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Canada A Creditor Nation

An announcement by Finance Minister
Abbott last week marks the transition of
this country from the status of debtor na-
tion to that of creditor with all that that
implies. The Government is to establish
an 11-man committee, composed of promin-
ent industrialists and investors whose job
it will be to scek means of increasing the
flow of Canadian capital into sterling area
countries. It will aim to “elimiinate or
minimize” the obstacles which presently
impede the free flow of investment from
Canada to overseas countries.

The committee, headed by Gordon R.
Ball, General Manager of the Bank of Mont-
real, will assist the recently established dol-
lar-sterling trade board in its task of in-
ducing importers to make. more purchases
from the United Kingdom and other non-
dollar countries.

A creditor nation has definite obliga-
tions in the world of commerce. Credit,
once extended, cannot capriciously be with-
drawn and investments liquidated without
disastrous dislocations harmful to debtor
and creditor countries alike. A policy of
planned and continuous re-investment must
be followed and payment only demanded
as made possible by the current balance of
trade. At the same time the creditor must
refrain from putting obstacles in the way of
debtor nations selling their products in its
markets to meet interest charges and re-
duce loans.

The United States in a similar situation
after World War I made the mistake of
thinking that foreign goods could be kept
out of the home market and at the same
time repayment of debts demanded in gold
or dollars. The requirement was impossible
but the world paid for that mistake by
plunging into the worst depression in
history.

Coal Markets Shrink

Mr. Donald Gordon has warned that, un-
less something is done to increase its rela-
tive efficiency, coal is going to.face stead-
{ly decreasing markets. Only three years
ago half of the energy developed in the
United States came from coal; in 1949 the
figure was 38.5%. Last year slow down and
strikes reduced coal output by 170 million
tons in the U. S. yet this came within 10
million tons of the total market available.

Biggest single consumer, the American
railroads, cut their coal consumption by 16
million tons in 1949 and within the next 10
years oil and electric locomotives will slash
that demand still more. A generation ago
coal supplied over 90% of the railroads’
power requirements. Soon its share will be
less than half. The Financial Post calls at-
tention to another significant fact:

Every time an exasperated homeowner
switches from coal to oil or gas for heat-
ing, the miner loses for all time to come
an annual market for at least six lons of
coal. Not so long ago it cost twice as much
to heat the average home with oil as with
coal. Today with the price of coal two or
three times that of 1938, the spread has
been narrowed and the switching from coal
to oil stepped up sharply.

’

A Scientist Speaks

Dr. Robert A. Millikan, of the California
Institute of Technology, is the latest man of
science to confess in public that science
alone offers mankind no way out of his pre-
sent dilemma. Only the inner mind of man
and not his physical power, says Dr. Mil-
likan, can possibly solve the present univer-
sal riddle.

The “supreme personal and individuai
opportunity of everyone,” he says, “is " to
shape my own conduct at all times so as, in
my own carefully considered judgment, to
promote best, if everyone followed my ex-
ample, the well-being of mankind as a
whole; in other words, ‘to start building on
my own account that better world for which
I pray.” He believes that “the two great
pillars upon which all human well-being and
human progress rest” are ‘first, the spirit
of religion, and second, the spirit of science
or knowledge.” It is significant that the

‘ man of science subordinates his own field ot
work to that of religion.

His final advice to his fellow citizens 1s
this: * ‘My personal job is to develop an at-
titude of willingness—of determination—to
subordinate my own immediate personal im-
pulses, appetites, desires and selfish inter-
ests to the larger good of my fellow men as

« I see it in cases in which there seems to me,
careful consideration, to be conflict be-
“ two-"

‘What-is needed, he says, is a new “world

loyalty” and this loyalty must express itself
through collective security against aggres-
sors of all kinds. “If,” he adds, “Russia will
not join in this effort, the next thing to do is
for the rest of the world to keep strong
themselves and to unite their strengths
against any nation that threatens to attack
any one of them., There will then be no
war started.” But such strength will be
impossible without -a world loyalty higher
than national loyalty, without the indi-
vidual’s willingness to subordinate his im-
mediate personal interests to the interests
of mankind as a whole.

EDITORIAL NOIES

Islanders are graduating from agricul-
tural colleges now, as they do each year.
Their value to their native Province is
great and every effort should be made to
encourage them to return.

