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The Polling Booth

MNowever frivolously the politicians may
talk on oocasion, and notwithstanding the
eynicism that is far too prevalent among
the electors im every free country today,
an election is an important event. It may
be true, as is commonly held, that there
| is very little difference, if any, in the pol-
i icies of contending political parties, that
the “ins” merely want to stay in and the
“outs” to get in. Yet, ¥ democracy is to
mean anything at all other than a spec-
uwlative theory in government, it has to be
kept alive and strengthened by public in-
erest in political affairs—an interest that
finds its full and complete expression in the
privacy of the polling booth.

There i8 so much indifference abroad
these days with respect to the right and
l‘ duty of franchise that many serious stu-
!1" Y dents of political affairs are of the opinion

S

| that voting should be made compulsory. It
i} is doubtful, however, that that is the an-
| swer to the problem. Indeed, in the few
free societies where it has been tried it
does not appear to have contributed very
much to the sum total of political values.
It has added statistical weight to election
figures; but it has not created new concern
for the quality of governments, which is
the real purpose behind free political tech-
niques. It is doubtful, too, that com-
: pulsory voting ean be defended on moral
grounds. After all, the essence of the dem-
ocratie principle is the freedom of the in-
dividual within the framework of ordered
society; and there is something about the
idea of force which is not commensurate
Eo o with that essential right.
] Perhaps the pressing need in this soun-
try, in this Province, and in all other socie-
tties where the people are free to choose
their parliamentary representatives, is not
for a law to drive them to the polls but
for a greater awareness of the freedoms
that have been inherited and a deeper
sense of personal responsibility in retain-
ing them. The vociferous shoutings and
the strife of tongues which precede our
election days oan be, and often are, vexing
and annoying to intelligent men anxious to
do their duty and to take advantage of
their right. No matter; these things are
only the accidents of political freedom; the
t substance is the thoughtful deliberation of
! ‘the individual citizen who in the quietness !
i of a little room marks his x according to

tthe mandate of his conscience. That is|
i where democracy shows up bright and
clear. That is where, if anywhere, its
continuing lustre and strength will be
assured.

. Annexationist Sentiment

As Canada’s northern territories de-
velop, notes the Ottawa Citizen, annex-
ationist sentiment in the Western prov-
inces perks up. Senator Walter Aseltine
has again proposed that his home province
of Saskatchewan and its neighbors as well
should be extended to the Arctic. Prem-
iers Manning of Alberta and Bennett of
British Columbia are less ambitious, or
more canny. In 1952, they were coveting
only the most potentially profitable part
of the northern lands, up to the 65th par-
allel of latitude.

Western politicians who eye the Arctic
acquisitively know that at present the costs
of administration would exceed revenues.
But in the not so distant future the bal-
ance sheet might look quite different. The
mineral resources of the Northwest Terri-
tories and the Yukon are immense—uran-
ium, gold, silver, nickel, copper, lead and
zinc. So are, the resources of oil, gas and
water power. Farming is carried on in the
Mackenzie River Valley and parts of the
Yukon. Towns like Yellowknife are grow-
ing; new mining camps are being opened;
big smelters are in prospect.

The people’ of the northern territories
may not be enthusiastic about the idea
of being annexed to the southern prov-
inces. Not long ago, in fact, the White-
horse Board of Trade adopted the slogan
“50-40 or bust’’—not quite the ‘“50-40 or
fight” of the Americans in the 1840’s, \but
spinited nevertheless. The board feels that
the Yukon should annex northern British
Columbia for the sake of the welfare of
the population in that allegedly neglected
~ region. Yukoners think their territory is
ora of economic develop-
a population of 50,000
years. They might prefer
SU m Bu Ca
that fed-

and more generous treatment than they
might get if absorbed by the neighboring
provinces. Certainly Ottawa is more alert
to its responsibilities in the territories
than it was a few years ago.

A Fine Statement

The Bandung Conference has passed
into history.\ Some of its results, however,
continue to make headlines and will for a
long time to come, for much depends on
whether or not the nations represented at
the conference continue to assert their in-
dependence from Communistic influence
and control. While Western diplomats are
trying to evaluate the conference from the
standpoint of its possible effect on world
affairs, on the spot newspaper observers
appear to be in agreement that the most
striking personality at the meeting was
neither Prime Minister Nehru of India nor
Premier Chou En-lai of Red China, but
General Carlos P. Romulo, chief delegate
from the Philippines.

