»y

oD

A AWeeklp

Jolities, Litevatuve, and Iews,

“This is true Liberty, when Freeborn Men, having to advise the Public, may speak fiee.”---Euripides.

i

Vol. X,

Charlettetown, Prince Edward Island, Tuesday,

April 1z, 1560,

New Series.---No, 14

Provincial arvliament,

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Tuorsoav, March 8 1860.
PROPOSED ERECTION OF A NEW MARKET HOUWE.

[lis Honor Mr. Palmer presented to the House a Memorial | [jouse —which he thought might easily be done—as would

mnmnmnas | House ; and all th:

| families to provide for were aware that they could buy pro- |

persons, it was well known, attended the market with produce
{and wares for sale v ho had no stands or stills in the Market

such as to narrow or resirict competition. A great number af[

Ordered, That the said Memorial be referred to a Special

inhabitants of Charlottetown who had | Committee to report thereon by Bill or otherwise.
Ordered, That Hon. Mr. Palmer, Hon. Mr. Swabey, and |

visions from such outside vendors at onesthird less than they | Hon. Mr. Ifutchinson. be a Committee {or that purpose. |

' could bay from those who stood in the Market House. Whilst
| he certainly would desire to see this outside competition con-
| inued, he would, a1 the same time, earnestly desire to see
| some such open ercction made, in connexion with the Market

of the Mayor and Common Council of the Uity of Charlot:etown, | uffi,ed those free or outs:de vendors some shelter or protection
praying that this House will concur with the House of Assen- [, the frequent inclemency of the weather. Ile agreed tha

bly in granting, from the Public Funds, a sum sufficient 10 e west end of
purchase a Site for the erection of a new Market iouse, in
lieu of the Sie originally reserved for that purpose on Queen
Nquare ; and further, prayng 1hat an Ac! may pass guarantee-
ing the paymeut of the interest upot such sum as the City may | (4 5 certain ex ent those of tie remotest parts of Queen’s Coun-
find it wecessary to burrow fur the erection of a suitable |1y would be the parties who would chiefly be benefited by the

building.

Hon. Mr. PsLmxr, after the Memorial, &c., had beenread | ;e tie chief coutributors to the expense of s erection. The
by the Clerk, said : | do not know what opinions may be enter-

taive! in thus llouse reiative to the prayer of this Memorial ;
but | do know thet, for mwny years back there has been only
one opinion concerning the necessity of our having 3 new and
more commodions Marker House: that opinion is that the
necessity 18 inperative. [t must be patent to us all that the

the public nght thereto should in no way be nfringed.

MESSAGE FROM THE NOUSE OF ASSEMDLY.
A Message from the House of Assembly by the Hon. Mr.

| concurrence of the Legislative Couneil ; viz:— | ROV W %
| A Bill, intituled * Ao Act to enable the Controller of | Offices within this Island and addressed to the United King-
Queen’s Square was public property ; and that | Navigation Laws in this Island to grant and issue Fishery ;dom (:f(xreat Britain szi Ireland, shall be pl"epald. .

& | Licences to Citizens of the United States, for Vessels built | T}ns clause was unavimously agreed to without any dis-

Hon. Mr. Baeyars thought that, as the inhabitants of Char- {in Prince Hdward Island, and owned by them.” {

oltetawn, and the people 1n 118 immediate neizhbourhood, and, |

proposed bu!ding, it would on'y be fair that they shouid be
people of Prince County and those of King’s County had thei |

the erection of a market house which would be almost exciu- |
sively for the benefit of the people of Queen's County. The |
cnst should fall upon those who would derive the greatest ed- |
vantages from it. | think the ¢xpense should nct be defrayed |

{

present Market [louse is very inadequate for the purposes | (1 (f ihe public revenue.

which it was intended to serve, and that, if the interests of
Queen’s County sloae be considered, it 1s quite manifert that o
much larger Market Honse is required for the accommodation
of those who supply the Ciy with net, fish, and agricuitura!
prodoce. And wat only 1s a larger and more commodious
Macket House required for the accommodation of Queen's
County : it 19 required for the accommodation of the sgricultu-
ral popalation of districts far beyound the range of Queen’s
County. It is, however, [ feel convinced, quite unnecessary
10 tske up the time of the flouse, by urging what we must al
admit, the necessity which exists for the contemplared erection.
All who, on & warket day, see the vast nu.nbers of males and
females who are crowded mto our hittle Market House—many
of them highly respectable persons—to expose for sale theu
agricnltural produce, or the work of their own hande, must be
forcibly struck wih the necessity. Indeed, in the Spring and
in the Autunn, it 1s gnite deplorabe to see the lnconvenience
snd exposure to the wclement weather cuffered by many of the
narket peop e, of both sexes, who, excluded fr.nm all shelier,
have to stand arvend the Maiket lloise, or 1n the Nquare,
wailing £ ¢ispose of their wares. There have been numerous
cases, | doubt mot, in which the death of ind.viduals could
have been fuicly traced 10 colds caught by such exposure. The
inhabiante of Queen's County would, I doubt nar, willingly
sanclion a very lhiberal grant for the couvenience of themselves
and their fumlies ; and, | think, 1he wajoriy of the other

|
|
|
|

| tion than all the rest ; and this had frequently been the case in | « . _» . .
| Prince Edward lsland, as witness our Jui's, Court Houses, |10 open a Cash Account with the Bank cf Prince h-lwurd;

