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THE BATH OF THE STREAMS.

BY DENIS FLORENCE M'‘CARTHY.
x.

Down unto the ocean,
Trembling with emotion,
Panting at the notion,
See the rivers run;
In the golden weather,
Tripping o'er the heather,
Laughing all together,
Madeaps every one.

1.

Like a troop of girls
In their loosen'd curls.
See tho concourse whirls

: Onward in their glee ;
List their tuneful tattle,
Hear their pretty pratile,
How they'll love to battle

With the assailing sea.

nit.

Sce the winds pursuc them,
See the willows woe them,
See the lakelets view them
Wistfully afar;
With a wistful wonder,
Down the green <Jopes under,
Wishing too to thuader
O’er their prison bar.

1v.

Wishing too to wander
' By the s%a-waves yonder,
There awhile to squander

All their silvery stores ;

There awhile forgetting
All their vain regretting,
T When their foam went {retting
. Round the rippling shores.

|

Round the rocky region,

> ; “Vhencs their prizon’d legion,
; Oft and oft besieging,
1 Vainly sought to break—
- Vainly sought to throw them
'er the vales below them,
Tarovgh the clefts that show them

Paths they dare not take.

VI

Bat the swift streams specd them,

In the might of freedom,

Down the paths that lead them
Joyously along ;

Blindinz green recesses «

With their floating tresses,

f Cheering wildernesses
d With their murmuring sona.
’ (- (=)
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: Now the streams are gliding
] With a sweet abiding—
-

Now the streams arc Liding
*Mid the whispering reeds—
Now the streams outglancing
With a shy advancing,
Naiad-l'ke go dancing
Naiad-I'ke g weing
Down the golden meads—

Vil

Down the golden meadows,

Chasing their own shadows—

Down the golden meadows,
Playiug as they run;

Playing with the sedges,

By the water’s edges ;

Lieaping o'er the ledges,
Glistening in the sun.
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Streams and streamlets blending,
Each on each attending,
All together wending,
Seek the silver sands ;
Like to sisters holding
With a fiud enfolding—
Like to sisters holding
One anothers’ hands.
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X.

Now with forcheads blushing

With a rapturous flushing—

Now the streams are rushing
In among the waves ;

Now in shy confusion,

With a pale suffusion,

Seek the wild seclusion

Of sequestered caves.
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XI.

All the summer hours

- Hiding.in the bowers,

Scattering silver showers

9 Out upon the strand ;

~ O'er the pebbles crashing,

Through the ripples splashing,

Liquid pearl-wreaths dashing
From each others’ hand.

X1

By yon mossy boulder,
3 See an ivory shoulder
5 Dmlmg the beholder:

$ . o'er the blue;

ut a woment’s thinking
s With a modest shrinking,

3 From the gazer's view.

(From the Dublin University Magazinz for August, 1855.)

IX. -
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| Now the wave compresses
g All their golden tresses;
' Now their sea-green dresses
| Float them o'er the tide:
1 Now with elf-locks dripping,
| From the brine they've sipping,
; With a fairy tripping
; Down the green waves glide.
‘ " XIv., ;
4 Some that scarce had tarried
By the shore, are carried
Seaward, to be married
To the glad gods there ;
Triton's horn is playing,
Neptune's steeds are neighing,
Restless with delaying
For a bride so fair.

xv.
See at first the river,
! How its pale lips quiver,
Tow its white waves shiver
With a i»nd unrest ;
List how low it sighcth,
See how swift it fli-Ll,
Till at length it lieth
On the ocean’s breast.
i XVI.
Such is Youth’s admiring,
! Such is Love’s desiring,
Such is Hope’s aspiring
For the higher goal ;
Buch is man’s condition,
Till in heaven’s fruition
' Euds the mystic mission
Of the eternal soul.

! (From Blackwood's Magazine for August, 1855.)

| INTERNAL SUFFERINGS OF RUSSIA FROM THE
! WAR.
BY AN EYEWITNESS.

| [The writer of the following statement left Russia, where

| he had resided for many years, in the course of the present

| summer.

| [1t will be observed that he apologises for any defects of

rstyle which appear in the narrative, on the ground of the

tlength of time during which he had been unaceustomed to

‘write his own language. No such defects will, wo feel
satisfied, be found; as the facts, so deeply interesting in

flhemscl\'es, and so important in their bearing, are told in

' plain sensible terms, leaving no doubt of the writer's sincerit ¥

(and Lis desire to te!! nothiug but the truth.]

