HASZARD’S GAZE' 21.

WE FLY BY NIGHT.

W suddenly received from home the intelli-
gence that wy father had been taken seriously ill,
a0d had express, h that we should return.
The necessity w
10 be thonght of,
hour. Tu was a'sad journey we had to make.
few days before, it had thawed, and then again
frozen hard ; now the snow fell in thick fixkes,
aud the weather was piereingly cold. My auxiety

father | o rest, and Axinia lung-
ed earnestly 1o be ut houe, and beside the sick-
bed. We derermined to travel the night through;
and weo were e better enabled 1o do this, a8 to-

nd our driver, Rosko,
with the road. We were well
furnished wiih furs, and also with provisions for
our jouraey. Before the night came vn, we had
reachcd the spreading forest which separated us
from o 4 which stretches away

wards Lithuania, there to uniie
und ess forests of that eountry.

v
ad we travelled was wide enough 10 re-

the complete light o
s in i
wllow-
ked

oeive, withou! hindianc,
the full maon ; but the frogaent
whica bad bren caused by the
ing immediately upou the thaw, chee
progres: : greates

A pectect stllness rigned around us, which was
broken valy by ihe iroiting of the horses, and the
be.vy bieathing of the Luly’s maid, an old French
woman, who had fallen asleep. My thoughts
were by the bed of my sick father, and weither
Axivia nor myself felt inelined ¢ wi

jast an hour be idnight, and nuthing pari
ular bad bappened on our louely way ; suddenly
the horses which drew our sleigh began t shew
iness : they snorted and
chafedy wnd  withuat being urged by the whip,
they galloped faster and  faste
i

their ususl speed
cause. They appeared
anxwns and fearful, anid ofien turned thetr heads
round 1o 1ok back, aud thea it always seemed as
if 80 e unkuown pawer imp-lied them to renewed
From these sudden dashings forward,
so wild and ircegular,
10 use some resiranit
this they gave wav, it is true, but not without
resistance, aud with an appearsnce of the grear-
o8t terrar. Axinia wis two deeply engiged in
her own thoughts and feelings 1 pay any atten-
1 10 the altered hehaviou; the animals ; but
being used 10 them and theie habus, feit
agitated, and prepired as it were for some
strange and woaderful oceurrence ; and old Rosko
also appeared now to be seized with a certain
uneasy feeling. He lunkod back several times
quickly, seeined 10 bo | stcaing ; then he gave the
b the reins, so tha. they were free 10 g at
thieir own speed, and off they set ata fall
1 was so seated in the sleigh, that by tarning my
head my mouth was close to our driver's ear.
“What is the matter, Rosko? whispered I so
gently 10 liim, that it was impossible for Ax
10 catch what “You svemed to be alarme
and as if the uneasiness of the hurses had com-
wunicated 1is o
e old man considered for a moment, and
answered me in the same low tone. *1 fear
wolves are upon our track 3 the cold hs

eallop.
i n

then
th

to}"

as beginning to]

our horses, the srength of which
broke through

wav.  Awful, horrible soun
the stillnees of the aight. They seemed to
seot forth from the depth of the chest, and resem-
bled sometimes a grunting nuise, and sometimes
the painful, hollow, but yet partly repressed yelis
of one in agony. A xivia still suspecied nothing;
nothing eould arouse her from (he thoughte of|
home which engaged her so deeply. 1 was not
able howeggr, much longer to leave her in i
happy unconscivusness of the danger which theat-
eoed us. I could already distinguish the sep:
groups of the eager monsters ; already several
had burst forwrad, out of the mass, and were
within gun-shot of our sleigh. 1 raise
cocked 11, and aimed f
tures.  *Stoo) 0 1 cried Lo Axinia,
had started up, as if frightened out of a dr
She looked at me inquiringly, but it was e
from my _actions that this Was no time for ques-
i She is d
shoulder 3 my gon went off, and the foremost and
largest of the animals fell to the earth. My shot
had waked the lady’s-maid, and she began w
scream, thinking we were atacked by robbers.