L] » L

Lack of parking space is not always
bad for efficiency. A report from Ottawa
indicates that many civil servants are arriv-
ing &s much as 40 minutes early for work
to be sure of finding a spot to park.

» . -

Last night's public speaking finals for
the City Schools brought out admirable tal-
ent but probably the real value of the evenlt
lies in the chance it gave to the many who
did not reach that stage, to stand up and
speak before their own classmates.
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The survey of child welfare facilities in
Charlottetown being conducted by Mr, F.
R. MacKinnon should have the effect of
arousing interest in this work which the
public has been inclined to neglect on the
assumption that the Government can be re-
lied upon to take care of everybody.

Ll L -

It seems a pity that the five hundred
British books on display at Prince of Wales
College should now be returned to the Old
Country after serving their purpose in be-
ing shown all over Canada. Perhaps some
means could be found of acquiring the col-
lection for the Provincial library system.

L » -

The annual meeting and luncheon of
the P. E. I. Tuberculosis League today
should be the most encouraging ever held.
The success of the battle against the scourge
bids fair to relegate it to the past along
with small-pox and other once dread dis-

eases.

. . -

A Toronto importing firm is advertising
English made aerated drinks in tins instead
of bottles. Grocers are encouraged to
“stack it up” and copy points out that there
are “no bottle ‘headaches’ . . . no deposits,
no returns, no extra clerk expense” in con-
nection with Hi-C orange-ade.

L] » -

The Post Office Department seems to
have despaired to teaching adults how to
properly wrap, address and mail letters and
parcels and how to insure them and is now
concentrating on an educational programme
amongst young people. Like an early Island
clergyman, it proposes to save the young
and let the old sinners go. \

L/ L] »

David Hume, Scottish historian and
philosopher, was born at Edinburgh this
date 1711. He tried unsuccessfully to se-
cure chair of moral philosophy at Edinburgh
University, was made librarian of Advocates’
Library there and published his “History of
England.” His “Natural History of Re-
ligion" appeared in 1757 and he was much
honoured during the visit he paid to Paris
in 1763. His philosophy carried Locke's ac-
count of the origin of knowledge to its logi-
cal conclusion. AJl valid ileas must be re-
ferable to a definite source or original in
impressions. The theory of casual connec-
tions is merely blind belief from constant
repetition of two impressions: suggesting the
idea of so called cause. The outcome of
discarding such fundamental concepts on
 which knowledge rests is nothing less than

total scepticism.

Against the background of a generally
high level of economic activity the federal
budget is only a hair's breadth more than
balanced, says the B. of M. Business Review.
At its present level the budget is equivalent
to 18.5% of the national income. In the
event of any recession in business that proy
portion would undoubtedly be higher. On
the other hand, a rising trend of national in-
come could automatically provide some in-
creases in govérnmental revenue. But, to
quote from the budget speech, “this dividend
of progress is gradual and modest in size in
relation to the ambitious plans that are so
much in the air these days. . . . There is
no prospective surplus from which proposed
new programs of expenditures can be met.”
It follows, therefore, that additional govern-
mental services of any significance can be
provided only through increased taxatjpn or
by adding to the national debt, not for capi-
tal outlays, but for deficits incurred on cur-
rent account. One cannot but conclude that
the outlook for any further worthwhile re-
duction of taxation in the foreseeable fu-

ture is, to say the least, rather dim.
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YOLUNTEER EXPENSES

From report to Licutenant
Governor Dundas on the Volun-
teer Brigade of Prince Edward Is-
land for the year ending 3lst
January, 1864, by P. D. Stewart,
Adjutant General:

“Towards the payment of all
amynunition which has been used
in this Province since the organ-
ization of the Volunteer Force,
whether for field pieces or rifles,
at practice or at prize shooting, the
public funds have contributed
about £10. The remainder has
been given by the Imperial Gov-
ernment, {(with the cxception of
the amount to the value of £79
sold during the past ygar, and
paid for by the Volunteefs them-
selves).

“The Imperial Government has
in all given 140,000 rounds of
Rifle ball cartridge to the Volun-
teers of Prince Edward Island.

“In 1859 it sent 1,000 stand of
arms and accoutrements complete,
and gave 100,000 rounds of ball
cartridge.

“In 1860, 3 iron 9 pounder guns,
.with a supply of ammunition; 50
Cavalry swords, with belts, &c.

“In 1861, 4 brass field pieces,
with a supply of ammunition; 50
Infantry swords; 400 rifles with
accoutrements.