! Having recently lcft the interior of Russia, I think it my
duaty to lay before the public a plain statement of the results
already produced by tuo events that are now passing. About
| the court and capitals I can give no information, as I was

{only in them for a few days on my way home; but all that

| I advance here relative to the particular part of the country

| T have lived in so long, is tie truth, and to be relied on. 1

'had the honor of giving the sams information to some of the

| highest personages in the kingdom soon after my arrival, und

(apparently they did not think it without importanee; so I

| have ventured to lay it before my country, trusting that what

'has hitherto been dark will now appear in the light of truth ;

for I have put rothing down that did not come under my

; own personal observation, or that I did not obtain from sources

fon which I could rely. I had thought of publishing a
large work upon Russia, but was deterred by reading the
‘books already published, which showed me that I should be

(obliged torepeat much that has been already written by abler

| pens, and which may be relied upon; I have therefore con-

(fined myself to what relates exclusively to the influcnce ex-

rercised upon all classes in the interior by the war. There is,

!doubtless, much left unsaid that might be of interest, but of

| which I possess no information upon which I can depend ;

|and true to my resolve of ouly advancing what I know to be
 facts, T have left out all that is in any way doubtful. I am
 quite unused to writing for the publie, and have employed

‘my native lanzuage so little of late years, that I trust the

'garb in which I have clothed my truths will be excused if it

' be a little foreign in appearance ; for the heart of the writer

peats with a truly British enthusiasm, and breathlessly awaits

the moment wheu his country will have triumpbed cver all
2er enemies.

The persons who are the greatest sufferers by the present
war are land proprietors. If the war continue, they will,
for the greater part, be brought to ruin. This will be scen

{1y the following facts, which came under my observation

upon an estate where I have resided for some years, and

which I can give as an average specimen of the whole coun-
itry. (It must be remembered that I only speak of the

i south of Russia ; of the north I know comparative'y nothing.)

| The estate in question consists of about 40,000 acres of land,

| with about thirteen hundred serfs, Its principal productions

'are linseed, corn and wool, which are all soid for exporta-

| tion by way of the ports of the Azoff and Black Sea. These

two seas having been closed for some time, all the raw pro-
duce remains rotting on the bands of the producer, with the
single exception of wool, which finds a ready market in Gor-
many, being transported overland through Austria; still tie
price diminished sensibly last year, on account of the in-
creased cost of transport. I will now proceed to state the
details of the losses experienced last year upon this one pro-
perty. The average income amounts to about £6000, out of
which £1500 has to be paid as interest of the mortgage—
for this, like most other estates, is mortgaged to the govern-
went. JLast year there were about 1500 quarters of linseed,
which, sold on the spot, would fetch upon an average 16s.
per quarter. Of this not a bushe! has been gold; so, on
this article alone, there isa loss of £1200. The wheat grown
was about the same quantity. The average price of wheat
is 12s, Ber quarter, and now only a limited quantity can be
sold at 8s. ; ‘but, supposing the whole to be sold at that price,
the loss will still amount to £300. This, however, is not
the case, and the loss is not less than £500 upon wheat.

Last year the price of wool was, upon an average, 15 per

‘cent below the usual price ; in some instances there was a
loss of 20 and 25 per cent; the quantity sold usually fetched

‘about £1400—s0 there was another loss of more than £200.

