PORTS TRAIL

" Names Thomson-Branca Are

P eain In The

gy WHITNEY MARTIN

NEW YORK (AP)—Milwaukee
yraves' fans were heartened re-
wently by noting that Bobby Thom-:
g collected three hits in five
mes at bat against New York
yankees, indicating he might be
pady to do his share toward
winging Milwaukee a pennant.
The same day It was announced
gt Ralph Branca, 2l-game win-
in 1947, failing in his come-
¢ bid with the Dodgers, had
gecided to quit baseball rather
(han go down to the minors again.

Thus the two athletes whose
games forever will be linked with
the headlines in one of baseball’s
most exciting moments break into
rint together for the final time,

it was a good-looking, unassum-
g and personable Branca who
threw the pitch which Thomson
pelted into the left-field stands at
the Polo Grounds to win the pen-
nant playoff for Giants over Dodg-
ars in October, 1951,

Never dic two men show a con-
frast between elation and despair
g3 did Thomson and Branca im-
mediately following that epie blow-
thomson was dazed and incoher-

News Together

ent, unable to comprehend, that it
was he who had made the victory
possible,

Branca was in misery, lying
face down on the steps in the
Dodger clubh his sy: ie
teammates leaving him alone in
his grief, knowing that anything
they could say would do no good,

Bad luck has dogged the foot.
steps of the tall, slender young
man since then. He never again
has been the pitcher he had been
before that day.

In 1952, after being inactive for
five weeks, Dodgers put him in
the eligible list in S ber. In
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July the following year, he went
to Detroit Tigers on waivers.

But newspaper reports told of
the shadow of the bhig blow still
hanging over him in his new uni-
form, and in July, 1954, he was
unconditionally released by Ti-
gers,

New York Yankees signed him
up, but in October gave up on his
comeback try,

In D ecember, 1954, he was
signed by Brooklyn as a free
agent,

And so ends the cycle, from
Brooklyn to Brooklyn.

SPORT SNAPSHOTS

" Golfer Aims At Being 15th,
Finds That He Ends Up First

By JACK SULLIVAN
Canadian Press Staff Writer

TORONTO (CP) — Al Balding
bas his own pet theory about golf
and it is suddenly paying off. The
Toronto shotmaker says its
simple: start a tournament with
the idea of finishing from 15 to
oth and zingo, you’ll invariably
end up with money in your pocket.

Balding isn't becoming rich by
knocking a golf ball around in the
big-time U.S. pro circuit, but he's
making more money than ever
before simply by using his new-
found method.

Writing in the monthly Profes-
sional Golf magazine, bible of the
U.S. Professional Golfers’ Associ-
ation, Balding said in the Febru.
ary issue:;

“When I first went on the tour
(three years ago) I kept shooting
for the top spots among the fin-
Ishers and found out I was nothing
but a bundle of nerves trying to
display a superior brand of golf
which was not in me at the time.

“I decided before going into a
fournament to try to finish from
15th to 20th and schooled myself
mentally to the idea of specifically
aiming for that spot. Almost like
magic, I found myself making the
great golf shots which had previ-
ously eluded me.”

The ink was hardly dry on the
{ssue when the 33-year-old com-
parative newcomer on the trail
started a gradual climb in the
money winners' circle. In March
alone he picked up $2,500 to bring
his 1957 earnings to $4,222. His

biggest chunk — $1,200 — was
earned in winning the $7,500
Miami Beach open March 24 over
a field that included such estab-
lished pros as Chick Harbert,
Dick Mayer, Vie Ghezzi, Walter
Burkemo, Lloyd Mangrum, Julius
Boros and Lew Worsham,

In 1956, Balding's total earnings
were $3,610.

HOCKEY’'S EVOLUTION

With the Stanley Cup series in
full swing, it might be worth not
ing that Montreal Canadiens once
changed hands for $11,000. It hap-
pened in 1921 when Leo Dandur-
and and the late Joe Cattarinich
bought the club from the estate of
George Kennedy.

Fourteen years later Dandurand
and Cattarinich sold out to Ernest
Savard for a reported $200,000. To-
day, the Canadiens, or any Na-
tional Hockey League club, is a
million-dollar enterprise.

