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SPEECHES

DELIVERFD AT THE DEJEUNER IN HONOR OF THE €ON.
GURESSIUNAL COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES,
sEPTEMBER 2, 1868,

Tho Hon Joskrn MeNsLEY. Attorney General, on rising,
a8 President, to propose the first toast of the evening,
sald he had an agreeable duty to perform. Her Majesty
the. n was now In the thirty-second year of her
:l and it was u:m r:nt u.nd T:lo:t p‘%m;“l‘ldu?i' as o

subject, * The health of Her est
the and all lxalgnyal Family.” Indoingso, mw{

evor, be might be permitted to say that this was a toast
tn which their distinguished guests would, he felt as-
sured, Joln as heartily and enthusiastically as they could

themselves. The manner in which Her Majesty had dis-
eharged her public duties, and the unblemished excel-
lence of her privatelife, had not only endeared her to her
own subjects. but had secured for her also the admira-
tion and respect of the civilized world, and especially,
he believed, of the Great Republic.  As regarded
the people of P. E. Island, a more loyal people he
hud never known; and, as manifesting Her Majesty’s
graclous sentiments towards them, they had been
nonored? on twa separate occasions hy the personal
visi's of their Royal INghincescs she Buinos of Walp
and the Duke of Edinburgh. Her Majesty, he repeated,
was everywhere respected as a woman and as a Qneen,
but more cspecially as the warm fricnd of America.
He knew, therefore, that there was not one among them
that evening who would not heartily join them in drink-
ing “The heulth of Her Majesty and all the Royal
Family."

This tonst having been ** enthusinstically honored."
“ God save the Queen ' was played in good style by
Mr. Galbrmith's Brass Band,

Mr. Hensley said the next toast he had to propose
wag © The President of the United States.”  In proposing
such a toast as that thelr American guests would, he had
no doubt, remember that in this matter of drinking
healths. at least, there was n marked distinetion to be
drawn hetween American eitizens and Dritish subjects—
thelrs was an elected head, whilst ours was an heredita
Monarch, When, therefore, it was proposed by “rlvl:ﬂ
subjects to drink the health of the President of the Uni-
ted States, it was simply iutended as a recognition of,
and a compliment to, the great country of which he was,
for the time belng, the recognised head.
the undoubted rights and privileges of the people of
this Island freely to discuss the carrent events ol the day.
A diversity of opinton would, therefore, be the natural
result: and the feelings of British subjects would some-
times be enlisted on the one side and sometimes on the
other. But of this he was quite certain—there was but
one wish, one gencral sentiment in P, K. Island, and
that was, that happiness and prosperity might attend
the American people in all their undertakings.

Thie tonst was also duly honered, the band after.
wards playing the air. ** Yankee Doodle.

The Hon. Epwarp Paumen, Vice President, on heing
called upon by the Chairman (Mr. Hensley) to propose
the next toast, sald it afforded him wmuch pleasure to
comply with the request. He was sorry, however, that
His Excellency the Lient. Governor was not then in the
Island. for, had he not been absent, they wounld, he had
no doubt, have boen honored with his company on that
occasion, Mr. Dundas was a member of a very dis.
tinguished Scoteh family, e had been, for several years,
the head of the Government of P, E Island ; and he had
on all public oceasions shown himself u true friend of the
people. The politieal prineiples by which he was ncto-
ated asa public man were strictly constitutional; and his
desire eviden:ly was, that every privilege to which, as
British subjects, the people of this Island were entitled,
should be conceded to them.  He (Mr. Palmer) agaln re-
gretted that the Lieut. Governor should have been pre:
vented from dispensing the hospitalities of Governs
ment House, as the representative of their heloved Queen,
to the guests to do honor to whom they had that evening
met together, He hoped, however, that the visit of the
eminent men to whom he alladed wonld not he the Iast
of the kind they were destined to receive from the Great
Republic ; bur that, on xome fature oceasion, the Licut,
Governor of this Island would be found amonu the trst
to avall himself of Lis officlal position to extend his weil-
known hospitality, with every mark of courtesy and re-
spect, to such gentlemen as those whom they then had
the honor and the privilege to entertain, e Palmer
then proposed * The health of Licut Governor Dundas.”

