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THINGS AS THEY ARE IN AMERICA.

BY WILLIAM CHAMBERS.

RICHMOND, IN VIRGINIA.
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In fine weather, the sail down the Potomac
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for the river though broad, is not sn wide
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by Washington, now in a discreditable
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and which provoked such an incessant. torrent of
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and since young gentle-
men betook |hemulvn to smoking tobacco in
common cla; , the vice may be said to have
become fuélicutble in thé janies departments of
high-life—at anyrate, we do not see that it meet
with public censure. Now, if it be considered
that in the United States, the rise from one
condition of life 1o another is astonishingly rapid,
and that all classes u-vcl together in the same
cars, and live 1oge same hotels, it will
not be difficult o und nd how certain obnox-
ious practices should ubtrude themselves on the
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Situated on a high and sloping bank on the
left side of the James River, Richmond is much
less regular in outline than the greater number
of American _citi
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principal thoroughfares, there are many narrow
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bayoaet in the United States, and suggested the
anpleasant reflection, that the large infusion of
slaves in the composition of society was not
unattended with danger.
A fine view is obtained from the front of the
Capitol, overlooking the lower part of the city,
falls, and the country in the
distance. The falls of the James River appesr
10 have determined the situation of the town.
These falls unitedly amount to a descent of eighty
feet, and are made available for tarning a number
of large mills for grinding flour, and other pur-
poses. Tho occurrence of such falls is only one
of a seties of similar pheuomena, along the_cast
coast of America, where, by recess
sea, a terrace-range crosses the ri
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the local newspapers, I learned that the sales take

ca by auction every morning in the offices of

certain’ brokers, who, as I understood by the
of advertisements, rehased

received slaves for sale on commi
‘Where the street was in which the brokers | };
conducted their business, 1 did not know ; but the
diss y made. Rambling down the
main street in found that the subject
of my search was ow and short thoroughfare,
ng off to the left, and Itrmln e
ilar cross thoroughfare. Both
with brick-houses, were dull and lcnl‘ " There
was not & person to whom | could put & quullon
Looking about, I observed the office of a com-
mission-agent, and into it I stepped. Conceive
the idea of a large shop with two windows, and a
door between; no shelving or counters inside; the ’
nterior a spacious, dismal spartmant, not well
swept; the only furniture a desk at one of the |
windows, and a bench at one side of the shop, |
three feet high, with two steps to it from the
1 say, :nneﬂu the idea of this diemal-
th nobody in it but three nego
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woolly-headed _urchin, mpanied  with
propriste gestures, in imitation, doubtless, of the
scenes he had

spoke a fow words to the little creatures, bt was
acarcely understood; and the fun went on as if |
had not been py s0 1 left them, happy in

Iu another office of a similar character, on the
opposite side of the street, I was more successful.
ere, on inquiry, 1 was respeetfully informed b
a person in attendance, that the sale would take
place the following moring st halfpsst nine

Next day | set nnl nenrdm.ly, after breakfast,
for the scene of opet ich there was

"It was alruady the sppointed hoar; but ss no
company had assembled, | entered and took a
seat by the fire. The ofiae, provided with  fow
deal-forms and chaits, a at one of the
windows, and a block Lo by a fow steps,
was tenantless, save by a gentleman who was
arranging papers at the desk, and to whom I had
addressed tay olf on the provious eveniog. Miaute
afier minute passed, and still nobody eotered.
Thete waa claacly 0o burey in going o business. |
L felt almost like an intruder, and had formed t! ‘
resolution of departing, in order to look into ™
other offices, when the person referred 10 left his |
esk, and came and seated himself opposite to |
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answer; ¢do you mean field-bands or house-
u"lnu!’
* All kinds,” Iuplud, “I wish to get all the
information I ean.”