House will be tound well disposed to make a hiberal grant. |

EBut, as for 1he Government's granting. or appropristing, the
prece of groand m Queen's Square, western side, as a site for
s Market Houvse, as prayed for by a Memorial of the Mayor
and Common Council, addressed 1o His Excelleicy the Lieut.
Governor, in Couneil, I myself thiuk it won'!d be great, even

barbarvus, impolicy to comply with the prayer of that Memo- |

rial, even were any authority ves'ed ia the Government to give
atile to the City, or to any other pary, of the property re-
ferred 1o in the Memoninl.  The Square was set apart for orna-
meut and exercise ; snd its eapabilities for such purposes have
beea much admired by strangers ; and should they who
ought to be the guardians of the taste, as we | as of the health,

of our eriz-ne «o e t,now that there is an opporiunity 10 re-s—+ian . Mr. Hurcmissox—On

move the Mark t House with sll vs surrounding impuorities,
trom our cmef Square,to have apother of more exiensive
diniensions o e ed on another portion thereof. their wmearirice
would deserve anything but veneration from posterity. The
Square is aiready crowded and disfigured—alienated from the
laudable purposes for which it was onginally reserved —and
should the Legisiature now give way to private fe_-p',u:ngs, anl
to a consid=ration of the wdividual accommodarion of a com-
paratively smail section of vur cit zens, Queen’s Square, in a
few years, o=t ad of being, as it vughi to be, a spacious, free,
and ornamental sres, wou!d prescnt to the eye nothing hut a
close mass of public buildings, unsighily and detnmenta! to
health from their proximity to one ano'her. We know that,
even m this Building, neither of the Houses of Legislature,
nor the Courts of Law, have sufficien: accommwodatons ; and
should the time arrive, as in ali probability it will, when an
enlargement of these accommodanons shall be found adsolutely
necessary, tha conscqience will be a still further encroachment
upon the space originally reserved 107 a'r, ornament, and exer-
cise ; aud, if these enlargements be made after an extens.v*

| payment of the interest out of the city funds.
[tamnly a very fair proposal ;

Market House shall have been placed upon the Square, no

space will be left for either ornament or exercise ; and our
children will have much reason to reproach our memories for
Laving consented to the enroachment upon the liberty of the
citizens, made by the ereciion of that Masket llouse upon the
Square. | see, that, annexed to the Memorial, is a eorrespon-
dence which has taken place heiween the Mayor and Conmon
Council, tie Recorder and the Exccutive. Tue Recorder snys
he is of opiaion that it would not be competent for the Cuy
Council to pase a bye-law for the erection of a pubiic Market
House upon the site in question ; and, in that opinion, | fully
comcide. Ruot [ disagree with the Recorder as to h s opinion
that the Governmemt may assent to a bye-'aw auhunising the
erection o a Marke: lluuse on the land in question. Such
suthorizal .on cannot be given except under the sanction of an
Act of the Legislature. Bot whether the east end of Queen’s
Square was originally reserved fur the erection of a church or
court hou-e, the public have acqured an indefeasible rizht
the west end on which the 1own ball or old court house now
stands. A part of the prayer of the M-morial 12 to the effec
that the Legisiaure will be pleased to pass an Act guaraniee-
ing the payment of the interest upon such sum as the City
might find 1 necessary 1o borrow for the «:ection of & suitat]-
buidding for a Market Hou<e ; the Cuy taking upon pself to
pay the principal by nstaimenis, to pledge the said property
tor that purpoee, and als) to pass a bye-law for the semi-annua
payment of the nterest out of the city funds ; and in the p o~
priery of 1lvs prayer | fully concur,and wonld willingly assent
0 & comp isnce with it on the nert of the Legi<lature.  But |
hope that & regard for the health and the conven.erce a: d exer-
ci~e of the inhabitants of the Ciiy, as well as a desire that the
Nquare snall be made ornamenta!, will be found so general in
the L.egslature, that the proposal for the erection of a new
Market Iiouse thereon will receive a decided negatve from
them. | think there may be found in the market sitnations,
which, although not quile as adventageons as tie west end o!
Gaeen's Squsre, might, nevertheless, be well adapred to the
purpose. It wouid perhaps be improper, on my part, to desig-
nate such a suation ; but | may remark thar, us a large, &
very large Market House 18 required, because mast of the vas
quantities of produce brought to the City will find its way to
i, the si'e ought 1o be secured in a large, open,and airy space.
I have nothing further 10 say concern'ng the question a

Hon. Mr. Paumer hoped his Tonor Mr. Bagna!l would be

more liheral when 1he guestion should come 1o be carefully djs-  certain offenders.

