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Inces, the Federal Government has pre-
pared legislation making the Crown fully
liable for all torts (wrongdoing leading to a
civil action) by its servants. It is proper,
comments the Ottawa Journal, that the
Government should dispossess itself of any
special privileges under the law. A ‘system
under which the individual does not have
the same rights of action against govern-
ment agencies as he does against the ord-
Inary subject clearly is not in accord with
the democratic principle that justice should
be impartially administered. Moreover, the
enormous expansion of government activ-
ities has made essential the removal of any
procedural obstacles to the quick settle-
ment of claims against the Crown.

Three years ago, the statutes of 17 gov-
ernment agencies, such as the National Re:
search Council and the Canadian Wheat
Board, were amended to allow citizens to
bring suits against them without first get-
ting permission from the Crown in the
form of a fiat. A year later, amendments
to the Petition of Right Act eliminated the
fiat provision altogether. But these amend-
ments did not increase the Crown's liabil-
ity; the third step, widening the govern-
ment's liability to include all civil wrongs,
as well as cases of negligence or breach of
contract, is being taken only now.

Our Ottawa contemporary notes that the
governments of Nova Scotia, Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and Ontario, like that of
Britain, have already eliminated entirely
the anachronistic fiat system. “It is to be
hoped,” it adds, “that the other provincial
governments soon will take the same step.
Possession by government agencies of
special protection from civil actions, spring-
ing as it does from the divine right of
kings doctrine, surely has no place on
pravincial statute books in this century.”

Mr. Gardiner At Victoria

Speaking to the Canadian Federation of
Agriculture convention at Victoria, B. C.,
a few days ago, Agriculture Minister Gard-
iner submitted a comparison between the
position of farmers for the six years before
the war and the six years after the war, in
order to show that the current policy was
working out well for farmers. “In making
that comparison,” said Mr. Gardiner, “I am
only going to deal with the five products
upon which agriculture generally depends
for its prosperity: wheat, hogs, cattle, milk
and eggs. During the six years since the
war we have produced on an average 114,-
000,000 bushels of wheat more per annum
than in the six years before the war, which
is approximately one-third more. During
the six years since the war we have pro-
duced on an average 360,000,000 pounds
more pork per annum than in the six years
before the war, which is approximately
one-half more. During the six years since
the war we have produced 1,000,000 pounds
more milk per annum t{han in the six years
before the war which is one-fifteenth more.
During the six years since the war we have
produced 110 million dozen more eggs per
annum than in the six years before the war
which is 50 per cent more. Prices on those
five products will average at least 65 per
cent higher. The difference is best repre-
sented in the gross farm income in
last six year period corpared with the bre-

~eeding period. The average annual total
for the last six years is $2,300,000,000 and
for the previous period $600,000,000 or
about four times as much.”

Delegates took exception to this- com-
parison based on gross income. They said
the proper comparison would be based on
net income or what the farmer had left
after paying higher freight charges, rising

labor costs, and meeting the problems of]

an Inflationary period. On thé basis of net
income the position of the farmer, they
argued, is not as rosy as Mr. Gardiner had
painted it.
Another point made by Mr. Gardiner
was with regard to parity prices. He sub*
' mitted a series of figures comparing the
| support price, if any, .he average market
| price, and the parity price on a 1943-45
¥ for selected commodities for the years
' 1949-50-51. “An examination of this table,”
3 “‘shows that in every case the price
throughout the years has been
n the support and on only but-
3 and apples has the price been be-
ty. There is quite a spread on B.C.

the!

gramme.

The Federal Minister placed strong em-
phasis in his address on the price com
petition which Canada must be prepared tc
meet in tle British market. On each of
the commodities cited in this connection—
beef carcass, bacon, butter, cheese and egg:-
—the Canadian price, without exception, iy
higher than the price which Britain woulsd
have to pay for the same commodity if
bought elsewhere. Secondly, in each cas2
Great Britain would be able to buy at low-'

higher price and do so in dollars, of which
she has a shortage. These are some of the
problems, none of them created by Canada,‘
which face this country as it tries to re-,
gain its markets in the United Kingdom.