ness, the gentleman stopped ||
10 his desk, and began to draw upa note of prices.
This, however, scemed to require careful con-
sideration; and while the note was preparing, &
lanky person, in @ wide-awake hat, and chewin
tobacco, entered, and took the ehair just vaca

seen enacted daily in the spor. 1| P!
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ble to persons of colour. fire, in the corne re I was seated. I wi
now between 1l llu—lh- white man cn
for the right, and 1l od_young negro on the
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Virginia, a8 a matter of husband s at once attracted the
obourera e the express pur| . Chewing with vigour,
hnrd that such was the ease, th-lru r, a8 if to seo
: -hn mﬁn. 3 der this search-
lu L H )y were a little abashed,
of any kind, l-n Ihmw on my own resources | but said nothing. mh-ppunnulud little
in acquiring this i of the are apt to associate
however, there was no impediment to encoonter | with the idea of Bl They were dressed in
in the research. The exposure of ordinary goods F‘ woollen nts, and nmoon,
in a store is not more open to the public than are | soloured cotton nnkoioGE shirts, coarse
the sales of slaves in By m-nlll-l woollen stockings, and -mc lhool The man
worea black bat; the

was bareheaded.
Moved by a sudden hp&l‘u. wﬂﬂ'lll left
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bogan o grasp ot the man's arumg, 4 1 to i
ihele musoular cpasity. on_examined

de Reada A and last ofall, tol hin
to 0 s teoth, which
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thoso ezsminatious, Wideamake Josumed his
seat, and chewed on in silence
] Etought 1 was but fair u:-u -honld 2ow
have my turn of tion, and acoord;
asked the elder negro what was his
said he did not know. I mext inquired Imw
old the boy was. He said he was seven yea
of 8, n asking the man if the boy was. his
o Bo smid ho wed Bot—he was bis sousin. 1
ing into other particulars, when the
office-keeper approached, and handed me the
note ho had been proparing ; at the same time
making the ol on that the market T
dull at present, and that there never could
more fourable opportanily of buymg i
thanked him for the troublo which he bad
taken; and now submit @ copy of his price-
current

* Best M-n, B Oo 25 yo-rl old amo to 1300
Fair do. 950 to 1050
Boys, 5 feet, 850 to 950
Do., 4 feet 8 inches, 700 to 800
Do., : ;m 5 inches, to

* t,

Leating this document for future con
ation, I to o history of the
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according to the announcement on the paper

stuck to the flag, there were to be sold,
woman and three children; & young vomn,
woman, sad a little

Already  crowd had met, com,

Iwnld think, of ns mutly from the cotton-
plantations of the south. w were seated
near o fire on the nglwhnnd nd
tood round an iron stove in the mi
-pmam 'The whole place had  dilapi
From a back-window, there was
aviow into a ruinous courtyard; beyond which,

in a hollow, accessible by a side-lane, s
. o- which the word Jul

inscribed in 'r lack letters on & white
‘mund Timagined it to

d. 1 be a depot for the
reception of negroel
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minute:
after the other, un
who seemed to act

principal assistant. |
saw no whips, chains, or any other engine of
forco. Nor did such appear to be required.
Al tho lots took their seats on o long_forms
ves; nono shewed any sign of
Herlietth eay. ous. ubbe & woed.
Tholr manser wea that of perfeot hunility and
resignation,
As soon as all wero seated, there was s
neral examis uno“hmr respective merits,
E‘ thei s, looking into their mouths,
vestigating the quallty of their. hands
ey fingors—this last_being evidently an im-
portant particular. Yet there was no abrupt
rudoness in muking these examinations—no
course or domineering language was employed.
The three negro men wero dressed in the usual
manner—in gray woollon clothing. The wom;
with three children,
n:anlmn

y  pecul
She was neatly attired, with
hs kemluel'lnmnd round her hl
and wore whm apron over her gown.
children were all girls, one of them a bab;
&In breast, threo months old, and the otl 'n
rs of age respectively, ri
m with cloan white pinafores.
tear or an emotion visible in the whole
pm, Everything scemed to bo considered as
matter of course ; and the change of owners
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