carried ; but all past experience fully proved that it conld not.
'he public wwst very frequently be content to bear the burthen |

of the expense, equally distributed over the whole, incurred by the whole on the =id Bill ; his Honor Mr. Hutchinson in the | of last year, the Bill would not have been opposed by me,
the effecting of public works ; although one portion of the | Chair L " |

public would be more particularly benefired by their consiruc-

A Bill, intitaled * An Aet for the amendment of an Act |

'passed in the sixth year of the Reign of Her present Majesty | °F packets shall be posted in sny Post Office within this
| Queen Victoria, intituled * An Act to repeal an Act made | 1¥/avd and addressed to the United Kingdom of Great
jand passed in the twenty-first year of the Reign of King%l‘.r'l“‘" and Ireland, and the full rate or rates of piag
with which such letters or packets may be chargeable shall |

own matkeis ; and it would be hard should they be texed “or | Legacies, and Executors, and for the scttlement and des. | BCt be prepaid, or shall be)pald but iu part, such letters and
| tiibution of the Kstates of Intestates,’ and to make other P2ckets shall, votwithstanding such SI0-propagmant ev shat
|the postage shall have been paid but in part, be duly for-
A Bill, iatituled ** An Act to amend the Law relating to | warded to their destination, and shall be chargeable with the
|amount of postage due thereon, and, in addition thereto, with

George the Third, intituled ¢ An Act relating to Wills, |

provisions in lien thereof.”

Bills of Lading.” ‘
A Bill, intituled * An Act for the better apprehcnsion of |

Prince Klward Island,” was read the second time. |
On motion, the [Jouse was resolved into a Commitice of|

The first enacting clause—which authorizes the Governor |

Fyfle’s Ferry Bridge, Souris Bridge, and several other public | Island, aud to borrow and receive from such Bank such sums:
structures 1a different localities, the expense of which erections | of money, not cxceeding in the whole the sumn of ten thou- |

has been defrayed out of the public funds, although, no doubt, | gp

more especially so for the benefit of the inhabiants of those
secticns of the country in which they are severally situated
than for that of the public in general. It was true the corpo-
ration would be expected to contribute out of their revenue
I'hey were fully aware of the proprieiy of their doing so ; and
he thought they hal offered very handsomely considering the
smaliness of their revenue. They would raise meney for the
erect.on of the building, provided the Legislature would pro- |
vide a site and gusrantee the paywment of the interest upon
such sum as they might find it necessary to borrow for the
erection of a suitable building; and take upon themseives to
pay the principal by instalments, (pledging the sail property |
for that purpose)and also to pass a bye-law for the sean-annual
This was cer
and he thought very few persoas
indeed would object to the legws!ature’s making an appropn-
ation sufficient to enable the corporation to purchase a su'table
site.

1'on. Mr. RBagyavrt cxplained that he did not wish to oppose |
the contemplated ereciton ; but he thought the parties who
would be chiefly, if not solely, benefited by it, ought 1o pry
Sack hereafter to the Government whatever sum might be

lappropriated by the Legisisture in aid of it ; and that suitable

and binding arrangements should be made to ensure such
reimbhursement,

my return from England to
this Island in 1817, there was a small market house on
Queen’s Sqnare, where the Colonial Building now stands

I'hat, shortly after, was moved down to the side of Queen
Street W barf, and fitted up for a Fish Market. The present
market house was then erected, on the site of the old one.
When it was in contemplation to erect the Colonial Building.
the Building Committee appointed to superintend its erectiu.n
caused the market house to be removed to the site which it
now occupies. When the town was incorporated, one of the
first Acts passed was an Act for regulating the market ; and

Yes, forty-five or fifty years ago, had possession of the site on

which the market house at present stands : up to the present be a permanent one, that it be provided by this clause that a | bave been.

moment they have, without let or hindrance, retained that
possession ; and, morcover, since the town was incorporated,
the Mayor and Common Council agreed to a bye-law for the

! railing in of the site, which bye-law, having been confirmed

by the allowance of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, has
become as much a permanent law as il it had been a clause
of the Act of Incorporation. I am, therefore, much surprised
to hear it stated by the Honble. the Leader of the Government
that if the people of Charlottetowr. ever had any claim to a
site for a markat houss on Queen’s Square they have lost it
by having neglected to erect one thereon. This is not fact ;
for, as I have already s2id, they have, certainly, for the last

| fifty years or more, uninterruptedly asserted their right to a

site for a market house on Queen’s Square, and are, at this |
moment, in the full enjoyment of it. I, therefore, maintain |
that, bath in virtue of prescriptive right and in virtue of
written law, the site on which the market house now stands

Tis the property of the citizens or the Corporation of Charlot-

tetown. If the eorporation had been put in possession of any |
other public lands, they might have sold or aypropriated some
of them for a site for a new market houve ; bat now, as the
case stands, if the market is to be removed from Queen’s
Square, and a new market house is to be built elsewhere, it
would be most unreasonable to expect or require that the cor-
poration should effzct the change, how desirable soever, out

|of their own funds, which are iasufficient to defray their

ordinary and necessary expenditure; and which, be it ob-
served, are derived almost wholly from taxes imposed upon
poor people. No: it is quite enough for the people of Char-
lotte'own to have to pay taxes for police, water, and the re-
pairing of the streets. without being called upon to purchase
sites, or build market houses or whar's.

Hon. Mr. Siwpsox — Ilis idea was that Queen’s County alone
should be assessed to the amount required to effsct the erec-
tion of the propos d new market house. Eventually, in all |
probability, King’s t‘ounty and Prince County would each
require similar accommodation; and, when such necessity
should arise, each of these counties might be separately

( taxed to eupply the want, as he proposed that Queen’s County
| should be,

| Counties.

present then that it 18 one which requires especial considers- |

tion ; and | shall therefore nove tha: the Memorial be referred
to & Special Commitiee, to report thereon by Bl or otherwise

1 do not know, however, that any measure founded on the |

Memoria' should oniginate i this Honse ; but a report may
.uide us on forming an opinion as 'o whether the imhative
ought to he taken here or 1n the otier House.