Having heen honored in the usual style, this toast
was followed by the air. ** Auld Lang Syne.”’

The Chairman (Mr. Hensley) said the next toast was
one that would, he thought, provoke n speech from at
least one of the members of the delegation, althongh the
tonst of ¢ The Cengressional Committee,” he observed,
stood as the fourth toast in the programme that had
heen placed in his hands. He. nevertheless, thought they
would get a speech from one of those gentlemen in re-
sponge to the toast ke was then about to propose. viz:
The Congress of the United States.”  Our Island Legis-
lature would but very feebly compare with that of the
United Stateés: but, insignificant as we were we still
thought a deal of ourselves, and it was quite right
and natural that we should doso; for a man who thouzht
but little of himself. and a people who thought but little
of themselves, wonld most probably be thought but little
of by other people. That . E. Ixland was, however,
deemed worthy of some consideration, was quite clear,
for they were honored with the presence that evening of
a Committee of the Congress of the United States, who
had been appointed with #he special object of instituting
certain Inquiries respecting matters intimately connert-
ed withtheir mterests ana Island Interests. They had with

th A f that Committee, Gen,
B:!‘l‘ef?f WW%‘:«»‘QJ” e '«“mce mreary,

, and forensic: Judge Poland, who, for nines
teen . was Chief Justice of the State of Vermont;
the Hon. James Heck, &llnunaulnlwd lawyer, and a
member of Congress for the State of Kentucky ; and the
Hon. B. H. Derby, who was also a distinguished mem.
r otfho merican Bar and an eminent financier. They

ad with them, too, Major Ruy Diaz-de-Kay, who. not
antisfied with the mmurr glory acquirea In hix own
country by lorg service in the fleld, had lately distio.

Mh{mulr and been wounded whilst fighting for
the Greeks, They ht. therefore, to cousider this
visit a8t a great compliment. ‘They had n fact, been
treated by the Congress of the United States Almost us
if they were a small nation. - They hud made thix I8land
—small as it was—the subject of a scparate Resolution
and & rte Commitine ; amd he fervently hoped. nay,
he belleved that good would eome out of it.  One eflect
of alt this woula. at ol events, be the brivging of this
[sland Into u more prominent position than it had here-
tofore occupled, They could not do less, therefore,
than drink ** The Congress of the United States,” f}uz
ling therewith the name of General Butler, as ove of' |
nost distinguished members,

Having been duly honored, ** Hail Columbia " was
piayed by the Band.  After which, =

Gen, Rurien smid it became him, in the first place, to
discharge an imperative duty, and, at the same time, & most
mMuﬁuk. vit: to thauk the gentlomen presert for the
very distmguished manner in which they had veceived the
deputation of which he was the chuirmmn  The roception
«ht;‘nd ‘met with vould not fail to make the dec pest impres-
sion on all their hearts, and they would allow him to sy
that, in ecoming to this Ialand, they cume not with any desire
of hope, or wi I to interfere with the huppy relations sub-
sisting between this Colony and the Mother Country  They
came simply to comvider the best mcans ot fosterirg their
mutusl interests and adjusting existing taritfs, #o that both
countries might reap the largest an oun: of sdvuntuge from
the free interchange of their respective conmodities.  They
had como- 1o us first because they recognized this Island as

the key of the fis nnp. asit aid, like a tongue

in the mouth of the Guif of St. Luwre: ce, to dictate terms

with respect to that most important interest. They came to us,

farther, because they were not likely to create complications

such as must, of n ‘.“i’: : d when the question of
wit

; in conneetion with the
in.

m:." :3«;«- o?, valuable products. mm««
mmt&om-nhmbtmn‘lhmmp ucts ?
Much of the arid and r fands .in the Eastern States
would

Aurned to profitable account by Yaokee energy

and o whose ,:.nucm gave gmploymen
mﬂm‘ the wealh of the nation
whose mducﬂmga‘wo

for the productions of this Island.