Whatever General Romulo may be like
as a political practitioner, it is cléar from
a statement he made at Bandung that he
is well aware of the need for restraint,
patience, and good statesmanship on the
part of those Governments which are re-
sponsible for the conduct of affairs in
countries just beginning to play important
roles in world politics. A copy of this
statement has just come to hand. Both
for its fine prose and the wise sentiments
of its contents we feel it is well worth
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the liberty of passing it along to our read-
ers.

“The success of our conference,” said
General Romulo, ‘‘will be measured not by
what wo do for ourselves but by what we
do for the entire human community. Large
as is the cause of Asia and Africa, there
is a cause even larger. It is the cause of
the human community in a world strug-|®
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reading; for that reason we are taking '

often one

the provincce as
home stretch of the election con-
test! And, despite the fact that
the closing hours have been
marked by considerable

“It's a quiet campaign.” How
hears this comment
rom voters im various parts of
we near the

indulg-
nce in personalities, this political

By Heath Macquarrie
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on its policies and aims. flihe
practice obtained in the old joint

meetings served as a valuable CREDO
ﬁzf,l:‘a;?“:)hne f':);usdee HBCO €3 B There is a part of me that knows
P Beneath incertitude and fear,

I shall not perish when I pass

It is unfortunate that the old Beyond mortality’s ftontier;.

practice is dying out -here on the

Island at a time when other parts| gy greatly having joyed and

gling to liberate itself from the chaos of
international anarchy. In short, our cause
is the cause of man.

“Fellow delegates, our strength flows
not out of our members, though the num-
bers we represent are great.
of our perception of history and out of the
vital purpose we put into the making of to-
morrow. If that purpose is stained by re-
sentment or, the desire for revenge, then
this conference will turn out to be a fragile
and forgetful thing. Let us therefore not
seek to draw strength from hurt or heart-
break but from our common hopes that
can come to life in all peoples everywhere.
And if the fest of that strength should be
our ability to forgive, then let it be said
that we were the giants of our time.”

Some sensible words abouwt American
foreign policy appear in the current. issue
of International Journal,
published by the Canadiam Institute of
International Affairs.
found in an article by Prof. G. M. Craig of
the University of Toronto.
suggests that many of the defects of
American foreign policy since the end of
the war have arisen from the almost im-
possible task that the United States tried
to do. For the United States found itself
charged with the staggering task of hold-
ing the immense fort of
munist world until its friends and allies
could recover their positions of independ-
ence and strength. Under such conditions,
the United States not only felt a responsi-

battle has somehow failed to stir
the hearts of the great majority
of voters. Such lack of fervor is
in sharp contrast to some of the
campaigns of an earlier day when
the fighting of an election evoked
the deepest emotions and aroused
the keenest enthusiasm.

This slacking of interest fis
sometimes explained by the as-
sertation that one party has been
so long in power as to be over-
confident, while the other has
been so long in the wilderness of
opposition that it has lost hope of
victory. But a study of voting
statistics quickly disposes of such
an explanation. Neither party
has reason for despair or casual
assurance regarding the verdict
of the people. In no province of
Canada are the two parties so
evenly matched and nowhere is
the winning of a few new voters
of such importance in the de-
termination of the party strength
of the legislature. In all conteests
and competitions — athletic, ec-
onomic, or political—every part-
icipant thrills to the challenge
irom an adversary strong enough
to be a threat, yet not so power-
ful as to be unbeatable. In this
sense Prince Edward Island is
ideal. There is not a single con-
stituency which can be .regarded
as the permanent possession of
either party; both organizations
are strong in all parts of the
province; and the dangers from
third parties are practically non-
existant. Yet we are losing some
of the enthusiasm which used to
mark our political life. Why is
this the case?

.

It flows out

A Difficult Task

the quarterly
They are to be

Prof. Craig

One reason is to be found in
the decline of an institution which,
at one time, was regarded as an
essential part of every election
campaign—the joint meeting.
showed, there is a danger of
having a variety of speakers
Today only the Fifth District of
Kings carries on the old tradition

the non-Com-

various cities Junior Chambers of
Commerce are sponsoring Town
Hall meetings to bring the can-
didates face to face before their
publics. In some constituencies
nomination day is the time for
all candidates to get together on
the same platform.