Hon. Col. Swaser 83id there conld act be two opinions
upon the question of the necessity which exists for the erection
of a much larger and more commodious Macket House ; and
ail, he thought, whi h could prevent s being immediately
undertak g would be the want of avatiable funds. it was we
known that the city finances were not sufficient 1o warrant the
underiaking on the part of the corporation, I|n|v.;wlu|c|xliy of
very considerable legisiative aid ; and neiher, he feared, would
the state of the public finances permit a sufficient appropriation
10 ensure 118 accomplishment ; bot shou'd the other House fuel
themeelves warranted in makicg the necessary appropriation
for that purpose, this House, he feit certain, would cheerfully
concur theremn. He, however, toped that, when it ehou'd be
engaged n. due care would be taken that, by the preparing of
proper plans and specifications, and taking care that the con-
tracts wore sufficiently precise snd binding, that no bluudenng
or farlure should occur sbout .

Hie Honor the Presipent abserved that if the undertsking
was to be deferred until the Colony should be out of debt, or »
surplus of revenue should enable the Legislature to make the
necessary appropristion inaid of i, t would indeed be difficult
to say how long it would have 10 be postponed. It wae certein
that 1he corporstion, out of their small revenue, could not

acecomp!sh it ; and neither ought it 1o be expected that the |

erection should be made entirely a! the expense of the corpora
tion, even if their funds were equal to 1t ; for although the in
hab tant« of Charlottetown would be especially benefied by
the accomplishment of the proposed underaking, it was as
much required by the country population particularly, although
not exc umvely, of Queen’s County, who would derive ag niany
ané as great advaniages from it as the cizems themselves,

Hon. Mr. Jonxsox maintained thnt, as the market house
wo ]d, directly or indireetly, be for the general benefit of the
whole population of the lsland, the zorporation of Charlotte-
town were fairly entitled to the 2id which they sought to ob-
tain from the Legislature ; and no jealousy ought to be enter-
tained, by any section of the country, because the market |
house would more immediately, and to a greater extent,
benefit the inhabitants ot Charlottetown and the agriculturists |
of Queen’s County than it would thoee of Prince and King's
This concern, however, for the preservation of the
health of the inhabitantsof the city, and his regard aiso for the
beauty of the city, induecd him 10 give his decided opposition
to the proposal for the erection of a new market house onaay
portion of Queen’s Square. The noxious effluvia arising from
the great amount of decaying vegetables and animal refuse
deposited upon the Square, in consequence of the holding of
our markets thereon, greatly endangered the hLealth of our
citizens, as was truly set forth in the Memorial of the Mayor
and Common Council ; and the substitution of a new and
larger market house upon the Square for the existing old,
unsightly, and wost incommodicus one, would certainly in no
way diminish the danger arising from malaria, generated by
decayed and decaying animal and vegetable matter de-
posited thereon ; and might, very probably, greatly incre se
it : and the still further diminution, by such an ercction, |
of the already too much diminished space left to the
citizens for air and exercise, would necessitate the complete
abandonment of any idea which might be entertained for the
fa ure adornment of the Square by the planting of trees and
shrubbery, the laying down of grass plets, and the intersecting
thereol by gravelled walks. Indeed, so much was he opposed |
to the proposition for erecting the intended new warket house
on the reserve partially occupied by the City Hall and the
Post Office, that, rather than consent to it, he would agree to
a vote of a sum, out of the public funds, sufficient to effect the
removal of the public huildings already placed upon Queen’s
Square, and to erect them anew, in other situations in which
they would not infringe upon the rights of the public to the
public equares,— their own property,—the property of the

| people at large,—which onght, from the first, as it was in-

tended, to have been rezerved to be embellishsd by shrubbery,

| the plarting of trees, and by being otherwise tastefully laid

out for the adornment of the town and the healthful and
pleasurable recreation of the inhabitants. His Honor, in con-
clusion observed, with much emphasis, I consider thfn public |
squares of the city to be so constituted by Royal appointment,
and are so much under the guarantee of the Crown, aa the
Highways of the city or Island generally, and I will never

The bui'ding would certainly have 1o be a very large one ; but | consent tl.at a foot of the area so granted by .jndicioul tnd:
tig would not like that the regulations eoncerning it ehould be | Royal will, for the public health and recreatiom, to be en- |
] i

| the Account should be kept open so long as the keeping of

The second, which provides that, for the repayment of all |

the moneys borrowed under the Act, and for the final PAY- | e Taldnd . gL o3 N
ment and discharge of the balance which shall be remaining 13'5 = "‘b‘ P ;)ue Admisistralor of the (xo.vern:‘nent for;
due and unpaid on the finul closing ot the Accounts with | 'U¢ Hue being, by and wiith the consent of the Executive

croached upon or applied to other purposes subversive of their]the Reign of Her present Majesty, intituled * An Act to of such Will, or where the
| original intention.

| Ireland,—was unanimously agreed to.
|
|

| Haviland, with the following Bills to which they desire the it publicationin the Royal Gazette of this Island, all letters