t to
gene-
adly  exchange
d comi to see

had, amongst other thingy, ob-

It was one of -

served that large numbers of
upon these coasts,  These hardy fishermen had left their own
granite cliffs for the of prosecuting the fisheries, but
they had not, he feared, always kept strictly outside of the
threc-mile kine.  The came here not to ask that
hospitality which Americans had slways received in this
country, but to ask, as a right, to be allowed to come into
the harbors of this Island whenever it might be found
necessary, to fish within the three-mile limits, and to exchange
the productions of buth countries whenever it might be ad-
vantageous to both parties to do so. They wanted to get
all this, and nothing more. He (Gen, Bmzr) bad a com-
Yhml to make aguinst our Queen —it wasthis : no Sovereign
wd done so much to dumage Republicanism as Queen
Victoria, The beauty of her private life—the influence of
her example—and the many estimable qualities of mind and
heart which she p , and manitest:d on all suitable
oceasiona, had rendered tolerable to the Republic of the
W est, to some extent at least, s Kingly Goyernmenr,
Coming to this Island with intents and interests of this des-
cription, and with the object of gathering such -information
to lay before the Congress ot the United States, as might
lead to the happiest results, the deiegation found then selves
fnfe to face with the descendants of the same great country
with themselves,  Surely they could not be expected to for-
get their common language and their common literature,
Shakespeare, Milton, Byron, and Moore were viewed as the
comnion property of both nations, Franklin, Fulton, Ark.
wright, Watt, and Stevenson were also considered as common
r"'rﬂ'r- +The Mather Country to you,” said Gen . But.
er, * is the Mother Country to us;™ and although, in enrly,
days, the American people were, prrhaps, a littie froward—
a little rebellious even—they would, he boped, excu-¢ the
energy 8o enrly manifested, or, if not, attribute their defects
to the noble Anglo Saxon race from which they sprang.
They had, at allevents, shewn the world what English, Scote
and Irishmen could do in & new country.  They had shewn
the world an army, 1,600,000 strong, arrayed on one side
only, Huving seccomplished its work they had seen that
immense army melt away like a snow flake. the individuals
of whom it was compoed again becoming citizens, and ail
the better citizens for having once been good soldiers. They
would also shew the world in the coming year, the iron
road srretching neross from the Atlantic to the Pavifie. ‘The
iron horse would start, panting, from the shore of the Pagific
and not ~top till it had guenched it< thirst in the waters of
the Atlantic, They could shew the world the Chinese Em-
pire, & thousand—nny, two thousand miles di tan, finding
them out and knocking at cheir gates; the Chinese Emperor
sending an Ambussador to treat with the United States on
commercinl matters,—to treat with Great Britain next, The
clnims were much stronger here,—~those now present were
of the sume blood, possessed of the same manly independence,
and ought, therefore, cheerfully to hold out the hands of
smity. Why not? How could reciproaity be bronght about?
There was, he doubted not, a reciprocity of fec!ing alrendy
existing; but suppose it was permitted to them, amid the
darkening shades, o sean the future with the eye of pro.
pheey—suppose they looked forward into futurity, to what
prople should it be given to spread their dominion through-
out this w-stern world?  Look at Spain, fresh from the
wars with the Moors, landing where nature had made an
enrthly paradise, and yet her Colonios dwindled away and
hecame nations in name merely,  France, somewhat more
fortunate, extablished herself in San Domings,  From P, E,
I-land, and Louisburg, in Cape Breton, to the mouth of the
Mississippi, nearly all wax her own. But whe was driven
out, In Sun Domingo the black« revalted, and your fathers
and onrs took Louisburg and P, B, Isknd from the French,
So tha' for a1l practical purp wes the great section that had
gone up had been that porton that was first conquered by
the Anglo Saxon race; and from these premises he ventured
to predict that tnis Western Continent was to be g v roed
by that raee, =by the descendants of the men who had come
ont from England, Seotland, Ireland, and Wales, aud by
no others, Allow me to give, s a t ast—

« The British Empire and the United States: Acting
together in unity, peace, and concord, ir is due to thiircome-
mon origin and enmmon language that they should occupy,
subdne, and govern thi» Western World,"

The Hon. Mr. Hensley, on nsing to propose the next
tonst, remarked that they had had the pleasure of listen-
ing to one of their most distinguished goests (Gen. Bat.
lers) but he thought it would hard!y be right to allow the
other of those gentlemen to depart without hearing from
him also. He alluded to the Hon. Judge Poland, of
Vermont. So comfortable did the learned Judge feel,
that he left his home, and had been on the Island
several days, slthough he was a candidate, no farther
bek than the day previous, for re-cleetion to Congress,
(wing to the telegraphic eable being broken, he did not
tien know whether he was in or out; but he believed he
was quite sure of being returned with a very comfort-
able mujority of 40,00 or 50,000, And they had another
representative to Congress present (Mr. Beck.) who
could also speak tor hifiself, He would, therefore, cut
bis remarks short by proposing ** Tae Congressional
Committee.” coupling therewith the Hon. Judge Poland
and the Hon. Mr. Beck.

