stewers that have hitherto becn employed |
with profit and advantage scarcely rise to the |
waguitude of 4000 tons. In the warlike
marine of England one or two vessels have|
bLeen constructed of the magnitude of 6600
side.”

Aa Eoglish paper adds that *“ it is impos-
sble to comsider the above facts without
ceming to the conclusion that the introduc-
tivn of steam navigation, lollowed. as it has
beean, by the applcation of iron to the pur-
poses of shipbuilding, and the 1wiroduction
of the screw 1n the place of the pacdle-wheel,
have given fresh iwpulse and an additional
sceunty for the paval greatness of the coun-
try. lrom stexmers are in futare to rule the

| were ail killed. Fortunately, the explosion |

the | where a large number of men were at work.
term, are vessels of between 1000 and 4000 Up to Thursday evening the bodies had not

| made to get at them. | U : ¢ . '
e | the Newmarket road just beyond Laarel |belonging to Longstreet’s corps. Some ol

< | 1ill Chareh, and their guns sweep the roads | them are fine looking young men, and pre-

|added that sbe believed her youngest son
Pierre to be the criminal ; that hee elder son

| property. Pierre, who was in the service ol
| & farmer in Compiegne was at onee arrested,
and on his person was found a handkerchiet
| stained with blood, as were his own clothes
It was likewise proved by his master that he
was absent part of the night from the farm
: Before the examining magistrate Pierre had
coufessed his guilt, and stated that he had
| commitred the erime at the suggestion of his
| brother, who had tricd to poison their mother,
| but failed. As this coniession was supported
| by collateral evidence, the jury found both
prisoners guilty, but with extenuating cir-
cumstunces, and the Court accordingly sen-
| tenced them to hard labour for life.
L Ll s

A trightful aecident occarred in a Colliery

| stant.  While eighteen men and boys were
| at work in a portioa of the Seghile Colliery, |
the gay suddenly fired, and in a mowment they |

did not extend to other parts of the pit,|

been reovered, but every exertion was being

AN TR R

It is expected that General Doyle, who is |
now in the States, will visit Canada, and pro- |
ceed to Waeashington, and perbaps to Gen. |

Grant's army, betore his return 10 Nova Seo. | 10 his front by a general assault, reconnoiter- |
. y, be : \ Seo- |

tia. It 19 thought he will be at Quebee dur-|
ing the Conference. What, with Lord|
Lyons, Lord Monck, the General, McKay of |
the London Times, and Day of the London
Post, there wul be quite a distinguished co-
terie on hand at the Intercolonial gathering.
fa R ARBE TR

Tt is stated in o Canada paper that both
Messrs. Cauchon and MeGee have declared |
the question of contederation will be submit- E
ted to a vote of the people. Their ministe-
rial declaration took place at the hustings,
oun the election by acclamation of the Hon |
Louis Renaud for Sulabary Division. Itdoes

not appear whether the intimation signifies | ¢

that & new Parliamentary election simply
will b8 held, or whether every elector
throughout Upper and Lower Canada will be |
called upon to declare his preference.

e — -
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We regret to learn that the house of Mr
Samuel Hamilton, of Kemptville, County ot}
Yarmouth, a few nights ago, was consumed |
by fire ; and, sad to relate, his wite and threc |
daughters fell vietims to the flames.

-
AID FOR THE SOUTH.—The Charleston Courier
of the 20rd ult. remarks: —** An agreement has

been effected between the rebel goveroment and
a commissioner representing a eeriain European
population, by which 30,000 soldiers will be added
to the rebel armies.  The consideration is a grant
of lands, but where these lands are located s much
indoubt. Tt i intimated that they will come from
Poland.” We were inforwed some months sinee
that such an arrangement was about being made

ocear in the place of those vessels buili of
heart of oak, sn which Nelson nud Blake
guined their wictories ; and the

which carries the building of iron vessels w|
the grestest perfcction will be the cuumryf

thst will rale the seas.”
B ——

Fraruer Reveramions. — The Courier des
Eleer Untz, of e 16ch instant, contains an-
osber letter showing bow Massachusetis fills
ber quota of wen tor the Federal wrwy, It
felly coiroborates Lhe statements jreviously
wade, and adds that on Wednesday last the
ship Guerlund, which left Antwerp with 251

ssengers, anchored outside the haroor of

wtou. Three steamers with U, 5 soldiers
on board jomed the Guerland thore. The
Belgian sud French passengers on board were
requeated to sign a paper written in English,
which was notiung else than an sgreement
tv enhist. They were iuformed that they
would po longer be fed on board their vessel,
bat that they would be sent on hoard the
steawers lying near, where dinner was read;
for them. They demanded to be landed 1o
Be oo, but this was peremptorily refused.
After sowe twenty-four bours resistance,
comypelled by buuger, aud surrcunded by
scidiers, 220 passcngers signed the paper
and were transported to the fort, where they
had to put on uniforms, notwithstanding

tieir unsoimous protests. Three of thos.

