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An Excellent Start

Noteworthy among the things for which

we may be thankful is the magnificent

i highway traffic record set by the Prowvince
during the Christmas and New Year holi-

days. Police reported no serious traffic ac-

’ cidents of any kind, notwithstanding that
" driving and walking conditions, especially
during the last week-end, were unusually
difficult. If we can keep this up during

the months ahead, it will be a magnificent

contribution to our civic centennial ob-
servance.
, Meanwhile in the United States the

National Safety Council has had occasion
to report New Year's week-end highway
accidents as having reached the proportions
of a national disaster. *“As a Killer,” says
the Council president, “Hurricane Hazel—
which swept up the east coast last fall—
was a piker compared to the tidal wave of
carelessness, selfishness and cold indiffer-
ence that is piling up a holiday death toll
on our highways which should shame any
civilized nation. We couldn't stop Hazel;
but we can stop this.”
In no spirit of complacency, let us hope
that in this little Province of Canada we
. may continue to set an example that will
spack the movement which the Safety
Council has in mind. Needless to day it
will prove of immeasurable benefit and ad-
vantage to ourselves.”

More Useful Than Annoying

Neither the English sparrow nor the
starling is accorded any great measure of
affection. And there is no denying that
there are times when both species make
nuisances of themselves. In some large
cities public outery against them has re-
sulted in drastic measures being taken by
civic authorities to curb their noisy and not
particularly musical chatter. It is doubt-
ful, however, that any method of man'’s de-
vising can be expected to reduce their num-|
bers very considerably; at least, that is the‘;
opinion of one ornithologist who says that|
in a ten year period the progeny of one pairi
of starlings amounts to about 275 billions.f,
According to the same authority, both the,
starling and its cousin the English Sparrow, |
are more useful than annoying. In fact he
goes so far as to say that but for them and
other remotely connected relatives who join
them from time to time in their continual
war against insects, the insect hordes would
take over absolute control of the earth in
a very few years. /

During the fledgling period a mother |
! gtarling, assisted at times by her consort,!
" feeds her young about 330 destructive in-|
i gects daily; the sparrow's record is even bet-?
ter, the number being in the vicinity of 500.
During the winter season the pickings must
be very scarce indeed; nevertheless, the
'~ birds manage to get along somehow — at|
" least many of them do — and, unlike their|
more popular associates, such as the robin!
. .and the yellowhammer, make the best of a
{"7 bad situation and stay whére they are, so

as to be on hand for the early Spring work. |
¢ Tt is certain, therefore, that, consldering{
their usefulness and their plucky ways, a|
i little food handed out to them on cold days
4. is by no means wasted. They will pay for
4 it mvany times over when the farmer’s real
\; enemies—the potato bugs, the moths, the|
1% cutworms, the, leaf hoppess, and the wire-
i worms, just to mention a few—a0 on theiri
7 annual campaign of ravage and waste. |
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Important Events

Probably no two pexrsons would agree on
any specific list of the most outstanding
events in 1954 from the standpoint of the
1l.year's over-all contribution to the welfare
liof ‘mankind. Perhaps, however, the follow- |
fng ten would be given more or less prom-
irlent places in almost any list.
i 1, The announcement on March 31 by
£ e the chairman of the United States Atomic
H Energy Commission that it is qufte possible
: to build an H-bomb capable of destroying
any city on earth. This may help as much
_as any other sihgle factor in preventing glo-
{'bal war; 2. The beginning of the Salk-
. yaceine tests for polio on April 26, If these
“fests are successful—there is good hope that
" ‘they will be—they will mark a.great ad-
' yance in man’s fight against disease; 3.
{'he’ United States Supreme Court ruling on
~ May, 17 against racial segregation in public
' gehools. In time this ruling may turn out to

|ways, in the progress made in his depart-

N

This should be of much assistance to Eu-
ropean security ‘which, in its turn, is vital
to world peace; 5. The ending of the
Indo-China war on Aug. 11. While
peace that followed is far from satisfactory,
it did help, for the time being at least, in
keeping a regional conflict from developing
into world war;’ 6. Britain’s pledge (Sept.
29) to maintain troops permanently on the
continent of Europe in the event of France's
consenting to plans for West German rearm-
ament. Without this pledge it is doubtful
that France would ever enter into any ac-
cord with the Germans; 7. The British
agreement with Egypt on .the Suez Canal
Zone, signed on Oct. 19.

