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Insurance Company still hires
arts students. “We¢ hire a
certain number of business-
oriented graduates to work in
areas such as finance and
accounting,”’’ said Bill Hook,
the company’s personnel
representative, ‘‘but in other
areas, such as underwriting
and general insurance we hire
graduates with all types of
university degrees.”’

Hook said personal per-
formance ranks.higher than
formal education when it

- comes to promotions, citing

himself as an example — a
psychology = major = who
moved up to senior manage-
ment.

“A B.A. will close some
doors,”” he admits, “but
there are jobs out there for
arts graduates ... you just
have to go out and find
them.”

One place you’re not likely
to find them is in govern-
ment. Manitoba’s public
service commission, the body
responsible for hiring
bureaucrats, isn’t talking to
any recent university gra-
duates very much these days,
and not at all to arts students.

““In the early seventies,

_your discipline didn’t matter

very much, but today the
various governments want
to see your inventory,’’ said
Ken Graham, the man who
used to hire students there.
“They want students with
business-oriented training —

MBA’s, MPA’s, Honours

Accelerated Commerce. It’s
become extremely difficult
for liberal arts.”’

To Graham, that fact is not
surprising. ‘‘Nobody ever
expected to get a job with a
liberal arts degree anyways,’’
he said.

Graham advises unem-
ployed arts graduates to ‘‘Go
back to school and get some
business and administrative
training.”’

Jim Fyles, an employment
officer at the University of
Winnipeg, said employers are
not jumping at the cnance to
hire arts graduates,

‘““We hardly get any (em-
ployers) up here,”’ he said.
‘“In bad times, employers go
for the specialized skills first
and hardly any arts students.

'¢ only thing I've got to offer...”

Arts degree — Still
ticket to success?

And believe me, these are
very bad times.”’

But Bill Hook said Great
West Life hires all its arts
students from applications
off the streets. ‘“We don’t
recruit arts students on
campus only students
with professional training,”’
he said.

The economic value of an
arts degree fluctuates. While
‘“‘idea  people’’ are recruited
during growth periods, Fyles
said in bad times companies
are more concerned with
holding their own, and hiring
office managers.

While an arts degree may
not pay off quickly in terms
of a job, many point to its
value in training the mind.

Psychology student
Heather Weiss is blunt about
what her degree is likely to
bring in terms of financial
gain. ‘‘Probably nothing,”’

she said, ‘‘but I never .

expected it to.”” Rather, she
said, “I’'m learning about
life. . While commerce is a
business apprenticeship
arts are an apprenticeship for
society .... and everyone has
to live in society.”’

Universities and colleges
are being pressured to stress
skills training over liberal
arts, and the system is be-
ginning to respond. A 1981
employment and immigration
department report said the
federal government should
tailor education funding to
“increase the system’s flexi-
bility in responding to
changing market needs.”” In
other words, Canada needs
more engineers and less
liberal arts.

Walt Stein, University of
Winnipeg’s Dean of Curri-
culum, recognizes a need for
more skills training in an
increasingly technological
society. He said new skills
programs are being intro-
duced, possibly childcare and
nursing, but arts courses will
be included in the programs.

Universities are responding
reluctantly  to  society’s
demanc. for more skills-
oriented programs, Stein said.

“When you’re holding on
to something that precious,
you’re reluctant to give any
of it up.”’
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FAST FOOD SERVICE FEATURING:

e SUBMARINE SANDWICHES

e STEAK SUBS

CAPTAIN BURGERS

FISH & CHIPS

GROUP & PARTY RATES AVAILABLE

892-6465

Charlottetown Mall
OPEN MALL HOURS

115 Kent St.
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THERE’S
NO MAGIC PILL
T0 STOP THE SPREAD

OF VENEREAL

DISEASE

The only effective way to lower the risk of
infectious disease is to avoid skin-to-skin
contact.

Only the condom lets you do that.

That's one good reason for using it.

The other good reason is that it's a reliable
and highly effective contraceptive.

Take our advice. Check with your doctor
or local birth control clinic.

Then take
their advice.
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Julius Schmid of Canada Ltd.,
21¥) 34 Metropolitan Road, Scarborough, Ontario MIR 2T8




