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I- Should Be Revised

Isn't it about time this nation’s
Flection Act were revised in order
to make our much talked about “‘uni-
versal suffrage” a fact? As things
are now, a good many Canadians
who might be expected to use their
franchise intelligently are denied the
privilege and are, therefore, put
down on the records as second-class
citizens—if, indeed, voteless persons
in a free country can be called citi-
zens at all.

There may be sufficient justifi-
cation for keeping inmates of prisons
and mental instutitions from voting.
The former, for the time being, have
forfeited the rights of citizenship;
and the latter could hardly be ex-
pected to distinguish between the
merits of one party or one candidate
and those of another. (In this, how-
ever, a great many people who have
“all their faculties” are in no better
case!) But to deny voting rights to
judges and returning officers would
seem to be pointless, arbitrary, un-
just and disrespectful. Judges, espec-
fally, - (this is no reflection on re-
turning officers) are supposed to be
men of discretion and wisdom. They
pay their taxes like the rest of us
and are interested in good govern-
ment and sound laws. Why, then,
should they be put in the same class
as convicted law-breakers and men-
tal incompetents? It doesn't make
sense. And surely the fact that re-
turning officers attend to the voting
mechanics used by their neighbors
is no reason why they themselves
should be deprived of the basic right
of citizenship.

Issue Still Unsettled

There can be no question now as
to who is doing the dictating in the
Suez Canal imbroglio. Colonel Nas-
ser says he plans to clamp complete
Egyptian control on the canal and
the toll money as well. He promises
“uninterrupted navigation to ships
of all nations”; but that doesn’t
mean Israeli ships because the 1948
state of war with Israel still exists
in Nasser's opinion. The United Na-
tions Security Council is scheduled
to discuss the issue today, but there
is little to be expected from this
quarter. Indeed, Mr. Dulles in an-
nouncing the U.S. decision to put
the Suez problem back into the lap
of the Security Council made it clear
that he was doing so merely to
“bring the Council up to date on
what has happened.” This means
that it is going to be up to Britain
and France and other user nations
to propose Council action —if any
action is to follow.

The American attitude to take
the issue to the U.N. but leave it
there, without exerting leadership
toward a solution, is just what Nas-
ser is banking on. Since it appears
obvious that the United States has
nb intention of insisting down the
line on Egyptian acceptance of the
six principles approved by the Se-
curity Council last fall, then, as
an American commentator observes,
“the problem becomes one of mak-
ing the Egyptian terms as palatable
and acceptable as possible.” This is
about all the Dulles policy has
achieved.

One thing that should be ‘chal-
lenged is Egypt's denial of unmo-
lested passage to Israel or any other
nation. This issue is vital to the
status of ‘international waterways.
All nations have the right of pas-
sage through such waterways except
during a period of Aactive warfare,
when the status would depend on
the armed strength of each side.
Egypt and Saudi Arabia have both
challenged this view. As pointed out
by a writer in the New York Times,

legal position were adopted,

Britain and France
"Red Sea to

i

‘eould even close the enfrance fo the

English channel.

None of these absurd actions is,
of course, going to take place, for
the states bordering on each of these
narrow channels have long recog-
nized the natural right of all ship-
ping to use them — including the
shipping of countries with which
they may be unfriendly. The Darda-
nelles is a case in point. Otherwise,
severe tension and, perhaps, war
would result. Yet that is exactly
what Egypt and Saudi Arabia are
doing, and in the process are invit-
ing war.

Not Niggardly

It is hardly any wonder that
there is a strong movement in the
United States Congress to persuade
the Government to cut down on its
foreign aid program; for the sums
of money and the quantity of goods

which are sent abroad are tremend-
ous. Last vear total outlay for the
purpose came to nearly $35 billion,

an 8'. increase over the 1955 figure.

557 ¢ of the total went for military
supplies and services. Exports of
farm products, either given directly
or sold for the currencies of the re-
ceiving countries, came to $1', bil-
lion. The biggest buyer of these pro-
ducts for local currency was Spain
which received $129 million worth
Most of this amcunt has been kept
in Spain for grants and loans from
the United States. Other principal
recipients of non-military assistance
were South Korea with $294 million;
Viet Nam with $266 million: Pakis-
tan with $114 million; India with
$118 million, and Nationalist China
with $111 million. Japan received $8
million worth of non-military goods.
All these were outright gifts.

