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Colonial feqislature.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WenNEspay, February 24.
WORRPELL ESTATE,
(Concluded.)

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL wounld remind their Bonors
that, in many cases, deeds could not be made out, in
consequence of the surveys not having been completed, but
the payment of the instalments was sufficient guarantee for the
completion of the payment of the purchase money by the appli-
cant for any particularlocatien.  Bur, if such should not be the
case, the Land Parchase Bill inves's the Commissioner of Public
Lands with summary powers to sell the Lind by public auction, the
purchaser at which sale can forthwith eject the previous occupant

from his holding, and at once enter into possession.  As to the |
eonduct of the auditors, he conld not but consider their action in 5
refusing to place to the credit of the Land Office the balances |

due on lands sold, as extraordinary indeed, more especially

when he reflected that the Land Purchase Bill, while it pro-|

vided the form of the deeds, also give the form of
the defeasance to be endorsed, and the amount of which was
declared to be a specific charge upon the whole property con-
veyed by the deed. As an illusiration, if the applicant pur-
chases land to the value of £100, and pays an instalment of
£20, the whole property, one-fifth of which has been paid for,
becomes security for the remaining £80. While the Govern-
ment had, on the sales of public lands, the persenal security of
the purchasers, and also the lien onthe real property, surely the
Auditors wounld be justified in consrdering such security as being
far more safe and eusy of recovery, than bonds in the Treasury
which were strictly personal.  Without following his Honor tue
President into the detailed statements he had made, shewine
the advancement of the Colony since the introduction of Re-
sponsible Government, he could not but view the fact of the
Government being in possession of such a quantity of lands, as
affording a pleasing contrast 1o the condition of the Island pre-
viously, whea there was not an acre of public domam,

Hon. Attornev General, by commund, laid on the table two
messages from the Lieutenant Governor, one on the suhject of
Bonds 1o the Government, and the o'her on the subject of the
Miluia, with copies of despatches relative to the latier subject

Satusoar, February 27,

Hon. Mr. Craswell presented a petition from the Indian Com-
missioners relative to lands on the Worrell Estate. The petition-
ers alleged that the late Mr. Worrell had set apart some 204
acres for the permanent occupation of certain resident families,
which had gone mto possession. and culiivated and bailt opon the

Jands subseqoently, their holdings were occupred by some of|
q ¥y ‘

the other settlers on the Worrell Estate.  The object of the
petitioners was to obtain a grant of lands in lieu of those of
which the Indians had bien dispossessed, and he trusted that
the Government wonld accede 10 the prayer of the petition,
Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL explamed, thatan applica-
tion had been made to the Execative for a grant of lands in
lieu of those formerly reserved by Mr. Worrell, but the Go-
vernment had no power under the LLand Puarchase Bill to com-

ply with the request.  The mterposition of the authority of the |

Jegislature was necessary to enable the Government 1o pur-
chase for the object reahizing the wish of the petitioners.  fie
would state, that the lands referred 10 were never conveyed to the
Jadians, or 1o ainy one an their behalf, by Mr. Worrell, they were
merely mearked on a plan of his property.  One of the Comms-
sioners, he believed, recovered last years some 20 acres ; but 1t
was gcarcey fair to turn ot parties who had been long 1n posses
€100 of ther lands, and who were willing to pay for the con-
tinned pesceable occupation.

Petition referred to coumittee on miscellaneons petitions.

The following petitions were presented by Hon. Mr, Cras-
well : —From mhabrtants of Lots 14, 15 and 16, for aid to build
A bridge a1 Trout River; Alexander McDonald and others, re-
siding on rear of Lot No 75 Pierre Jacques's settlement, Brae
Riwver and vicinnty : inhabitants of West Cipe settlement and
viciaity, for aid to unprove road communications. Keferred to
committee on roads and hridges.

flon. Atrorney General, by command, laid cn the table the
estiates four the year 1853

- -

Mox~var, March 1.