'EDITORIAL NOTES

Accession of Queen Elizabeth II, 1952.
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Majesty King George VI.
* * *

There is an increasingly loud clamour
by the Canadian sugar refineries, joined
by the sugar beet growers of Ontario and
Quebec, to have the importation of Cuban
sugar, banned by act of Parliament. The
effect of the ban would be to strengthen
the market for Canadian sugar beets, and
disastrous to the Cuban market for Cana-
dian seed potatoes. P. E. I. farmers will
pay more for their sugar and get less for
their potatoes.

. . .

There does not appear to be much hope
of cheap power for Prince Edward Island
at least until such time as the atom is
properly harnessed, but the experiment now
going on at Abidjan, French Ivory Coast of
Africa is worth some attention. There they
have a scheme for drawing power from the
sea which has passed the theoretical stage
and has now entered upon the experimental.
If the tests are successful the Ministry of
Finance will advance a further fund of
three milliard francs to set up two turbine

alternaters of 3,500 horsepower each. -
*

* % .

Sir Henry Irving, English actor, was
born John Henry Brodribb, this date 1838.
He was fascinated by the stage and devoted
his leisure to elocution, fencing, dancing,
reading plays and frequenting the theatres.
At the age of eighteen, he threw up a job
as clerk and joined a stock company. In
1874 he played Hamlet for 200 nights and
the controversy around his rendering made
him famous. Serious handicaps, a weak
physique and trouble with his speech, fail-
ed to keep him from being the greatest fig-

ure in.the theatrical world of his day.
* * “

Prince Edward Island bananas have not
;’yet become famous. As a matter of fact
;'we can’t at the momentsrecall if a banana
| ever was grown in this Province. However
if the Government of Canada can be per-
suaded to ban the importation of this fruit,
there is no doubt’'that we could soon sup-
ip]y the market and build up an industry
‘ that would make the potato industry really
; small potatoes. Of course the Canadian
(consumer would have to pay a bit more
for his bananas, but what Canadian worth
his salt ‘'would object to paying a bit more if
“ it meant the establishment of another Cana-
dian industry.

In'a free economy prices for the same
or similar articles may vary from country
to country, province to province, city to
city, store to store, or even in the same
stores from time to time. This is highly
desirable in that the initiative is left entire-
ly with the consumer. If price alone is
the deciding factor, the consumer will
shop around until a store is located offer-
ing this minimum price. There are other
considerations, such as prestige, reliability,
convenience, and systems of credit or pay-
ment, service, goodwill ~nd personnel, all of
which have an influence for good in favour
of the consumer. On the other hand if
every ‘store sold at the same price it would
lndlcqte that there were, effective measures
of 1. These measures would definite-
ly not be in the interest of the consumer
and not necessarily in the interest of the
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er prices while using sterling if she did"
not buy from Canada. To buy from Can-
ada, Great Britain would have to pay a.
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being driven into a train,
Board of Transport

ists could be so utterly stupid.

in the middle of the 19th century,
especially in  York County. lze
first toll road legislation was pass-
ed in 1833 and during the next

few years a number of turnpike
trusts came into existence. In 1845
the government went into the toll
road business, It also made it pos-
sible for municipalities to buy up
these turnpike trusts, In 1911 there
were still 100 miles of toll roads
in Ontario but the toll road prin-
ciple was never so widely adopted
in Quebec.

In the prairie provinces and
British Columbia the history of
roads is much more recent. In the
latter province the famous Cari-
boo trail was built in 1860 to give
access to the newly-found gold of
the territory, In the prairies In-
dian trails served the migratory
movement of Red River carts and

prairie 8

UP-HILL

Does the road windup-hill all the
way?

Yes, to the very end.

Will the day’s journey take the
whole long day?

From morn to night, my friend.

But is there for the night a rest-
ing-place?

A roof for when the slow dark hours
begin, ‘

May not the darkness hide it from
my face?

You cannot miss that inn.

Shall T meet other wayfarers at
night?

Those who have gone before.

Then must I knock, or call when
just in sight?