It is, of course, true that these
vast sums were not spent entirely
on works of charity. The farm pro-
ducts, for instance, helped materially
to reduce the vast surpluses in which
the United States Government has
great financial commitments. It is
true also that political factors were
involved in many, if not most, of the
expenditures. But even allowing for
these things and giving them their
full significance, it still must be said
that the American aid program rep-
resents generosity on a large scale.
Whether it will eventually pay for
itself in terms of political goodwill
or peace promotion temains to be
seen; but no one can say that the
American people have been niggard-
ly with their aid to less fortunate
peoples.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Daniel Defoe, author of Robinson

Crusoe, died this date 1730,
. L] -

It is indeed a sign of spring when
the C.G.S. Brant leaves Halifax for
Charlottetown.

L] L] L]

Oklahoma agricultural research-
ers say that sows given shower baths
have more pigs per litter than sows
left to their own Idevices to beat
summer’s heat. At a recent experi-
ment, one group of expectant sows
were cooled during the day by a
water sprinkler. Another group was
left uncooled. The cooled sows aver-
aged 10.06 pigs a litter, the non-
sprinkled ‘group farrowed 7.71.

. . L

“Good teachers cost money, but
poor teachers cost more.” This point
was convincingly made at the teach-
ers’ convention this week by Miss
Carolyn Robins, president of the
Canadian Teachers Federation. Short
courses as a means of remedying
the teacher shortage problem are,
Miss Robins insisted, “wasteful in
terms of time, money and human
resources.” The problem will never
be solved by such methods. Educa-
tion needs ‘“vision and long - term
planning”; there is no substitute for
either.

. . L

The legend that an English army
of 100,000 men was defeated by one-
third that number of Scots at the
Battle of Bannockburn in 1314 was
shattered by General Sir Phillip
Christison in a recent speech in Edin-
burgh. As reported by the London
Observer, he said modern research
had shown that the strength of the
English forces did not exceed 3,000
“covered horse” and 17,000 foot
soldiers, including a large number of
archers. It was, however, the largest
English army ever to invade Scot-
land, and the Scots had not more

than 500  light horse, 5,000 foot

soldiers, a few hundred archers and
some 2,000 lightly mw

GOOD AS THEY COME

A Forbidden Island

J. S. Adam in The Edinburgh Scotsman

Rum is a comparatively small
island on Scotland's Western sea-
board. Its name in conjunction
with its neighbours in the Small
Isles is a joke to the Sasunnach.
Its recent history is a jibe to the
Scot.

In the early nineteenth century.
Rum had a population of 400. By
the 1930s that population was down
to 35 and not one was a native.
Today's frgure is 28.

At one time Rum had a reputa-

tion among the isle's people for |

the quality of its wool. In 1926
the last sheep was sent off and
the island was given over com-
pletely to deer.

Rum became the notorious sym-
bol, throughout the whole of the
West Highlands for alien land-
lordism. It was the appalling logi-
cal result of the system of sport-
ing estates which were achieving
the destruction that the Clearanc-
es hegan.

In Rum the destruction of the
Highland way of life was complete.
There was no native left. An is-
land was removed entirely from
the national economy to become a
rich man's plaything.

And plaything is was. De mor-
tuis nil nisi bonum but it must be
said of the Bulloughs that they
guarded their toy like spoiled and
selfish children.

No stranger or uninvited visitor
was to be allowed on the island
to share their play. Rum became
the Forbidden Isle.

STOCK SPEECH

To anyone who looked like set-
ting foot on Rum there was a stock
speech: “You can't stay here. We
have no accommodation for you.
We have no food for you.”

One heard stories of passengers
unable .because of heavy seas to
land on Canna and Eigg who were
refused permission to shelter on
Rum being carried protesting a-
cross a stormy Minch to the Outer
Hebrides and back to Mallaig.

In a country where hospitality
and courtesy are qualities of the
soil and the air, Rum slammed
the door in the face of a nation.

It was an insult that was hard
to swallow and there were some
who never did. In the 1930's Rum
became a challenge to the whole

of the West of the Highlands.

In Mallaig when the younger
men were looking for a ploy, it
was easy enough to get a boat and
a crew to spend a night poaching
deer on the island, a mere 18 miles
off. Mallaig's one policeman al-
ways knew, of course, for the ar-
rangements were made openly.
But he was a sensible man and
he kept out of the way.

There would be occasions, so he
told me when he would be of-
ficially informed that poachers
had been seen operating on the
island and when he would have
to admit to official knowledge. His
course was clear and uncompli-
cated for he always knew the boat
and the men.

SOLUTION

So with the solemnity of the law
he would confiscate the carcase.
He wolud then go to someone in
the village who had a biggish fam-
ily and maybe not much money
coming in and he would say, *I
have a carcase here. I want you
to take it out into the bay and
dump it.”