The following petitions were presented by ITon. Attorney
General : — From John E. W. Alleyne, l:q, and others, for aud
to repair Mount Stewart Bridge : mhabitants of Lot 52, for a
grant for road fromm Montague to Umon Road. Ion. Mr. Al-
douns—from inhabitants of .0t 31 and viceinity, for aid towards
the erection of a wharf., Refuerred to special commitiee on
roads and bridges.  Hon. Attorney General—from Louis Mut-
tart and others, Couners, foraid towards construction of an ice
boat. Refcrred to committee on miscellaneous subjects.  Hon,
Mr. Aldous —Mary Kelly, for aid to suppurt fannly. Reforred
to committee on paupers: inhabitants of f.ot 18 and vieimty,
praying for the introduction of the Bible into the public schools,
Referred to commitiee on education.  Hon. Mr. Dingwell, fer
aid to James King ; also to John and Eliza Garnett. Referred
to commitiea on paupers,

Hon. ATTFORNEY GENERAL, by a brief summary of the
revenue with the estimated receipts last yvear, found that the in-
crease of the ad valorem dnties from 5 to €4 per cent. had been
estimated to produce £2000—the amount actually realized,
from the auvrmentatior, was £1,802 7s. 64. In some items there
had been a falling off, while in others an enlarged nnporta-
tion had taken place. The quantity of tea had not eqnalled that
of the preceding year, while, if the accounts of the imports
afforded any criterian of the social habits of the people, it might
be safely predicted from the compirative quantities of spirits
and tobacco brougnt into the Island, that there was less rum and
more smoking. It was gratifying to find thar, in contrast to
the neighbouring Colonies, the public expenditure of the [sland
had been in some respects diminmished, [Last year the Telegraph
Company had receved £520 9s.54.; this vear they got only
£300. The expenditure on aecount of the publiec lands wonld

be less in ¢ msequence of the rapid and satisfactory disposal of
lands on Loy 11.

On the ‘{!!«1.3r«1 and 4th of Mareb, the Council adjourned
for want of’ a quorum.

Frivay, March 5.

Hon. Mr. Beaton's excuse for non-attending, viz., urgent
private business, was received.

Hon. Messrs. Dingwell and Craswel] respectively obtained
leave of absence for a week, .

Hon. COLONFL SWABEY, in presenting the annual
report of the Medical Superintendant of the Lunatie Asylum,
spcke as follows :—In laying upon the table this tabdlar
Statement with the letter which accompanies it, I feel con-
fident that your Honors will participate with me in the satis-
faction I experience, in the gratifying progress which has
taken place in the amelioration of the unfortunate conditions
of the inmates of the institution. This amelioration will be
found to have been really a subject of congratulation, es-
pecially when eonsidered in connection with the limited means
at the disposul of the trustees. I shall read the letter of the
medical officer accompanying the report, by which your

lonors will see that benefits which have been conferred upon
the lunatics, during the period embraced in the report, fully
Justify the Janguage [ have used.

“ Janvary 31st, 1838, |

N i 3 o v !

“GextLeves,—I have the honor of submitting, for your

Ispection, my eighth annual report, comprisine the medical
) ’ I ~

)

|statisties of the Lunatic Asylum, with the admissions, dis- | inbabitants of Lot 7, for aid towards the support of Rachel Morrel; from |

1clmrgcs and remedial results, on the patients under treat- |
{ ment, during the last twelve months. On examining the
| details of the accompanying statistical chart, you will observe |
[that the total number of lunaties, treated during the past,
year, amounts to 31.  Of these, 19 remained in the house at |
| last report—the greater number being chronic cases of long!
standing, and adjudged incurable. Of the total number of|
 cases admitted since February 23rd, 1856, amounting to 17, |
and which are comparatively recent cases, nine have re- |
covered, being nearly sixty per cent.—a larga proportion,}
which many Asylums, with more ample endowment and more |
efficient appliances, have failed to exceed. The total num- |
ber of recoveries, since last report, amounts to 10 ; those
much improved, 9 ; improved, 5 ; not improved, 7. Among |
the lunatics, 2 deaths have occurred ; one from bronehitis,
and another, apparently, from old age; and 11 have been dis- |
charged. The number of paupers, remaining at last rcport,g
amounted to 10; since which time, 6 have been admitted and |
| 3 discharged ; 1 absconded after recovery, and 2 have died ,’
{1 from apoplexy, and the other from disease of the heart—
| remaining, 16.
| 1 againbeg to direct the attention of your Board to theJ
heating of the building, The brick stoves have been found |
(perfeetly inadequate for diffusing the heat over more than |
(one room. The pipes even never exceeding the blood-heat s
{and the fuel is, therefure, unnecessarily consamed without |
| effecting the purpose.
[« I trust that some more effectual method may be adopted
'\hcfhre next winter, as [ frequently had serious apprehenstons
| for the safety of the patients in the solitary rooms during the
late severe weather.

