By Thorton

Opinions are a state of mind
And differ greatly, you will find.
—Old Mother Nature.

Ol' Mistah Buzzard was curious.
He had seen Redtail the Hawk fly-
ing with a twig with two or three
green leaves. He was carrying it in
his bill.

“Now what in the world can
Redtail be going to do with those
leaves?” thought OI' Mistah Buz-
zard. “He certainly can't be going
to eat them. He isn't building a
nest, for he has had that built for
some time. Anyway, he wouldn't
use two or three green leaves in
building a nest,.”

The more he thought about this
the more curious O!' Mistah Buz-
zard became. He knew where the
nest of Redtail and Mrs. Redtail
was. He decided to pay them a
visit. Perhaps he could ftind out
why Redtail had carried home|
those green leaves. So he flew over |
to that part of the Green Forest
where Redtail and Mrs. Redtail had
their nest. He found Mrs. Redtail
on the nest, and Redtail sitting in

a neighboring tree. Ol' Mistah Buz-
zard perched in a tree close by. Al-
most at once he saw those green!
leaves. They were in the side of that |
big nest which was made wholly ofi
sticks.

W. Burgess .

“What,” asked O!' Mistah Buz-
zard, “are those green leaves {o'?"

“Because we like to see them
there,” replied Redtail. “Don't you
think they add to the looks of the
nest?” )

Ol' Mistah Buzzard didn't answer
that. It seemed to him a crazy idea
that any one should decorate their
nest for the looks of it. Instead of
answering that question, he asked
one of his own. “Why do yo’' go to
all the work of building such a big
nest?” he asked.

“We didn't build it all this year;
we just added to it. We've had"this
nest for three years now, adding
a little to it each year,” explained
Redtail.

“Just the same it looks like a lot
of work to me, and ah don't see
any sense in it,” said Ol' Mistah
Buzzard.

“I've heard say that you and
Mrs. Buzzard are too lazy to build
a nest,” spoke up Mrs. Redtail

“It isn’t because we are too lazy,
it is because we don't see any
sense in going to all that work,”
replied OI' Mistah Buzzard.

“Don't you have any nest at all?”
asked Mrs. Redtail.

Ol' Mistah Buzzard shook his bald
red head. “Not a straw,” said he.
“Sometimes Mrs. Buzzard lays her
eggs in a hollow stump or log, or

“What,” asked O Bistah Buzzard,
“are those green leaves for?”

som2times just on the bare ground.”
“But think of those helpless babies
when those eggs hatch!” cried Mrs.
Redtail. 0
“They are better off than your
babies. They can’t fall and get hurt
and yours can. Everybody can see
that big nest of yours, and know
when there are babies in It. But,
there is no nest to give our secret
away,” retorted OI' Mistah Buzzard.
“I think it is dreadful for babies
not to have any bed at all. You and
Mrs. Buzzard ought to be ashamed
of yourselves,” declared Mrs. Red-
tail. And Redtail agreed with her.
“We don't believe in spoiling chil-
dren when they are young by mak-
ing it too easy for them. And, if
you ask me, putting green leaves in
the side of a nest just for looks is
simply silly,” declared Ol' Mistah
Buzzard, and took to his big wings.
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Susan and her brother, David,

were over to play with Laurie:

baby Linda, now one year ‘old,
was out with them. = They .all
thought it was great fun to have
her with them, even though she
could not ' always play their
games. As for her, she atood at
the box table in the play house,
making mud pies in a can,
gurgling and prattling away very
happy and pleased with herself.

“Let’s play house,’” Susan sug-
gested with a quick smile. ‘Lau-
rie can be the daddy, and David
can be our little boy. Linda can
be our baby."

““All  right,” Laurie agreed.
““This tricycle will' be' my car.
Do you want something from the
store?"’

“Bring me a pound of butter
and some tea. Take our little boy
with you,” called out Susan.

“Come then, David. Do you
want t6 come to the store with
me?’’ sang out Laurie. :

“I'm coming, Daddy,”” answer-
ed David running up to jump on
the back of the tricycle.

“Rr-r-r, uhn-n-n,” said Laurie
as he started off in his car for
town.

Soon they came back. ‘“‘Here
are your groceries, Mother,” said
Laurie, making believe that he
gave Susan some parcels. ‘“What
were you doing while we were
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It was just the very best morn-
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A
little wind played with the leaves
of the apple tree, and made lit-
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do,” said Laurie he
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n:;t of the daisy looks like eggs.

’ l"muko a salad ike Mommy

“But what could we use for let-

cé?'* wondered Susan, .
“Let's pick sour-sips,' you know
wheré we found so many big ones
yesterday.”

" Away they dashed to gather the

rrel, léaving Linda by herself.

weérén't gone long, but when
théy came back, Linda had tried
w out about the cake. ‘Her

were full of mud, and so
was hér face, Part of the cake
was 8.
“Bad  girl," scolded Susan.
"No’: "l'll have to do this all over
again.”

“She’'s not bad,” argued Lau-
rie, quite annoyed. “She's too
little to know any better. But I
think I had better run for Mom-

Mrs. Page came out with a wet
face cloth and towel. In a mo-
ment Linda's face was clean and
shining again. “Let me see your
cake Susan,” Mrs. Page asked.

Susan proudly held up her mud
pie. She had smoothed out Linda's
finger marks and - spread more
coconut over it. Four stick candles
stuck up in the centre. Laurie was
busy piling sorrel leaves on the
old blue plate,- and placing the
yellow daisy centres on them.

“See Linda, Isn’t that a pretty
cake?’’ That salad looks good too.
You are a good cook, Susan, and
I'm sure you'll have a great party.
But Linda had better come in
with me. That cake looks good
enough to eat, and that might be
just what she’d try to do. Bye,
now, have a good time, and "she

the apple tree enjoyed their make
believe birthday.
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SCHOOLS ARE ON STANDARD TIME
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South Pinette School ... 10:30—11:30 One letter gjmply stands for another. In this exampie A is used Q.
Flat River School .......c.cooomevomnn. 3:30— 5:00 for the three L's, X for the two O's, ete. Single letters, apose g-
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