who had migned, persisted in their refusal t
wmareh. They were woned aud scut to an
island pear by. Their names are Sinert,
& Frenchman, Albrecirt and Verbeyden,

Belgians. About thirty refused to sign, an ¥

were Janded at Boston at their own expense,
where they lefu for New York.
-

Amgrica Cowparep with lstoric Bar
TLs — lu five days the Federals lave, it ap-
pears, lust 40, thousand men o killed, wound-
ed and skedaddled; this 18 about 8 000 a duy,
» dreadiul number, certainly. Bat at W
terloe, the total loss of the allied army in
killed, wounded and wissing, was 22,976 in
one duy ; at Urecy, we slew 30.000 of th
Freneh private men, and nearly 3 000 nobles
und kwights, o one May, and took three
erowned kings prisoners; and at Yenheim,
Marlborough slew 27 000 allies, snd ook
13,000 prisoners.—lllustrated News
-

New Zgataxp. — Melbourne papers say
that the prospects of peace in New Zoalund
scemn od inr removed as ever.  After the ve-
verse sastuined by our arms the nat ves wer
®) elnied that they sent a written ¢hallange
to the British Commancer at Taurav zs. Col
Creer replied by marehing out to the native
pusition with an Armstrong gun, a six pound-
er, and 70U wen of the 43d and 68th . and lst
Wauikaito militia regiments.  The natives
bud only formed s single line of rifle pits, bat
they commenced the uttack. The whole al-
faar only occupied a few minutes.  Che loss
ol vur side smounted to 10 killed, and 40
wounded. The Maorig had 204 killed and
wounded, a larger number than has (allen i
uny vne cogagement during the war.  Thei

primeipal ehief wnd leader, Kawiri, was
numongst the killed, besides several oiher in-
fluential chiels.

B —— e —
'l'ho_ Prince and Princess of Walw have
wet, it would appear, with the chiiliest of

reevplivim from their Danish relatives. I

Copenbagen there did not exist the slightes
lutention to mecord a welcowe of any sors.

P—— A B .

tatwn came belore the Liyer

shat the wile actualiv
# vhsold the clothes o get driuk.

A case o Jamentuple dissipation e1d desti-

Aa inquest wus held un the h:‘l;.‘w a -sn.

who died frow [reumonia, and 1t ippeared
stripped the dead

and that 40,000 Poles would, in all probability, scon
be added to the army of the Contederacy.  The

country | appeal of the Polizh delegation, pubhisked in the

Wilmington papers, subsequently confi rmed this
We have sinece been told that the Coufederate
Government have given orders forthe completion
{ of some fifty switt steawers in Fogland, sunilar
| to the Colonel Lamb, now in port, m order to
bring those toreigners to the Soeuth, through the
bluekude.— Halifax Paper.

il
TexNysoN oN THE Poriticar axp MiLitary
Sirvartion.'— Correspondents bave ever suc-

ceeded in laying Tennyson under tribute to
the eausa, llere is a bunch of posies culled
from ** The lady of Shalott’’ and ** Maud ;"

THE CROPS OF THE SHENANDOAH.

Ouly reapers, reaping Early

In among the bearded burley,
Hear a souyg that es vhicerly
From the river winding clearly.

PRESIDENT LINCOLN.

Ah, God, for a man with heart, head, hand,
Like sorse of the simple great one's gone
For ever and ever by ;
Oue still stroug man in a blatant land ;
Whatever they eall him, what care | ;
Aristocrat, democrat, autocrat—one
Who can rule and dare not lie.

¢t CoNCILIATORY MEaNs.”” — The proposa!
by the Democrats tostop fighting the rebels.
and look sweetly at them, and talk soh
words, reminds some one of the fullowing
verse [rom a somewhat popular work :

ey

There wus an old man who said, “ How
Shall I tlee from tiiis horrible cow 7
L will sit on the stile,
And continue to swile,
Which may soften the heart of this cow.”
PSRRI

Mr. Lincoln has wmanaged, during the
three years he has been in offico,to swell the
public debt of the Unéed States to about
seven hundred million do'lars more than th
whole expenses of the Government from the
Declaration of the independence to March 4,
1861. Can we afford such a President for
four years wore?--N., V. World.