‘1 have the honor to be, gentlemen, your ohdt. servt.,

“J. McKIESON.

“To the Doard of Trustees, Lunatic Asyium.”

One circumstance diselosed by this report is of a most
gratifying nature, I refer to the proportion of cures effscred
in cases of recent insanity. It is true, that, in instances of
long standing lanacy, the resalt has heen different, and a|
i simtlar issue could not be reasonably expected; but the ad-
vantages which the Asylum confers on the community are |
conclusively proved by the restoration to their families of |
{ those unfortunates, whose friends placed them in the inslitu-i

{tion in early stages of their cases. While, on this subject, |
| [ may allude to one or two erroneous impressions which have |
| gone abroad, and have heen partially adopted hy peonle not |
]
|

conversaut with the details of the management of the Asylum.
Some have imagined that the sum voted last year, £000, |
| was exclusive 6t the usual endowment. That was not the
wse: the greater portion of that amount was expended in |

{ improvements, which the iaereasing demands of a«:z:ummm!a-?
,

¢

[tion rendered absolutely m:ccs«xr;. The Government had, |
with wise liberality, assumed the charge of waintaining any |
insane person whose friends might be unable to defray the ex- |
pense of supporting him in the Asylum, and thus has been
the means of restoring several whose malady would pro-
{ bably if not promptly treated. have been eonfirmed. Another
| mistaken opinion has goue abroad, to the effect that paupers
are excluded from relief at the institution. This I have read
in one of the public journals; but it is not the ecase
Paupers are not rejected ; but it is to be regretted that the
| means at the disposal of the trustees prevent their more ex-
| tended alieviation of misery and destitution. It is imagined |
| that becanse the designation * House of Indust ry™ is united
[ to that of ¢ Lunatic Asylum,” it bears some analogy to the
{ Union Workhouses in kngland. Now this is an erroneous
lidea ; and I, for one, have had so much personal knowledge |
of the working of the Knglish Poor Laws, that I have no
desire to see their principle engrafied upon our system.
Your Honors will find that the amount of lunacy in this
{ Islaud is not great in proportion to the population; and |
| ean assure you, that relief is afforded to all whose friends and
neighbours interest themselves for them.
Hon. Attorney Geoeral, by eommand, presented copies of
a despateh from the Secretary of State for the Colonies on |
the subject of the Fishery Keserves, of His Excelieney the |
Lietenant Governor’s reply thereto, and Attorney General's|
opinion on the Bill relating to the Reserves. Also, messages
and copies of despatches relative to the Newfoundland |
Fishery Convention with France, on the Cape Race Light-|
house Toll Bill, and also on the subject of the erection of
Ligbt-houses on North Cape and Fast Point in this lsland.
ton. Mr. Wright presented the following petitions, viz:—
From inhabitants of Middleton distriet, Lot 27, praying for!
the establishment of a post cffice; from inhabitants of the
[same district, praying the House not to sanction the passage
of the Board of Works and Municipal Incorporations Bil: ;
referred to committee on miseellaneons subjects.  From
Leland Stumbles, late teacher, Nail Pond distriet, for allow-
ance for 5} months services as such; referred to committee
on education. Hon. Atiorney General presented a petition
from John Hobbs, of Charlottetown Royalty, praying the
House to concur in such measure as may be adopted by the
House of Assembly, in encouragement of the estallishment
by him of a Silk Hat Manufactory ; referred to committee |
ou misceilaneous sabjects. i
Hen. Attorney General laid upon the table a return |
shewing the state of the Bank of Prince Kdward Island on |
the first Tuesday in September, 1857, and ou the 2ud of |
Mareh instant. l
His Honor the President presented and read a message
fiom the Lieut. Governor desiring that the Council adjourn |
uitil Tuesday, the 16th instant. ~Adjourned accordingly. ‘