The Hon  Judge Poraxn, formerly Chief Justice of
the State of Vermont, and a member of Congress, re-
marked that the duty of responding to this toast more
properly devolred apon Gen. Butler, a« Chairman of
the Congressional Committee, than wpon himself; but,
as Gen, Butler had already spoken in response to an-
other toast, he (Judge Polund) woula endenvor, hows-
ever imperfeetly, to take his place on that ocenrion.
The present delegation was entirely owing to the Chair-
man (Gen. Barler.) who represented the great fishing
interests of Massachusette, ete.  In making np Com-
mittees of Congress, it was the duty of the Speaker to
see that, ar far as possible, all parts of the conntry
were represented.  That officer. accordingly, quite nn-
expectedly placed him (Judge Poland) njon the Com-
mittee, and simply, he supposed beoanse he happpen-
ed to represent an interior distriet, but whose popu-
Tation had very little to do wisgithe fisheries, and in

which, consequently. they took Y little intereat.  The
dulegntes werey over, he o afel u-{c AT -
Iy pleased with their visit to Istand.  Indevd,

their visit had been a continnn roe of astonishment
to them from the hour of their aprival to that mowment.
It was wo compliment to him, hé said, nor to those who
heard him, to say that, when he embarked on this ex-
pedition, he was entirely ignorant of everything, save
th - mere knowledee of its geographical prsition, eon-
nected with this Istand or it inhabitante. - Bot when,
on renching ite shores, their eyes beheld this fine apric
cultnd F conntry. —=when they beheld it peopled with
such a fine race of men. = everythng in short. so widaly
At rent trom what they hand expected to find in the
Gull of St Lawrence, '{er wxtonishment was greater
than_Le conld undertake to describe.  Sinee his arvival,
he had been naturnly led to ithi" nto the state of
the Judsiary and the Publie School system of this Ine
Janil, and he wie nstonished ar the state of advanerment
wenuy ot pertectione—at which the Colony had arrived
with referenee to both these important matiers,  But
more especinlly wits he astonished when he learned how
they had dealt with the fud titles of the Colony.
tenantry on a large scale was totally unadapted to this
side of the Athntic.—in Awcrica every man's hause
was, or cught to be, hig home, and his_ farm his king-
dom.  They had the same difficnlt question to deal wit
i the United States, and in some cases it was ot aet-
tled yer; when, however. he found that this iitle Colony
had grapplod with this quest jon, and had come off con-
querar, e was, ho would again say, perfectly lost in
amazetent. With all these things they had been high-
Iy pleased.  And they fonnd assemibled there that eve-
ning a set of brothers who had descended from the
FRIIE ANCUSITY A8 themselves —members of the eame
great family —in veality and in substanee an independ-
ent people; for theirs was Gorvernment of the
wople—precisely what the Ameriean Government wae.
‘e interests of both countnies were identical, and the
delegates came here to prumote that fraternal feeling
which enght to exwt, m all exsontial partioulars, between
the people of the Colonies and  the people of the
United States.  They came to this Ieland with no nar-
row jenlonsies § l!uyb:ml looked in valn for any on the
side of those whom he now addreseed ; and their pre-
sent visit would, he trusted, resvltin » further and
till more intimate acquaintanee. Although he took no
credit to himself Tor initistmg the present movement,
Le would, he said. be the Klmn in & system of ex-
cursions which would, be bad vo doubt, be mutually
beneficial. The wealibwer portion of the inhabitants
of the American citivs were juw-mm-d. during the
beat of sumimer, to visit ¢ rtain_ (ashionable places of
resorte such as Saratoga, the W hite Mountsine, ete.,
but he had seen sufficiens to induce bim to affirm that
this Tsland wae far better adnptad for sneh exeursions
than the places to which ho hud just reterred ; and sl

would, if spared, wost ecer-

one in that enterprise, and
tainly re-visit this Island next summer.