“In 1862 it remitted a charge of
£900, including a charge for 40,000
rounds of ball cartridge.

“It could not be expected that
the Imperial Government would
continue this support, and the
Province is now called upon to
pay for all the stores which are
issued to it.

“It may not be out of place to
represent the disadvantages, as
regards the support they receive
from public funds, which the
Volunteers are under in this Is-
land, as ctompared with Volun-
teers of the neighboring Pro-
vinces.

“In Nova Scotia the grant for
1863 was £6,000 (P. E. Island cur-
rency). A considerable portion of
this . was, however, expended on
the Militia. Each Volunteer Com-
pany received a contingent allow-
ance of about £9, 40 round of ball
cartridge per man, tlargeis, and
drill instructors. Effective mem-
bers are also exempt from Statute
Labor.

“In New Brunswick the grant
was £3,000, all expended on Vol-
unteers except £125, the allow-
ance to Adjutants of Militia Bat-
talions. Each Company received
a contingent allowance of £24, 60
round of ball cartridge per man,
and 600 rounds of ball cartridge
per Company, cloth for their uni-
forms and dtill instruction. Ff-
fective members are also exempt
from Statute Labour. On drill
instruction alone, £1,000 was ex-
pended in that Province during
the past yecar.

“The whole grant appropriated
by the local Legislature of this
Island, £400 for the Volunteer
service, would just sufficc to al-
low 60 rounds of ball cartridge
for each of the 1,400 rifles lenl
by the Imperial Government,

“It reflects the highest credit on
the Voluntcers themselves, that
receiving, comparatively speaking,
so little support from public funds,
they have been able to hold their
own with the most favored Vol-
unteers from other Provinces, I
need hardly allude to the occasion
on which they competed with the
ritle. Two out of three Inter-
Colonial prizes won by Island
Volunteers remain a testimony to
their proficiency.

“By your Excellency’s command,
I announced to the officers com.
manding companies that (in the
event of the Legislature making
a grant sufficient for the purpose)
£12 paid half yearly would be the
allowance for each company of 50
enrolleq members, that a deduc-
tion of 5s. would be made for
every man under this number,
not present in uniform at each
half-yearly Inspection. That £5
would be the allowance for each
subdiviston, ie, corps where en-
rolled members do not exceed 49.
That a deduetion® of 5s. would be
made for every man under 28, not
present in uniform at each hall-
yearly Inspection.”
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- Tk2 Age-0ld Story

Turn ye 'unto Me, salth the Lord
of hosts, and T wil return unto

you, salth’ the Lord of !Io'b.

Bechuanaland and
The Ngwato Tribe

by

Margery Perham, Fellow in Imperial
Studies, Nuffield College.

A few years ago, I stood on a
little peak of red-gold rock. In
front, seemingly for ever, rolled
the blue-grass sea of the Kalahari
Bushveld. Below me, like a vast bed
of mushrooms, the thatched huts
of 25,000 people crowded round the
Kopje. I could see special huts
made for the Chief, a little brick
house where he lived and an open
space under nereat trees where the
Kgotla or tribal council came to
sit on their little wooden stools.
Beside me, beautifully sculptured
in bronze, was Duiker, the little
buck which was the emblem of the
tribe.

This was Serowe, headquarters of
the Ngwato tribe, ,It is one of
eight tribal groups which live in
the Bechuanuiand Protectorate.
They are directly under the Brit-
ish Crown although almost sur-
rounded by the territory of the
Union of the Government of South
Africa. Because of this difticult
position, the territory is  under
the Commonwealth Relations Of-
fice and not under the Colonial
Office. Seven of their African
tribes cling to the Eastern edge of
the great Kalahari Desert, only
one being able to live away in the
North-West, round the swampy,
malarious and highly intermittent
waters of Lake Ngami. The whole
African population of this huge
area of 275,000 square miles num-
bers only 290,000. The Ngwato tribe
live further to the north and have
the largest population, just over
100,000; only about one-fifth of
these are true Ngwato, the rest
being subject peoples of several
groups, many of them partly bush-
men, those little peoples who know
how to hunt and find moisture in
the desert where others would die
of thirst.