They will not keep you standing at
the door. .

Shall T find comfort,
and weak?

Of labour you shall find the sum.
Will there be beds for me and all
who seek? .

Yes, beds for all who come,

—Christina Rossetti.

travel-sore

Old Charlottetown
(AMd P.E. L)

BAY VERTE CANAL

From the Monthly Review, Tor-
onto, April, 1841: :

“The Assembly ~of Prince Ed-
ward Island passed a resolution
to appropriate the sum of £200, it
it should be required, towards the
expenses of obtaining a survey,
exploration, and estimate of the
proposed line of caral between the
Bay of Fundy and the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, if Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick d Canada make pro-
portionable advances for the same
object.

“As this matter must come be-
fore the Canadian Legislature, we
copy the following &tatement re-
specting it. Titus Smith, a res-
ident of Nova Scotia since 1783,
says the country is low and flat,
no part above 25 feet above the
level of high tide in the Bay of
Fundy, and well adapted either
for a canal or railroad. R. Brown,
Esq., mining engineer, gives sim-
ilar testimony, adding that the
mouth of the canal in the Bay
Verte would require protection of
a breakwater. Wm, Mackay, land
surveyor, surveyed the country be-
tween the Bay of Fundy and the
Gulf of St. Lawrence; it has no
high hills; is swampy all the Zway
through; two or three locks be-
sides the tlde locks would be
sufficient. The top of the sur-
face is sand for two feet; there
Is clay underneath, which is fav>
orable to the object. The distance
‘Is about 15 miles; the Tidnish
river on the Bay Verte side would
be available for three miles, The
water in this Bay is shallow at
low water for two miles, except
the channel, which ‘is about four
feet water at the mouth of the
river and bar,
Is about 7 1/2 feet.* Good shelter
on entering the river, Vessels of

pass 'the canal without difficulty.
No~obstacle to such a canal being
formed. The object of it is to con-
nect the trade of Halifax and New
Brunswick with the St. Lawrence,
and also Prince Edward Island
with them,

“A more favorable location for a
canal or railroad could not have
been selected; and when the Shu-
benacadie canal, connecting Halifax
with the Bay of Fund;, shall be
completed (and from £80,000 to
£100,000 have been already expend-
ed on it, by which all the heavy
work, ' inéluding locks and cut-
tings, is far advanted), there will
then, supposing the Bay Verte
canal finished, be a safc and com-
modious navigation from = Halifax
through the Bay of Fundy to the
St. Lawrence, always  important,
and ih time of war. of Incaléulable
benefit,” "

The fall of the tide he

250 or 308 tons would be able ‘to|

The story of anclent roads is
an interesting one. The, Chinese,
the Incas of Peru, the Carthagin-
iang and the Romans built good
roads centuries ago. Some of them
still stand, especlally the Roman
roads, which are even today con-
sidered a model of the builder's
craft, But it i5 not possible in the
space at our disposal to spend any
time on the subject, We must
jump across the centuries to the
North America of the early ex-
plorers.

The exploration/of the continent
— more particularly what we now
know as Canada — was conduct-
ed along the waterways. The St.
Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers, the
Great Lakes, the Red and Assini-
boine Rivers and the numerous
other bodies of water of the coun<
try provided the means of pene-
trating the great new continent.

The subsequent pattern of coloni-
zation and development was shap-
ed by the rivers and lakes that
reached into every corner of the
continent. Even in very recent
years in the new areas of the
Northwest and Northeast the river
boat and the hydroplane have been
prime meang of transportation.

Early d dence upon the wa-
terways is easy to discern today
m the location of major gentres
of population on the Inland waters.
The railways modified this design
somewhat but the pattern had al-
ready been substantially set by
the time the steel rails reached
westward. Settlements were estab-
lished along the rivers and lakes
and rough trails were made to
connect these water-edge settle-
ments, Horse trails ‘were hacked
out of the bush.

