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_-Th;New UN. Members

A Reuters dispatch says that
the 16 nations admitted to the U.
N. last Thursday are “jubilant” |
over their good fortune. Austrian
Chancellor Julius Raab expressed
the general fecling when he said:
“Todayv is one of Austria’s great
historical davs.” In a sense it was.
Moreover, it was a day on which
the United Nations moved a long
way towards its constitutional goal,
a world organization. Yet, it is pos-
sible that. as time goes on and the
novelty of their new status wears
off, some of the newly admitted
nations-—perhaps all of them—will
realize that recognition of their
rights brought with it responsibili-
ties and problems thev were not
burdened with heretofore. So long
as they remained outside the U. N.
they were excused from any blame
for its weaknesses and milures;
and, in the event of an emergency—
the Korean trouble, for instance—
they could always plead that it was
no concern of theirs.

From now on it will be differ-
ent. They will have no more protec-
tion than they had before, while
their own responsihility for resist-
ing aggression will have been trans-
ferred from the moral sphere to the
legal one. That may not make it
more obvious; but certainly it will
make it more binding. Of (‘om'se.,
the great advantage of member-
ship for the 16 nations is that their
various viewpoints, traditions, and
cultures will now be placed at the
disposal of the world body. And
this {8 by no means a perfunctory

matter, since the value of a contri-
bution to world stability does not
depend on the military strength of
the eontributing nation.

Mr. Pearson’s Book

“Democracy in  World Politics”
is the title of a book by Canada's
External Affairs Minister, the Hon.
Lester B. Pearson. Published hy the
Princeton University Press, it is an
enlargement of a series of addresses
which Mr. Pearson delivered
year at Princeton University.

Mr. Pearson, in common with all
other responsible statesmen, is, of
course, doing his very best to help
create an international atmosphere
in which war will be out of the

last

Hesptte protestations of peaceful
intentions from both sides, it almost
looks as if all-out war is in the off~
fng. In recent weeks, American pub-

' Yic opinion, which always has been

more pro-Israel than pro-Arab, has
forced the State Department to
consider supplying Israel with arms
to offset the military aid Egypt and
her allies have been receiving from
Communist countries. On the other
hand, there is no doubt that the
Arab states have been encouraged

in their Dbellicosity by tentative
promises of support from Soviet
Russia.

All this, of course, works up to
a grave situation, and it could eas-
ily develop into an uncontrollable
one. At the moment, the chances of
effective control by normal United

Nations machinery are not too
bright, because. if for no other
reason, it would be almost impos-

sible for the organization to name
the aggressor in any conflict that
might ensue from the long series of
incidents. There is no clear-cut evi-
dence such as featured the attack
on South Korea in 1930, Tt would
seem that the only real hope of
asorting a major war in the Middle
Fast at this time lies in a co-ordin-
ation of the various free-world poli
cies with respect to Middle East
affairs. Reports sayv that this is be-

ing attempted; but it will not be
easy to bring about in view of the
many discrepancies that are in-
volved. Of course, the general
awareness of the grave consequen-
ces which almost inevitably would

follow failure in this undertaking
will add urgency to the negotiations
that are now under way.

EDITORIAL NOTES

According to a UNESCO report,
the chances of heing born one of a
twin are about one in ninety. Triple
births are much less likely—the
ratio being one in 8800. Quadruplets
are extremely rare, about once in
700.000 births, while the birth of
quintuplets is almost a miracle—

once in about 40 million births.
L] L] L

President Eisenhower has urg-
ed the new labour organization that
will be formed from the merger of
AF.L. and C.I1.O. “to protect the
political and other rights of min-
orities within their ranks and make
sure the views of such groups are
accurately reflected”. It is timely
advice; for vast concentration of
power is always an invitation to
tyranny.

L] L] .

