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By Thornton W. Burgess
MRS. GROUSE IS TROUBLED |Grouse are wise in the
Green Forest. Were it
could not have lived for the several
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The feeling you cannot explain,
May save you misery and pain.

—0Dld Mother Nature.

Thunderer the Grouse and Mrs.

vays of the
ot s0 they

years they had been a part of the
Green Forest life. They are wise in
the ways of their many enemies

who are always looking for a
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Grouse dinner. They are wise, too,
in the ways of their other neigh-
bors, and of Old Mother Nature
herself.

The snow was deep in the Green
Forest, Indeed, it was deep every-
where. Thunderer and Mrs. Grouse
had just finished a dinner of buds
on the spruce trees, They didn't
like spruce buds as well as they did
some others, but they would do on
a pinch. The fact is, it was almost
time to go to bed, and they were
trying to make up their minds just
where they would go to bed. They
didn't agree. Thunderer wanted to
go to bed down in the snow.

“My dear ,” sald he, “vou know
how comfortable it is down in the
snow, especlally when the snow is
as deep as it is mow. It is warm
down, there, and we have nothing
to fear from anybody. I don't know
of a better place to sleep.”

Mrs. Grouse modded her pretty
head. “I know,” said she, “TI like
sleeping there just as much as you
do. But somehow, I have a feeling
it will be better tonight to sleep up
here in this spruce tree.”

“Why?” asked Thunderer.

“T don't know” confessed Mrs.
Grouse. “It is just a feeling.”

“Pooh!” cried Thunderer, a lttle
hinpatiently. “That 18 no reason at
all.”

“T know it replied Mra. Grouse.
“All the same, T would rather stay
up in this tree.”

Thunderer leaned over on the,
branch from which he was perched,
and looked down at the snow-
covered ground. “Tt isn't often that
we have such a good snow in which
to sleep,” sald he .“We should make
the most of it while we can.”

“That Is true,” said Mrs. Grouse,
“but T still think that tonight, we
should stay in this tree, or another
one if you can find one you like
better.”

She looked up at the branches,
above her head, and got a glimnse‘
of the sky. It was covered with
clouds. “I think it is going to,
storm,” she added.

“All the more reason we should,
spend the night down on the,
ground in the snow,”' Thunderer
retorted. “It probably will snow,
and if we are down there the more
snow the better.”

That feeling that thev should
stay up in a tree for the night
troubled Mrs. Grouse. She couldn't,
offer any real reason why thev,
should not go down on the ground
I the snow. 8he reallv wanted to.
So far this winter, there had been
only two or three nights in which
they could do this thing. Some of
the time there had been no snow.
Some of the time there had been
only a little snow, and snow must
be deep to be slept In safely. Some
of the time the snow had been too
wet The snow now was just right.
It was drv and fine, and would be|
easv to plunge into. Tt would fall
back over them when thev had
worked their way down in it, and
would thus hide them from hungry
eyes looking for them. And it would
be easy to get out of In the
morning. That was important.

From farther back in the Green,
Forest came the hunting call of
Hooty the Owl. Hooty is the Great
Horned Owl, lamgest of the Owl
famlily, and flercest of all the
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By Josephine Clubertson
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MISINTERPRETING A CUE BID

South thought that his partner
was concerned about control of the
unbid suit in the following hand,
but this was faulty interpretation.

North dealer.
North-South vulnerahbla
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The bidding:
North East South West
14 Pass 29 3
44 Pase 44 Pase
5@ Pass  Paas (!) Pase
Wesv, quite willing to believe

from North's cue bid that a club
lead would be fruitless, tried the
surprise attack of the diamond jack,
but declarer had nothing to lose
by taking the finesse. When it held
he found himself in rather
embarrassed possession of 13 tricks.
Obviously, since a finesse was
required, North-South should not
have bid a grand slam, but it was
a black mark on their escutcheon
that they dldn't get to even six
hearts or six spades.
Analysis of the bidding reveals
that North did his part, and that
South was responsible for missing
the slam, South either misinter-
preted or underrated North's cue
bid. Discussing the hand, South
said that he had been afraid that

North was asking for diamond
control — which South could not
supply — but this was not a real-

istic view, The fact that South him-
self had the three top honors in
hearts and the fillers in spades,
meant, that North was bheing slam-
minded with no higher card than
the jack in hearts, and consequent-
ly he could not have a weaker
diamond holding than king-small.

South would have relieved him-
gelf of any further problem it he
had jumped from four clubs to five
spades. Having failed to make that
logical bid, he certainly should have
bid six spades or six hearts over
North's five hearts. '

hunters that fly.
“Did you hear that,
asked Thunderer.
“Yes,” said Mrs. Grouse, “T hope

" Continued on page 14
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my dear?”

TRADE

adds life and sparkle
to any occasion

- Joe Palooka

By Ham Fisher

THIS 1S CHARLEY

I'LL ANSWER IT...

HULLD...MISS

LA VERNE ...WHO'S
b> CALLIN'Z

MORGAN...TELL
HER I MET HER
AT THE STORK
WITH KNOBBY

YEAH. WRONG NUMBER. UH...
WHY..UH, LET'S GO T'SOME
LITTLE JOINT IN TH’ ?

VILLAGE...SO0RT A GUAINT,
HUH... AN’ CALL ME
. KNOBBY.

¥ WOT'SAMATTER
WITH TH?
WALDERF2 T
AIN'T SEEN
THAT YETZ

L
‘RE LOADED
WITH RED
PEPPER!
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THAT'S TOO MEAN A TRICK!
I WOULDN'T WANT MR,
SIMPKINS TO

GET SICK

LET HIM EAT
MY CANDY. i
»
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FOR THE TENTH
TIME, MACDOUZALL.-

By Carl Anderson
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['VE A GO0OD MIND TO
CUASE YOU RIGHT UP
ON T/

WELL, \F MY ™
DEAR COLSIN
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ging Up Father
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WAMMEN 16 MOUBATY
W";DD!CTA PICKLE,

By Walt Kelly
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I KNOW ... L/5L/AL SHE
SERVES FEACH.

THAT I AM

YOUR COMMISSIONER ! YOU'LL LEARN
SUSPICION

HMM DD
OF
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VOUNOTICE THE BUTLERS HAND;,

Rip

IT, {
‘DY YOKUM WROTE HE
WERE COMIN'T'VIS| T
YO'/7-S0 YO T4
STAY AN'FACE TH’
MOOSIC!Y
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Kirby

THERE YOU
ARE, §IR,, THE FIRST
PART OF THE LIST...

BY MILLBANKS AT

By Alex Raymond

7 THERE ARE A FEW GAMING |

U ¢ EGTABLISHMENTS TO COVER,$IR .

: m SHALL 1 LOOK' FOR
'\\omsz THAN HEAVY LOSERS %

WHO MIGH
ANYTHING
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KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN FOR MILLBANKS' VICTIMS
T BE
FAMILIAR WITH TAPE

THESE MEN MUST
KNOW A THING
TWO A
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MRS, JIGGS - 1D Awrsg

You
LESSONS! YOUR
TALENTS EON'T LE

IN THA
DIRECTION!

THAT'S THE BEST | REALLY GOI
NEWS T'VE HEARD

IN A LONG TIME!
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1 WATCH TV/
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NO MORE DISGUSTNé
A HABIT THAN TARDINESS ,

THERE'S

! YOURE A FULL

IN FACT, TUE ONLY REASON
TAA FORGIVING YOU AT AL L
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1 HAD EORGOTTEN OUE DATE }
COMPLETELY UNTIL YOU '
WALKED |N THE D002/
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