L . -

The event that started road
building for vehicular traffic was
the importation into New France
of the caleche, a crude two-wheel-
ed vehicle whose successor is stil}
a familiar sight in Montreal,

Except for a one-mile road con-
structed by Champlain at Port
Royal, Nova Scotia, (now Annapolis,
in 1606 the earliest roads were
bullt in the latter half of the
17th ‘century from the city of Que-
bec, capital of the colony, to ad-
Jacent settlements. During the
same period the geigneurs, French
gentlemen consiired worthy of
special favor by Louis XIV,
built their own roads The .fer-
tile land along the St. Lawrence
as far west as the Ottawa River
was parcelled out lo the seigneurs.
Labot was provided by the habit-
ants under the cprvee system, the
equivalent of statute labor, where-
by work was done in lieu of taxes.
This arrangement, incidentally,
was widely used in the older pro-
vinces until relatively recent years.

These seigtiorial roads carried
only a limited local traffic and it
was not until 1721 that a begin-
ning  was made to build main
roads. In that year a young law-
er from Paris, Eustache Lanouil-
)er de Boisclerc, obtained a monop-
ly to carry passengers and mail
between Quebec and Montreal and,
with it, authority to build a foad
between the two settlements., The
road de . Boisclerc built is now
the main road along the north
&hore of the 8t. Lawrence between
the two cities.

This gentleman prospered and
seems to have had the ears
of people in the right places, be-
cause he was appointed to the post
of “grand voyer” and became g
very important person in New
France, ;

\ . L

The office was created in 1689,
The grand voyer, with the assis-
tance of deputies, looked after the
roads in the colony, There were
three classes of roads: post or
front roads, that belonged to the
Crown; back roads, that belonged
to the
connecting the front and baock
roads, ;

The responsibility for building
and maintaining these roads was
the owners’ and ooccupants’ of the
land they traversed, and the
grand voyer in 'his semi-annual
tour of n directed the
't,:rn:l of both seigneurs and hab.

The grand voyer's o'rnnm{'.lon
was retained by the British until

—

1832 when it was abandoned. In

.

selgneurs; and cross roads|also

Road Building In Canada

By C. W. Gilchrist, O.B.E.
Managing Director, Canadian Good Roads Association

1841 the municipalities assumed
responsibility for roads,

In the Maritime Provinces there
was less incentive for the set-
tlers to build roads.

In Newfoundland the sea was
the main medium of transporta-
tion and the first road was not
built there until 1825..

L )

In Nova Scotia the smallness of
the population and the nearness of
the sea delayed the development
of inland transportation. By 1815,
however, there were two ‘“great
roads” in the province, One ex-
tended from Halifax to Windsor
and beyond. The other was the
Old Cobequid Road from Halifax
to Pictou, Both these roads were
in a spectacular condition of dis-
repair but the former was con-
sidered good enough to begin a
stage coach service in 1815,

The roads in the province were
|built up until by 1865 there was
some sort of coach service to every
part of the province. But with
Confederation the railroad be-
came the principal means of trans-
portation and roads fell in fa-
vor.

In New Brunswick until relatively
recent years water was the main
means of tr tion. The ma-
jor centres of population are still
located on the banks of rivers.

in 1802 showed that “ten miles
of road fit for amy kind of wheel
carriage is nowhere to be found
in the province, with the exception
of the left bank of the Saint John
River where nature has chiefly
performed the task of road build-
ing.” -

In 1822 the provincial legislature
passed a highways act and ‘in
1829 new roads began to appear,
When the first Public Works De-
partment was created in 1855 there
were 42 “Great Roads" totalling
about 1,600 miles.

L ] .

In Upper Canada the develop-
ment of roads was not greatly dif-
ferent from that in Lower Can-
ada. Initially, in the perlod from
1791 to 1815 they were built. by
the early settlers. The first parlia-
ment of Upper Canada in 1793
had made it mandatory for them
to_contribute their labor,

During the Seven Year's War the
British and French armies built
some short military roads, especi-
ally around the main forts at
Kingston and Niagara.