S el ettt

A Crystal Palace has been opened at Am-
sterdam with great solemnity, and in the
presence of iehabitants from all parts of Hol-
land. Toe model of Sic Joseph Puxton’s
strocture of 1851 has been adopted wiib
much success.

-

Turoar Diseases. — We would call atten-
tion to * Brown's Bronehial Troches We have
tound them officactous in allaymg Teritation in the
Uhroat and Bronehia, and would commend them
to the attention of Public Speakers and othors
troubled with atfections of the Throat.  They are
dse an exeellent remedy tor Foarseness resulting
{row cold —Congregationalist, Boston.

— .

The statisties ot the wnport of petroleum
oil, received from Liverpool, show wbat u
very important trade it has become. Ame-
rics has exported 194 millions of gullons thie
year, as against a lidle more than 20 mil
lions last year A large proportion of the
exports eome to the United Kingdow.

—_———ee —

RENEWED WIS AGr.—1he most wonderful re-
sults are produced by the use of Mirs. 8. A
ALLes's World’s Hair Restorer and Zylobal
s, for Hair Dressing They never fail to
vestore, invigorate and beautify the hair; youth
renewed.  No more grey haire,  The bair s re-
stored un)bnl«l spots. 1l uparts a delightful frag-
ranece, Ou can procure thew at any Druggist's.

W.R \\'llwn.pAgrnt for P. L, lu{nnd. -
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A submarine cabie between Oranto and

Valous hus been completed. The previous
attempt in February last was unsuceessful
on |elcounl lf:fhuv»,-n gales, which drove the
vessel vut of her course, and caused the end
of the cable to be lost. | :

A London je'eunr. Las

bought a
found in the river Fsk, Seotln‘::i: for ,m)'(ln'

It weighed twenty.seven grains,

i DREADFUL SLAUGHTER.

New York, Oct. 2. — The flerald's 10th
corps currcspuudcut, :lpc.tkll\;: of the o]-el‘il-
tions of that corps in its advance on Rich-
| mond, says the corps broke camp at 3 P. M.
[on the 28ch, and by a rapid march reached
|and crossed the James at daylight on the
| 20th. At Deep Botrom, immediately on ad-
| vancing, they met the enemy and sgirmish-
| ing up the roads and across the fields until
near Newmarket road. This road was occu-
pied by the enemy, who were strongly in
trenched on a height, and our advance v as
obstinately contested. The colored troops,
under Gen. Paine, were ordered to ecarry
| this position. They never halted or faltered,
| though their ranks were sadly thinned as
[ they advanced. The successful accomplish-
ment of their task put the enewmy to contusion
and sent them rapidly up the road towards
Richmond.

Three miles above Newmarket the enemy
iave very strong works, but Gen. Birney
pressed his advantage, and parsued the re-
treating rebels 8o closely that they could not
stop to reform in this work. Two miles lur-
her on the rebels have a strong line of re-
doubts, perfect in their character, carrying

tervals that it is impossitle to force a column
of troops through them. These works eross

in all directions. Gen, Birney at onea de-
termined to carry such of these works as lay

ing the ground himself amid a storm ol
shells I have never scen surpassed. The as-
sault was made at 2 P. M., the men cheer-
ing and starting on the run. They were
met with & muderous fire of grape and cun-
nister and unceasing volleys of wusketrythat
worked terrmible havoe in their ranks ; still
unflinchingly they held their way. In
erossing an intervening erest of open land
they were exposed to a frightful enfilading
fire of artillery, and the cusualties were ter-
rible. Sull the lina pressed forward.  On
approaching the redoubts they were found
even more lormidable than at first supposed
perfect abatus beld them at bay while
the rebel infantry literally mwowed them
down.

The forts were sarrounded by a diteh R
feet deep, inte which some of the colored
troops leaped only to find themselves hemmed
in with no door of escape. The works had
no sally ports, and were accessible only by
drawbridgzes over the ditches; and these of
conrse were drawn up. The line was then
withdrawn to the [urther side of the crest
which pusition was held until night, when a
demonstration was made agamst the works
of the diteh in which our men were cooped

esvnp-‘.

Tuough an advance up the road from hali
to three quarters of a mile was .H'C'Hllplh’wd.
it cost us dearly. The corps lost over 500
men in killed and wounded.