There is no reason why the
old tradition should be allowed
to pass away in this province
which by its small size and wel
developed background is an ideal
laboratory for democracy. If the
full series of meetings in every
poll cannot be revived, surely
one could be arranged in a cen-
tral part of the riding. And if
the hurly-burly of platform com-
petition i& too much for the parti-
cipants a radio debate could be
arranged, The democratie pro-
cess requires the full and sin-
cere participation of the whole
citizen body, and it not the pre-
serve of a few who are person-
ally ambitious of holdi office.

of the country are seizing upon grieved,
political debates as a means of Greatly content, shall hear the
stimulating voter interest. In sigh

Of the strange wind across the lone
Bright lands of taciturnity.

In patience therefore I await

My friend's unchanged benign re-
gard—

Some April when 1 too shall be

Spilt water from a broken shard.

—Bliss Carmen.
EDUCATION STUDY
FREDERICTON (CP) — Educa-

tion leaders of Canada and the
United States will meet at the

Medically
Speaking

Herman N. Bundesen, M.D,
COLORFUL CARS SAFEST
Are you in the market for a new

sideration to the color. It may help
you avoid an accident.

Whether you buy a new auto —
or what make you buy — is no
concern of mine; but I am irter-
ested in your health and safety.
So, let me pass along some advice
about cars and their colors.

According to the Better Vision
Institute of New York City, the
color of autos is an important fac-
tor in driving ‘safety. A recent
study showed that judgment of the
distance of an object is influenced
by the contrast of its color with
the background.

As an experiment, 164 persons
were tested for vision with the use
of colored cards. Each one looked
through a small opening -at the
cards, which were placed about 200
feet away.

Colored Cards

Cards that were either much
lighter or_much darker than the
background appeared closer than
those which showed less contrast
to the background. Yellow and blue
cards seemed to be as much as six
feet closer than others exactly the
same distance away.
Now this is significant for you
motorists. Cars which contrast
sharply with the background are
much easier to spet. Besides, if
they appear to be closer than they
actually are, there's ample time to
avoid them.
The color, you see, can actually
be a built-in safety device.
As a result of this study, it would
seem that the two-toned blue and
yellow combination is evidently
one of the safest color schemes for
a car. The darker blue stands out
in daylight and in fog; the lighter
vellow is easier to see at night.
Just keep this in mind: it’s sen-
sible to buy an auto that is plain-
ly visible. But most important of
all, drive safely no matter what
the color of your car.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

T. K.: T have a breast tumor.
I have been advised to have a
biopsy made to determine wheth-
er it is malignant or not. What
would you advise?

Answer: By all means, have this
test performed. i
MS;¢? shrdul omfwyp shrdluwdd

l The Age Old Story I

Beloved, let us love one another:
for love is of God; and every one

car™ If you are, give careful con-|

. Page 4 The Guardian
| NOTES.BY THE WAY

There is nothing ke owning and one of the heads of an institutig
driving a car to realize how ag-| dedicated to the cultivation of re,
gravating some pedestrians can be. | son.—Detroit News,
~Nyekvilly. Timéevournel. Careful behavior in the

Aloctor claims he gets as much| and on highways running throyg
business repairing the ~effects of | them should be cultivated yy(
do-it-yourself diets as the carpent-| is second nature. It requires littl
er does cleaning up after do-it-| thought to put a cigaret in the ca
yourself handymen.— Edmonton’| ashtray rather than throw it oy
Journal, “ | of the window. It calls for no grea

skill to see that a cam
According te a scientist it is the| put out before it is left. Illi)s gil';l i
alcohol in trees that colors the|ter of simple common SeRselt at
leaves. It is also alcohol in the| that rubbish fires aren’t buit
man that makes things so' color-| so high that they create a o
ful that he thinks a red light is| The time to begin developing ger.
green and that another motor car 200

habits with fire, or with thi
is a part of the highway.—St. Cath-|that cause fire, is n —Victor,
is & part of the b OW.—Victoriy

Times.
The rather startling item of

news from Chicago which tells of
a baby born on the front seat of a
car as the father bécame lost on
a cloverleaf exit en route to the
hospital, isn't too surprising to per-
sons who have had the harassed
feeling of not knowing just where
to go on one of these supposedly
simple turnings. Cloverleaves may
be simple to some drivers, but
there are others who become com-
pletely frustrated at just the
thought of navigating their com-
plicated path.—Brockville Record-
er and Times.