He would then file his report
detailing the steps he had taken.
The law and Mallaig regarded the
solution as satisfactory.

Not everyone arrived at so ur-
bane a solution.

One postal supervisor for the
area, whose station was Tober-
mory and who knew what to ex-
pect. went to Rum to inspect the
postal arrangements as was his
right and his duty. He was given
the usual welcome. ‘“No accommo-
dation, and c., and c., His reply
was shattering.

“If thefe is any more of that
nonsense”” (he told me he said).
“I will withdraw all postal services
from the Island. And that includes
the steamer."

There were also stories
vachtsmen who made for Loch
Scresort, an excellent  shelter
from westerly and south-westerly
gales, had been told that they
could not stay. It was said that
even when they wanted merely to
come ashore to fill their water
casks they were told that the is-
land was private.

WRITER’s VISIT
My own opportunity to test the

that

truth of these stories came in 1934
when, with a companion, canoe-
ing up the west in two single-seat-
er kayaks we set off from Eigg
one very gurly September day.
We made our landfall at Kinloch at
the head of Lock Scresort in the
late afternoon. It had been a tously
passage and at that stage we could
not have safely gone on to any
of the other islands.

We were given in Rum welcome.
Had we not made it clear that we
had no intention of going and in-
deed had every intention of stay-
ing Rum would have sent us off on
a risky and doubtful venture.

Later that evening we were en-
tertained to a ceilidh in the stalk-
er's house but the fact remained
that we stayed on the island only
because we did not care to com-
mit suicide.

But now Rum has been bought
by the Nature Conservancy. To-
day the State has taken into its
ownership 26,400 acres of island
grandeur, a castle, and 1000 deer.

It appears, however, that the
change of ownership will merely
put firmer barries around the For-
bidden Isle. Mr. E. M. Nicholson
director-general of the Nature Con-
servancy has said that people
would be allowed to land at Kin-
loch but they would be forbidden
to anywhere else.

General permits will be issued
but in the first year or two they
will be limited even to naturalists.
For depopulated Rum is to be kept
depopulated  because  scientific
study is to be made of the golden
eagle and the red deer.
DESERT

What the Clearances began and
the Burloughs completed the Na-
ture Conservancy will perpetuate.
And Rum will still be a Forbidden *
Isle, will still be removed com-
plitely from the national economy.
when Tacitus wanted to des-
cribe the achievements of the Ro-
man Legions in Britain, he said
that they had made a desert and
had called it peace. When Dr John
son made his tour of the Hebrides
in the late eighteeneth century and
saw the destruction of the High-
land way of life he used the words
of Tacitus to describe what he saw.

But this is the age of the euphem-
ism. Not for us the direct language
of the Roman historian or the
English lexicographer. Today we
have a desert but we call it a Na-
ture Conservancy.

Our Well - Paid MP.'s

The Canadian Press

Successful candidates in the June
10 election can look
higher indemnities than did those
who campaigned in the last elec-
tion in 1953.

Parliamentary pay was boosted i
in 1954 by the doubling of the an- |

nual indemnity to $8,000. That is
paid to Commons members along
with a $2.000 taxfree allowance.
Senators receive the same
amount but all of their $10,000
total pay is taxable.

Canadians, I n electing a new
House of Commons, will be exer-
cising one of their fundamental
constitutional rights,

B.N.AA, ACT PROVISION

The British North America Act
of 1867, basis of the Canadian con-
stitution, requires a new Parlia-
ment to be elected at least once
every five years, The act, passed
by the United Kingdom Par-
liament, incorporated established
principles of the British constitu-
tion,

Thus Parliament consists of the
Queen, represented by the Gov-
ernor-General; the Commons, and
the Senate, each with its respon-
sibilities and privileges. The 265
members of the Commons are
lected ; s — a
102—-are appointed for life on the
Prime Minister's recommendation
to the Governor-General.

By custom, fhe leader of the
majority of members elected to
the Commons is called by the
Governor-General in the name of
the Queen to form a new admin-
istration, and that leader becomes
Prime Minister.

The present administration re-
mains in office despite the faet
that Parliament is dissolved for

election.

forward to |

cabinet have been picked in this
way. But they must obtain seats
in Parliament as soon as possible.

FROM LAW TO CABINET

Prime Minister St. Laurent was
in private law practice in 1941
when the late Prime Minister
Mackenzie King asked him to join
the Liberal cabinet as justice min-
ister. Others who entered the cab-
inet before their election to the
Commons are External Affairs
Minister Pearson, Agriculture
Minister Gardiner, Justice Minis-
ter Garson, Labor Minister
Gregg, Immigration Minister
Pickersgill and Transport Minis-
ter Marler.