At the same time this was going on Gen.
Kautz's cavalry dashed boldly up to the very
gutes of Richmond, whien fact he reported w
Gen Batler, who at once despatched a divi-
sion of infantry to his supjort. This divi-
sion marc¢hed unresisted to within masket
range of the city, and probably might have
marched into the rehel eity, though it was
clear they conld not have held it. On ar-
riving in the suburbs of the city they found
that Gen. Kautz had withdrawn for a wise
purpose. The division was then ordered
to return.

LATER.

New Yorg, Oct. 2 —The [erald’s corres-
pondent at Butler's headquarters writes,
under date of Sept. 30 :—** Early yesterday
morning Gen. Butler had captured all the
tortfications save one immediately oppesite
Fort Darling, and we still hold them, not-
withstanding the vigorous shelling by the re-
bel rams.  The fact that one of our hospitals
was located within three miles of the civy
throughout yesterday is significant.

GENERAL SHERIDAN.

War DEPARTMENT,
Washington, Oct. 1, 1804.
To Major General Diz :

The tollowing despatches from Major Gen
Sheridan, detailing bis successful operations
since the last report, have just been received :

Harrisonsura, Va, Sept 29, 7 30 » o,
To Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, Va:

In my last dispatch 1 mformed you that 1
pressed Early as closely as [ could through
Newmarket, at the same time sending cavalry
around his flank, that he gave up the valley
and took to the mountains, passing through
Brown's Gap. [ kept up the pursuit to
Port Republic. destroying seventy-five wag-
gons and four eaissons.

I sent Gen. Torbett, who overtook me at
[larrisonburg, to Staunton with Wilson’s
division of cavalry and one brigade of Mer-
ritt's. Torbett entered Staunton ou the 26Gth,
and destroyed a large quantity of rebel go-
vernment property, harness, small arms, hard
bread, flour, repair shops, &c. He then
proceeded to Wayneshoro®, destroyiug the
wron bridge over the south branch of the
Shenandeah, seven miles of track, the depot
building, government tannery, and a large
amount of leather, flour, stores, &e.

A that place he found the tunnel defended
by infantry, and retired via Staunton.

My impression is that most of the troops
which Early had left passed through the
mountains in Charlottsville, Kershaw's di-
vision came to his assistance, and [ think
passed along the west base of the mountaius
to Wayneshoro’.

1 am getung from twenty-five to forty pri-
soners dutly, who come in from the moun-
tains ou each side and deliver themselves up

From the most reliable accounts Early's
army was completely broken up. Kershaw
had not reached Richmond, but was scme-
where in the vicinity of Gordonsville, where
he received orders te rejoin Karly.

The destruction of the grain and forage
from here t) Staunton will be a terrible blow
to them. All the grain, forage, &e., in the
viemnity of Staunton was retained for the use
of Barly’s army. All in the lower part ot
the valley was shipped to Ricbhmond for the
use of Lee’s army. Tue country from Lere
to Staunton was abundantly supplied with
forage, grain, &e.

(Signed)

P. . Sarrivax,
Major General.

The statement of Sheridan and the account
in the Richmond papers, concerning the
affair ot Brown's Gap, do not agree. Doth
cannot be right, Here is the Coalederate
account [—

Upon reaching a point 4 miles of |

ere the rebels succeeded in |ger

A heavy battle is expected to-morrow, nnd‘

up, thus giving them an opportunity to |

l DEFEAT OF SHERIDAN.

| New York, Oct. 1. — The Bichmond Fxr-
laminer of the 28th says, n man who lelt
| Barly's army on Monday night reports that
Sheridan atfacked Early at Brown's Gap on
‘.\lunduy. and was repulsed.  The rebels then
assumed the offepsive, and attacked and
drove Sheridan’s foree back six miles, to
Port Republic, and it was b:lieved, across
the Shenandoah river. This statement, the
| Examiner says, is confirmed by a large num-
ber of persons from Greenwood and other
points nearest Brown's Gap ; still there was
no official intelligence of the fact. Brown’'s
Gap, or Cove, is in the Blue Ridge, directly
east of Staunton, and was a hole, or strong-
hoid, into which Jackson alwaye withdrew
whenever the Union forces pressed him dan-
ously, and the Examiner says he always
emerged from it to conquer.

THE FEDERAL DEFEAT AT RICHMOND-

In e FisLp »Ear Aiken's LavpiNne—
Qcr. 7—6.40 P. M.—Quite u severe engage-
ment took place this morning between a
force of the enemy and our (Federal) troops,
on the north side of the James river, in which
we suffered considerable loss in men and mu-
terial, including two batteries of four guns
each, besides Leing driven back from the ad-
vance position gained ten days ago. 1t will
be remembered that our troops crossed the
jJauucs river at that time, und succeeded in
[driving the enemy from the lower part of
Clapin's Bluff, tuking several guuns and a
number of prisoners. An attempt was after-
wards made by the rebels to recapture the
lost ground, bat it failed. Our arwy at
once entrenched itself there,and since that
time has evnsidered its position perfectly se-
cure.

