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Why To The West?

It's 54 vears since Sir Robert
Borden gave the federal portfolio of
Agriculture to Hon. Martin Burrell,
of the old British Columbia riding of |
Yale-Caribou. It hasn't been east of
Manitoba since. Most of the time it’s
been the exclusive property of Prairie
farmers: and if they had been kinder
to the Liberals in the Nov. 8 election,
there would be no doubt of it re-
maining theirs. But the defeat of
Agriculture Minister Harry Hayes in
Calgary South left the Liberals with
only —onePrairie member—Veteran
Affairs Minister Roger Teillet, who
gits for St. Boniface, Man.

Commenting on this situation, a
columnist in the Toronto Star says it's
high time the hoary myth that the
Agriculture “Minister “must ‘be a
Westerner”’ was being discarded. The
only argument for it is that the Lib-
erals desperately need to restore
their fortunes in the West, and to take
the Agriculture portfolio away would
make a Liberal comeback even tough-
er.. But the case which the Prime
Minister has to balance against this
is that changing conditions have long
gince loosened the Prairies’ right to
the portfolio, and the election has
presented a golden - opportunity to

The Star scribe recalls that when
Borden started the tradition of West-
ern ministers, the West was still in
the pioneering stage. It had a one-
industry economy, wheat. It was the
problem child -of Canadian agricul-
ture. Immigrants, many from Cen-’
tral and FEastern Europe, faced
strange, harsh conditions. They. need-
ed help. They looked to the Agri-
culture -Department’s laboratories for
new strains of wheat to beat early
frosts and disease and enable them to
survive on the land. Out of the dry
thirties came aid programs such as
the Prairie Farm Assistance Act and
the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act,
run by the department. -

But all that has changed. The
"War on Poverty conference last week
drove home the point that the great-
est agricultural hardship today is in
Eastern Canada—in parts of Ontario,
Quebec, and the Maritimes. In the
West, the main concern is not the
growing of crops, but the marketing
of them. And this is done not
through the Agriculture Department,
but the Canadian Wheat Board, which
operates under the Trade and Com:
merce Department. Moreover, the
West no longer has a one-industry
economy. Manufacturing, mining,
petroleum production make a grow-
ing contribution. :

We think these arguments form
an unanswerable case for putting the
portfolio back where it belongs—in.
Eastern Canada. The Star writer

argues it should: go to Ontario, on the |

ground that that province has.  the

highest value of farm output. We
can't see this point so elearly; Ontario,

after all, is our industrial colossus. If

the portfolio should go where mixed-
{arming is of most importance to the

area’s economy, the Maritimes should

qualify. In any case, however, the

elaims of Eastern Canada can no

longer be ignored.

Blackout Post Mortem
One thing clearly demonstrated by

million Americans and Canadians into
darkness .on the night of Nov. 9, is
the need for closer working relation-
ships between the operating organ-
{zations in both countries, and also
between the Canadian and United
States governments. Nothing short
of “the utmost cooperation” is re-
quired, in the opinion of the U.S. Fed-
eral Power Commission which has
submitted a 95-page report to Presi-
dent Johnson on the subject. The
commission was not able fo give as-
surance that such a blackouf can nev-
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| erhappen again, but it indieated that |

new precautions are under study to
ayert such a contingency.

The commission confirmed the
primary cause of the blackout, which
is now pretty well known. It was,
a tiny relay at Canada's Sir Adam
Beck. hydroelectric plant on the
Niagara River that started the chain
reaction that in a matter of minutes

tral Canada. The report suggests

that the Beck employees should have

reset the electric relay there that

handles power loads to take account

of the considerable increase that oc-

curred since the device was last set

two years ago. It also suggests that

employees of the Consolidated Edison

Company, if they had acted quickly

and shut down parts of their sys- .
tem at the first sign of trouble, could

have have prevented the blackout.
But it boiled down, the ‘report con-
cedes, to a matter of judgment with

only minutes to act. Most of lower
New England and southern New York

blacked out 12 minutes after the in-

itial troubles in Canada.

The commissioners have made a
laudable effort to look on the bright
side of a dark picture. They found,
for example, that there was no evid-
ence of sabotage.
didn't panic. There was no wide-
spread looting. Actually, statistics
showed that theé“crime rates through-
out the area fell below normal for the
blackout period. More than one air
tragedy was averted at airports in the
first moments of the blackout because
of the bright, moonlit night. And
while more than 850 hospitals were
without power because of the failure,
no patient deaths are known to have
resulted. Most hospitals had some
form of standby power available.