To understand the present posi-
tion of the Ngwato, a little history
is needed. European penetration
reached these peoples at a time of
great turmoil and confusion. Chaka,
a famous Zulu warrior in the early
19th century, organized such a
highly disciplined and ferocious
army that he set all the tribes of
Southern Africa in motion, It was
the courage and skill of Khama,
the young man who became Chief

of the Ngwato, ‘that saved his
people from the attacks of the
Matabele. who had broken off

from the Zulu and trekked up
towards what is now Southern
Rhodesia, Nor were the Matabele,
famous for their aggressive cruel-
ty, the only danger Khama had to
face, for behind them the Boer
farmers, themselves trying to evade
British control, were driving their
great ox-wagons into the heart of
the continent and marking out
lands for settlement. Just ahead
of the Boers, missionaries—chief
among them David Livingstone—
had also been pushing North and
doing their best to save the tribes
from destruction at the hand of
both black and white enemies.
Khama became a Christian and,
from what he heard of the Brit-
ish in Africa, he decided to put
his country under the protection
of Queen Victoria, The British
were at first most reluctart to
take on this responsibility but, in
1885, a Protectorate was at last
declared. But Khama's troubles
were not yet over. Cecil Rhodes
was also looking North and he
wanted to run the railway to his
new acquisition of Southern Rhod-
esia through Bechuanaland. But
Khama was determined that he
would be directly under the Brit-
ish and no one else. In 1805, there-
fore, he travelled to England with
two other Chiefs, put on a frock-
coat and top-hat and urged his
case upon reluctant Joseph Cham-
berlain and the Brit'sh Cabinet,
“We have seen the justice and
kindness with which the great
Queen seeks to govern us, = There
is no Government we can trust as
we can trust that of the great
Queen. We pray you, therefore, not
to throw us away as if we were
troublesome children who would
not listen to their mother's words,”

The Chiefs won their. case. They
agreed to providé a narrow s'rip
for the railway but for the rest
they were promised that “each of
the three Chiefs shall have &
country within which they shall
live as hitherto, under the pro-
tection of the Qu.eet\."'

v .

They thought this was the end
of their Lrouble It was true they
were under the Britih Crown and
that, when the rest of South Af-
rica joined under thé Union Gov-
ernment in 1910, the Brit'sh re-
fused to give up the Pro‘ectorate

THE SILENT VOICES
When the dumb Hour, cloth'd in
black,

Brings the Dreams about my bed,
Call me not so often back,

Silent Voices of the dead.

Toward the lowland ways behind

me,
And the sunlight that is gone!

Call me rather, Silent Voices,
Forward to the starry track

me
On, and ever on.
—Lord Tennyson.

their own Chiefs, the world began
to change round them and e en

grow the old tribal eonstitution and
way of life. For the Ngwato, above
all, the Chieftainship had difficult-
ies. Khama had been a great chief
and a great Christian, In his day,
drinking even of native beer was
forbidden; he made war on Witch-
craft ‘and other pagan and

ounce rod, which
small buggy whip, was fashioned body's
Glimmering up the heights beyond |for him by a New York rod-mak-

The woman-of the-week awar

sus taker that she was 44

old, even though she knew th

age, anyway? —Lethbridge Her
ald.

The battle between paper
glass in t
is being c:

the newcomer paper carton
in about half

a 4-to-1 store tavorite. But

came to stay in the

it's outnumbered by

self-service chains which

widespread store acceptance
the disposable paper carton.

home field. —Wall Street

nal.

The death of Mr, Pmil Paturel
a former mayor of Shediac,
a prominent figure in the
ing industry of Eastern Canada
will be regrettcd by a wide

his favorite honby. At a

an American angler about
proper weight for a salmon
He contended that a light sal-
sary, and wagered that he
weighed only one ounce. A one-
looked

er. He took a thirty-pound sal-

mon with it on the

John Telegraph-Journal.

by United States magazines has
been interesting us for quite a
while, but it was deeply impressed
upon our mind by the appea:ance
in the May issue of Stag of an
article on Donald Gordon, “Fresi-

dent of the largest railroad in the

he also tried to soften the servitude
of the conquered trites who had
been driven into the desert where
they had to hunt for their masters
and herd their cattle, But among
these tribes, fierce dynastic feuds
had always been common. Even
Khama had been at odds with his
father and brother. When he died
in 1028, his rightful heir was his
little grandson, Seretse, so his son
Tshekedi was made regent. It was
Tsheked! who welcomed the writer
to Serowe: small and lithe like his
father, he had his resolution and
intelligence; he also had a full
Western education and he worked
hard for his people and did all he
could to state their case against
the claim of the Union. He stim-
ulated education and his peo:le,
under his inspiration, collected
100,000 pounds to found a secondary
school for the tribe. He saw to it,
too, that Seretse had a good ed-
ucation and sent him to the uni-
versities of Oxford (where he dis-
tinguished himself in sport) and
London. But in spite of Tshekedi’s
good work, there were rival groups
in the tribe who even tried to
murder him. This ‘led to banish-
ments and law suits and danger of
division when Seretse would come
of age.
. . -