Mr. Becxk, Member of Congress ’nMnﬁz. o
being ealled upon by the Cmirgm. alxo responded to
the toast in a very pleasing and agreeable manner,
agreed with Judge Poland in thinking that it was &iffi-
cult to tell why either of them had been put upon &
Congressional Committee appointed to vimt this Island,
What he desired to say, however, was this. that alth ‘
not familiar with trade and the qnestion of the fisheries,
he was quite unprepared to find such men and es y
such women as they had found in this out.of the-way
corner of the world.  They wonld, he was sure, pardon
the allusion to the tair sex, when he told them that Ken-
tuckians, but especially Scotchmen, had an amiable
wenkness in that direction ; and. whatever amnght be his
other failings, he would be able on his return, to tell the
people of the State he had the honor to represent that
they had seen a people who were worthy of their friend-
ship and esteem; that they had found here an Island
that was capable of produging what no other por ion of
Amerioa. perhaps, eould produge with equal facility ;
that the people of this Island raise in abundanee just
what the American people wantawho, in their tarn, ean
furnish in equal abundance the very articles that are
wanted here.  And for whatever saerifices the people of
this Coluny might be disposed to mnke, in order to se-
cure reciprooal free teade w"‘h the United States, they
wonld, he felt assured, he compensated ten-fuld by the
latter, He (élr. Beek) had ween o telegram, since his
arrival in P’ Island, by which he was informed that
the British Minister at Washington (Mr. Thornton) and

‘Mr. Sewand, were just now engaged in negatintions fon

a renewnl of the Reciprocity Treaty, to embrace all the
Provinees of British North America,  * Let them do it
anid Mr Bock, * but let them see to e that they do it
well,! The people of the Western States had no par-
tionlar interest in this question of Reciprocity  Never-
theless, an mjury eould not be iuflicted on New Eng-
land  withont injuring Kentneky also.  The delegates
conld 2o to thoss who sent them to this Island, and tell
them what its people were prepared to give in exchange

" for the privileges they wished t0 obtain, and if they could

be convinced that the arrangement would be mutun]ly
advantageous, their wishes wonld, doubtless, be acoeded
to.  The desire of the Weatern States was to establish
free trade with all nations—in short, to be permitted to
buy in the cheapest and sell in the dearest markets.
This Island was a part of that Empire on which ‘ the sun
never sets,” and that great nation and the United Stites
were bound tagether by bands strongerand more endoring
than those which formerly bound the thirteen Colonies to
the Mother Country. Americans had never lost sight of
the fiact, that they were the descendants of the same
common ancestry with the inhabitants of these British
colonies.  They looked back to the authors of Magna
Char'a with the profonndest veneration : and the com-
mon law of England and trial by jury were regarded by
thém—equally with British subjects everywhere--as
the palladinm of their civil rights and liberties ; whiist
S hakespeare, Milton, Fulton, Watt, and Franklin, were
looked npon as the property of both nations.  After
some additional observatione, and the quotation of »
stanza or two, which elicited gre t applause, but which
dil not reach the reporter's ear very distinetly, Mr.
Beck proposed as a sentiment :—

o 'J‘Im Common Law of England—its rights and liber-
tiew, 4

Frepentck Durcken. Esquire, on heing ealled npon by
the Chairman, said that he conld have wished, after the
eloguent amd very cosmopolitan speech of the honorable
gentleman from Kentueky (Mr. Beck), to which they bad
just been listening, to have been spared the necessity of
offering any remarks on that oceasion,  He knew. how-
ever, that the high appreciation of the Common Law of
England which Mr. Back had expressed was common to
the more intelligent portion the Ameriean people.
That Hon, gentleman il remarked, ho believed. that it
was upon the Common Law that the rights and liberties

