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Educational Costs

In his presidential report at the
convocation of St Dunstain’'s Univer- |

—————sity vesterday;-emphasis was placed

&

by the Rt. Rev..George MacDonald on
something which is causing grave con-
cern across Canada. This is the fact
that the cost of education 1s ever
soaring. and the gap between it and
available revenue cannot bé bridged

-~ on the basis of present practice

The same theme, we note, 1s dealt
with in several artickes in the current
issue of The Atlantic Advocate,
among the“ contributors being Dr.
Colin B. Mackay. president of the
University -of New Brunswick and
chairman of the Association of Atlan-
tic Universities who gave an eloquent
address to the SDU graduates. and . |
who is a strong supporter of the
Bladen Commission recommendation

~ for more federal support for univer-

sities in the Atlantic area. Dr. Mac- |
kay is quoted- in The Advocate, as
predicting that a year from now, if
more federal aid is not forthcoming,

F

™

)

student fees will again have to be in-
creased; and the provinces, too, will
have to be more generous. i
Dr. John Deutsch, chairman of the |
Economic Council of Canada whose
recommendation that the federal con- |
tribution to education be increased

from $2 to $3 per head has received =
. wide support, also contributes an ar-

ticle in which he points out that the
numbers attending universities and
colleges doubled between 1956 and
1963 and will more than double again
before 1970.

It is recalled that Premier Robil-
chaud of New Brunswick recently |
made presentations to Prime Minister
Pearson for an Atlantic Provinces ad-
justment grant for education. The re--
sult is not known, nor has any move
been announced yet from Ottawa on
the Deutsch recommendation. :

Editorially, The Advocate makes
out a strong case for federal incur-
sion into the field of education on a
massive scale. It should be recogniz-
ed, it says, as a national service. The
standards of the curricula should be
national standards and the scales of
salaries national scales. Quebec would
doubtless exercise its option to stay
out of such a scheme; but_the re-
maining nine provinces would have
much to gain by an act of renuncia-
tion depriving them of a responsibil-
itv that has become obsolete.

This. we believe, is the only ul- T
timate solution. Meanwhile. as Fin-
ance Minister Gordon said in his re-
cent budget speech. Ottawa is now
paving unconditional grants equiva-
lent to $2 per capita to the universi-
ties in nine provinces, and there
seems no reason why this amount
could not be stepped up to meet cur-
rent requirements.

Mr. Gordon added that ‘“more
needs to be done in financing higher
education in Canada“though just
what should be done and in what way
are unresolved questions.” It is in-
deed time that consideration was be-
ing given to resolving them.

US. Draft System

One of the burdens our American
neighbors have assumed in their free

_ world leadership role is that of main-

taining military conscription—some-
thing which we could tolerate in
Canada only under the exigencies of
war. We are reminded of this by a
recent announcement from Washing-
ton. tn the effect that a vear-long
studv has convinced the defense de-
partment that conscription must be
continued when the current law ex-
pires in 1967.

* The results of the study indicate
that the draft will Mmﬂ
tained for the foreseeable fu i

the armed forces, now tofalling
2 600.000. are kept at this strength.
There is. however, to be a widening
of deferment possibilities. and in-
creases in military pay and  fringe
benefits as an incentive.

- watel

. snub™
i Paul Martin on his arrival in Paris the

of published criticism of inequities mn
the draft. Subsequently. during the
election ra,mpaxJ Senator Gold-
the Republican candidate. ad-
vocated aholition of the draft. At that

_time the President promised to con-

sider alternatives to the present svs-
tem if an mquirv proved them to be
feasible The cost of the program of
studies has been estimated at a mil-
lion dollars. and 1t is described as the
most comprehensive analvsis ever
undertaken of the problems of mili-
tarv conscription in the United
States = :

The Army 1< the only military ser-
vice that consistentlv resorts to the
draft to meet i1ts manpower needs.
There 1s general agreement. however.
that volunteers for the other services
are motivated in part by a desire to

-avoid -being drafted into the Army.

Under the law. most voung men be-
tween the ages of 19 and 26 myv be
drafted if thev are not defe be-

cause of nccupations or studies whose -

continuance - is believed in the na-

status or hardship

The draft has prompted’ crinicism
on the ground that voung men with
enouzh monev to get married or enter
college have an advantage over oth-
ers In addition. the sometimes eratic
wayv 1n which the draft has been car-
ried out by various local draft hoards
has brought complaints. A vouth

drafted in one town might be spared "
in another. The Army’s rejection as ’

a draftee of Cassius Clay. the heavy-
weight boxing champion. has never
been explained to the satisfaction of
manv observers.

» The armed services need about
600,000 new recruits a vear. About

100,000 are drafted. But 200.000 of

the remaining half-million are said to
be motivated bv the threat of the
draft. When talk of the possible
elimination of the draft began. enlist-
ments fell. Now they’ll probably start
picking up again. :

Unpleasant Incident
Quebec’s relations with Ottawa
are strained as it seeks to assert its
right to making treaties with France
or anv other country. This was the

| occasion chosen by President de

Gaulle to give what Opposition mem-
bers at Ottawa call a “deliberate
to External

other day. Mr. Martin's plane was or-
dered away from the terminal to a
parking bav half a mile distant. When

finallv he reached the terminal. by *
bus. he was greeted by two minor

French officials.
It is recalled that two vears ago,
French Foreign Minister Couve de

| Murville came to Ottawa and was

greeted at the ramp by Mr. Martin,

. with a red-carpet welcome. The con-

trast with the discourtesy shown Mr.

| Martin at this time has been noted

sarcastically by his political foes on
Parliament Hill.

Gordon Churchill wondered aloud
“if the minister had cleared his visit
with Premier Lesage of Quebec.”
And Mr. Douglas, NDP leader. in the
same vein recalled the big welcome
given the Quebec premier in Paris a
vear or so ago. and said: “I think. in
future, Mr. Martin should make his
arrangements through Mr. Lesageé\”

Officially the matter is being made
light of. But there is nothing trivial
about its implications. It leaves” an
unpleasant feeling that President de
Gaulle 1s, indeed. seeking to exploit
Quebec differences with Ottawa, if not
the claims of its extremists to being
a sovereign state. Perhaps he regards
the rest of us as being too closely as-

° sociated with the United States to
| merit courteous treatment.

Whatever the reasons fog-dh ac-
tion for which he has chosen to give
no explanation. thev show an 1n-
gratitude for the sacrifices this coun-
try made on French soil in two world
wars that leaves us flabbergasted De
Gaulle’'s memorv must be short in-
deed if he has forgotten the part
playved by English-speaking Canadians
in those conflicts.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Ontario motorists mav soon have

a new status symbol to live up to—

“television in their cars. The provin-
cial government last week introduced
legislation that will end a 12-vear ban
on driving a ‘motor vehiclé equipped
with a television set.

- - -

Ottawa commentators see another
election indicator in the fact that
Prime Minister Pearson 1s taking a
tour this week through his home rid-
ing, Elliot Lake. For his constituents,
he may have a message that will keep

" him out of danger at the polls—a
' huge uranmmum sale that will turn a
‘ ghost town into another Eldorado.
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President  Johpson’s  sinzle-
family banded effort te prevest any
’ other country m the Western

New and then. death is due to ; Hemisphere from falling inte
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bame - an  acovdest

TTTRY Befls

Miskew

Sets Dangerous Precedent

1
s
|
£
i

somenhat muffled (hese out
cres as the pations of the world
reassessed this most recent
twist 1o Amencan foreign pol-
L)
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