The British Government at first
allowed the Chiefs to rule almost
as they wished, with their own
courts and councils, But as Burop-
ean influence began-to play upon
this terribly poor country, many
problems arose which needed mod-
ern treatment, The British of-
ficial, therefore. tried to bring the
Chiefs under closer control and to
develop more democratic tribal
councils. In 1938, they introduced
tribal treasuries which kept 35 per
cent of taxation and from which
salaries were paid to the Chiefs,
and they set up a General African
Advisory Council for the whole
Protectorate, They did all/ they
could to open up water supplies,
control cattle diseases antd devel-
op medical and educational ser-
vices. The country’s only wealth
lies in its million cattle and when
the rains fail or the herds get
disease, exports of stock to the
Union and the revenue drop to-
gether, and then the British
people have to meet the defictt.
They have lately made large grants
especially for the expensive work
of boring. for water., For the Ka'a-
hari is a desert which lacks water
rather than grass and immense
areas of good grazing are useless be-
cause there is no water for . the
cattle to drink, while pasture near
the streams and wels is danger-
ously over-grazed, The men soon
found thiat the best way to make
money was for them to go and
earn wages in the Union. The
expedition was an adventure away
from the half-stagnant life on the
dry velt, but it was very bad for
family life and tribal moral while
agriculture, never of a h'gh stand-
ard, declined further. Education
has spread very slowly, as the boys
are away with the herds for the
normal years of school life and
many more than half the children
in the schools are girls. In any case,
since the ruling tribe 1is itself div~
ided into a ruling class and com-
moners, the educated men who
were not of the Chief’s blood foun
too little opportunity for their

energles
What of the tuture of this . trib>
and the others in the Protec o ate?

becadee the Union would not grant of

'rm‘ cannot stand alone ard it
'w not seem that Br'tain can
, Indefinitely hold out aga the

claim of Union In the economy
which they are a'ready em-

]clvlc rights to the A‘ricans. But, | Fedded. It is indead a race with tire
though they kept British  rule and | The British are not only trying to

\

b

solve their desperate problems
drought and disease, and to raise
their standard of life, they are
also trying gradually to break down
the class structure of these tribes
so that they may become united
peoples with a healthy democrac-
tic self-government in local affairs.
This would enable them to face
the future, whatever it may bring,
with  greater confidence ‘and
strength.
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Restigouche
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The#amount of attention which
their own conditions began to out- |is being paid to Canadian affairs

of

I
d 'Americas”. Stag is a periodic

!which does not ignore the fact n::é
tthe human. race, and especially the
female part of it, are mammajs

e 'and bipeds, and the article on My,

.It,o Improve your Sex Technique
and one on the art of strip-tease
{which makes tne important point
“should havye
for this

interest in

the
American eye !s looking in a dircc-

There is a mixture of comedy

in-
Britain becauss

conscience
talk, chase
press officers,
heavily snub.
what .
credible lengths can a nose for
a man! The (e

abou¢
an ‘“off-the-record”
ying officials and

, 'and finally geiting

, ‘news take

!hard on them. They have always
,the fear of Senator McCarthy be-

plans
el-
or
Somee«
garden  Perhaps soon
they may get over their jittery
mood and begin to think. They
may then realize that, as British
newspapers well know, our pube
lic men have a higher affection
for secrecy than have theirs: they
might even give us the credit for
believing that the Prime Minis-
ter would not keep in any major
office a man on whose absolute
loyalty he couid mnot rely. Any
Americans who want to join in
the dirtier games of Britich party
politics should reflect what they
would think if we here were to
spring to the ald of Senator Mc-
Carthy, bringing our tar brushes
with us: They will find them-
selves mistakeu if they imagine
that Britain is another Greece,
whose government can be - brow-
beaten at will. It is about time
some “highly placed American
sources,” not o say some news
agencies, tried to develop a sense
of responsibility (From the
Manchester Guardian).

terprising Chicago newspaper
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