- letter or packet, the postage payable on which shall not |
cussed. It would cernainly be well could the principie on | The Bill, intituled ** An Act to authoriz» a Cash Account 11:':‘.:1"‘ becn paid, or shall h".e.bce“ paid but in part; _“'!‘id‘l
which he (Hon. Mr. Bagnall) rested his argument be always [ to be opened by the Governor in (louncil with the Bavk of | 58! yﬁme and all SIORSTS T therefrom shall be divided
{equally between the United Kingdom and this Island,

| As the Bil! then stood, I was impressed by it with the idea
that all von-prepaid and all insufficient” prepaid letters,
would be detained and opened ; and, under such impression, |
[ opposed the Bill.

d pounds, as may be nccessary for the use of the Colony, founded on the Despau‘:b. accon‘img to which the Act was
| in such amounts as may, from time to time, be required under fo be so framed as to give absolute power of de}gnt:on ol
‘suh conditios, and ‘wpon such terms, stipulations, and | ‘"' for npou-payment to the Pt Office sathorities ; but,

agreements, for the payment and repayment of such moneysias respeets the present Bl!l such power has becn waived,
\and for the management of such Accounts as by the Governor | *14 the compulsory power is qualificd by the provision that

in Council may be established, preseribed, and directed, with ,“ll unpaid or iusufficicntly paid letters shall be charged with
{the consent of the President, Directors, and Company of the |
said Bank,—was unznimcusly agreed to without any dis- |
| cussion,

the amount of deficient postage, togeiher with a rute of six-
peuce in addition as a fine,
no reasonable o' jeetion can, I think, be made.

y, mot being the
pos

. -y . { o et i '.“u.
provide for the transfer of the Inland Posts within Prince jurisdiction of the Ecclesiastica Courts, has not beea

Edward Island,” by rendering compalsory the prepaymens
of the postage chargeable on all letters posted in this Island
and addressed to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

The first enacting clause enmacts that at and after the
expiration of three months from the passing of the Act and

and pockets which shall be posted in the different Post

cussion.
The sccond epacting clause provides that if any letters

+ fiue of sixpence sterling money of Great Britain for each

sessed or enjoyed by some person or persons claiming to be
entitled thereto, in uence of the defective execution of
mcllb:Vill. or the right
to in some other person or persoms thaa the person
claiming under the Will, by a competent Court of Jjurisdie-
tion in consequence of the (Lfeotin execution of such Will,”

The third and fourth, which are as follows, were alro
agieed to unanimously :

3rd, “The word * Will’ shall, in the construction of this
Act, be interpreted in like manner as the same is directed
to be interpreted under the provisions in this behalf contained
in the said Aet of the sixth year of the Reign of Her
Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled *An Aect to repeal an
Act made and passed in the twenty-first year of the Reign
of King George the Third, intituled * An Act relating to
W'"§~ ngacie-. aud Executors, and for the settlement and
distribution of the Estates of Intestates and to make other
provisions in lieu thereof.”

4th, “This Act may be cited as * The Wills Act amend-
ment Aect,”

His Honor the Prrstpexr—1 thiuk this Act should bave
a suspending clause. It directly affects the dieposition of
Real Estate; and according to the Royal Instructions, all
Acts so affecting Real Estate must have suspending clavses.
I think His Excellency eannot give his cossent to this Bill
without a suspending clause.

Hon. Col. Swasky—Yes; according to the Royal Ir-

Uon. Mr. Horcnixson—Had this clause been in the Bill | Structions this Bill requires a suspending clause.

On motion the House was then resumed, his Honor Mr.
Palmer reported that the Committee had made some progrese,
and that be was directed to move that they have leave to sit
again,

Ordered, That the Report of the Committee be received

11's Honor the Prestozst—The Bill of last year was and leave graoted.

To the measure thus modified

The clause waus then agreed to nem. con.
The last clause provides that the Licutenant Governor of

. . | Counecil : . . .
the President, Directors and Company of the said Bank | U0uncil, may, fiom time to time, cause stamps. with their |

Colony are pledged and rendered liuble, subject, neverthe- |

less, tos the pricr liens, pledges. and cluims of all Treasury | ®P!/Te approval of this provision Jast year. {

Warrants and Delentures which shall be outstanding and |

. . g . ] P - i > > i > |
unpaid, at the time of contracting any debt or debts under | 728 resymed, lbc‘ Bill seported agreed to " (,ommuue.‘
¢ { without any amendwent, and the Report received.

and by virtue of the provisions contained in the Act.
The third provides, that an Account of all sums borrowed |

" g A - iay ) "
with interest, the public fands, moneys, and credits of the | value priuted thereon, to be sold and used as postage.

His Honor the Presipext—This House siguitied their |

This clause having been agreed to nem con., the House |

An Act for the amendment of an Act passed in the sixth |

or repail, under the Act, with the date of the loans and re. Jear of the Reigu of Her Majesty Queen Vietoria, intituled |

payments respectively shall be laid before the Legislative
Council and the [House of Assembly, each Session, so long
as such an account is muttally kept open.

The conclusion of this the last claase stood as follows in |
the Bill as sent up by the House of Assembly :—* An Ae-
count of all sums borrowed jor repaid, under the Act, with
the date of the loans and repayments respectively, shall bed
laid before the Legislative Council and the Iouse of As- |
sembly, at their next Session.”

