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Editorial THE SUMMER OF

by Marko Peric

Some issues appear from nowhere
and dominate the news for several weeks
or months, only to disappear and never
be heard from agian. Others resurface
time and time again, and never really
seem to go away. Native treaty rights is
one of the latter. This past summer saw
the most volatile clashes over native
issues since the Oka standoff --
marijauna on the Kanesatake Reserve,
land claims in Ipperwash Park and at
Gusafasen Lake in BC, fishing disputes
on the Miramichi River. Even on
Lennox Island there was a fight about
lobster.

It’s understandable that this
problem is a continual plague in almost
all regions of Canada. The issue goes
back centuries to the time when England
and France were busy fighting over the

North America. The treaties signed so
many years ago between colonial gov-
ernments and various Indian tribes are
often the basis for these conflicts.

This writer does not have a magi-
cal solution to any or all of the Native
issues. It should be apparent that vio-
lence is not the answer. Stand-offs and
barracades such as we have seen the past
few years are poor ways to draw atten-
tion to problems. A violent altercation
may draw a host of media attention, but
it also results in increased tension and
hard feelings on all sides. In the worst
cases, people have been injured and lives
have been needlessly lost. It’s sad that
sometimes Native groups find that the
only way they can gain any attention is
to resort to blockades and such danger-
ous tactics.

On the other hand, the federal and
provincial governments seem to sweep
these issues under the rug until some-
thing serious happens. Obviously few
governments really want to deal with
this and other tough issues, but the “‘if it
ain’t broken, don’t fix it’’ mentality just
delays the inevitable. Hopefully, once
the Quebec referendum is over the
federal government will try to settle
some of these disputes.

In reality, both sides are at fault in
this on-going battle. Neither side has
demonstrated enough willingness to talk
instead of fight. Perhaps the time has
come for real negotiation to settle some
of these questions once and for all.
Otherwise, as money gets tigher the
problems will only get worse. And the

last thing anyone needs is another repeat l Caborn, J. Jones, Faith Hunte

of the Oka crisis.

Letter To The Editor

Dear AL. R. G. Sufferer,

Thank you very much for your recent
comments on the new carpeting in foyer of
the Robertson Library. I am sorry that you
find it ugly. Much planning went into the
conception and placing of that carpet. Your
concern, however, raises a couple of issues
to which I would like to respond. One is
noise and the other is air quality.

The new carpet has not been placed in
the foyer for frivolous reasons. We have
located it there as just the beginning of
attempts to address longstanding concerns
on the part of Robertson Library users about
the noise level in the foyer. The placing of
the carpet there is an attempt to create soft
surfaces in that area in order to muffle

noise. Can you imagine the noise level in a
library without carpets that would result
from all the hard surfaces? It would be
unbearable! We would have only the
noisemakers left.

The other issue raised by your con-
cerns is the Robertson Library’s
longstanding air quality problems. Our old
carpet is probably a greater contributor to
poor air quality than is the new clean carpet.
We are continuing to grapple with the air
quality problems, however, there are no

cerns by increasing humidity levels in the
winter months. This will not only solve
some of our winter dry-air problems, but it
will also allow us to bring in more fresh air
from outside without decreasing humidity at
the same time. The chiller is also scheduled
to be deacidified over the next six months,
which should further improve air quality
during the spring, summer, and fall months
of next year.

Thank you very much once again for
taking the time to express your concerns.

easy, cheap solutions. In October, work will They are always welcome.

begin in the basement on the installation of
additional humidification equipment. This
should serve to address some of the con-

Dan Savage
University Librarian
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Weauty Room

for Ladies & Gentlemen

Perms

Hair Straightening
Facials
Waxing

Hair and Make-Up
MC 892-5964

Victorian Beauty Room

Student Discount Days
Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs

545 (Iong hair extra)
Shampoo, Cut & Style $17.00

Graduation Photo Special

150 Queen Street

$45.00
$25.00
10% off

$27.00
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