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Canadian Literature Surveyed

A stimulating review of Canadian fiction
and poetry, past and present, is given in a
volume recently published by the Ryerson
Press, Toronto. It is entitled ‘Creative
Writing in Canada”, the author being Dr.
Desmond Pacey, head of the English de-
partment of the University of New Bruns-
wick. At the outset he concedes that while
Canada has produced a goodly number of
talented writers, even her best—Lampman,

Carman, Pratt, and Klein in poetry, Kirby. |

Grove, and Callaghan in the novel, and
Haliburton and Leacock in prose humour—
are, at the most charitable estimate, second-
ary figures on the world literary stage.
This of course is not surprising in a com-
paratively new and thinly-populated coun-
try.

Of the various literary forms, poetry is
the one in which our contribution has been
most outstanding. Next in importance has
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great domestic crises to arouse the national |
imagination. The War of 1812 was a sec-
ondary campaign which deeply affected
only Ontario; the rebellions of 1837 were
abortive minority movements; Confeder-
ation itself was a reluctant and hesitant ad-
venture; the two Great Wars were fought
far from our shores. Canada moreover is
a vast country of marked regional varia-
tions and with two major cultural tradit-
jons and many minor ones: the result is
that Canadian society, for all its immatur-
ity, is a difficult one for the artist to re-
duce to order.
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by the same forces. No separate sections
on Canadian drama are given ‘“for the sim-
ple reason,” as the author states, “that our
output of dramatic writing has been almost

gratulated on his Budget, especially as he
iprovides for a surplus, and leaves the
{standing of the Province in the borrowing
market at a high standard comparable with
a wealthy province like Ontario.

[
|  An up-to-date bus service over the Is-
|1and would give a tremendous boost to our
tourist traffic, so many visitors without cars
would be able to come, with their families,
and see the sights and enjoy our climate

!and beaches with ease and pleasure.

Our export cheese market has disap-
ipeared, and our internal market has not
lyet been developed. A sad outlook for
cheese factories. This is a case where the
Federal Government should allow the pro-
duct to find its own market level, and to
| discover whether a domestic market could
not thereby be developed, before planning

support.

is to be no exception,—indecd heavier ex-

!view to road improvement, and develop-
;ment, and with the Trans-Canada Highway

founded and edited the “London Mercury”,
a monthly magazine of literature and the
arts. Some of his books are, ‘“Socialism
and Art”, “The Grub Street Nights Enter-
tainments” and ‘“Water Music.”

“There will be no new taxes” was the
high-light in Provincial Treasurer Darby’s
budget address. He was congratulated by
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. R. R.
Bell) on the clarity and effectiveness of
his technical address on our monetary. sit-
uation, though Mr. Bell admitted it would
take time to stady and analyse it for crit-

President Truman during his regime
had the administration expend $5,671,000 in
renovation of White House, and had entered

in the Legislature to ‘An Act tn
Amend the Plant Discase Eradica-
tion Act.”

This amendment changes the
composition of the Potato Industry
Promotion Committee, gives it
power to license dealers and makes
it an offence for farmers to have
second hand potato or turnip bags
in their possession.

The committee in question was
set up by the Government at the
request of the potato growers and
it might be pertinent to ask if the
growers have been consulted in
respect to the proposed changes
and if they are in favor of them?

Is it unreasonable to suggest
that in a matter which affects the
farmers closely they should have an
opportunity of voicing their opin-
ions on the act before it becomes
law?

We are, Sir, etc.,
P.EI. FEDERATION OF
AGRICULTURE.
J. L. Dewar, Secretary

QUEEN'S COUNTY & OTTAWA

Sir,—~With your kind permission
I would like to make a few minor
remarks through your Public Forum
on some stat ts that “Ind
ent Voter” has made concerning a
recent letter from the Hon. Sen-

characteristic position that would

sent Government. But nevertheless
it should not be hard to conclude
that he or she, according to words

Communism is threatening our ev-
ery day life. When, referring to a
notable professional citizen like Dr.

as a true Christian Canadian, a
British subject, his professional abil-
ity and an outstanding politician on
Canadian rights and privileges for
all concerned. While all those facts
are so well known over our vast
Dominion, some Canadians, I pre-
sume, would suggest that he should
sell out his principles to assist
Stalin behind his Iron Curtain.
Those kind of mean insinuations
might make a grave impression on
our young readers and would be
much better left to perish in the
ink bottle.

Dr, Grant's letter in your recent
issue was not by any means a dic-
tatorship on his part. It was only
a truthful suggestion from one
who has remembered the past and
has seen the repetition of the same

unfortunate enough to have our two
members in the Opposition in the
persons of MacLean and Martin
Then again under the Bdrden ad-
ministration we sent up two great
men of the past, the late John E.

urer, dated April 8, 1872.

“In compliance with an Order
in Council of the date of January
9th last,” Mr, Pope wrote, *“I
caused public notice to be given
that all copper coin then in cir-
culation in this Island would be
exchanged on presentation at the
Colonial Building during the month
of February, at the rate of sixteen
cents to the shilling, currency. In
pursuance of such notice, such
copper coin has been received and
the sum of £1849 14s. or $6001.25
was paid by this department in its
redemption. The whole of such
coin has been assorted, counted,
and packed in 83 boxes.”

Sixty-two of the boxes, Mr. Pope
noted, contained small half-penny
tokens of the nominal value of
£1544. 10s. 6d. Seven other boxes
contained Provincial pence, and
seven Provincial half-pence. There
were four boxes of “smooth half-
pence”, chiefly English, and one
each of Provincial coins (sterling),
French coins, and current English
coins. .