A force of cavalry under Gen. Kautz co-
operated in all the movements there, and was
reported at one time as being within a mile
or two of Richmond, but had to fall back.
Since then he has been protecting the flank
of thearmy, his men being 8o strung out that
they presented rather a weak line to the foe.

About 6 o’clock this morning a sudden at-
tack was made on this cavalry force from
nearly every direction, and altbough they
werecompletely taken by surprise, it is said
they made every effort to hold their ground,
but were finally forced o retreat, leaving
two batteries without support, the guns ot
which fell into the enemy’s bande. They
were the 4th Wis. and battery B of the Ist
United States. The latter was commanded
by Lieut. Hill, who is said to bhave fired all
hisammunition, and then finding thathe could
not get all hus guos off, spiked them. The
engagement commenced on the Darbgtown
road, and was continued on the Newmark-t
road, near which the right of the 10th corps
reachied. 'The resuit on this part of the line
was 80 desperate that it also was forced back
some distunce.  But the ground wos after-
wards recovered with heavy loss to the ene-
my. This ended the engagement, although
preket firing continued all day.

Our losses are not known, but must have
| been considerable, as some of our cavalry
| were completely surrounded.  Gen. Cautz 18

|
|
|

| heavy artdlory. and located at sach brier in- |8aid to have been cuptared, but succeeded in

\’luukmg his escape. The enemy’s loss is se-
|vere. We took about 700 prisoners, mostly

|sent the appearance of having been lately
[culled into the service.

| FROM SOUTHERN SOURCES.

: A rebel despateh dated 4eh instant, say
it 18 positively reported that Hood holds th
| railroad between Vining and Marietta, in th
|rear ol Sherman.
say Sherman will be obliged, in a few days,
to swbandon Atlanta and tight bis way out.
{ A Union prisoner reports ¢hat no trains Lad
arrived at Atlunta for six days.

in Southwestern Virginia, claims a vietory
jon the 24 iust.
Burbridge at Saltville.  Fehols says Bur-
bridze Jeit s killod and wounded bebind
Among them was a brigadier general and a
[ good many officers,
{bered six thousand . among whom wore seve-
| ral negro regziments, which were budly cut
up. e says bis forecs on the 3d were in
| hot pursait. .

| The Richmond Eraminer of the 6th says !
 Barly's ndvance 18 beyond Mount Crawiord.
the enemy reuring to  Harisonbrg,  Tlhe
| Yankees are in strong eavairy loree at Rap-
pahannock Station, wnd are rebuilding the
rasddroad bridge, and ‘it is estimated that
| ~heridan intends taking Gordonsville by sud-
denly withdrawing from Early 's front. The
[ rebutlding of the Rappabannock bridge is to
[ furnish communication with the depot ol
supplies at Alexandria or Muanassas.

The rebel Col. Witeher has returned from
vraid into West Virginia, with 300 prison-
ers, 500 horses and 200 beef cottf@ 1o des-

- 1 T, P
troyed a wiltion ol dollars worth of Yankee
stores at six different towns. He sustained
no loss.

The Governor of Alabama, in his message
to the Legislature, esays: * This
straggle now going on in Georgia, H no idle
spectacle to Alabawians. If Georgia 18 per-
mitted to be overrun und devastated by Sher-
man's ruthless columnps, the fate of Alabama
will be read in the desolated homes and
starving women and children of our eister
State.’”’ He therefore recommendsthe amend-
ment of the militia law, 8o as to include ali
persons exempted from the Confederate ser-
vice able to bear arms, and all between the
ages of sixteen and filty-tive.

Gen. Lee reports that 900 prisoners were
captured from General Grant in the fight at
Peebles’ Farm, on Friday, 30th ult.  The
Examiner affirms that the Confederates did
not lose more than 400 men killed and
wounded in the attempt to recapture Fort
Harrison on Satarday.

