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You never miss your daily paper until it isn’t there

You seldom realize how much a daily P
means to you—or the community—until one day it
isn’t there.

Surprisingly, perhaps, it’s the little things that are
missed the most—the services, the incidentals, Con=
sider the plight of New Yorkers caught in a city-
wide newspaper strike not so long ago. They missed
the news, to be sure. The editorial comment, the
women’s pages, the sports section and the comics,
‘What else?

Well, they never knew what was on at the movies.
They missed the daily stock market quotations and
the bargain sales at Macy’s and Gimbel’s. People
couldn’t find apartments—or jobs—without the clas=
sified ads. Concerts and recitals were postponed;
plays closed prematurely.

Statistics may be a heartless way to measure the
effects of such a strike. But sometimes, they’re the
only way. Unless you're a florist, you might not be
interested to learn that flower sales fell off some 20 %,
Until you realized that the absence of obituary no=
tices helped produce this loss, Then you begin to see

what a paper means to a
If the newspapers themselves lost $101 million in
sales and advertising revenue, should you care? Yes,
because most of this money would have been paid to
employees in wages and salaries, to other companies
(and their employees) for newsprint, ink, film, en-
gravings and other operating necessities. Several
thousand news dealers went out of business. Some
permanently. Department stores lost $515 million,
hotels and restaurants almost $20 million, federal
and state governments $11 million, railroads $215
million. When so many businesses suffer such severe
losses, everyone suffers.

If you think Canadians were remote from all this,
think again. The New York newspaper strike cost the
Canadian néwsprint industry $28,700,000. A lot of
men lost a lot of days’ pay. The newsprint industry
will feel the pinch for some time to come,

Yes, it's easy to take your daily newspaper for grante
ed when it’s at your front door every day. Not so
easy for you—or the community—to get along withe
out it