Tursoay, 16th March, 1858,

Hon. Col. SWABEY, on presenting a petition from several parties in
Charlottetown, praying that the Council would sanetion the i ssage of
|a Bankraptey Law, took oceasion to remark, that while it was Lis duty |
to present the petition, he wished not to be understood as pledged to!
support any measure which might be introduced intp the Legislature, in |
| accordance with its prayer.  While he readily admitted the soundness of |
| the prineiple of bankrupt laws, yet o mucl, depended on the details of |
| any measure based on such principle, that no one should commit himselfto |
| the support of a measure of the nature referred to, without his judgment |
| having first approved of its details. If the Bill which might be brought
| before their Honors resembled the one under the cogsideration of th
| Legislatur® some years since, it should receive his unqualified oppositio
| Referred to the Committee on miscellaneous subjeets. {

® Message from the House of Assembly by the Hon. Colonial Secretary,
| with a Bill relative to the publication of noticts and advertisements
| relating to the public service. .

! Ion. Mr. Aldous presented the following petitions, viz: — From
certain inhabitants of the first electoral district in Prince C unty, pray-
Ing grant for the erebtion of a rcom fo? the Court of Commissioners of
Small Debts, and a lock-up in the district; from certain inhabitants of
Campbeltown, for grant in aid of a library; referred to the committee

m miscellanecus subjects. From Ewen Morrison, ferryman at Ellis
| ]ln’erf Lot 14, praying remuneration for his services in that capaeity;
| from inbabitauts of Nail Pend aud Big Brook, for aid to complete u road;

{ appomsted a committee on the part of the Connsil,

from certain inhabitants
aid towards re-opening a road; from certain inhabitants of Lots 10 and
11, praying aid tor a road. The four preceding petitions were referred
to thg committee on roads and bridges.  From James MeNeill and others,

Francis Metherall and others, inhabitants of Lot 7, for aid to Elizabeth |

White, widow of the late Thomas White, praying aid. Referred to the |
committee on paupers, From Michael Dalton and others, inhabitants of |
Lot 7, praying aid towards repairing a bridge and causeway. Referred E
to the committee on roads and bridges. Hon. Mr. Bagnall presented a
petition from Jas. Proudfoot and others, inhabitants of Queen’s County,
against the passage of the Board of Works and Munieipal Incorporation
Bills. Referred to the committee on miscellancons subjects. From Isanc
Linkleter and others, inhabitants of Lot 17, for aid to complete a road,
Referred to eommittee on roads and bridges. From Alexander Me-
Donald and others, inhabitants of Lot 22, for aid to a road. Referred to

same committee. From James Kelly, teacher, Lot 52, for remuneration |

as such, the number of pupils under his tuition being less than the
number preseribed by law, as entitling the teacher to the statutable salary. |
Hou. Col. Swabey stated that the subjeet maiter of the petition came |
within the legitimate jurisdiction of the Board of Education, which was |
authorised to grant reiief in such cases. Referred to committee on
education.
Hon. Attorney General presented a petition from the Reverend A.

McKay and other Protestants, inbabitants of Belfast and vicinity, |

praying for the authorised use of the Bible in the Normal School and
Central Academy.

Hon. COL. SWADBEY.—The petitioners are praying for a matter
which already exists. In the public educational institutions of the
Island the teacher is at Jiberty to read the Bible In the Normal School
the prireipal is authorised to, and I believe does, read the seriptures
before or atter school hours. The only exception to the exercise of this
practice is in the Central Aeademy, into which the law prohibits tae in-
troduction of any religious test, which the use of the Bible has heen

of Lot 7 and the western end of Lot 4, praying | Ilon. COL. SWABEY could see no reason

why the benefits
of the Insolvent Act should not be extended to the msn who
owed little as well as to him whose liabilities were heavy.
‘T'he petition was thea laid upon the table. .
Hon. Mr. Forgan presented a petition from Margaret Mor-

| Doran, a eripple. Hon. Mr. Craswell presented a petition from Isabeila  rison, praying rehef. Referred to committee on paupers.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
Famnay, March 19, 1838,
BIBLE QUESTION.
PETITIONS RELATING TO EDUCATION.