* An Act to repeal an Aet made und passed in the twenty- |
first year of the Reign of King George the Third, intituled |
*An Act relating to Wills, Legacies and Execators, and for |
the settlement and distribution of the Estates of Intestates |

and to make other provisious in lien thereof.” }

Hon. Mr. Palmer moved the second reading of this Bill. |
Hon. Col. Swapey asked for some explanation touching |
the changes which were proposed by the Bill. |
Hon. Mr. PaLyez —I was not aware that this Bill was to|

Alter the last clause, as it originally stood, had becn read | come up just now ; aud, therefore, I am, perhaps, not so well |
o byolaw was pasmd for snslesing thé upumy-aliitted-es it | by bis Honor the Ci.airwan, his Honor the Pres'dent said.— prepared 1o explain its provisions with respeet to those of the |

would suggest. as it would appear the Bill is intended to |

Act which they are intended to alter as I might otherwise |
[ apprehend the principal olject of the Bill is!

statement of the Account between the Government and the | to amend the Tih clause of the Aet. Gih Vie. eap. 26, which |

Bank shall anunually be laid before both Houses of the |
Legislature. If it is intended, by the Government, to be in |
force for enly one year, such iatention is not expressed in the |
Bill. If it is meant to be permanent, it eught to provide |
that the Accounts shall be laid before the Legislature year |
by year.

Hon. Mr. Parxrr—Bills of a similar nature are, T know, |
annual in other Colonies; and I believe it is meant that |
this should be so ; therefore I think it will be best to Limit it |
to one year by an express clause.

His Houor the Prestoent—I do not wish to see it annual,
ut permavent, or at least for a number of years. If it is to
be annual, the clause under consideration will do very well,
provided another be added to limit it to one year. The
measure is an excellent ome, and cannot be otherwise than
prodactive of great public beuefit ; and, therefore, whether it
be concluded that it shall be enacted for cae year, or five
years, or tegs years, it shall have my hearty coucurrenee ;
but I certainly wou!d wuch prefer its being made permanent
for a number of years.

Hon Mr. Pavser—Oan reflection T think it would not be
well that an Account extending to so large an zmount as
£10,000. should be brought to an abrupt termination by a
clause limiting the Act to one year. It will, it now appears
to me, be necessary that a pewer to keep the account open,
so long as may suit both parties to keep it open, shall be
given by the Aect.

Hon. Col. Swapey moved an amendment to the effect that

it open should be desired by both parties.

Hon. Mr. Paver—1I believe we bave all one end in
view, and that is public convenience ; and if the last elause
be amended by adding those words: * the Act to be in
operation so long as His Excellcncy shall deem it nec.s-ary
1o keep the Account open.”

His Houor the Presroest-—It was much to be regretted
that such a measure as this bad not been in operation years
ago. [t would, I believe, have prevented the immense dis- |
counts at which the cashing of Treasury Warrants was ef-
fected ; and public creditors would not have sustained the
great losscs to which they were subjected by thosc diseounts.

Hon. Mr. Bagxarr—At the scason of immense discounts
spoken of by his Honor the President, the Bank Authorities
could not, for want of means, have entered into such an ar-
rangement as this with the Government at that time exist
ing ; for a'l their available funds were then, it is well knowu,
appropristed to the cashing of targe Bills on Kngland.

After a little further conversational discussiun, the amend-
ment as above given was unanimously agreed to.

The House was then resumed, and his Honor Mr. Matehin-
son reported that the Commitice had made some progress in
the Biil; and they recommend that a couference be desired
with the House of Assembly on the subject matter theref;
and, furthcr that he was desired by the Committee to move
that they have leave to sit again.

Ordered, Thut the Report of the Committee be agreed to.

The issue of the conference was that the amendment pro-
posed by the Lrgisiative Council was agreed to by the House |
of Assembly; and on Friday, the Oth instant, the said Bill
was read the third time and passed.

Ordered, That the Bill, intita’ed * An Aect to enable the
Controller of Navigation Laws, in this [sland, to grant and
issue Fishery Licences to Qitizens of the United States, for
Vessels built in Prince Edward Lsland, and owued by them,”
be read the secoud time to-morrow.

The Bill, intituled ** An Act to amend the Act for the
transfer of the mavagement of the Inland Posts within Prince
Edward Island,” was, on wotion of Lis Honor Mr. Palmer,
read the second time.

Iton. Col. Swabey, in seconding the moticn, said: Had |
th's Bill beeo seut up in its present shape last year, I do!
uot think that it would have been obj cted to by a single |
member of rhis Couneil. |

On motion the House was then resolved into a Committee
of the whole ou the said Bill ; bis Honor Mr. Forgan in the |
Chair. l

The preamble,—which states that it is deemed expedient
to amend the Act made and passed in the fourteenth year of

provides that no Will shull be valid unless it shall be signed |
at the foot or end thereof by the testator, or by some other |
person in his presence and by Lis direction. Of late years |
some cases had arisen wherein the s'gnatures of the testators |
were placed s far from the foot or end of the Wills, or|
otherwise so placed as to render it doubtfal whether it was |
intended by the testa’ors that such dispositions as preceded |
the signatures should complete the Wills, or whether they |
had not intended to make additions thereto. This ivduced |

the British Parliament to pass an Act containing a certain |

clause providing that the testator’s siznature should be |
p'aced at the end of the Will within a eertain distance of it. |
By this very exact prescription they ran, I think, into the |
opposite extreme; aud when it came to be acted upon, it |
rendered that doubtful which would not have been doubttul |
before. The difference between the old law and the new|
law, cousists in this : the old law was vague or silent as to|
where the signature was to be placed; but the new law|

|directed that it should be placed at a certain distance after |
(the end of the Will. Now ihe leading object of the present |