“Itis ouly the wolves,’ said Rosko, with aston-
ishing coolness. but a
b

the creatures had reached us, and that they
seemed to be smelling our carringe, they
wished first to see of what the freight consisted
before they made the attack. With my loft
hand [ d the ready-cocked pistol, and with
a searching glance I looked at the head of my
ster, in order to select that part where death
ould reach her the surest and quickest. My
right hand h.d mechanically drawn my hunting
knife. A veil of blood appeared to be drawn
over my sight, and through the blood I beheld
the praying Axinia, the hungry wolves, and
the wide waste of snow. Then one of the crea-
tures gotnearer to our sleigh ; it gave a fright-
ful spring to clear its side, but my hunting-
knife caught it in the flank as it sprany, and it
fell dead before it reached us. Axinia had
-|sunk in torror by the side of the lady's-maid,
who had long since been cowering ia the bottom
of the sleigh
¢ Well dune !” eried Rosko to me, with all the
spirit of a young man. ¢ Spare your powder,
and use your knife! I can see the hut now.
Hold out only a little longer, and then we shall
be secure.” Then the bloody veil fell from be-
re my eyes, and it became agein light within
me and round. Rosko flogged the horses un
morcifully, and once more_the faithful beasts
made incredible exertions ; itseemed as if they
felt that this was the last piece of service they
sould ever render their masters, and were
therefore willing to put forth their last strength.
In the meanties, I bad pus the platal in tmy
breast-pocket, and stood upright, with the
gunstock held up in my hand ready to strike
Whethe: was that this threatening attitude
made an impression on our pursuers, or who-
ther the accelerated speed of our horses was
the cause, [ know not ; but so it was, that we
began to leave the savage monsters a little be-
ind, and we giined a slight, but in our situu-
tion, invaluable advantage over thew. [ looked
around me—lhere stood the hut; the door
nd Rosko gave a ory of joy. as with

the horses, and
At ing: *We are
Quickly out, and into the
ut to be lost!" But

5

il e said no more, for he did not wish
the females to hear the worst. la the meantime,
the horses, startled by the report of the gun,
darted forward with renewed vigour, whilst the
wolves made a stop to gather round the dead budy
of their companion.

It will not last long,’ murmured Rosko to
himself. *1 know them ; they will soon be close
behind us again; and their will put
the best horse to shame.”

1 now had an opportunity of seeing how great
was Axinia’s sirength of mind. She spoke woids
of comfurt t the weeping lady’s maid with per-

her 10 juin in
e will could instantaneous'y

e
| her the lady's maid ; but the laiter was not capa-
‘m.. of collecting her thoughts 1o pray, and she
gave way to continual lamentations and 10 repeat-

here—we are Lere !
hat ; there’s not a

ations of the journey itself. By this|uiready had Axinia, with wonderful energy,

o | had reloaded my Tifle, and it lay agamst |sprang outof the sleigh and into the hui;
asiate of readiness; whilst_tho | Kouko followed ber, earrying the fain
Il ing their vest 10 escape trom our |maid ; [ was the last. ‘As | was goi

old man snatehed the gan out of my band, and

pursuers.  Then the rushing, souflling, and pant- S Ny e
1 rushed out again. [ looked after him in a

{10 drew nearce again; the dark miass came on |rush
{ with wonderful speed, and 1 soon perceived mn’ymnshm_wl; I'saw that the wolves were com-
Va few of he creatures had outrun the others, and | ing up in enormous numbers, and I knew that
wera approsching heir gaping jaws extend: |:hey would be up with us in a minute or two.
ed towards us. A secoud ball siruck the most | | called after bim to come back, but his work
daring of them to the ground. | hoped by 1lis| was already done : with two cuts of the whip,
again 1o gain time; | hoped that, favoured by ] he bad set the horses off again into a full gal-
the frequent stwpping of the beasts over their |10p, and had got back aguin just as two of the
dead comrades, we might be able to cain the out- savage beasts made a spring towards the hut.
e of the furest, perbaps some human | With two blows of the but-end of the gun, he
w vain were my calealations ! | struck them both down,and then was by my
his time they did not remain near so long with | side aguin : and just as the foremost of the pack
their dead companion as with the first ; I had | reached the hut, and would have pressed in, we
roely time 10 reload, before they were after us | pushed to the strong oaken door, and bolted it
with the iron bol:, which, providentially, we

Il of no use,” whispered Rosko to me : | found still there. .
annot last much longer, and then we| I should in vain endeavour to describe the
foelings [ experienced at that moment. Man
ears huve passed away since that tim
| have gone through much that was calculate
to try the soul ; but never had I feelings equal

H
[

Ty

_And itis true that by this time there was a
visible decrease in the strength of our horses ;
their breath became an anxious garping, and their

them out of the woods, and hunger makes them | Pace uasteady. They did their best, for they knew | to these. The purest joy at the deliverance of
follow s 5 and if the speed of the horses does| hat the bluodthirsty destruyers were at our heels, | my sister took possession of we, and with it
not save us, we are lost.” and that they knew only speed couid save us ; but | the feeling that d st the greal