A dispatch  from Ottawa says
that Mrs. Ann Shipley, M.P., for
Temiskaming, who is slated to move
the address in reply to the speech
from the throne at the opening of
the next session of parliament will
become the first woman in history
to launch a throne speech debate.
She is not the first one, however,
to start an argument. Eve had that
distinction. '

question; naturally, much of his
book is occupied with that theme.
At the same time, he does not try
to convey the impression that war
has, in fact, been outmoded. His
secondaryv theme, therefore, is the
desirability of limiting any future
conflict, if it must come, to the so-
called “conventional” type warfare;
this, on the presumption that all-

out nuclear war might, and prob-
ably would destrovy most of the
world with its inhabitants. He sees

, “unconditional surrender”, the goal
of the Allies in  the Second World
War, as  impractical and unsound.
He helieves that “negotiated settle-
ment”, which used to be the vogue
In wars of the past, is much better.

Some will say that all this em-
phasis on limited wars is a waste of
time and energy, that the eradica-
tion of war itself, not the way 1t
ghould be waged, nor the manner of
Its conclusion, should occupy the
attention of all statesmen. Doubt-
less, Mr. Pearson would agree
wholeheartedly with the principle
of that argument. Yet, if this gener-
ation is not to reach the ideal, then
a half-way goal is better
achievement at all. This seems to
be the main thought of that part of
“Democracy in World Politics” that
deals with the possibility of war,

An Urgent Need

It is becoming increasingly clear
that the situation in the Middle
-East, which evidently is going from
bad to worse, is not due solely to
the aggressive policy of -either
»M in the dispute, Both Israel, on

than no~

. L]

The Monarch butterfly is the
first true migrant to be discovered
in the insect world. Dr. Fred Urqu-
hart. director of zoologv, Roval On-

tario Museum, helped by 250 ob-
servers in North  America, has put
gummed labels on the wings of 33,-

000 Monarchs. The longest recorded

flight was 1,000 miles from Han-
fan's Point, Ontario, to Virginia
Beach, Va.

L . .

The snow which greeted the ar-
rival of Premier Bulganin and Com-
munist Party Head Khrushchev in
Kabul, Afghanistan, probably came
as no surprise and little inconven-
ience to the travelers; they are used
to plenty of that in their native hab-
itats. What must have shocked
them was the coolness of their of-
ficial welcome as contrasted with
the ebullience that greeted them on
other stages of their journey.

.

L] L]
Reconstruction of the Stoa of
Attalos,. a two-storey colonnaded
shopping centre built in Athens

about 2,000 years ago, is half-way
to completion, according to an an-
nouncement by the American
School of Classical Studies in Ath-
ens. The original building was do-
nated to ancient Athens by Attalos
II, king of Pergamos, who had
studied in the Greek capital. Funds
for the reconstruction work, which
will be completed in 1957, are being
supplied by a grant from the Rocke-
feller Foundation, and by contribu-
tions from individuals and groups in
the United States. The building will
be used as a museum to house the
numerous finds recently made in
Athens.

'HOW TO DO

T

PUBLIC FORUM

(his column is open te the discus
sion by correspondents of questions
of interest. The Guardian does not
necessarily endorse the nwiaion ef
‘orrespandents

ASSISTANCE NEEDED

Sir.—Do you Kknow what hap-
pened to the Hurricane Assist
ance we heard about last sum-
mer? What  better time for it
than now when ‘“‘the poor farm-
ers” are faced
due bank notes
aster of Sept. 1954!

due to that dis-
Could some-

thing not be dnns\b before it is too

late?
I am, Sir, etc.,

LOSER |

Bradalbane P.O.

RURAL MAIL

Sir.—Allow me space
paper to say a few words in re-
gard to our rural mailmen, who
are going through one of our sev
ere winters regardless of heavy
Christmas  mails, without ade-
quate salary. They work
hours sorting mail without extra
pay or help, and if the box
holder does not shovel out the
mailbox or put out a container
for the mail it is regarded as the
mailman’s worry. He is seldom
thought of or appreciated till
something happens; mail not on
time or misplaced paper
those wet cold hands. Car stuck
in a drift or harness broken, with
horse and sleigh.

Remember some of those men
do this work for years, handling
the Queen's mail, good and bad
tidings. So please give them
some consideration. Clear
boxes or put out temporary ones.
I have often met them on the
road when coming to town, and
wondered how they do it.