Although there now are three
parties on the opposiiion side of
the House there is only one ree-
ognized “leader of Her Majesty’s
loyal opposition-”’ He is the head
of the largest party in opposition.

The prime minister, opposition
leader and cabinet ini

PUBLIC FORUM

sarily endorse the opinion of corres
pondents.

TEACHERS' SALARIES

Sir,—~In regard to teachers' sal-
aries: Tae Legislature could have
given the teachers an increase out
of their own salary grab. It would
work out like this: To 30 teachers
it would mean an increase of
$450; to 60 it would be $225; or
give $100 to 1300 teachers with
$50 over. All they have to do js
have an adjournment every year
and give the increase to the teach-
ers.

I am, Sir, etc,
GEO. P. MATHESON
Milton, P.E.L

EXPEL LABOR PREMIER

BRISBANE, Australia (Reuters)
The Labor premier of the state

L]
shared in the $4,000 indemnity in-
crease which went to all MPs in
1954, They also received addi-
tional increases in the salary for
their positions; the prime minis-
ters’ was raised by $10,000 and
those of the others by $5,000,

The prime minister now re
ceives a total $37,000, including a
$25000 salary, $8,000 Parliamen-
tary indemnity, $2,000 ble al-

of Q 1 Vincent Gair, was
expelled from the Labor party
Wednesday on charges of failing
to accept its directions. The cent.

in favor of win1 him for re-
fusing to int e legislation for
three weeks' ‘annual vacation for
state workers.

lowance and $2,000 non-taxable
auto allowance.

The opposition leader and cab-
inet ministers receive $27,000,
broken down in the same manner
as the prime minister's pay ex-
W that their salaries are $15,

g t

Medically "~

Speaking

1S WELL WATER BEST .
FOR YOUR HEALTH?

Popular belief to the contrary,
well water as a rule is not any
more value to ii‘);ou than any other
urified drinki water.

’Some waters actually contain
more minerals than others. And
some authorities frankly disagree
on the value of such minerals to
the body's general health.

But as for well water in gen-
eral, its mineral content is so low
that you would have to consume
many gallons each day to get any
real benefit from it.

In fact, the Illinois Department
of Public Health has some interes-
ting figures on the matter. A study
shows that one gallon of milk has
the mineral equivalent of a bath-
tub full of ordinary Illinois well
water.

DAILY CALCIUM LOSS

We would have to drink 65 glass-
fuls of this water to relace the
daily calcium loss of the body.

Four stalks of celery contain the
calcium equivalent of 30 glasses.
And it would take 20 glassfuls to
provide the calcium obtained in
21% cups of cooked spinach.

The ordinary lunch of potatoes,
vegetables, meat and dessert sup-
plies the body with as much mir-
eral matter as we could get from
drinking 250 glasses of wate-

Now don't get me wrong Water
is vital for life and you should get
plenty. But the fellow with a weil
in his back yard does not have
any better water than you city
folk who get your purified water
from a lake, river or municipal
reservoir.

If you city officials are adding
fluorine to the drinking water, it
might be a lot more value than
most plain old well water.
QUESTION AND ANSWER

II.: What are the symptoms of
menopause? I have hot flashes and
have the urge to keep on walking
without ever stopping.

Answer: Hot flashes, suffocat-
ing feelings, severe headache and
pounding the heart, as well as
nervous symptoms, rheumatism
in its many forms and upsets in
digestion and disturbances in the
circulation are frequent c¢om-
plaints of women during meno-
pause.

If you are experiencing any of
these difficulties, it is suggested
that you seek the advice .of your
physician.

_K'.
THE TREES, HOW QUIETLY
We start in silence, from the earth
We stand in silence toward the
sun,

None but a wind to tend our birth,
How quietly the work is done.

The new leaf flaunts the summer's
alir,

The old leal starts to earth again,

The wind among us moves a pray-

er,
And all the while the work is
done.

We stand, a stone in winter's hour,

Though tense with life when win-
ter's  gone;

We're old and young, in fall or
flower,

And no one knows the work is done

We spring in silence from the

earth

And lpri'ng in silence toward the

sun,
And now a wind attends our death,
How quietly the work was done
—Paul Zweig
In the New York Times

The Age Old Story

The Lord s good, a strong hold
in the day of trouble; and he know
eth them that trust in him,

OUR YESTERDAYS
From the Guardian Files
TWENTY.FIVE YEARS AGO

(April 26, 1932)
The residence of Mr. J. H. Ford

of Mount Pleasant was burned to |

the ground early Sunday morning.
The fire started in the roof, it is
thought, from a spark from the
flue. When discovered it had al-
ready gained considerable head-
way. The barn also caught fire
but with the assistance of neigh-
bors. Mr. Ford was able to save
it and its conténts. The loss was
partly covered by insurance.