However, there is need for an in-

dustry-wide study of the adequacy of |

automatic equipment, also a thorough
review of training procedures for
emergencies. There may be need,
also, for additional legislation to give ~
the government more authority and
power over the reliability of power
supply, because of the enormous in-
terstate networks that now exist. - '

An Ontario commission is con-
ducting its own inquiry into the mat-
ter, and its findings will likely be’ of
a similar nature. More important, it
is to be hoped that whatever remedial
action is proposed will be implement-
ed without undue delay.

. Hints To The Canny

Want to save on your next income
tax? Then do a little planning now
before the end of the year, urges a
writer in the current issue of t e
Financial Post. He lays down some
precepts of fairly general applica-
tion in this regard: such as, for ex-
ample, paying pledges to charity
which will total more than the stand-
ard $100 deduction, before Dec. 31.
Also one’s medical and dental bills,
If one’s expenses are at or near 3 per
cent of one’s estimated net income, it
may be a good idea to have further
medical or dental work done—if you
can get an appointment. But the
bills must be paid before the yearend,
regardless of what may be recovered
from insurance, if they're to reduce
the tax collector’s take. - -

- Small businessmen, farmers, pro-

fessional people and others operating

on a “cash basis” are also advised
“that they may save on income tax if
they prepay deductable expenses be-
fore Dec. 31. Those who have car-
ried on business all year may buy de-

preciable assets such as cars and of- |
fice equipment before the end of the |

‘year and claim depreciation at the
proper rate for the whole year.

And hark to this, young blades!
Another way to save on income tax
is to get married before the end of
the year. This enables the groom to
claim a $1,000 marital exemption. If
the wife does not earn more than
$250 before yearend, the $1,000 ex-
emption will not reduced. The Post
writer fears that these reflections
may “take a lot of the romance” out
of the affair, but isn’t he being over-
solicitous on this point? With the
cost of living going up the way it is,
matimonial plunges can do with all
the. economic support they can get
these days. A tax cut at such fimes

the power blackout that plunged 30 | 18 not to.be sneezed at.

EDITORIAL NOTE -

Scientists, reports the New York
Times, have at last authoritatively —
confirmed what air passengers long
have suspected—that anybody who
feels abnormal after jetting across an
ocean or a continent is normal. They
have come up with the final results
of the first precise testing of people
who have flown fast through many
time zones. The findings showed
psychological disruption and confus-
ion for 24 hours. Body functions
were out of order for three to five
dm“ . - ——
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'BRINGING HIK DOWN TO EARTH

OTTAWA REPORT By Patrick Nicholson

Press Gallery that demands in-
stant news [rom meetings of the

| rial, journalists -have laid in

monkeyshines with Mike, we |

switched abruptly to oral per-
ambulations by Paul. He gave

minutes of trivia, Pauline publi-

biage.

" PAUL SPARKLES

Paul Martin of course Is a
real trouper. He began by an-
pouncing a payment of $2 per
ton on the sugar beet crop.
““This will be of great interest to
the constituents of Essex East
beamed the old pro, who of cour-
se, is elected to panliament by
those very constitutents.

Then he announced two 3%-
| day holiday weekends for civil
servanis.| Canadian sanctions
against Rhodesia and pause. *
have been in Cabinet all day, he

—_

after 5 p.m. when the seven hour
meeting had ended' — but Cabi-
. net. apparently had decided not-
hing else. So we then heard at
length - about- Paul’s forthcom-
ing visit to London to consult
with government leaders about
Rhodesia and to Paris where,
this year being Canada's turn,
he will preside at the NATO mi-
nisterial council meeting.
Far more interesting than what
" Paul said was his manner of
saying it, and his reaction to
his audience. There were per-
haps forty jeurnalist and half as
many of Paul's aides almost fil-

us the full treatment, fifty-five
city, and views wrapped in ver-

ling the square panelled room. ‘
There were two television cam- |
eras and TV cookers, or lights, |
violently roasting am exhausted |

Our Yesterdays
(From The Guardian Files)

(December 15, 1940)
A reported German atlempt
| to send Nazi troops through
. France to Libya and Greece to
- help Italy without disturbing
the Italian home morale was
declared to have been rebuffed

ippe Petain.