When the Loyalists arrived in
Upper Canada a road had been
blazed from Montreal to
ton all but 50 miles, and there
were several other roads in the
province. On January 1, 1816, Mon-
treal was connected with Kings-
ton by road and in January, 1817,
the first stage began to oparate
between Kingston and York, It
seems quite certain that these early
10ads were not good. A peevish
contributor to the Niagara Herald
complained in 1801:

“I have lately had the mistor-
tune to ride on the roads of this
district ... and esteem my escape
from broken neck, legs and arms
more miraculous than that of the
survivors of the memorable battle
of the Devil's Hole, Besides the
pains I endured on my own
account' T had those of a,feeling
gan townrgs ’&n‘m& families

wagons br , falling
nto gullies and bridgeless
creeks from whence it seemed im-
possible to emerge — the women
and ohildren wading through these
like Pharaoh's hosts through' the
(not Red) hu.t muedy sea,”

L

One of the most active champ-
ions of roads was Governor Sim-
coe. With the labor of the Queen’s
Rangers. he bullt a road from
Yonge Stréet in 'York to Lake
Simcoe, a distance of 33 miles, He
started

province
help financially and contipued to
do 80 until 1845 when, by degrees,
provincial roads were turned over
o the counties and a county high-
way system came into being. The
mﬁm were empowered to purs

roperties of the turnpike
companies that operated the only
surfaced in the province,

The first survey by the province|.

When the Province of Manitoba
was formed in 1870 all roads were
placed under the jurisdiction of
the Department of Public Works.
In 1880 they were turned over to
the municipalities to whom finan-
clal ald was given by the province.

Development in the other west-
ern provinces followed a similar
pattern and construction was not
systematically undertaken until
the early years of the present cen-
tury.

L . L

By the middle of the 19th cen-
tury there was a fairly extensive
network of stage coaches operating
throughout Eastern Canada and
the road system was growing
steadily if not spectacularly.

But the expansion was nipped in
the bud by an event that had
profound implications for trans-
portation history: the steam engine
appeared in Canada. In the mid-
dle of the century railroad build-
ing began, culminating in the
supreme achievement of spanning
the continent in 1885, The steam
engine became the chosen instru-
ment of colonial expansion and the
stage coach and road receded to a
status of purely local importance.
The rallways could carry greater
volumes of traffic more quickly
and more economically and the
stage coach virtually faded into
oblivion,

As traffic disappeared, provin-
cial governments lost their inter-
est in roads and left them to the

One level crossing crash in every
two or three is the result of a car
says
Howard B. Chase, member of the
Commission,
1t is almost incredible that motor-

It/vanced largely through

ing roads became quite popular

Carran immigration law with
control over passports and
This is serious because
said, science lives on the free ex-
change of Ideas. He confessed
that Americgn technology. has aq.
research
conducted in other countries
Those who restrict free exchangy
of Information on ‘“politica]

visas,
as Mather

C ano
ideological grounds” seem to fnrr.
gef. that fact. — Vancouver Sun,

If anyone looks back upon
own life, he may often find that
too much activify can end in |:.
tle action. It is often good fo stand
aside, to give up the struggle for v
little while, to look out upon the
great world and to realize oney
place in the whole. With all tha
struggle and effort of living {t
very easy to wear life away and 1o
have little left within to cherish
as life's reward. It is very trye
that idleness is In itself a curse,
But rest from labor can come,
like sunlight, to ripen that which
has been prepared for harvest, —
Montreal Gazette.

hiy

enterprise of local governments
extending small financial support

They lay in that state for many
vears until man's inventiveness
brought forth another mechani-
cal marvel, the automotive
vehicle. Needless' to say, thus
abandoned to local support roads
improved mnelther In quality nor
quantity. 4

The British North America Act
of 1867 assigned almost complete
responsibility for building of roads
to the provinces, and there it has
remained since, with the provinces

and the municipalities sharing
the burden for their construction
and maintenance.. The federnl

government h#s built and main-
tained military road, notably the
Northwest Highway System, and
& limited mileage of national park
roads,

(To be Concluded)
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O the depth of the riches botk
of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! how unsearchable are his
judgments, and his ways past
finding out! for who hath known
the mind of the Lord? or wha
hath been his counsellor?
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