Bill is to render, so fur only as regards the position of the
signature, every Will valid, the signature to which shall be |
s0 placed at or after, or following, or under, or beside, or |
oppotite to the end of the Will, that it shall be apparent, on
the face of the Will, that the testator intended the writing
s0 signed to be his Will. ;

Hon. Col. Swapey—With respect to the placing of the
signature, the o'd law was vague and indefinite ; and, con-

|sequently, under its operation the signatures to Wills were |

variously placed, somctimes on the side margius, sometimes |
at the end, and sometimes even at the top of the blank pa.e/
immediately, or next after the last written page of the docu- |
ment purporting to be a Will. Many Wilis, or writings |
purporting to be Wills so signed were set zside as null and |

| void ; although very probably, many or most of such writings, |

so set aside, were intended to be the real Wills of those

| whose signatures were appended o them. The provision of |

the new law, which directed that the Wills should be signed |
within a certain distance of the last line, or end thereof, was |
found to be too precise, 100 exact ; and it has, therefore, been |

repealed by the Parliament of Great Britain; and, by its|

last enactment on this most important subject, Wills, how- |
ever signed, when it shall be apparent on the fuces the:eo!|
that they were intended by the testators to be their Wills,
are to be held good znd valid in law. 1t I understand i |
aright, the Bill now before us is designed snd eaiculated to
remove the dfficulties of both laws; and, such being its/
object, it shall have my support. {

T he Bill was then read the second time ; and, on mo:iun.’
the llouse was resolved into a Commiites of the whole|
thereoun ; hie Henor Mr. Palmer in the Chair. |

Liis Honor the Chairman having read the first enacting
clause—which provides tkat every Will, whe ber the signa. |
ture thereto shall te placed at, or after, or following, or |
under. or beside, or opposite to the end of the Will, or other- |
wise, shull be held to be goed and valid iv Law, if it shall |
be apparent on the face of the Will. |

Liis Honor the Presivent, taking up the first volome of |
the Laws of P. E. Island, and referring to the Tih Section
of the Gih Vie. cap. 26, said : This 1s the Seetion which
the Bill before us is intended to reetify. This Scetion pro- |
vides that vo Will shall be valid, unless it shall be signed at |
the foot or end thercof. This provision was, in the Oid|
C:uatry, flund to be very inconvenient; aund, under its!
operat.on, many listates were made lutestate, the Jast pro- |
prictors of which had thought that by the writings which |
they had signed as their Wills they bad duly aud legally!
made a full d'sposition thereof; and, very frequently, no|

1 Joubt gross injustice was thus doue to widows aud children. |

I move that this clause be agreed to.

The question having beeu put thercon, the clause was
agreed to nem con

The secoud enacting clause, which, in substance, is as
follows, was also agreed to unanimously:

* The provisions of this act shali extend to and be applied
to every Wiil already made where Administration or Probate
bas not alieady been granted or ordered, by a Court of com-
petent Jurisd-ction, in consequence of the defestive execution

R. B. Isvise, Reporter.
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ELECTION BILL.

M:. DAVIES. —{ do not attribute selfish motives to the hon.
member from Princciown, Mr. Sinclair, in the suggestion he
made this morning. ‘Fhat gent) is andoubtedly very popul
among his constituents, who returned him at the he.dwlh poll.
The residents of the District naigrally feel aggrieved st peaple
coming from a distance and voting on property of little valae; but
it will not do to make a distinction in the individual case of Prince-
town. Although | believe that Summerside will be the priucipal
place in the County, it by no means follows that Princetown is
to be cousidered asof no importance. It possesses the finest har-
bour on the North side of the Istand, and the increass of the
Fisheries must contribute 1o its advancement. No sufficient rea-
sons have been adduced in support of the hon. member's views.
Very few lots in Princetown will be found worth 40s. per annoui.
A voter in that District resident in Charlott n would be the
sole judge of the value of his Lot, and 10 carry out the plan pro
posed, an official appraisement would be necessary, or a great
amount of false swearing would result.

Hon. Me. HAVILAND.—The lion. member, Me, Binclair,
#aid that there were Lots in Princetown not worth niore than ls.
6d. each. 1 defy him to get a Town Lot in Grorgetown, which
I represent, for less than £10, and he would find soue difficalry
in purchasing at that price.

Hon. SPEAKER.—Frincetown has mare land of good quality
than Georgetown, and its sitwation is one of the handsomest on
the Isiand; and it is uot entitled 1o the d ignation of a P
Last year several Americans visited it, and expressed themselves
very warmly in praise of the place as a station for the prosecalion
of the Fisheries. [am, indeed, surprised that my hon. colleagua
should disparage the place which he represents; Lut whea that
hon. 1nember has done so, 1 cannot be surprised 1hat the privi

ieges of his constituents should be trunslerred 1o other parts of
tihe County.