between the Arab States and the Western
world, the little military inconvenience to
Britain will have been justified; 8. The
signing of the Paris agreements (Oct. 22)
which, if and when ratified by all the legis-
lative bodies concerned, will admit West
Germany to the North Atlantic military
alliance. There can be no European secur-
ity without West German co-operation; 9.
The United Nagions’ denunciation on Dec.
10 of the imprisonment of United States
airmen by Red China. Regardless of the
outcome, it is of some value to civilization
that the great majority of United Nations
delegates can join in condemning a brazen
departure from international law and de-
cency; 10. The ratification by the French
Assembly on Dec. 30 of the Paris agree-
ments. This is the most hopeful sign to
date that the ancient rivalries between the
French and Germans may be coming to an
end. Neither country could make any
greater single contribution to. the security
of the free world.

EDITORIAL NOTES

.Week of Prayer.
-

. -

That we are making progress educa-
tionally is indicated in the excellent review
of 1954 activities appearing in yesterday’s
issue. As the Deputy Minister, Dr. Shaw,
points out, however, the teacher supply
problem has not improved. Perhaps great-
er inducements will have to be made to at-
tract young people to this vitally important
profession. ‘

There is good reason for the satisfac-
tion expressed by Hon. Dougald MacKin-
non, Minister of Public Works and High-

ment last year. The work was achieved
despite unfavorable weather conditions,
which was given as the cause for the lag in
highway construction in other Provinces.
We could have used the same alibi here,
had we needed it.

»

- L]

The Nuffield Foundation is to set aside
£250,000 for the benefit of the new Colonial
University Colleges. From this capital sum
the University College, Ibadan, Nigeria, and
the University College of the West Indies,
Jamaica, are to receive grants of £50,000
each. Grants to other Colonial University
Colleges, including a scherhe of research
into education in the colonies, are being
considered by the Foundation.

- L]

The present. aggregate strength of the
American Army, Air Force, Navy and Mat-
ines is 3,218,000, a'figure which means, ac-
cording to the Globe and Mail, that with
not quite eleven times Canada’s population
the United States has necarly thirty times
as many men-under arms. President Eisen-
hower proposes cuts in the army and the
sea-going services but not in the air force.
By June, 19536, total strength will be down
to 2,815,000.

Joseph Jacques Cesaire Joffre, French
soldier, was born this date 1852, died this
date 1931. He joined the army during the
Franco:Prussian war, served in various
colonial expeditions, one of which he re-
cords in “My March to Timbuctoo.” He
reached high command,. therefore, with
slight practical or theoretical preparation
for modern war. His plan to turn the
German right flank at a critical moment
saved Paris and his inspiring confidence
probably saved France,

°
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+ Who would want to take chances on
being elected to the House of Commons
when he could look ‘forward to sitting in the
House of Lords as a peer of the realm?
Anthony Wedgewood ‘Benn, British Labour
member and heir ‘to Viscount Stansgate,
for one. With his eyes on the future he
wants to renounce his succession: in favour
of his three-year-old son. But hereditary

titles are not easy things to surrender. First p

of all the House of Lords must give permis-
sion for, the matter to be
liament,¥ Then, a Personal Bill, by law pre
vided, must go through the normal course
of legislation. Only when it.has received

the;

If, as it is expect-|-
| ed, this agreement leads to better relations

1 «
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! Wire firms are being charged

wivh fixing prices. In Henry's day,

wire was used for fixing Fords.
—Chatham News.

Sir Anthony. Eden says that there
is no reason to consider that the
Soviet threat has diminished. May-
be 8o, but there is reason to be-
lieve that the threat is more eco-
nomic than military, To meet i}
properly, action should be taken
at least as much in the economic
and social field, as in the military,

—Ottawa Citizen.

The 500th anniversary of Amerigo
Vespucci’s birth at the year-end
is being marked by issuance 'of two
commemorative stampsy -in Italy.
This may seem like a small thing,
but Amerigo’s shade will have no
cause . to feel slightsd. Through a
map-maker’s error the hemisphere
Columbus redis:overed bears Ameri-
go's name. Forture hardly could
do more than that, to ensure an
otherwise obscure man’s immortal-
ity. At this stage the two stamps
would seem to be sufficient re-
membrance. —Windsor
Star.

A G h.

ers, those who live in houses with-
out elevators and who regularly
climb flights of stairs may con-
sider themsglves as well-trained
athletes. Ordinary walking burns
up 2,100 . calories per minute,
ploughing uses twice as many,
bicycling requires 6,300, and dig-
ging ditches in loamy soil about
7,500 calories per minute.. But
climbing stairs uses more than
15,000 calories per minute and even
more if the climber carries a load.
No wonder we have an automatic
aversion to stairs. — Brandon Sun.

PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open to the discus-
sion by correspondents of questions
of interest. The Guardian does oot
aecessarily endorse the oplaion of
eorrespoudents. -

READING TROUBLE

Sir;—Dr, Flesch’s article on read-
ing (Maclean’s, Jan. 1, 1955) cor-
roborates the findings of his coun-
terpart, Howard Whitman, on the
American side of the border. The
two dissenting educators are re-
miniscent of straw men set up in
a sham battle. As was to be expect-
ed, they trotted out the only “pro-
gressive” argument that has an
aura of logic about it — the one
about English being a non-phone-
tic language, etc.

That . objection to the phonic
method was answered by an A-
merican  teacher during the Whit-
man survey. She says: “Of the one-
syllable words, the ones with which
children learn to read, only thirty-
eight per thousand are not ab-
solutely phonetic. The rest of the
language is governed by workable
rules and the exceptions are soon
learned in day-to-day usage.”

The exaggerated importance at-
tached to library circulation fig-
ures is laughable. Some childyen
take books out of the library and
get either their father, or mother,
to read for them. Many goody-
goody parents, after doing Teddy's
and Betty’s homework, read them
a few chapters from the library
book. All the while they (the par-
ents) wax complacent about how
well their offspring are doing in
school. If you doubt it, they tell
you to read the latest communi-
catlion from the school, It is writ-
ten in gobbledegook, of course
It says, in part: “The teacher will
induce yqur child to evaluate his
own abilfty objectively enough to
accept reasonable levels of as-
piration for future efforts which
will stimulate effective learning ™
They can always get an English
translation of the above from Mr.
X or Miss Y. But why bother?
This sounds too nice to connote
anything but progress.

Progressivists are very analytlc.
According to them there are two
types of reading: ‘“recreatory” and
“work-type”, Dr. Neatby says:
“Literature apparently is recrea-
tory and hildren must not oe
bothered too much about knowing

what is in it.,...With children
there a.e real dangers, that lit-
erature, be.ns recreatory, will be

read casually without adequate at-
tention to c(ontent.” The reading
of many books in that way will be
of littie b-nefit to the minds of
their readc=s. In my humb'» opin-
ion, any .fth-grader who reads
three books a week is eithe: ne-
glectin% his studies or his h:iith,
As to the scientific compa:ative
test made in Nebraska betieen
5000 children if grades 3 to 8,
taught phonetically in 1921, and
the same number of children in
the same grades taught by the
word-method in 1947, I would say
that it is not conclusive. The test
does not take into consideration
the changes that an interval of
26 years could produce in the

elements that exercise indirect in- |

fluence on a child’s reading po-
tential.

Whitman of Collier’s cites a much
more conclusive test: A director
of ourriculum in one city stated
that “on the basis of standardized
tests given to all students from
grade one through grade twelve 72
per cent. of the pupils were found
to be Inadequate readers.” They
were ' following the word-recogni~

fion method,

And again to the same
magazine article: An average Ele-
mentary School in Louisville, Ken-
tuoky, experimented with its first
graders, adopting a reading teohs
nique which put phonics first. The

|

Iran: New Trouble Spot

By Heath

The United Nations has been
.acea witn many proo.ems growing
out of coionalism, and the protests
of the Greek government over Cyp-
rus ana tne Arab complaints about
rrencn control in North Africa are
still troubiing the international
scene. A new dispute, in another
part of the world, now appears like-
ly to prove troublesome to the
countries of the western alliance.

In 1949 the Nether bowed
to the inevitable and yielded con-
trol of its East Indies dependencies
to the sovereignty of the new re-
public of Indonesia, There remain-
ed however one area of Dutch juris-
diction, West New Guinea, or Irian
as the Indonesians call it. New
Guinea is one of the largeat islands
in the world having an area of 312,
000 square miles. The eastern half
of the island is under Australian
control while the western portion
is under the direct administration
of the Netherlands. Indonesia now
insists that the territory be turned
over to its republican regime and
Dutch masters withdrawn.

. s

Some time ago the United Na-
tions General Assembly passed a
mild resolution urging the Nether-
lands to resume negotiations with
the Indonesian goverriment. It is
considered unlikely that the resolu-
tion will be complied with, since
the Dutch maintain that Indonesia’s
demand that they get out at once
leaves no rodm for negotiation. For
their part the Indonesians affirm
that Irian is their territory and
shoyld have been handed over in
1949. There is little ethnic basis
for the claim since the vast major-
ity of the natives on the island
are not Indonesian. The motivat-
ing force is that same heady nation-
alism which has impelled Asian
politicians in the post-war era.