Upon this same estate thereare kept about eighteen thousand

\sheep, of which there are generally sold every year two

e

| thousand for their tallow and skins, atan average price of 7s. [a rich opportanity for the employes to make money, becauss
a-head ; now, on account of the difficultics of exporting tal- | they make all their denands upon the peasants witioct pro-
low, the price is only 5s.,—another £200 out of the pocket | ducing any written authority from a superior officer, merely
of the proprietor. It will be seen by the foregoing state-|stating, in their waitten or verbal orders, that certain rti-les
ment that the income of the possessor of this one estats is|are required on such a_date, and of course they.are reuly
diminished wiore than one-third, by restrictions laid upon|without any demur or Inquiry, @s it may bappea that tue
trade by the closing of the ports of the Azoff and Black |government actually, in this particular instance, requires
Seas; and as this may be taken as a good criterion of .the | what is c_lemand_ed: then the man who sought oo.cnh.r dcm.ou-
whole southern part of Russia, the loss iz consequently some- | etration is congsidered refractory, and sent to Siberia to im-
thing enormous. A few of the proprietors, it is true, sold  prove his manners, and to serve as aun enm.ple to _others..
; their prodace, at almost nominal prices, to merchants who | who, af‘fer t.hxs., wxl'l be ready to give all that is required of
‘speculated upon the results of the Conferences at Vieana, | them without inquiry. i

|

(and bought oo largely and transported the corn to the difs|  Another exaction to which all the agricultural population
| ferent ports of the south, to bo ready to take advantage of}ig subject, is the furnishing means to transport sll the muni-
the first opeaing of the trade, had the Conferences led to the | tions of war through the country. At the beginning they
wuch-desired perce. The immense quantities of corn des-| were paid for this service in a kind of government check,
{troyed during the late cxpedition to the Azoff, did not, as! called contremark, which was received again at the treasury

|wa.s stated, belong to the Hussian goverument, but was the in payment of the poll-tax ; but since August 1854 this has
property of private specalaters, among whom I know 0'10" been changed, and this service is paid in money—i. e., not
| ¥ho bought largely in wheat in the month of March, trans-|yaid st all, for the emwployes pocket the money, which it
porting it to Berdiansk, and 1 Lave no doubt ke isa very is never prudent to ask: the contremark was of no use to
! large suficrer by the late events, I do not assert, hoyvever, ’ the employes, cousequ(;m]y the service was d“" accurate-
| that no portion of the the. corn belonged to the Tmperisl go- |1y paid, but now the peasants get nothing but kicks aud
| vernment, but eertainly not move than a fifth of the whole | cufis for their trouble.
{quantity was intended for the ase of the troops, :_le:'.‘ough it| The sufferings of the inhabitants of those villages situated
| might have all been seized for that purpose-later in the War, | on"(po Jines of march taken by the armies that traversed
|under tle vame of veluntary contrilulions. the country from north to south, during the winter of 1853
! I have attempted to shiow the losses that the present war{and 1854, were s0 intense that even the soldiers themselves
| occasions the landowner, by the trammels it imposes on!piticd them; and it takes gomothing to touch the heart of a
|trade ; we will now take into consideration the enormous| Rassian soldier. The troops, in order to obtain sustenance,
{ taxes he is sdbject to, in order that the government may be!were obliged to disperse themselves over a large tract of
| provided with means of carrying on the war, or ruining him, | country, marching in a parallel direction, and falling on the
(which is synomymous. The most severely felt tax at all| poor peasantry, whose stock of winter provisions wes only
| times is the conseription. This in time of pezce does not prepared for the wants of their own families; like locusts,
take place oftener than once a-year,and the number of re- eating up cverything, and reducing the inbabitants to the
| eruits required is geverally seven from every thousand serfs; | greatest distress ; while the male population, who generally
j but since the War broke out there have beea two conserip- | earn something considerable with their horses during the
{ tions in the year 1854, and already one in 1853, cach of winter, in trapsporting merchandise frgm one fair to another,
twelve in the thousand, being, for cighteen months, thirty-| was engaged on the main road in the transport of artillery
six able-bodied Jabourers out ¢ fevery thousand males, old and | gng tumbrils, which, by the wise arrangements of the Russian
young together. I do not know what the proporfivnate] government, had to be dragged over a country eovered to the
nnmber of able-bodicd men there is ia a thousand males, but | depth of six or eight feet with snow, upon wheels; so that
the effective strergth must be considerably diminished when | tumbrils, which could have been drawn easily by four or six
such a large number is tuken away, This is not all. When { horses if placed wpon sledges, required twelve or fifteen to
the recruits aye sent to the town to Lo examiued and passed | moyo them with their large wheels imbedded in the snow.
by the proper authorities, there must be for every twelve men During a journiay I was obliged to make in February, 1854, [
| et least eighteen more, in case the others should be rejected | met more than 500 tumbrils transported in this laboricus
these are sometimes kept away from their work two or three| magaer. It made my Leait bleed to see the treatment both