THE SHENANDOAN VALLEY.
The New York Herald gives the (ullowing
picture of affairs in that region : —

We have important and exci'ing intelli-
genee from General Sheridan. He commenced
woving back down the valley from Harrison-
burg on Tharsday last, and was followed by
the rebel cavalry under Rosser. On Satur-
day he de-med 1t best, he says, to make one
day’s delay, in order to * settie the new
cavalry General.””  An attack by Union
cavalry was, therefore, ordered at daylight,
and was most handsomely executed. The
rebels were driven back as before the force
of a tornado by the impetuous onset ol
Custer's and Merritt’s men, and three hun-
dred prisoners, eleven piceesof artillery, cas-
sions, battery forge, forty-seven wagons,
ambulances, &e., were taken from them
['he headquarters wagons of the rebel Gen-
erals Rosser, Lomsx and Colonel Pollard
were among the eaptured. The enemy were
{ollowed by our wen on the jump for twenty-
sx miles. Tue eleven picces of artillery
¢ .ptured make thirty-six in all tiken from
the rebels by Sheridan’s soldier’s since the
commencement of the campaigo, on the 19th
alt. Ilis army is now at Siratsburg, after
having overwhelwingly defeated the enemy
in every engagement he has had, and made
pretty complete destruction of everything in
the way of subsistence thioughout the valley
that could be of service to them. In a des-
pateh from Woodstock, on Friday last, he
deseribes his recent operations.

He says thut he has destroyed in the She-
nandoab, Luray and Little Fort valleys, over
two thousand barns filled with wheat, hay
und farming implements, and over seventy
wills filled with four and wheat. He has
obtained a very large nuwber of horses, has
driven four herds ol stock before the army,
and has killed and issued to it about three
thousand sheep. This destruction and this
spoliation are in accordance with the instruc-
| tions of Gen. Grant, who finds in these severe
weasures the only preventive of the enemy s
perodical eursions dowa the valley, whieh
he is determined shall be stopped. General
|Sheridan says he bas rendered the entire
country through which be has passed unten-
able to the rebel arwy, and has wade the in-
habitants sick of the war, which before they
were not, owing to the abundance in the
midst of which they were living.  These are
che people, many of whom had protection
papers from former commanders ot our forees,
who have for some time been bushwhacking
every Union traiu and swall party passing
along their roads. Railroad communication
through from Alexandria to Stratsburg will

Military men at Griflio |

Gon. Echols, eommanding the rebel foree |

over the Union forees under |

I'he Union forees nam- |

feartul |

-
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of fire™ was obsersed to fall from the elouds into Queskc, Oct 4. House is a tertile subject o discussion.  Some fus
the harbour near the Narrows, Some seamen It is ramoured that the principles of Fede- { vour election tor a teri of years by the )“"'1": '
on board a vessel at MacBride’s were injured by | pation are agreed upon The Lower House fotherapeniar, twikavu:thols, slottiv Seatnbl tes
the fluid, and sowme children ut Signal-uill were S “‘" N A |' ~paeiigrey _: Local Legislatores; Mul..1.u|,...'-‘;.u:.1.. advocate
St . w presentation by popuintion. PPer ouss | e appoistwent tor lite by the Crown, apon the
slightly scathed ; but as yet we have heard of no- to ‘be by fixed’ redrese f. St | - i
i Tatat rod- they: SAGt o TR SiB MRy o this) o Sosane- ‘“l‘””' "[u“_"" or euch of UH‘; adviee of the Ministry of the day.  The solotion
Berauht. ‘h”_ o Shelet Gine it Insted, that Y c\'l\-r I‘ruv.mveu. T'he details of gn'lnorxt'l‘ Constitu- | may be fourd ina compromise of these views.
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The dwelling house of a wan named Cleary, "SEmony, peayaus. Zi';"“‘“‘]-bl.“" “'."l”""""""”""' of the Crown being
‘.(ilu;m' on the Wiite Hills, was destroyed by fire | = S — — | . l”"‘ -‘l,“"l;'"“ymmqm“"" possessing the eou-
veferday wmorning.  The fire was emmmuni- — - ‘“‘.'J'.“"" ,"l_ l"‘ 'i'"_"’,'"l'l hority ituted
cated by a spark frow the chimney lodging on @l‘c Q‘:xul‘t"tﬂr } 3 "' > "' i ""y”" u.l.t hority thuk constituted
the roof, whick the high wind prevailing watted e would obviously be f"""“'"‘"l all questions of
into a blaze. T — hd __| 'rade, Navigation, Carrency, Bouking, General
e » Taxation, Bavkruptey and Criminal Law. It
The ““‘"’U“"‘.“'“".‘_ the Labrader 1 ‘-‘l""'.‘_ are Charlottetown, October 17, 1864. | would have control of the Militia and Defence, of
conflicting. It is believed that the eateh will be Coinage, Weights and Measures, Light-Houses,
uuder an average. | Sea Fisheries, Letters Patent and Copyright, Na-
s TR y L | L,
LATER, 3 > fHE INTER-COLONIAL CONFER- | turalization, the Census, the Postal Serviee, In-
The codfishery has been a failure this sea- wigration, [ntercolonial Works, &e. <« 3

son. The shore voyages are over, resulting
in the emallest cateh on record, and news
from Labrador show that the catch is far be-
low the avernge. The Herring fishiry at Lu-
brador is also a complete failure, the catch
being very ineonsiderable. I'he exports look
larger this year thau last, but then the
greater part has been old fish.  Breadstuffs
are scarce and rising in price.