Once again the European nations
of the west are being made to ap-

expressing that opinion. A better
qualified voice than mine has rung
out in condemnation of this in-
justice to the little folk, that of
Rev. Norman A, Madson, Dean of
Bethany Lutheran Theological Se-
minary, Mankato, Minn.,

In a lettér to Collier's, Dean Ma-
dson writes: “Howard Whitman's
article ought to be made available
to every American truly concern-
ed about our educational processes.
Let us have a little more of the
progress which dares to ask for
the old paths, even if it leaves a
few Ph. D. hunters frustrated. Our
children at least will be spared the
aumiliation of thinking they have
lcarned to read when they have
not.”

Couldn't some of the fatlures in
the local mld-yeaLteeu. especially
.1 mathematics, "due to read-
ing trouble? N
I am, Sir, etc.,

W. J. ENRIGHT

M:cqunrrio

pear as champions. of an outmoded
cglonialism. The United States came
in for sharp criticism in the Indon-
esian republic because of its absen-
tion on the U. N. esolution and
American displomacy is vitally con-
cerned about South East Asia and
anxious to make friends there. At
the Manila SEATO conference the
Indonesians were not in attendance
and their eventual participation is
made more unlikely hy the Irian
dispute.
. L L]

On the other. hand the United
States regards the Netherlands as
a faithful ally and willing partici-
pant in the various schemes of
European unity which Washington
s0 strongly supports. To divest the
Dutch of the last remnant of their
former East Indian Empire is not
regarded as a friendly move.

Beyond political considerations
are the very important military
questions. The island of New
Guinea serves as a vital defence
barrier for Australia, and Japanese
penetration of the island is not
forgotten. Well remembered too are
the costly battle by which American
and allied forces reconquered the
vast island, Australia, New Zealand
and Great Britain, not urinaturally,
look. with misgiving upon any move
which would turn over the vital
territory to the weak hands of the
Indonesian republic.

8o a decision will not be reach-
ed either quickly or easily. In the
long run the Indonesians will prob-
ably win their point, but perhaps
not until after further bitterness
and loss of prestige by the Nether-
lands and its allies.

Research On Eskimos

By Walter Gray

Ability of the Eskimo to handle
metal objects in sub-sero weather
is under study by scientists of the
defence research northern labora-
tory at this Hudson bay military
base.

Experiments have shown that an
Eskimo can hold for several sec-
onds a - piece of metal that has
lain indefinitely in the cold without
having the flesh of his hands
frozen. A white man's flesh freez-
es instantly.

Research is being carried out by
Mace Coffey, head of the opera-
tional research section and Charles
Eagan of Tottenham, Ont., bio-
physicist.

Information gained would be. of
tremendous value to the military
forces in the handling of equip-
ment by their men in Arctic wea-
ther.

Mr. Eagan said in an interview
that tests showed the Eskimo could
hold for several seconds a metal
object while theq, temperature hov-
ered between 35 and 40 below, with
a wind blowing from 35 to 40 miles

an hour,
s were brought to Fort
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The Age Old Story

- Remember therefore how thou
hast received and heard, and
hold fast, and repent. If there-
fore thou shalt not watch, I will
come on thee as a thief, and thou
shalt mot know what hour I will
;:lo upon thee, Thou a
names even in Sardis which
have not defiled their garments;
and they shall walk with me in
white: for tiey 'are worthy,
PESONRIOINIT S——I— S

STURDY WALLS

Ten

Churchill recently to™ act as
“guinea pigs” in this and other
experiments. ‘

Preliminary tests have been car-
ried out on two Eskimos during the
last two years. A

Col. W, E. Bawden of Toronto,
acting commander of Fort Church:
ill, said 10 Eskimos are employed
at the military base.

“They are the best type of labor
you can get,” he said. They are
mechanically inclined and can use
tools with very little 3
The Eskimo workers are m
same wages as any other
employee, he said. i

school's five first-grade cl
finished their year with an aver-
age reading proficiency four months
ahead of the mational nofms, and
a third of the pupils were ‘a full
year ahead. i

ght up in par-|tation. A

Walls of the ancient Roman town| *The Eskimos to date have mot
of Anderida still stand at'Peven-|learned our had hal ) lazi-
sey In Sussex, England. ness,” said Col. Bawden.

