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FOREST LIFE.
THE LOGGERS OF MAINE.

Mr. Springer, an American writer, has
given us a graphic account of the advent
rous life still led by numbers of men in the
great old forests of Maine and New Bruns-
wick, There, a numerous class of men
live, year by year, engaged in a life of toil,
adventure, and danger—they are generally
known by the name of Lumbermen or
Loggers. Their business is, to search out
the finest timber of the forest, fell it, drag
it to the river’s side, and float it down into
the bays along tae coast, from whence it is
shipped offto American or British markets,
The trees there are ofall sorts—elm, birch,
maple, becch, chesnut, onk, ash, poplar,
hemlock, pine and hickory, all furnishing
specimens of gigantic magnitude, are how-
ever, the trees most frequently met with,
The white pine may well be denominated
the monarch of the American forests, grow-
ing to an almost incredible size. *‘I'h
worked,” says Mr, Springer, “in the
forests among this timber several years,
have cut many hundreds of trees, and seen
many thousands, but have never found one
larger than the one I felled on a little
streamn which emptied into Jackson Lake,
n the head of Backahegan stream, in
the eastern part of Maine. was a
¥ Bampkin'’ Piaa ; Hatiak waa 83 Mupfalt
and handsomely grown as @ moulded candle,
and measured six feet in diameter four feet
from the ground, without the aid of spur-
roots. It was about nine rods in length,
or one hundred and forty-four feet, about
sixty-five feet of which was free of limbs,
and retained its diumeter remarkably well.
I was employed about one hourand & quar-
ter i felling it. The afternoon was beau-
tiful ; everything was calm, and to me the
circumstances were deoply interesting.
After chopping an hour or so, the mighty
giant, the growth of centuries, which had
withstood the hurricane, and raised itself in

erless majesty all around, began to trem-
nder the strokes of a mere insect, ns

a

the party ascends the highest tree,—
generally the spruce fir, which is easily
climbed. But when a still loftier look out
is wanted, a spruce fir is felled and laid
-lfu st the trunk of some lofty pine, up
wl the explorer bers until he reach-
es the summit, and is enabled to survey the
vast extent of forest around. From such a
tree-top, like a mariner at the mast head
upon the look-out for whales, (for indeed,
the pine is the whale of the forest,) large
““clumps” and “veins” of pine are dis-
covered, whose towering tops may be seen
for miles around. ch views. fill the
bosom of the timber hunter wit ense in-
terest. They are the object of his search,
his treasure—his El Dorado,—and they
are beheld with peculiar and thrilling emo-
tions.  ‘Todetail the process more minutely,
we should observe that the man in the tree-
top points out the direction in which the
pines are seen, when a man at the base
marks the directions, ated by a com-
pass which he holds in hand,— the
compass being quite as necessary in the
wilderness as on the pathless ocean,
When the *“clump” has been fairly made
out, the explorers retrace their steps, blaz-
ing or notching the trees, so as to enable
them to return easily to the place ; and
then they raturn home, to await the spring
seasod, when felling, rolling, and rafting
commence with great vivacity. Permits
are, however, first obtained from the Sate,
or from the proprietors, before the loggers
egin their operations—the price paid
varying from one to_eight dollars per thou-
sand feet of timber, cut down and taken
away. The price varies according to the
uality of the timber, and its conveni
location to the stream or lake on which it
is floated away to market. A necessary
preliminary of the loggers is the putting up,

cattle, is hastily knocked together, it is
usually in the form of a longbooth or shed
of the roughest description, covered_with
shingles and fir branches. The interior is

en,” * dining-room,” and sleeping apart-
ment, the b{dlleldl of whiuh" :gmimf
mother-earth. When the occupants ‘* turn
in" for the night, they merely throw off
their outer garmen:s, and they sleep there
more soundly than y princes on their
beds of down. The interior of the shanty,
on wintry nights, is often a scene of mirth
and jollity, and many long yarns about ad-
ventures with deer, bears, wolves, and cat-
amou-ts, are spun for the benefit of the
listeners. Songs are sung; and many a
cloud of tobacco is blown—for smioking
seems to be one of the necessary qualifien~
tions of the river. The days are spent in
hard labour—in  felling, barki
choppiog, rolling and dragging
towards the river. The teamster is
the hardest worked of the lot, and his care
for the cattle is unceasing—the success of
the whole party depending greatly on his
efficiency. - We need not describe the de-
tail of the logging operations
ensily be imagined.—The tree
ed, felled, chopped, barked rolled, and
dragged, during a period of three months,
‘Then the camp is broken up, the logs are
clamped together into rafls, and the excit-
ing and dangerous work of river-driving
begins.—The rafts float on, each superin-
tended by a driver, and all is plain sailing
enough, until a rapid has to be ** shot,” or
a narrow to be passed. 1hen the logs are
apt to get jam together between the
rocks, and the driver has constantly tobe on
the alert to preserve his raft, and what Le
values at less rate, his own lif Sometimes
days and weeks pass before a ** jam can be
leared—the drivers i