Scotty (Regina Leader - Post)
Melville takes note of the publi-
city given the United States su-
preme court ruling that the Na-
tional Football League was subject
to anti-trust laws and says that
baseball and hockey are in the
same boat.

“Pro sports are much like the
armed services,” Melville says.
“You sign on, get paid, do what
you are told and go where the
brass wants you te go. If pro
sports are to run into the anti-
trust law at every turn, soon there
will be no organization of that
nature.”

250,000 Fans See Cambridge
Defeat Oxford In Boat Race

By KEN METHERAL
Canadian Press Stalf Writer

LONDON (CP) — A smooth.
working Cambridge crew, strok-
ing in traditional British style,
rowed to an easy victory over
favored Oxford Saturday in the
103rd university boat race,

Oxford fell behind when the
team's No. 5, Peter Barnard, col-
lapsed at the three-mile mark. For
the last mile Barnard could hardly
pull his oar but he refused to give
up, following boat race tradition.

More than 250,000 persons lined
the 4'%-mile course along the
River Thames to watch the race
in brilliant sunshine. They ex-
pected to see the highly-publicized
Oxford eight rout Cambridge. In-
stead, they saw the light blues
pull away to win by 2% lengths in
the gruelling four-mile 374-yard
race.

Saturdays® victory marked the
third straight win for Cambridge
and their 57th victory since the
teries started in 1829. Oxford has
won 45 times and one ended in a
dead heat,

150 CANADIANS WATCH

About 150 graduates of Canadian
universities watched the race
aboard a chartered launch, lust-
ily roaring encouragement to both
crews as they swept past their
position. The party included Syd-
ney Pierce, Canadian deputy high
commissioner in London, his wife
and daughter,

The hoisting If the light blue
pennant at the starting line near
Putney Bridge was a bitter blow
to the game Oxford eight, who
had trained incessantly since lasi
fall for the race. It was a per-
sonal defeat for Australian Rod
Carnegie, president of the Oxford
Boat Club, who had changed Ox-
ford rowing tactics by adopting
the upright, fast-stroking rowing
style favored by Canadian and
American crews.

TWO YANKS IN WIN

Ironically, two Americans helped
defeat the Oxford attempt to in-
troduce the North American style.
Robert Colby, a graduate of Har-
vard, brilliantly coxed the light

blues, while Jim Meadows, form-

erly of Yale, rowed No, 5.
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And who are we to deny it? After all, Plymouth does ]

have the highest standard horsepower of the low-price
SEE US ABOUT GETTING YOUR NEW

field. It does happen to be the lowest priced car with

modern proved-in-use push-button driving . . . revo-
THRILL-POWER PLYMOUTH TODAY!
It's the lowest priced car in Canada with:

Park a sleek new Thrill-Power Plymouth alongside
your home and the style show begins! For here's the
smartest looking new beauty that ever dressed up a
driveway ...or caused a flurry of excitement in your
neighbourhood!

Maybe it’s those proud, Flight-Sweep tail fins that have
made Plymouth the fashion-plate car of ’57. Or maybe
it's Plymouth’s smart jewel-like grille with “double-
header” ts . .. or simply the eye-catching length
and lowness of this most modern of all low-priced cars.
But whatever it is, folks seem to agree that Plymouth’s
" really a honey this year—for looks, performance, riding
comfort, roominess, safety <severything!

lutionary Torsion-Aire Ride . . . and new Super-Safe
Total-Contact brakes.

And if you check further, you'll find that Plymouth
leads its class in wonderful “‘stretch-out” roominess . . .
big-family luggage space . . . see-all-around visibility . . ,
and luxurious interiors as well.

You'll be doing yourself an injustice to accept less for
your money than this fresh, frisky new Thrill-Power
Plymouth has to offer. Come see us soon . . . and learn
how easy we can make it for you to own one!

® Flight-Sweep '57 styling
® V-8 or 6 Thrill-Power GO
* Total-Contact brakes
® Torsion-Aire Ride ’
» Advanced Chrysler quality engineering
% , . . and push-button Torque-Flite
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YOU'RE ALWAYS A STEP AHEAD IN CARS OF THE FORWARD LOOK)

Watch CLIMAX — SHOWER OF STARS, Thursdays, 8:30 P. M., over Channel 13
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