——————-—r—————

EROM BERMUDA.

The Royal Muil steamer Alpha arrived at
Halifax on Wednesday afternoon, with Ber-
muda da‘es to the 1st inst.

The statements made in the papers relative
to the fever are unsatisfuctory. In some
parts of the Island the epidemic seems to be
dying out, while in other piaces it is raging
with violence. The Advocaie, published at
St. G-orge's, remarks : —

¢ Ag far as our Town is coneerned, we are
happy to be able to repeat the news of last
week. This makes the second week during
which St. George's has been without a single
case of fever. The last that was sent to the
hospital was on the 2d instant, A few cases
are oceasionally to be found among the ship-
ping, and the utwost precazutions must con-
tinue to be observed in reference to the ex-
amination of vesseis entering the port. The
best proof of the vast improvewent which
has taken place among the military may be
found in the fact that on Mouday the number
in the Military lospital was jost twenty-
three. 'The cases in the Pendle ilill Hospi-
tal are three. In short, if the troopsare kept
in sithations where they can enjoy a lree
percolation of air until the hot days have
ceased, and for some time after, and if doe
vigilance is exercised over vessels entering
the port, we may fairly consider that St.
George's will rapidly regain its ordinary con-
dition of health. But whilsi we are losing
the pest, the rest of the Islunds seem to be
picking it up. Hawilton, there is no doubt,
18 severely.”

H. M. ship Barraeouta, from Jamaiva, via
Bermuda, arrived at Halifax on Saturda
night last. We regret to learn by the ar-
rival of this vessel, that the yellow fever con-
tinues to rage extensively in certain portions
of the Island.  The fever is very bmfuc lre-
land lsland and Hamilton, and the deaths
averaged about four a day at the Naval Hos.
pital.  Dr. Richards, who volunteered (rom
. M. Ship Galutea, died four days after
that vessel lelt Bermuda for Haulifax,

The fever is reported to huve got in
amongst the negroes, who have hitherto es-
caped thejravages of this fearful epidemic
and it 18 feared that there will be & ¢ nsider.
able lcss of lite among them. It seems
strange, but nevertheless it is a fact, that
while the approach of cold weather is favour-
lblg tothe white patient, it hasa directly op
posite effect on the negro, and that is the
reason fears are entertained for the colored
population. The Barracouta brought no pa-

Eiru, consequently the intelligence we give

be completed in a few daye. Thesoldiers in

8 been received from gentlemen belongin
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The mamer in which the Loeal Legislatures
ghould be coustructed, affords scope for debate.
There are those who advocate for each section

In obedience to a sunmons from His Excel-| two Legislative Chambers, while others prefer

leney the Governor General, Delegates from t]u-i one Chmober. Some are for an Executive Go-

Maritime Provinees arrived in Quebee, and met,
in the Parlianent Buildings, in Conference to-
day. The whole Canadian Ministry were pre-
sent, and the Premier, Sir Etieune P. Tache,
was unanimously chosen President. Sir Etienne
is a very venerable French gentleman, of perhaps
more than 70 years—of most pleasing manners—
of great business habits, and evidently of cousi-
derable ability.
meut are gentlewen, on the whole, distinguished
but especially Messrs. J. A. MeDonald, Cartier,
MeGee and Brown.  The Delegates from all the
Provinces are as fellows:—
CANADA.
Sir Etienne P. Tache, Premier,
Hon. J. A. McDonald, Atty. Gen. West,
Hon. G. E. Cartier, Atty. Gen. East.
Hon. W, MeDougall, Prov. Seeretary,
Hou. George Browu, Presideat of Executive
Counel,
Hon. A. T. Galt, Financial Minister.
Hon. A. Campbell, Comr. of Crewn Lands,
Hou. Oliver Mowatt, Postinaster General,
Hou. Hector Langevin, Solicitor General Fast.
Hon. Jawes Cockburn, Solicitoi General West.
Hou. T. D’Arcy McGee, Minister of Agricul-
ture,
J. C. Chapais, Comwmis, Public Works.
NOVA SCOTIA,
Dr. Tupper, Provincial Seeretary
W. A. Henry, Attorney General,
R. B. Dickey.
Jonathan MeCully.
A. G. Arelubald.
NEW BRUNSWICK.
S. L. Tilley, Provincisl Secretary.
Mr. Johuston, Attorney Geueral.
Peter Mitehell,
Mr. Fisher.
E. Chandler.
W. H. Steeves,
Johin H. Gray.
NEWFOUNDLAND,
Fredk. Carter, Speaker of the House of
Assembly.
Awb:ose Shea.
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
Col. Gray, Premicr
Edward Palmer, Attorney General,
W. H. Pope, Proviucial Secretary.
T. Heath Haviland,
George Coles.
Edward Whelan,
A. A. MeDonald.