in the autumn, of large of mea-
dow hay, for the foddering of the teams of
cattle re;})uired to drag the timber to the
water. During this work, the lumbermen
e pestered by myriads of blocd-thirsty

I might appear in ! with it. My
heart palpitated as 1 oceasionally raised my
eye to its pinnacle, to catch the indi-
cations of'its fall. It came down at length
with  crash which secmed to shake a hun-
dred neres, while the loud echo rang through
the forest, dying away among the distant

It had a hollow in the butt ahout
ze of a barrel, and the surface of the
stump was sufficiently capacious to allow a
yoke of oxen to stand upon it. It made
five logs, and loaded
times. The butt log was so large that the
stream did not float it in the spring ; and
when the drive was taken down, we were
obliged to leave it behind, much to our
ret and loss.” Thick of a forest of

q and midges being the
most furious and untiring in their af 3
But more stirring adventures are occasion.
ally encountered, of which we take the fol-
lowing instance :—

Notwithstanding the labor and annoyance
of meadow life, there are pastimes and
adventures to be met with. A shot now
and then at some stray deer who may
chance to stroll upon the meadow to graze ;
the hooking of beautiful trout, pickerel,
and other delicious pan-fish, afford agreea-
ble reliel from ennwi; while the sports of
the forest and the brook afford most agree-
able changes of diet. Here, also, very
frequently, are skirmishes had with the
common black bear. If Bi not in-

i i e is really med-

ntic trees of this d p
over hundreds of miles of country ! Such
are the forests of Maine and New Bruns-
wick. The pines which usually grow in
clumps, seem to constitute the aristocracy
of the forgst,—the rest of the trees making
up the populace. The pine is the most
useful and valuable of all the tre
used in all kinds of house architecture, -ﬁ
i -building ; and it
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very in

furnishes a large amount of employment to

lumber-men, millmen, rafters, coasters,
k d :

a
sorts. An idea of the extent of the timber-
trade in Maine, may be formed from the
fact that not less than ten thousand men
are engaged in lumbering on the Penobscot
alone.

The great pine tracks are usually in the
convenient vicinity of lakes and rivers,
from whence the transport of the timber to
the ocean is comparatively easy. The
Inbors of the lumbermen, during fily or
more _years, have made sad havoc among
the pine-woods, and doubtless the pine is
ultimately doomed, by the avarice and en-
terprise of the white man, gradually to dis-
appear from the borders of civilization, as
have the aborigines of the country before
the onward march of the Saxon race. Al-
ready have these magnificent trees been so
cleared away by the woodman’s axe, that
the pine is now driven far back into the
rness.  Hence, in order to
locality of
communities, i
made, usually du

g expeditions are
the autumn, ioto wild
and unknown forest regions. Sometimes
the exploration is made during the winter,
and then the labor of the timber hunters is

both arduous and dangerous. They start
on board u skiff or a butteau, with pro-
visions, axes, guns and ammunition ; an
thus voyage some hundreds of miles into
the interior, carrying the skiff on their
shoulders across l{na 1lnd where the rapids
of the river are too severe to nde
by the use of oars or ﬂolen. They sleep in
the open air at m.f its, turning the boat
bottom upwards, and taking shelter under
it, if rain should fall. Occasionally they
are scared by the scream of the owl, or the
tramping of deer, or what is more J-r-l-'
than all, by the approach of a black bear,
dangerous adventures with which are very