Lieut. Frederick A. Large ar-
rived safely in England, accord-
ing to word received by Mrs.
Large, Charlottetown. Lieut.
Large left an East Coast Cana
dian port some time before in
charge of naval ratings.

TEN YEARS AGO
(December 15, 1955)
—Last - Wednesday Mayor David
Stewart of Charlottetown - pre-
sented a key to the City to Pre-
mier A'W. Matheson of Prince

Edward Island. "

“Christmas in the M ar ket
Place,” the season’s opening
presentation by the Charlotte-
town Little Theatre Guild “was

4

i |
TWENTY - FIVE YEARS AGO |

by. France with a flat “no” |
from chief of stale Marshal Phil- |

e

He was

| most of the conference by two
| still camera artists who, holding
flashguns at the ready in front

There's a tradition in the  but patient and pinkening Paul.
wr

| ed . the audience's view. One

TV operator shuffled around on

the wall to wall broadloam in a
| remarkable pair of soft shoes,
| made of sealskin.

DOES NOT FUMBLE
|  Canada's acting Prime Mini-
ster was thrown one ugly curve

' who etill

'

Smooth Performance By Mr. Martin

compliment to the
worked minister,

{

ﬂemmmbhym'

| ing shortage for people with the
| money to pay for houses, but for

| low income earners the expen- |
min'volvedinbuyhgnhunc‘

hibitive.

| way of saying that there is not
| enough government - subsidized

| 1y in this important field. Since |

- The Ho;:fir.\g_s.bonage

our governments finally did get ' outs. Would replacing the blood
around to it, they chose to iso- nlvc/lly

the low-cost housing from the |

rest of the community and thus

Ite
and

United States), an

As the Kingston Whig.
dard editorialized recent

g

ly,
| the Second World War, only 60,- | “‘Canada on the basis of its at-

| ; ki
said in 2 weary-voice - - wes 1000 units of public housing have '

| been completed in Canada, as
| compared for example,
| West Germany where 4,500,000 |
1homea have been built with go- |
| vernment help.

| Canalla was the last nation in
the western world to institute

Lhousing for low_ - income fami-

i lies and olde~ people. And when |

As for
itisa
the malign
be fully
years hence
cessary to

%

with | gnobbish and backward country. '

1
l

r An

Ottawa Jourmal

Orange

Crate

U.S. Ngricultural exports-
jion. Imports :l agricultural pro-

leaving a balance in favor of ex-
ports of $2.1 billion.
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G. H. writes.
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as a-moderating counterweight
to extremist Negro demands for
direct military action against
the Rhodesian whites.
WAIT FOR DETAILS

The British administration, n

in Lagos, mmonmwuh most other Com-
monwea governments, was
other Com- | cautiqusly sympathetic to Bal- )

ewa's proposal pending an ex-
planation of the plan in detail.
Britain has no wish to go on
trial in Lagos for-its Rhodesia
policies but would countenance
a conference to co - ordinate
mieasures against the rebel Rho- -
desian regime in an atmosphere
free of recrimingtion.

The Commonwealth stands te
benefit from Balewa's plan be-
| cause the hedd of Africa's most
| populous nati demonstrat-
ing his desire to
ment of differences
Commonwealth machinery
the secretariat established only
fn September under diplomat
Arnold Smith.

Balewa, 53, ‘has tended in the
past to act in the background,
jeaving the field to more out-
spoken African leaders such as
Ghana's Kwame Nkrumah. His

a settle-

conference proposal and flight *
to Britaln indic ates Nigerias
may act more positively in Af-
vican and international affairs.

The Disappéoriﬁng Armies

Milwaukee Journal

Ever wonder how the war. ese people's viictory over the

Possibly. The blood Is re- |
| placed: within four to six weeks, | tance
and the blackouts should disap- |

to the

H

the Japanese

donation.
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? | enemy.” *

Where was the United States
military? Nary a. mention. But
now the Russians are disappear-
ing, too.

Peking newspapers recently
‘| carried this account:

“On May 8, 1945, the German
fascists surrendered. Soom aft-
erwards the Soviet Union de-
clared war on Japan... The
army (Chinese) and the people’
in the liberated areas (of China)
launched a large scale counter-
offensive and eliminated large
numbers of Japanese and pup-
pet troops. On August 14, 1945,
Japan announced unconditional
surrender.” 1

That will teach the Soviet
Union to disagree, with the Chin-
ese Reds on ideology. They'll
disappear from the Chinese his-
tory books just as we did-
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