it wiil be ‘scen thut, during the last eightocn months, the! who were with them. When they came to a bill, they were
possessor of W estalo T have quoted above has given to the| frequently obliged to use double, and oven treble, the number
government forty-seven conseripts, being the proportion offo[‘ horses required on the level ground. Roads bad to ba
thirty-six in the thonsand for thirteen hundred, aud lost the | cut in some places through the snow, to admit of the passage
labour of about scventy men for a space of fourteon days ;! of the heavy artillery. The peasants are seldom kept 2t this
which latter loss, at 6d. a-day, will be £24 10s., without| work for more than 2 fortnight together ; but they ars fre-
counting the entire loss of forty-seven men for ever, But.queug]y 2 hupdred miles from their bomes ; so that after an
every proprietor is oblized to pay a sum of rouey (about £8) ! absence of & maonth they return only to find their homess
to provide the recrnit with an outfit and arm kim; this will | swept clean by the hungry warriors whose fightiu : materials
give again a sum of £376 for tllc year and half.  The south- | they have transported with so much difficulty. That many
ern governments, in consideration of their vieinity to the seat | diod of the artiiicinl famine caused by these prepatations for
of war, are exempted from e wilitia of thirty in the thdus-| glorious war, I have no doubt. The Russian soldier, too, is
and, which is being raised in the northern governments. If| much imbued with a strong propensity for thieving, and there
they bave not the soilitia, they are subjected to exactions|is wothing he will mot steal if the opporinnity of so doing
| under the name of vo/untary contributions. In the spr_}ngi;hﬁul«l present itself. Finding all the houses where they
| of 1854 the estaic was obliged to send forty oxen as rations{ were billeted without the master, of course many of the littls
| for the troops then in the Danubian provinces; at the same | articles of furniture were missing after their visie. These
{ time there were required five waggons, with a pair of horzes | things were generally taken to the next halting-place and
and a driver to each, Which are to Le retrrned at tho end of| sold for brandy — only, perbaps, to be stolen again by the
‘. 1zzage and troops | next party. It frequently Lappened that seldicrs acd re-

{ the war, These were for the transport of Lag |
upon an emergency ; and it was upoa (hem that the armics| gruits met in the same villages, and the number Dbilleted in
who fought the battle of Iukermaan were transported last|one house was o great that the aster and Lis family were
autumn, In the autumn of the same year (1854) there were obliged to sleep outin the sheds with cattle, or upon the
required half a pood (1€1b.) of biscuit from every male serf|snow, for slujba (as the peasants call the scldier) must have
for the arry, which, for 1300, would amount to €50 poods; | his lodging. Nor were the suﬂ”crmgs of the troops them-
but the proprictor offered 1000 poods, which had to be made { selves less acute, marching as they did at such an inclement
and despatched in about three weeks. While the prepara- | season of the year. They strive, howevﬂ:r, to enliven their
tion of the biscuit was going on, there came another order dreary marches by songs and jests, fur in every company
for ten waggons, with a driver and a pair of horses to each,!there is always a certain number of siogers, who march
to be ready and delivered up to the authorities in ten days,|in front, led by & man with a tambourine or an old violin,
as tho case was urgent. This was just befora tho news of | who dances, sings wilitary songs, of which tho other singers
the descent in the Crimea reached us. All thess exactions|tgke up the chorus, or else he cracks jokes at any one's ex-
{were made just at the time when the harvest was going on— | pense. It is a curions sizit to mect a party of soldiers in
the end of August—so that the hands were of the greatest | the midsi of a snowy desert, where nothing is to be seon but
consegquence to get all the corn housed hefore the nut'umnal suow below and ahove; for the very air is impregnated with
rains broke up the roads and rendered the transport impos- | i, These armed wen are wending their way to destroy, or
sible. The number of oxen required to transport the biscuit | e destroyed, as the case way be.