T have since then led the life of a_soldier, and | thei

have beheld death in its most fearful forms jhut
never in the thick of battle’s roar, nor in front of
a flaming bavery, did I ever feel the terror and
horror I felt at"this moment. My first thought
was my sister. | saw, in imagination, her deli-
cate lovely form tora by tho teeth of the
1aonsters ; 1 saw them appease their hunger with
sanguinary delight. | had often heard that these
ereatures pursued their prey with an obstinacy
and a speed which made it impossible 1o esc
from them. 1four horses could hold out,

might be saved, but | felt sare, that their sirength
would be exhausted before that of our pursuers,
and that we should fall a sacrifice to them. | wore
a hanting koife by my eide, and had also with
me a rifle and a pair of pistols ; but my provision
of powder and ball wi , and could serve
only to bring down some few of these savage
animals, which | knew were accustomed to go out
upon their nightly expeditions in flocks of several
hundreds together. In the meantime, old Rosko
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we

drove the horses onward with unceasing speed ; | pres
them much, for
beasts understood | I

but it was not necessary 1o urg
the acute instinct of the terri

4ance behind us, in order to
stilluess of the night, for som
«confirm the horror of our fate.
Rosko saw and heard p
u are comiog !’

o

ten, through the
sound that might

whispered he

suddealy. yo
ing ? y look like a dark shadow as they
eome up out of the valley. Itisa pack of moro
than & red.”

Inow saw what Rosko’
already seeo. With a stran,
enormous black mass came nearer and nearer
passed quickly over the suow, that one could not
exactly distinguish the manner of its motion, and
it became M‘-ui-l 1t would very soon overtake

hear the rushing and pant- ' m

had sing
owers were becoming more and more ex- | ness and the goodness of the Almighty. I felt
hansted. Ofien had one or other of them already | the utmost coutrition : I dared not speak to
fallen on its knees and then sprang up again with | Axinia, whose confidence in heaven had never
a desperate effort.  We were, indeed in a fearful | for one momeut forsaken her, and who at this
sitnation ; 1 wrembled for Axi moment; and with o steady voice, was offered
. M thanks for her merciful” deliverand e
snufling and rattling of the wolves at the door
roused me from the train of thought into which
T had fallen. Rosko had had the presence of
mind, when he ran back to set the horses off,
and thereby give them the chance of saving
themselv:
sleigh, and bring it with him into the hut. We
now began to examine the interior, to sce whe-
ther wo were in safety ; and as we did so, we
heard the low growling of the wolves, which
continaed jumping against the door, and climb-
ing up against the windows ; but fortunately
re-| the windows were fastened with very stron;
shutters. Mud-walls surrounds nd u
bank of earth was built against one side ; o
little balf-rotten straw lay in a corner,and by
the side of it lay an invaluable treasure, a hea)
f firewood, sufficient, in all probubility, to
save us, during four-and-twenty hou
the severity of the frost. The ol ant lost
not a moment in making use of the disco er{
A most gratefal fire soon flawed in the middle
of the room, the smoke from which went up-
wards, and found an outlet at one of those
openings in the roof which usually form the
J.".mm in these hunters’ huts. [ now breath-
ed more freely, and could look more calmly
upon my sister, who had sat down quietly upon

but that no longer distorbed them in
They were now quite close behind
us ; their heavy breathing was more distinetly
heard. 1 could see their gapio and rows of
frightfal teeth, and their tongues banging out ;
and | could see their savage, fiery eyes. Ard
what & multitude was there of them! My last
charge was expended, and 1 now esed no
means of def:nce agaiust an attack of the furious
animals, except my two pistols, which had not
yet been fired off, my hunting-knife, and th
but-end of my rifl 'his Rosko had remarked.
“There is stll one hope left, said h
member to have seen on ou way here an unin-
habited hunter’s hut, which cannot now be far, off|
If we su i ing it, we are safe for the
if not, the wolves will tear us 1o peices,
e their fierce hunger with our fles:
ol ,? continued he with
bling voice, ¢ then—you b
tols—then be compassionate, a
a :r:dy death, that she msy
under the teeth of the wolves !*
I'stared in speechless siloace
a tear ran down his cheok ; with
head

"looked at me, and if by
eans to add force to what he nad eaid. Never
ehall | forget that moment! A shudder ran

| through iy I looked into the innocent face | the earthen bank, and was engaged in endeav-
‘of my sister: | tarned my eyes in desperation to- | ouring to restore the fainting lady's-maid,
hea it seemed to me that deliverance | whom Rosko had placed there when be carried

ber in. With the h-lu' some spirits from
Rosko’s flask, sho at succoeded ; and we
8 in hor resignation to the will of |all gathored round the fire, the beneficial effects |