Hon. Col. GRAY.—If we are to legislate merely with regard
to the present, I might be inclived to support the won. member,
Mr. Sincluir; but we must have regard to the probabilities of the
futare. It would be an act of injustice to disfranchise Princetown
because at present the value of the Lots there is small . Aliboogh
Sumunierside is now in advance of Princetown, | consider that a
brilliant falare awaits the latter place. As | stated on a previous
occasion, il8 material prosperity will be euhanced when the
Shediac Railway shall be completed, and then the local advan-
tages for carrying on the fishery business will soon cover the Town
with buildings, and the reproach of the paucity of bicuser will Le
removed.

Mr. SINCLAIR.—When 1 introdoced the s d this
morning, I had no idea that 1 should bring down so wuch ire and
indigration on my head. 1 supposed the matter wouid be argued
on principle, snd that no unworthy motives would be imputed.
I have Leen chiarged with having acted with a view 10 promote
my own interest. | brought the question forward in the interest
of Princetown, where my property is situate. | nm not so desir-
ous of a seat ie this House as to seek it by unworthy mesns. |
woved the amendment because, as a native of, and resident owner
of property in, the District, 1 felt it was wnfair that non-residents
should have the power of deciding the elections in virtge of land
of no appreciable vaive. 1 was sent here by the sufllragn of a largs
majority of the resident electors, "I'he hon. weifiber, Mr. Pope,
has not on all oceasions shewn himaelf 20 earnest a sopporter of
the interests of Prince County, whose rights he has sutlered 10 be
sacrificed in favour of Queen’s County. | have been aiisrepre-
ted as having argued in favoar of disfranchising Princetown,while
my only ohject was 1o make the electoral gualification of absen-
tees of some value, and I would be content 10 support 20« as the
anngal valae of & Lot on which a non-resident shouid vote. Itis
unfair 1o deprive Princetown of privileges retnined by the other
Towns,which received them at the same time. 11 | could not be re-
tarned by a majonity of the resident eleciors | would not consent
1o represent the District,

Hon. Mr. WIGHTMAN pposed the d » 28 making
an exception from the general law in respect of Princetown, and
it would operate unjustly on voters resident in King's and Queen's
Counties.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD coincided with 1he lam speaker. It would
he invidious to make the distinction in tne case of Princetown.

Lots mnay be very valaable which produce no aunual retarn to the
owner.

Mr. OWEN —It was wrong to ive owners of in
Princetown of their l‘uach'n:.a. 'I‘b:"h'—. wember, l’v'. . o
must be actvated by sclfish motives in sesking their disfrr.nchise-
ment. Previously 10 1856 the hon. member was defeated ut the
hustings, and afterwards Lot 18 was added to Piincetown and
Royalty,

Mr. BEER agreed with Mr Owen. [le was not disposed to be-
lieve ia the disclaimer of interested motives by the hion, member,
Mr. Sinclair.  His belief in that gentleman’s sincerity was cou-
siderably shaken by what transpired in the llouse the other da b
when ieferring to a charge he hiad pablicly made against !L
Reporters,of having done bim injostiee through feelings of serviliny
to his opponents in the House. T'hat hon. nember had eapresaly
exempied Mr. Howe from the imputation, which he applied o
Me. Beagley, for whose re-appointaient, b , he (Mr. Swne-
lair) had voted. If Princetown merited the description the hon.
wember had given, it should yield ite privileges 1o Sammerside.

Mr. HOWAT was of opinion that the effect of the cosrse pro-
posed by the hon. member, Mr. Sinclair, would not induce owners
of Lots in Princetown 1o improve their properties. The true
question, however,was as 1o live propriery of allowing Puncetown
to retaia its elecioral privileges. The lown iself was so dispro-
poriionate in population 10 the other Towns in the leland, that in
1356, Lot 18 was added 1o it,thus making the whole an electoral
district.  “T'he hon. leader of the opposition had expressed himsell
in favour of giving Town privileges to Summerside, iastesd ~f
Princetown; but why did he not carry oat his views when he had
the power? 1f, as has been said, the hon. member, Mr. Sinclnir,
objected to the addition of Lot I8 10 Princetown, he would be
disposed 1o believe kit sincere, if he had moved to throw off Lot
18. The actsal motive anpeared to be the impression that (heto
were too many non-resident conservative voters for Princetown 1o
suit that hon. member. He that geuth ‘s i
would view his conduct fairly, and reward him secording 1o theis
opiaion of his merits.

Hoa. Mr. COLES would answer the hon. member, by remind-
ing bim that the hen. member, Mr. Haviland, on the istroducticn
of the Bill, had objected 10 the of the ber of members
by the last House, and Mr. liowat was a sspporter of his. Wiy
then did they not reduce it to 24, the original namber 7 The hon.
member, Mr. Sinclair, was jastfied in the course he had parsoed
n claiming that the property qaalification shoald be of some value
He had no i 10 disfranchise Pri
been said abost Americans ing there, it should be boroe
mind that not being Briish sebjects, they would have no right e
voie. There was uo use in arguing the maiter a3 lengih, se
there was a majorily prepared to vote the ch’."{h amend-
ment would have the effect of improving the valse ‘tﬂE

s

Hoases would be erected —Cooper's Shops aud other
conuected with the fisking business wosold be built; and
railroud referred 1o, o with Sswwcrside weie

cting Pui

reto shall not have been decided -