was twenty pairs, which were absent nearly four months, as,
| they had to carry it a leng distance after the roads were
broken up, and when the mund was knee-deep. A little later
in the same year there were required = number of oxen
again for rations. I o not remewmbor ihe exact number
required ; but having sent so many away with bisenits, and
the murrian being very bad among ths eattle at this time,

The immense amount of misery the present war is causing
in Russia is little iivagined; but that country cannct boast
of its Times. Everything is hidden from view; and only
those who actually take part in these scenes, or are in-
voluntary spectators, can know what is the real state of
affuirs. Even at St. Petersburg nothing is known but what
. A : . appears in official reports; so that in many iustances far
instead of sending them, the proprietor forwrded to the less is known in that magnificent capital of the stai2 of tha
proper autherities £00 in money. interior of the country, than in Eugland, where such ex-

In April of the present year double the quantity of bis-|cellent works as the Englishwoman in Russic are, or ought
cuit of that contributed last year was required; and as I be, universally read. Everybody is afraid to speak on
travelled tirough the couutry in the month of Muy, I saw| these subjects, except to laud all the measures of the paternal
thousands of tons piled outside the towns, ready for trans- government. I .x-cmembef- an aneodotc_ that was current in
portation to the army, which of course has to be done by the | Ruesia in the spring of 1854: A Russian 'whz? had attained
proprietors and peasants of the crovn. 1 met upon the road | the rank of general in the civil service, spo.:(‘} in the theatre
long strivgs of waggons going to load with this biscuit, lfld of the absurdity of the returns of knle(.l and wounded pub-
stopped and talked with the drivers, who were for the c“n_ef Jished in the l’mss;mn papers. 'ljhe police master, who was
part peasanis belonging to the erwn. They lamented bit-| present, over-hearing what he said, oliserved that ke shpuhl
torly their bard fute, being obliged to leave their homes just ¢ obliged to report his words to the Count Orloff; for if he
as the haymaking was about to commence ; and as they had | gid not, somebody else present might, and he would full into

to perform a journey of some 1500 versts, going and returd- | diserace. The next day the gemeral received an intimation

ing, it would be late in the autumn before they rca_chcd their | that it was the Empgror’s ;_)leasun_a that be sbcy!d j‘0§n th,
homes again, and conscquently too late to make any prepara-| army on the Danube immediately, in order to satisfy himsclf
tions for winter. Maay of them said to me: * Batusuka! {of the truth of the returns, by counting the killed and

wa suppose that we are intended to starve this winter; last| wounded after each battle, and that his miiitary rank should
winter we salfered enough while the troops were passing, but ' he that of major. The same day there appeared in the
now we shall not be able to provide anything for ourselves, ! offcial gazatte : “Le conseiller d'etat actual, , was

for there are only the tabas (old women) at home, and what | received, by his own wish, into the army with rank of major 1
can they do?” It is extremely probuble that, had these remarks been made

| . Tha peasants of the crown are subjectcl‘(d to uxn:;n)}'! of the|in private, and reported, the consequences wmight bave been

! actions as the proprietors—I think to all of them, ex- | worse, %

I:';teocnx]y the waggonsl,) arfd about them I am notsure. I| Among those who feel the pressure of: the'w;r ;:;o t:ne atz::!:
know they bad to provide the biscuit just as their superiors | are the w9rkmg tradesmen, such a3 tm;grs ..? e
bad, and the oxen, too, for rations. It is, however, extremely | In all tegiments the;re are & certain nuw kier o f:nnthem o

idiﬂicult. to ascertain the amount of contributicns exacted |for ti.zexr comrades in time of peace, ma :\811 edlt.x oo

ifrom these poor, miscalled free seifs; for the employes by clothing, boots, &e. ; but as nowlall a;ea'l o thl;oriﬂe wor

hom they are managed exact so mach from them for their jarms, they have to quit the needle an S

i:,m use, saying that it is required for the service of their bayouet. The duty of prov!d:x.vg the troops :ﬂ"erin el;x ;‘;e
' government, that it isTmpossible to distinguish what is really  greatcoats falls upon the tmla(hrst, v;!;: ar;h Z mgmpph:d
for their use,and what for that of their waster. The waris, from the depressed siate of all trades. ¥y

weeks, withoat any indemnity whatever. By this statement | horses and peasants reccived at the bands of the soldiery




