The Cadre -

24 November 1998

National News 2

Canadians have focused
on homegrown scandals

recently
But is our navel-grazing misquided

By ALEX BUSTOS

OTTAWA (CUP) -- Canadians
are so boring they’re the desig-
nated drivers of the Americas,
my uncle from New Jersey once
told me.

*That may be true,” |
responded, “but at least we're
not from New Jersey.”

My uncle’s jab al
Canucks aside, his statement
was based on an interesting
premise:*Canadians shouldn’
navel gaze because our navel is,
well, not very interesting.

A quick glance at head-
lines from around the planet
suggests my American relative
isn't the only one who thinks
S50

Yet anyone reading Ca-
nadian newspapers these days
would think otherwise. From
the APLC scandal --also known
as Spray-PEC -- to Quebec se-
cession to fiery protests against
Ontario Premier Mike Harris,
our national news pages are full
of stories we think are really
important.

Outside of Canada, how-
ever, there’s barely a whisper
of what goes on north of the
49th parallel.

Forexample, the Belgium
daily Le Soir Le Ligne hasn’t
mentioned Canada all year, ac-
cording to a search on the pa-
per’s Web site.

Ditto for the South Ko-
rean newspaper Korea Herald
News and Papua New Guin-
ea’s The National.

And England’s Daily
Telegraph -- owned by Cana-
dian media magnate Conrad
Black -- has had no coverage on
the APEC fiasco in months. No
mention of student Craig Jones,
Solicitor General Andy Scott or
Prime Minister Jean Chretiento
be found.

In fact, a search on the

pers that cover Canadian poli-
tics or politicians do so in a
questionable manner.

A recent article about
Chretien in the Spanish daily El
Pais is a case in point. The
article refers to the minor facial
paralysis the prime minister
suffered as a child, noting it
“forces him to speak in a tortur-
ous diction.”

Few Canadian scribes
would be bold or toolishenough
to write these words

Ihen there’s the Press,
one of New Zealand's largest
newspapers, writing about the
scandal resulting trom last No-
vember's Asia Pacific Economic
Co-operation meeting in Van-
couver

*1.ong after memories of
the 1997 APLC in Vancouver
faded, actions by Canadian po-
lice against non-violent protest-
ers -- mostly students -- con-
tinue to grip media headlines
and rock Jean Chretien’s gov-
ernment,” arecentarticle states.

The article then states
the RCMP *“targeted” protest
organizers for “pre-arrest” be-
fore the meeting.

“The operation was not
driven by legitimate security
concerns but rather aimed to
spare visiting leaders, notably
Suharto, from political embar-
rassment,” it says.

The Press article which
got away with reponin% more
or less what landed CBC re-
porter Terry Milewsky into hot
water -- was one of only a
handful of international articles
(out of an informal sample of
about a dozen daily papers) that
focused on Canada.

What does this little glo-
bal media search tell us?

Perhaps in the Erand
scheme of things our pro lems
really aren’t that big.

Which doesn’t mean we
litical
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Freedom...
it'’s right here.
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easier...

With Mobility Freedom from
Island Tel Mobility, we're putting
freedom and peace of mind
within your reach.

For only $2790/month®, your
Mobility Freedom special
includes:

* First Month Free*

* 40 Daytime minutes/month

* 200 Evening and Weekend
minutes/month**

* Activation Fees

» Network Access

* Call Forward

* Call Waiting

* 3-Way Calling

A Motorola 650E or a
Nokia 918 phone for only
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Mobility Freedom gives you the
freedom you want, the price you
can afford and the service you
expect... only from Island Tel
Mobility.

Visit one of our dealers for your
first taste of freedom.
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