Hon.

Hon
Hon.
Hon
fon.

Hou.

Hon,
Hon.
Hou.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Hon.
Hon.

Hon.
Hon.
Haon.
Hou.
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Hon.
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This day was chiefly occupied in making the
necessary preliminary arrangements for the due
management of the Conference. Several speeches
were made, and amongst the rest, two very ex-

cellent ones by the Newfoundland Delegates, in |

which they guve their unqualified adhesion to the
principle of Federation. The Hon. Mr. Cartier,
Attorney General East, spoke very eloguently
and at considerable length, ou the same subject,

His colleagues in the Govern-|

vermuent responsible, as at preseut, to the Legis-
lature ; while otbers are o tavour of the Lieuten-
aut Governors *wd other Clief Officials being
elected by the people. It would, of course, be
desirable that all the Local Governments should
{ be constituted on some unilorn plan; but this
does not seem absolutely essential, in the event
of serious variance of opinion arising,

As to the powers and duties to be committed
to the Local Governments, there is aleo room for
| much discussion,  Manifestly, however, Lower
Canada will insist that all judicial and legal mat-
ters—in fact the whole body of Civil and Munici-
pal Law, with the exeeption of Criminal Law—
wust be vested in the Local Legislatures, It is
equally clear that Upper Canada and New
Brunswick will cumrm‘rﬂmt the wild lands of the
several sections should be vested 1o the Local Go-
vernments,  T'he eontrol of Roads, Bridges and
Harbours—with the exeeption of international
Works—of Inland Fisheries, of Education, of
Prisons, Hogpitals and Charities, of Agriculture,
and all other local matters, would naturally be
committed to the Local Bodies. It has been sug-
gested that provision should be made for the
educational iuteresta of the winority iu eseh
section.

A difficulty would manifestly arise in commit-
ting these duties to the Loeal Legislatures, trom
the absence of local revenues to meet the neces-
| sary oxpenditures. It has been suggested that
[ an allowance from the Public Revenue might be
| distributed for Local purposes according to the
populaiion, inasmuch as the General Government
will, by the federative artangemcut, be relieved
from charges now borpe by each provines, and
will have absorbed all the sources of Revenue
from which they are now defrayed.

It is very tortunate that little or no difficulty
seems to present itself on the subject of the Fe-
deral ifinances.  On the consmmmation of the
union, all the debts and assets of the several
Provinces would of course be assgmed by the
Federal Government ; and a close exawination of
the Finaneial positionof each Provinee shows that
no injustice would, be inflisted by this arrange
ment. The debt and the annual burden now
borne by the peaple of the several Proviuces are
pretty nearly equal, and the Public Exchequers
of all of them show a surplus.

The Hon. Mr. Galt is now addressing the Con
ference, on Financial affairs generally. He is
certainly thoroughly at home on dry matters of
fact of this description. But we Lave not yet
the information we desire respecting the financial
affairs of Canada. Mr. Pope, (who, I should-
have stated, is Honorary Seeretary to the Couler-

enee in conjunction with the Provigeial Secre-

{

|

wick,) has applied for this important information,
and which I will commupicate to the Ezaminer
when I bave an opportunity for doing so.
| The reason for conducting the deliberations
coufidentially is simply this: The Coufurcice
are unaniwous, I believe, regarding the desirabi-
lity of the Federation; but there is great diver
sity of opinion touching the details; aud so wany
| absurd reports are abroad coneerning these details,

of course in favour of the priuciple. Hr.C:rtier’a}lhnt the Couference deemed it best to bave

to the ship. —Halifax Express, Oct. 10.

specch was in support of a resolution submitted

!them settled in private, and to make the result

taries of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brune- -,