uent in the deep forests,

rrived at some favourable spot, one of

d |-#nout, he struck him with

dlesome : nay more, a downright trespasser
—a regular thief,—an out-and-out ‘“no
government” animal : who, though neither
profane nor yet immoral, still, without
apostolic piety, would have “all (hings
common.” These peculiar traits of cha-
racter secure to him the especial attention
d, and ever make him an object
'hough formidable as an
it is hard to allow him to pass,
even if he be civilly inclined, without as-
sault. On one occasion, while two men
were crossing a small lake in a skiff, on
their return from the meadows, where they
had been putting up hay, they discovered
g from a of land for
ore. As us such cnses,
temptation  silenced  prudential remon-
strances ; so changing their course fhey
gave chase. The craft being light, they
gained fast upon the be: ho exerted him-
self to the utmost to the shore. But
finding himself an unequal match in the
race, he turned upon his pursuers and
of the men, a
rt, thick-set, dare-devil sort of a fellow,
e, and the moment the bear
came up, inflicted a_blow upon his head,
which seemed to make but a short impres-
sion, Before a second could be repeated,
the bear clambered into the boat; he in-
stantly grappled with the man who struck
him; firmly setting his teeth in the man's
thigh; then, settling i
ches, he raised his victim in the nir, an
shook him as a dog would a woodchuck.
The man at the helm stood for » moment in
amazement, without knowing how to aet,
and fearing that the bear might spring over-
board and drown his companion; but recol-
lecting the effect of a blow v

le. The bear dropped hi im
ottom of the boat, rallied, but fell over-
board, swam again for the shore. Me-
dical aid was procured as soon as possible,
and in the course of six weeks the man re-
covered. one thing saved him

being upset; the water proved sufficiently
shoal to admit of the bear's getting hottom,
from which he spra o the boat. Had
the water been deep, the boat must inevita-
bly have been upset, in which case the con-
" Tmberie cobg, b & by sosss, A

m a scene,
|og-house, h‘:aw of the men and the

lly requiring
to be suspended by ropes from the neigh-
bouring precipices to the spot where
breach is to be made, which is always se-
lected at the lowest part of the jam. The
point may be treacherous, and yield to a
feeble touch, or it may require much
strength to move it In the latter case, the
operator fastens a long rope to a log, the
end of which is taken down stream IK'?A

portion of the crew, who are to give a
and a strong pull when all is ready. He
then commences prying while they are Fll-
ing. Ifthe jum starts, or any part of it, or
if there be even an indication of its start-
ing, he is drawn suddenly up by those sfa-
tioned ahove; and in their excitement and
apprehensions for his safety, this is fre-
quently done with such haste as to subject
him to bruises and scratches upon the shar,
pointed bushes or ledges in the way. It
may be thought best to cut off the key-log,
or that which appears to b the principal
barrier. Accordingly, the wan is let down
the jam, and as the place to be operated,
upon may, in some cases, be a little remov-
ed from the shore, he cither walks to the
place with the rope attached to his body, or,
untying it leaves it where he can readil
gr time to be drawn from his
ous position, Often, where the pressure is
direct, a few blows only are given with the
axe, when the loj in an_instant, with
a loud report, followed suddenly by the voi-
lent motion of the *“jam '’ and ere our bold
river driver is jerked half-way to the top of
the cliff, scores of logs, in wildest confu-
sion, rush beneath his feet, while he yet
dangles in the air, above the rushing, tumb-
. If that rope, on which life and
uspended, should part,
point of some jutting
rock, death certain and quick, would be in-
evitable. — Eliza Cook’s Journal.

The course of true love never does run
smoothe. A young gentleman of our
$Liurlwol Jlbion)  acquaintance lllcl{
jound it so ; and, as he thought, to punisl
the hesitating fair one, rushed off’ ‘mar-
ried himself to another. He was a splen-
didly handsome fellow. The subject be-
ing talked of at party, one of the
company asked it not very sudden ?
1 .ﬁﬂ... know that he was even acquain-
ted with her.” Upon some one answer-
ing, “He was a foolish fellow, and being
angry with Miss—~, determined to mar-
ry the first girl he met in his pique,” a
young lady who was present, innocently
exclaimed, ““Oh, dear me I wish he had
met me in his pigue.” We r heard of
a better specimen of thinking aloud.

In a fashiouable novel, the author says,
‘Lady Emma trembled, grew pale, and -

immediately fainted.” The printer putting
p instead of /, rendered it ‘the lady grew
pale and immedintely painted.”
‘The belve of the hatchet disputed against the
bl h or -.I."vN-y:ﬂ said the
argument, and
before, ¢ the steel
ndien for ieelr, bt
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