(Continued.)
on. COL. SECRETARY.—! second the mation. The

Resolution submitted by my hon. f 1end. it may be said, by some
hon. members, 18 not so much a Resolutonr, as a stitement of
the views and reasons. on which he gronnds his dissent fiom
the opinions of those who, in the last Nessior, moved and sup-
ported a Reso'ution, simmlar 1o that which the hon. member for
Princetown (Ion. I, H. Haviland) has sabmitted this evening ;
and that it s so, | freely adimt.  T'he fate of the similar motion,
made last Nession, by that hon. gentleman, was decided by the
force of a mere negative onthe part of the majonity of 1this Honze,
But, both 1 justice to the majority of the Honse who decided
ag ainst that Resolution, aud wuo, I donbt not not, will negarive
the similar Resolution which is now before ns; and a'so in
Justice 1o the coun'ry, who ought to be freed, as far as possible,
from every feeling of doubt concerning the propriety of the

proaounced by high legal authority to be.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENEKAL —1lis Honor Col. Swabey Jabors under
a partial iisconception of the objeet of the petitioners. They ask that
the seriptures may be read at convenient hours, alleging that the times
at preseat sanctioned for that purpose are not convenient. The law with
reference to the Central Academy is as stated by his Honor.

-+

WebpNespay, 17th March, 1858,

Hon. Mr. Forgan introduced a Bill authorising aliens to hold lands in
this Island, notwithstanding their alienage. He explained that the Bill
was a transeript of an Act which had been passed in Nova Seotia; and
hie considered that it was calculated to conter benefits on the Istaud, by
the introduction of eapital from abroad, and the influx of an educated
and intelligent population. Read first time, ordered to be read second
time to-morrow.

Ion. Attorney General moved the 2nd reading of the Act continuing
the Act regulating the publishing of notices and advertisements relating
to the publie service.

Hon. Attorney General introduced a Bill confirming the appointments
of eonstables and fence viewers for King’s Coun ¥, apoointed at the late
sitting of the Supreme Court at Georgetown. I'his measure had become
necessary in consequence of the Grand Jury panel, by whom these
officers were nominated, having been defective. The object of the Lili
was to obyviate the inconveniense which muss necessarily ensue from the
want of such officers in the County, and to render valii any acts done by
them, in their official eapacities, since their appointments. KRead first
time, and ordered to be read second time to-morruow.

Hon. Mr. Forgan presented a petition from John Heartz of Charlotte-
town, praying remuaeration for the support of Alexander Baunister, a
foreign seaman who had been left near petitioner’s house, in utter

| destitution, with his feet badly frozen. Referred to the comrittes on

paupers.’ Hon. Attorney General presented a petition for aid to William
Mugtord, of Lot 21, 4 bed-riaden crippie.  Keterred to con-
mittee oo paupers,  Hon. Mr. Walker presented a petition from
Philip Lane aud others, of Lots 49 and 50, for aid towards
opening a road.  Referred to committee on roads and bridges,
Also from the Reverend Mr. Me Donald, Rector of St. Dunstan’s

| Coliege, praying the Conncil to concur in any grant which the

House of Assembly might puss i favour of that institutioq.
bt oo oot AR
Tnurspay, 18th March, 1858,

His Honor the President snogosted the propriety of 'a joint
Address, from both branches of the Legislature. o Her A sty
congratulating her upon the wmarringe of the Princess Rova
He observed that a similar course had bheen adopted in other
Colonies, and it was but right that we shonld follow their
example. e read the draft of an address which he had pre
pared. Hons. Messrs, Swabey, Beaton and Aldous, were

His Honor also presenred a petition fiom the Heortienltaral
Seciety, praying aid.  Referred to the committee on misceils-
neous subjects,

The Alien Bill having been read 2ud time, was ordered to be
commtted to=-morrow,

The Rl confirming the appointments of constables and ferece
viewers in King'’s Connty, was read a second time and com-
mitted.  Hon. Attorney General in the chair. The Bill was
reported as agreed to, without amendmeni.,

Hon. Attorney General laid upon the table the blue book for
185G.  Also the impost necounts for the Jast vear,

Hon. Mr. Dingwell presented a petition from certain inhabi-
tants of Princetown and irs vicinny, praying the Council not to
sanction the passage of the Board of Works and Municipal
Incorporations Pills,

Hon. COL. SWABEY said, that unti! the Bills were before
the Council, they had nothing to do with the subject.  They
had no* been mmiroduced, and it wonid be time enough to discuss
the le"““‘""‘Y of passing them when lh»'_v were, He wonld
say, however, with reference to one of the subjects, namely,
Muounicipal Incorporations, that he considered that the public
generally were not aware that they waould huve the effuet of

principles, and the impartial regurd for the conscientious scruples
and settled convietions of their fellow subjeets, of every deno-