‘Then the panting and trampling | of which soon gavo us new life ; and whilst we

to somteh the lantern from the |j

enemies outside, we congratulated

upon baving excped B Tarie
woman, now that the paralysing effuc

foar had left her, bogan to° d ibor wigh o
tonishing volubility, ull she had suffercd, and
how she had expected every mon, e
of the wonsters spring intw the sleigh and swal-
low us all up. I'sat holding Axinia's hand in
mino, and an expression of unspeakablo joy
might be scen in tho fuces of s bath. " 1)
Rosko alone appeared unmoved at the fayvour
which fate had shewn us; be sat looking with
gloomy thoughtfulness into the vising flames ;
his was knit, from time to e
shook his head. Suddenly we nuw heard, ro.
ounding from a distance, so loud and heart.,
piercinga cry of pain, that we looked at each
other in astonishment, and Axinia crept close
to me, as if for safety I had never heard g
sound like it before. it could be the tones of
no human being tnat picrced the air with so
much strength, and 1 knew of no animal the
ery of whi rosembled. It soon ceased ; but
the piteous complaint, the heart-piercing dis-
tress of that toue, continue sound in our
ears. Rosko had’ gone une, towards the
door, and was looking through a crack in it.
It had now become stiller without, and it ape
peared to me that the growling und bowling
of the wolves 1o longer sounded so directly in
our neighbourhood. Old Rosko came back
from the door, and he must have seen in the
expression of my face an interrogation as to
the shocking, unnatural toncs we had heard.

“ Poor Alexander ! all is over with Lim !
The young beast was full of courage and fire,
and no_doubt fought his biood-thirsty euemies
bravely with his hoofs ; but he was obliged to

y ; the numbers were to great for him.
ir, continued Le, ¢ that dreadful ery an-
nounced to us the death of your favourite Liorse
U have heard this tone, which pierces to the
very soul, on the tield of hattlo. peculiar
to strong young horses, which part hardly witn
their life, and struggle with death to the last
woment. 1 will lay any wager it went easier
with Cynthia ; she was weaker than Alexander,
and older too. But this much is certain, that
the poor animals have become a prey to the
wolves, h ure at this mument enga, i
devouring them, and therefore louve us 1n peace.
At this moment, there are but few of them
about the but; the great mass ure engaged in
their horrid meal.  They will soon return,
however, more ravenously, hungry, und wore
blood-thirsty thad ever ; for this siight repast is
sufficient only to stimulate their insatiable ap-
tites.

The old man had spoken truly. We sat still,
and as if waiting round the fire : and u few mo-
ments only had when we again heard
the feet and the panting of the wolves close out-
de : then they came bursting agaiust the door
and the window-shutters: then the growling
became louder; and we could find that, with
newly excited rage, they were trying to climb
up the door-posts and the wud-walls in order
to get upon the roof. We were in the most
anxious suspence, Our eyes were fixed on tho
opening in the roof just above us, through
which, when & puff of wind parted the cloud of
smoke which went up from our fire, the star-
light heavens looked brightly down upon us.
A fresh eolumn of smoke was just about to
twirl upwards, when the lady’s-maid uttered a
loud shriek, and, pointing with her finger to
the roof, fell speechless on the ground. A
fearful sight was before us our wolves’
heads, with bloody jaws, and their tongues
hanging out, shewing their white rows of sav-
age teoth, were ranged round the edge of the
opening. and looking down, with glowing eyes,

o the flames beneath. Seen through the
smoke as wo saw them, they looked like de-
mons. At this unexpected uié;hl. only Rosko

ed his presence of mind. e threw a
faggot into the fire, saying: * We have nothing
to fear from these four ; they do not like fire ,
it dazzles then d they will not be able to
sce us.” But suddenly there came a loud crash
in the weak rafters of the roof ; three of the
mdnsters disappeared, but the roof gave way
under the fourth, and hung down within the
cabin, whilst the creature endeavoured in vain
to cling to the ch kept breaking
round it. It was very evident that it must
soon fall into the flames beneath.
 Away from the fire!’ cried old Rosko to the
two females, who, terrified, fled into & corner.
“ Now lhoolk'
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. aim—hit sure !"

i acizod the gan himeelr, and stood by with
it ready to strike a blow with the stock. We
heard ihe creature groaning with fear. Tt was’
of unusual and fearful size. I obeyed me-
chanically the command of the old sorvant, I
took a trae aim, fired, and at the same instant
the unimal fell into the burning pile of wood
beneath, from whicb fiew on all sides firebrands,
burning coals, and sparks. | started back
from the fames; but there lay our enemy
bleeding, and roiling itself amongst the fire-
brands, howling horribly und piteously with
in. Rosko kept his place courageoualy ; and
ofter having raised the stock of the 3un oneo.
twice over his head. and brought it down again
each time.with a heavy blow, there lay the

came closer (o us, and I saw thai the foremost of ! listened to the savage growling of our fearful

beast dead before us, its limbs strotched out