“Three persons besides myself,”
wrote Mr. Pope, “were employed
in this disagreeable service for up-
wards of six weeks, The boxes
are now in the Grand Jury room
of the Provincial Building, but

have been put in circulation, to
meet the immediate requirements

is a matter of great congratula-
tion that
Nas been effected,
sumed without any material

this beneficial change
it may be pre-
loss
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LONDON, England:—

“Money is the sinews of affairs”
wrote Bion, a poet of ancient
Greece; and as he dates from 2,000
years or more ago, perhaps his
words constitute a convenient pre-
cedent, a sop to our conscience, if
we feel particularly mercenary
just now. For certainly mortey is
very much in our minds at the
present time, K

Doubtless it is natural, fed as we
have been for the past few years
on A wordy diet of dollars and
sterling, but even those idealizis
who claim that'“money isn't ev-
erything” have to admit that it
has such a ubiquitous influence
on us that it just cannot be ig-
nored. Indeed, since so0 many of us

the more important it becomes in
& clvilized community.
Another complication has been

not speak to his party in time to
get their house done and

—That silly, sulky, illiterate, black-
avised boor

Who was hatched by foreign vul-
garity under a hedge!

The good men of Clare were drink-
ing his health in a flood,

And gazing, with me, in awe at the
princely lad;

And asking each other from what
bluest blueness of blood

His daddy was squeezed and the
pa of the da of his dad?

We waited there, gaping and won-
dering, anxiously,

Until he'd stop eating, and let the
glad tidings out;

And the slack-jawed booby proved
to the hilt that he

Was lout, son of lout, by old lout,
and was da to a lout!

—James Stephens.

Intruding itself for some time, and
promises to assume greater and
greater proportions in the near
future. This is the Cost of Living
which hangs over us like a spectre
with, however, & way of manifest-
ing itself in a much more tangible
fashion than any ghost. Of course,

of, it in recent years is its contin-
ual — and, it seems, {inevitable—

hang an occasional grumble.
Ever since the end of the war
we have watched an odd penny

in themselves, but the coppers add

up to six the
shillings, and the burden is no eas-

“|ped up even in excess of the pen-

nies,
- Ll
Food subsidies, by means of
which the prices of our tials

to! further than the calendar on

are now wondering whether they
will get the rest of their harvesting
done before seeding starts around
the end of April. Their high hopes
for favorable weather in March
were rudely dashed with the ad-
vent of eight or 10 inches of quite
unwanted snow. Weather tor a
Springtime harvest would need to
be drier than usual, with wind ra-
ther than snow to dry the uncut
and swathed grain still to be com-
bined. Now one of the heaviest
snowfalls of the Winter has over-
taken them. But they still have
hope. Nothing has happened yet
that a good Chinook and some
sunny, windy weather in late March
and early April will not cure. —
Lethbridge Herald,

The Copenhagen dairies have de-
cided to make thelr contribution to
bringing art to the masses. They
have commissioned 20 well-known
Danish artists to decorate 20 big
gable walls in Copenhagen. The
artists, who represent a variety of
“schools”, have been given a com-
pletely free hand to paint what

serious thought to the problem of
the distribution of wealth right

will begin to take sidelong looks at
any possible thickening of her hus-

need a pretty strong Unlon back-
ing to resist that kind of victimis-
ation!

look no
the
wall, and note the approach of Ap-

For the answer we need

sense these days tells us to get
married before the annual day of
({inancial) reckoning. Preferably
just before, thet the groom can

have been kept within bounds, are
to be reduced, We are going to
find that we have to pay more
cross the shop counter for our
ood, and less through the taxes
that enabled the Government to
pay part of the cost. Small consol-
ation to know that we have been
living in something of a Fool's
Paradise for so long, that we have
really been getting more from our
grocer and our butcher than the
cash we pald them entitled us to.
Values have been distorted, and a
good many people are going to  be
hard to convince that even in a so-

On the less gloomy side,
Budget has re-adjusted our In-
come Tax scales to give added in-
centive to workers produce
more, A man can now work hard-
er in order to earn more without

claim a rebate on his tax for the
whole of the previous year,
And for those already married,
still keep an eye on " the date; if
raising a family is what you want,
have your baby now, before April
5th, and there's another let-off on
your tax.

“Money is the sinews of alfairs”
all right, even if that Greclan gen-
tleman didn't quite have such

the situation!

INSURANCE

mid-twentieth century angles on

g

After long delay in the face of
mounting protests from Canada
and other countries, which were
supported by the Truman Admine
istration, specific action has fin-
ally been taken in the US. Con-
gress to lift the tight restrictions
imposed last August on imports
of dairy products into the United
States. The Senate banking com-
mittee has voted to recommend
what amounts to a face-saving
compromise, but one which should
effectively revoke the virtual em-
bargo, especially on cheese.

The embargo was adopted 1n
Congress last year in a roundabout
way under lobby pressure from the
U.S. dairy industry by being tack-
ed into the Detence Production Act,
The Senate committee now pro-
poses to remove it in an°equally
roundabout way, by permitting
such bans on imports only after
special hearings and findings b)
a qualified body. Since U.8. im-
ports of cheese, for example, have
run only to between two and five
per cent of domestic production in
recent years, and tariff concessions
on dairy-product imports are
pledged until 1954 under multlla-
teral trade agreements, any find-
ings in favor of such bans are un-

not only from Canada but from
other countries affected, such as

that not only did the action null-
ify the tariff reductions granted
under the trade agreements, buf

It is gratifying that a step has
at least been taken to remedy this
arbitrary and  unjustified nhmita-
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