_ of both Britain and America were mainly based, an opin-

fon in which he (Mre. Brecken) heartily concurred. The
principal ditference between the two nations appeared to
hhin (Mr. Brecken) to be shiaply this : whilst British sub-
jects live contented, happy, and prosperous under a limit-
ed monarchy, that under which the American people
flourished was Republican, ' he two peoples had a great
deal in common as well as theirorigin It was therefore,
no common sentiment that the most friendiy relations
ouzht always to subsist between two nations so closely
allied. and it ought always to be their most earnest Ke-
sire and prayer that the flazs at that moment so grace-
fully suspended over their heads might always be seen
in the most friendly companionship.  Mr, Beek had re-
marked also that the Great Charter had been achicved by
Britain long before the war that ended in the separation
of the thirteen Colonies from the Mother Country ; and
he did not say too much when he atfficmed that the two
nations were the representatives and the e n'odimeot of
true liberty, He (Mr. Brecken) believed that the Queen of
England was as dearly loved by her subjects ns was the
memory of George Washington by Awerican cilizens.
Perhaps the former were a little more democra‘ic in their
notions than the latter. At all events, a Cabinet could
never be seen in Britain sitting for four years in direet
opposition to the wishes of a Parlinmentary majority, as
wis sowetimes the case, he believed, in 'he United States.
The toast proposed by Mr, Beck had reference to the
Jurists of Great Britain, bat on this point he would say
but little. It might serve the purposes of gome to de-
preciate or seck to undervalue the legal profession ; bas
it happened, curlously enouzgh, that on the onzressional.
Commnittee. then with themn, three were lawyers, on 4
whom had filled the important position of Chief
of the State of Vl:;‘mom‘.’ };w«uﬂl‘l wnn.b': seen in whi
wuthmation en of 1 o BR8lon,
by their w:luh“ﬁnm Americans. n’l‘fw l.r;
the batue of Constitutional liberty had been 1
America, as well as in Britaln, by lawyers: :
present day sowe gentlemen of that profession had A
only greatly distinguished themselves in the Senate
at the Bar. but had recently been eugazed fighti
country's hattlex with equal hravery on the
one of whom (Gen. Butler) was present with them ti
evening. Among thelr other guests on that occasion,
he was also happy to recognize several members of the
Jesgl profession ; and it would be generally admitted, he
thought, that no other class of men had lbored more
zealously for the achievement of national libercy, and |
for the advancement of the social interests of man-
kind, than lawyers.” In proof of his assertions he on!
deemed it necessary to mention the names of Lords
Compbell and Brougham in England, and Judge Storey
in America.  He wou'd not. however, weary their patience
much further, as they were still to he addressed by several
gentl men whose presence with them that evening they
were all very justly proad of. e noped thes: gentlemen
would carry back with them to the United States a high
fmpression of P. E. Island and its resources, With re-
speet to Reciprocity, what was there. he would ask, to
prevent its re-establishment? They all spoke the same
language,~had one common ancestry, one history, one
Jiternture, Americans lived and died under the Stars
and Stiives, and the inhabitants of these Colonies lived
anil died under the Unlon Jack of Old England; and he
did most sincerely hope that the result of the
tions and Investigations now in progress would
speedy re-establishment of those reziproeal relations that
bad formerly proved so beneficial to the Interests of all
parties.  The people of this Col«m{ had a keen apprecia-
tion of that oft-handed manner in which intelligent Ameri-
cans were wont to deal with such questions as Reciproeal
Free Trade, and wished to know why they should not be
permitied to re-establish those commercial relations with
the neighbourng Republic under which they had un-
doubtedly flourished and prospered greatly. What cansed
the loss to Britain of thirteen Colonies but the
arbitrary couduct and stupidity of George TLIL m
Lord North? It would also be recollected that
were in the British Parliament of that day a Loru Cha
bam and an Edmund Burke, who fought s awmtg’ as
uumncm;g\v, and as eloquently for the descendants the
al

hat

Pilgrim Fathers as any man on this side of the Atldntic
done ; but Gev 111, and the Grenvilles tri-
b A e 1A forever by fur the richest

mphed, and, in doing so,
;omu ofln'chnt‘-nv‘m possessions ia America,

 The Executive and Legislative Councils of P. E.
Island,” the next toast on the programme, wis propo:zd
by Geveral Butler,~and the Comrman called upon the
Hen. Mr. Huythorne, a member of both Bodies, to re-
spond thereto.

The Hon. Mr. HavTionye expressed his o on
being called apon by the Chalrman to uwrmau