At a meeting of the executive
council last night Mr. William E.
Massey, C.A., was appointed pro-
vincial auditor, Mr.

as accountant and auditor with the
firm of Donald 8. Hart of Halifax,
and is a member of the Institute
of Chartered Accountants of this
province.

TEN YEARS AGO
(April 26 ,1947)

The problems of supplying th
demands for farm labour and do
mestic help in the province were’
considered in the city yesterday
:r regional officials of the Unem:

oyment Offices who were in eon-
ference with officials from the
Charlottetown and Summerside of-

The fourth session of the 45th
General Assembly of the Prov-
incé was prorogued yesterday ‘at

ty-three bills. One bill, imposing a |

3 cents extra provincial gasoline
tax, was assented to earlier in the
session.

Massey has |
had a number of years experience |
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'NOTES BY THE WAY

B et S f o
tronics, says man’ 1

moon is & wild dream. Still, so
were electronies.—Windsor

Star
Wastebasket economy is less a
matter of what you paid for it
than of knowing what and what not
to throw into it, and the same

for the garbage can!—Ottawa
zen ¢

A writer complains that the
word billion is frequently misused
‘“‘on this side of the Atlantic.” He
has reference to the fact that in
Canada and the United States a
billion is a thousand million while
in Britain it is a million million,
But who is to say which is wrong?
—Port Arthur News-Chroncle

A C"jcago judge has ruled that
children of high school age don't
need $20 a week spending money.
In assessing support for a divore-
ed woman and her two sons, he
cut down the weekly allowance to
$10 for the sophomore and $12.50
for the junior. If this judge has
any boys of his own, it will serve
him right if they insist on the same
allowance.—Fort William Times-
Journal

One little bit of Canada lies near
the village of Hindlenborough in
Kent, England. It is the burial
place of a Canadian horse, who
died there after 16 years of ser-
vice following his duties in the
1914-1918 conflict. Over the grave
of “Captain,” there stands a stone
memorial and an inscription.
‘“Captain: Only a horse. He was
brought from Canada and served
throughout the Great War. After-
wards he did sixteen years faith-
ful service on this farm. May his
spirit graze in green pastures.'—
Brockville Recorder

The threat of expulsion seems fo

! be staging a comeback in some

Canadian schools. Several decades
ago it was applied with little hes-
itation to manifestly lazy or un-
ruly students. Gradually, however,
it gave way to a more tolerant of-
ficial attitude, due partly to the
softening of discipline which ae-
companied the effort to make
school more interesting and en-
joyable for students, and partly to
the belief that the schools ought to
try harder to salvage the drones
and rebels for their own good.—
Edmonton Journal
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says that one cure for juvenile
delinquency is more of the old.
fashioned wi teehnique,
That is not particularly new. The
only trouble is that a great many
people who should be applying
such a technique were, themsel-
ves, brought up without too much
familiarity with a well-warmed
seat of the pants.—Galt Reporter

A-STATION IN PACKAGE

LONDON (Reuters)—A British
firm announced Tuesday it is in
the market to build the world’s
first packaged atomic power sta-
tion—an American-designed unit
the size of a tennis court—costing
$1,400,000 less than the Ameri-
can price. The firm is Humphreys
and Glasgow of London.

How To Be Married
~ - And Happy!

Do you believe you can’t have a
happy married life if you're “in-
compatible’?

May Reader’s Digest shows you
how the very ways you differ from
your mate can strengthen your
marriage. There's no law that
says husband and wife must have
the same tastes and opinions. The
secret is to stop w: time and
energy fighting- your differences,
Read it in May Reader’s Digest
today: 38 articles of lasting inte-
rest, condensed from leading mag-
azines and books to save your
time,

208 Great George St.

ATTENTION FARMERS

We have the following thoroughly reconditioned
tractors ready for service at low prices:
2 Farmall A Tractors
2 Farmall Super A Tractors
1 Farmall C Tractor
1 Farmall M.D. Diesel Tractor
1 Cockshutt 30 Tractor

Also new tractors, all sizes; manure spreaders;
grain drills; spring tooth and disc harrows.

W. R. JENKINS LTD.

Phone 6568 - 6564

THE WANT AD
‘Will Do the Job fer You

RS