{in deciding against that Resolntion ; it has, by muny, been
judged proper that we should draw np, nnd send forth, o sort of
brief, yet piain, manifesto of our views with regard 1o question,
which has already been too wigchtevously agitated ; and which
cannot, for the sake of the social harmony of the communuy, be
100 sovn compietely determined ; and, therefore, to that end it
18, that a preamble, so unusually long, introduces the Resolution
which, as an amendment, has just been snbuitted, by my hon.
friend, and, in support of which, I wean now to speak. The
hon. member (Hor. T. H. Haviland) has suid thar, alt! oush
he fatled to carcy his Resolution of the last Session, respeeiing
the Bible ; yet sull a part of what was asked was subsequently
gran‘ed. Ile alluded, I suppose, to the reading of the Bivle 1
the country district schools 3 but, s he onght 1o be aware, no
chanze has been made, since Ins Resolution was maved snd
lost 10 this Honse. with respeet (o the Bible, in the system by
which the free schools in the conntry are regulated. At tne
time the hon. genticman moved his Resoiution, and, indeed,
|from the very day on which the Free School Act went into
operation, the mojority of parents, having children attending any
of these schools, were & t perfect liberty—-and they sull are so —
to have the Bibie read th erein or not, as they themselves thonght
it right to determine,  Respecting thatquestion, no arrangement
has been made, except by rthe parties imnediately concerned
themselves ; and, o litle ditficaliy was thare experienced
determining concerning 11, in any settlement, nntil zealots, for
coversand ulterior purposes, besan to agitate the e untry about
i, that Mr. Stark’s own Repovt. coneerning the use ¢ £ the Bible
{m the Country dietrict shools, shews that 1t was read 1n a
L Jorty of the schools in which the children of Catho hies were
;vau-_rh'. To leave the matter on such a footing, will be poorfectly
fair and just ; but to estabhish, by faw, the reading of th,e - 3ib'e,
in all our public schools would be most arbitrary and n "just ;
for, to do g0 wonld be 10 esteblish a rejiglons test, the Hny wlicy
and mmjustice of which is now practically acknowledved in a very
i free and enlightened conntry.  The impolicy. nay ihe impra -
{ cabilny of sneh a law, ina conntry hike the, of which 1he poL -
| latton consists of mixed religions denominations, js easily proye .
| As, forinstance, suppose a Catholic were the master of a sehol .
{1n which a part of the scholars were clhuldren of a majoriy ef

i
i

Protestant parents, who desired that the Protestant 1"‘rs!nnuf:lhr'\
B:ble should be read tgerein ; or sunpose the ease were the very
reverse in which a Protestant master shonid be re qured 1o give
iessons m the Cathohe version of the Scriptures ; bow conld
either of these teachers, in such eircums'ances comply con.
scientionsly with the law—a law directly imposing a rehigious
test?  In no way whatever: and, sturely, then, we cannot, ne
reasonable and conscientous men, agree to pugs a law, a con-
pliance with which naght, 1n so many cases, in the way in
which I have instanced, cause, either a neglect of the duty
enjoined, or a violation of conscience in the performance of
it. The state of the matter, as we left it last year, has given
general satisfaction ; and many, even of thuse who were per-
suaded, by officiously overzealous friends, to petition the
Legislature to enforce, by law, the reading of the Bible, in
our Distriet Schools, are now convineel, by p]vusing experi-
ence, that the majority of this House, by rejeeting the prayer
of their petitions, on that score, did much towards the preser-
vation and promotion of good fe lowship, good will, anl
veighbourly kindness, in the difierent settlements, in the
Island.  And now, that the (rlws!iou is again before us, ina
rather differeat form, if we adncre to the views, by which we
were governed last session, with respect to 1t, and which, in

adding to their privileges, by the immediate controul their
establishment would enable them to exercise over their ],,mil
affurs.  Of course, he did not wish to be considered as pledged |
to the details of the Act which had been published ; but 1he |
sooner any country adopted the prineiple of self=roverument in |
local matiers, the sooner would it reap the benefit resultiog from
the immediate supervision and munagement of those most |
interested an the general well-heine and tmprovement of the |
district in which they resided and beid property. !