- ‘—‘-‘__..
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Bipar is more a state
of mind than a system. We have
a tradition of bipartisan co-opera-
tion in foreign affairs which we
should strengthen in the two years
ahead. It is an honorable tradi-
tion as well as a useful one, But it
can be destroyed as easily by ex-
pecting too little. While the politi-
oal shot and shell fly during the
next two years Democrats and
Republicans should both work hard
at keeping this small area of ocon-
structive neutrality intact. —Bos-
ton Herald. ‘

A British colonel who came to
Canada 2% years ago, and hoped
to renew acquainftances with a
Canadian *“Col. Wilson” he knew
in wartime, got into a familiar hu-
man predicament. He didn't know
his lost friend's first name, for
the reason he never asked it, hav-
ing been content to address hinr as
“Colonel.” Some of us have this
difficulty in reverse. We kmow a
man for years as ‘‘Joe,’”’ or ‘Bill,”
without ever having learned his
surname. Even if we get turious
.about it, we hesitate to ask the
man himself, since there seems to
be no excuse for this ignorance.
But once the British colonel got his
problem before the public, through
the newspapers, it was  solved
quickly emough. The two colonels
have made contact again. It's a
small - world after all. —Windsor
Daily Star. \
SYDNEY, .Australia (CP)—The
government of New South Wales
has passed the liquor amendment
bill which extended the closing
hour of hotels and club bars to 10
p.m. from 6 p.m. The bill becomes
effective in February.

SHIRTS .
LAUNDERED
TO
PERFECTION

" RITE - WAY
CLEANERS
Dial 7387

THE WAY . |
Lumber dealers and others shoulg

like the do-iteyourself fad. Bhey

sel} so much more mua.erial t re.

place the waSiage. — Port Arthur
News-Chroruele. \

-—The hunting -season wag
on and dn old man .00k his ancient
pointer out for a try at somé pheas.
ants. Twice the dog pointed when
|no birds were thereabout, but -each
time the dogis owner advanced
cautiously, kicked at a clump. of
grass, . wheeled sharply ‘and . fired
into the empty air. Asked why, he
explained: “Spot’s 12 ycars old and
his' nose ain't what it used to be,
but he tries so hard that I'd rather
waste a shell than to m him
out a liar.” —Country ' Gentle-
man. ¥

It is an unfortunate part of hy-
man naure w a.tach labels to peo-
ple. TH® attacking of them iz a
form' of laziness. If you can tag
somebody as good or bad, smart
or stupid energetic or lazy, you
don’t have to think any more about
Him, or try to understand him,
or bother to figure out why he
anrts as he does. The labels are
hardly ever really fair, for no hu.
man being, even the most stupid,
is simple enough .0 be summed
up in one word. But, unfair or not,
the labelling happens to every one,
and it is something that everybody
has to reckon with in his behaviour,
—Hamilton BSpectator,

The answer to |the world food
problem may well' be foynd in the
sea which covers nearly three-
quarters of the globe’s surface and
yet supplies only one per cent of
man’s food suppligs. The waters
of the world are veritable wonder-
lands. Every oubic mile of the sea
contains 141 gnillion tons of com-
mon salt, in addition to other
minerals such as magnesium-and
bromine which have already been
extracted commercially. As an ideal
environment for plant growth the
sea is unsurpassed. Plants are built
up from carbon dioxide and water
under the energy of the sun with
the help of a few fertilizer -
als. And sea water contains in solite
tion twenty or thirty times as much
carbon dioxide as thers is in the
earth’s atmosphere, It is the scene
of enormous plant growth and thus
of teeming animal life that feeds

ml;lun?." plants. —Welland
14 Aé —
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FROM SNOW,

In the gloom of whiteness,
In the great silence of snow,
A child was sighing
And bitterly saying: ‘Oh, .
They have killed a white bird wp
there on her nest,
The down is fluttering from her
breast!’ *
And still it fell through that dusky
brightness 0
On the child crying for the bird
of the snow.
—Edward Thomas.

Refrigeration
Repairs To All Makes

APPLIANCES
SALES & SERVICE

~ MOTORS
Rewinding and Bepaln
ELECTRICAL
_Repairs,

Palmer Electric

Phones 8543 8544

Pmﬂé\o at a moderate
price . . . for big offices
or smalll Here's genvine
golden oak furniture you

can be proud of . . . @
matching piece for every

" office purpose .+
beautifully built . . . with
avery ub-'o-dqh.foc'um
including brass drawer
pulls . . . yet painiessly
priced, See it todayl