Brig. Gen. Frank L. Howley,
who was once American , com-
mander of West Berlin, has told
a senate committee that we should
stop talking to the Communists
and start fighting them. ‘You
don’t sit down with murder-
ers and discuss business,” he
said, airily dismissing the vast
complexity of international prob-
lems, and consigning civilization
on principle to thermonuclear de-
struction. What makes Gen. How-
ley’s remarks notable is the fact
that he is now vice-chancellor of
New York university. The pres-
cription that we stop trying to save
ourselves by reason and revert to
savagery comes oddly indeed from

Abolition of the Senate hag

advocated by some membe!;sb"‘;
Parliament. Yet, even though
Senate is 5o often treated ag on:
of our oldest public jokes,
who understands and values
principles of our Federal
stitution would advocate a unj.
cameral Parliament. The Mere
addition of 21 senators to the
present 81, to bring the Senate up
to full strength, would not in
self increase its effectivness. What
is far more important than num.
bers is to start choosing senators
of greater vigor. But the bill hag
real value; it may force the Gov-
ernment to stop Procrastinating
—Winnipeg Free Press '

Newfoundland

con.

followed Nova
Scotia this month with a 2 cents
a gallon tax hike to share the
dubious honor of having the high.
est gasoline tax (17¢ per gallon)
of any province or state onm
North American continent, New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Is
land are second highest with 150
per gallon. If all the gasoline tax
revenue and registration fees are
spent on roads and bridges there
will be little complaint from the
motoring public and eventually the
Atlantic provinces will have a
splendid system of highways, —
Transport Review.

HYNDMAN
AND CO. LIMITED

INSURANCE

. Since 1878.

Offices: CHARLOTTETOWN . SUMMERSIDE : MONTAGUE

that loveth is born of God, and
knoweth God.

University of New Br ick here
July 25-29 for a conference on the
basic problems of education. The
meeting will be largely in the form
of panel discussions,

DIVISION TRAINS

CAMP GAGETOWN, N. B. (CP)
The army says 10,000 men will be
stationed for divisional training at
this base under Maj.-Gen. J. M.

Institutions which foster and sti-
mulate broader interest and par-

ticipation should be encouraged.

Rockingham by June 30. Units be-
gin arriving about June 1 and will
undergo training on a divisional
basis until late July.
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erican solution for all world problems. s

a satisfactory

substitute either
Ince, as the present contest
ling with a limited ber of

But no foreign policy can be conducted|d
in this way. Even weak partners have to
be dealt with diplomatically, not arbitrar-
ily. Gradually there has come a realiza-
tion that the world is an extremely com-|r
plicated place, and that policy is subject to
many frustrations. Policy is really a “do-
ing the best one can”, not a practice of

I

But Prof. Craig says that the allies of
the United States should never forget that,
in its larger outlines, it was the American

strument in giving western civilization a|
chance for survival in the desperate de-
cade for 1945.”

EDITORIAL NOTES

The new British Foreign Secretary, Mr.
Harold MacMillan, is a bit of a wit along
with his other accomplishments. He once
called Socialism “nothing but fish and
Cripps”. At the time Sir Stafford Cripps
was the'Labour Party's chief philosophical
exponent.

The averageé annual per capita income
in India is $57; that of the Chinese is $27.
Yet there are people in this country and
the United States who question the value
of the Colombo Plan and other projects de-

igned to improve the standard-of living in

issues to the point of monotony.

But there was no boredom or

monotony in the joint meetings.

can still recall the first one ¥

ever attended, a decade before

eaching the voting age. Victoria

Hall was packed on that hot July
night in
McLure extolled
the Bennett platform while Mac-
. g millan and Jenkins upheld the re-
sulking “reappraisals.” cord of MacKenzie
ministration.
parry of debate the candidates
were tested by the people most
interested in their qualifications
S " . |4nd abilities,
willingness to attempt doing everything|of eloquence is not an essential

« t i -|attribute of a public man, every
everywhere that ‘“has been the prime in candidate of & political & rty
should be able to speak publicly

1950 when Myers and
the virtues of

King’'s ad-
In the thrust and
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