fon. Mr. DINGW ELL. —The people appear so we!l satisfied :
with the present Government, that they are willing to jeave to |
it the management of their local affairs, |

Ifon Mr. Dingwell presented a petition of John Stewart, of |

[ Lot 47, teacher, praying remunerstion as such. 11l health having |

rendered him incapable of acting for the full period of his
enzarzement, Refirred to commuttee on educat:on. Also a |
petition of certain inhabitants of Lot I8, priying aid towards a |
road.  Referred to committee on roads and bridges. Also a |
petition frou: inhabitants of St Peter’s Biy, Cardigan Road, |
Jaltie, Grand River and Launching Place, praying graot to!
open a new line of road.  Referred 10 same commirtee.

Hon. Mr. Craswell presented a petition of A C. Beckford, one
of the oldest teachers in the Island ; petitioner had received two |
certificates as a licensed teacher, but had not been qualified “;
such under the Education Act. Referred to the commitree on |
education.  Also the following petitions : — Prom inhabiants of |
Lot 14, Richmond Bay, Lot 15, Lot 14, Lots 1, 2,3, and Cas-|
compec and vicinity ; severally praying aid to improve their |
road communications. Referred to the committee on roads and |
bridues, |

On motion of the Ton. Attorney General, the Act continning |
that regulating the publication of notices and advertisements
relating to the nublic serv.ce, was committed, reported agreed
1o without amendments, read third time and passed. |

Hon. ATTY GENERAL, on presenting a petition from a
debior confined in the jail at Chariottetown, remarked on the
anomalous state of the law relative to debtors. Parties ngainst
whom judgments for amounts under twenty pounds had been
recorced 1n the nferior Courts, if unable to satisfy them, were

|

compelled to remain in jail for periods varving according to the

amounts. In fact, the law provided a tanff of confinement by
which a certain amount was paid off by each month’s imprison-

ment. This was the law wih reference 1o smail debrors, but
the man who might owe his thonsands was aliowed the privilege

of going on the imits, and at, the same time, of receiving support

from his creditor. i

the amendment, submitted by my hon. friend, are so clearly
and distinctly set forth, we shall, I feel certain, be sustained
thercin by the general liberality of sentiment and pood sense
of the people. As to what the hon. member, my eolleague
(Mr. Luird) has read from the speech, delivered by Mr. Stark,
at the inauguration of the Normal School, with the intention
of showing'thut it was then intended that the Bible shou!d
be read daily in that institution, [ beg to obscrve that what
Mr. Srark said, on®that occasion res ecting the reading of
the lithle, was not concurred in, cither by His Exeollency,
the Licutenant Governor, myself, or any other individoal
immediately connect-d with either the Government or the
Legisture, although I admit, it was certainly not just then
contradicted.  Mr. Sterk, in his speech, gave an expianation

{of the Normal School system as devised Ly Mr. Stowe, and

carried into operation, by him, in a strict’y Protestant com-
munity ; and, perhaps, he thought there wus no harm in his
delineating it, in all the features which belong to it, as it is
practised in Scotland, the country in which he had been in-
itiated in, and trained to it, But he had no authority whai-
ever from the Government to say that an expounded lesson in
the Bible would be a part of the prescribed daily exerpises
of the Institution, as in fact, the very reverse was the case ;
and, in fact, Mr. Brark was, on his arrival in this Colony,
made a('riuufxnt‘d with the non-inter‘erence principles, with
respect to religion, which were to be carried ent, in our public
schools, with whbich the expounding of Seripture lessons,
by him, or any teacher therein, according to his own views,
could not, by any means, be made to accord ; and, th t he
never contempiated as admissible or praciicatle such reading
of and teaching from the Bible, in our public schools, is su’e
ficiently evidenced by the tenor of his first R sport. as Sehool
Visitor.  Stiil, alihough what was said, with respect to the
Bible, on that occasion, by Mr. Stark, was not only unanthoi-
zed, but contrary to the principles, as iespects the relizious
element in education, on which, it had heen foreseen, that it
would be necessary to conduct that institution ; it was not
thought advisable direct'y to contradict his declaration on tias
head ; as the doing so in a mixed assemblage, such as that which

wag then congregated, would, perhiaps, have destroyed, or, at

mination, in the Colony, by which that majory were infiaenced. .

. —————