I am, Sir. etc.,
BOX HOLDER

CARRIERS

Hunter River

“THE MANGER IN
BETHLEHEM"

Sir,—Among the best gifts—if
it is pnot the best—that we can
bring to the crib on Christmas is
the sincere offer of all our facul-
ties. Tt is to give ourselves to the

Christ-Child with the same tdftal |

absence of self-seeking that
marked His life from the crib to
the cross. To make this
effective ¥t must include the
opening of our heart and mind to
the compelling message of love
which the Saviour of mankind
brought from Heaven. It is the
message of God's love for man
and of man’'s love for God and
fellow man.

As an example of how might{
a force that message is to those
who truly open their heart and
mind to it, T am glad to have at
hand the inspiring story of wijl-
Jiam Wilberforce. This is the
Englishman who, at the sacrifice
of a promising political career,
and at the endurance of much
abuse from those who profited.
by the slave trade, fought suc-
cessfully for the abolition of
slavery. He was born in 1759, and
in 1807, twenty years
started his crusade, the British
House of Commons passed a bill
outlawing slavery. He stands in
history as one of the noblest
souls and one of the greatest
benefactors of mankind.

Where did Wilberforce get his
inspiration? At the age of 25
after four years of experience as
a member of Parliament, Wilber-
force was :an unbeliever. But, on
a trip to the continent, he hap-
pened to be riding in a carriage
with a elergyman,—“and the two
talked endlessly about religion
and read the New Testament in
Greek.” The result was this:
“‘Wilberforce resolved to live to

the Glory of God and the good of |

his fellow creatures.”

The same high goal in life s
there for everyone us, Al
though there are no Negroes to
be freed today, there are ever o0
many ways in which the love of
Christ ean be channelled to man-
kind fbrough his willing instru-
ments. My Christmas wish
readers is that the solemn sea:
son will be happy beca
offered te the Divine

with their over- '

in your .

for !

with |

vour |

offer |

after he |

BETHLEHEM. Jordan (AP) —
On the plain of Boaz to the east,

| little Bedouin girls follow the
wheat harvesters to glean bits of
grain.

Men in flowing headdress trudge
along rocky trails from the south
heside sturdy donkeys carrying
| women, children and baggage.

The whine of reed flutes from
distant slopes heralds the passing
of lonely shepherds watching their
flocks.

. Idential scenes might have wel-
| comed the Holy Family on the out-

day Christ was born.

At the time of Christ's birth,
Bethlehem was a market town for
rural people. especially for Bed-
ouins to the east and south. In
this respect, the town has not
changed.

|

MOSTLY CHRISTIAN

The settled inhabitants of Beth-
lehem’s population, numbering nor-
mally around 10,000, live in a city
which still bears the mark of the
Crusaders. The overwhelming ma-
jority of the population is Christ-
ian; only one
competes with innumerable church
spires and domes on Bethlehem's
I skyline

These people live in stone houses.
many of them with low domes as
protection against summer heat
and winter rain. Some of
houses date back to Crusader
times. Many open into cobblestone
streets barely wide enough to ac-
commodate an automobile. The
arched gateways and vaulted roofs

Bethlehem Today

By Wilton Wynn
Associated Press, Bethlehem, Jordan

skirts of the town of Bethlehem the .

Moslem minaret |

their |

the medieval Europe of the Cru-
sades. .
When Christ was born. the people
of Bethlehem lived largely from
sheep-raising and olive - growing.
Many live from the same occupa-
tions today. Olive groves braced
! with stone terraces fall away from
the edge of the town to the Plain
of Boaz below. On the plain wheat
is grown. Here Ruth of the Old
Testament story gleaned behind
the harvesters, just as Bedouin
girls do today.

’ stretching across the streets recall

Many Bethlehem inhabitants own
flocks of sheep or goats in ad-
dition to the land they till. Caring
for these sheep dictales a way of
life unchanged since the night shep-
herds on nedrby slopes heard the
angels sing of the new-born King.
Shepherds daily leave the town
and (ake their flocks over the
same slopes where the angels sang.
Sometimes they travel 25 miles in
a single day, clambering over the
rocky hillsides to find bits of grass
and shrubs.

A new element has been added
to Bethlehem's population since
1948 - Arab refugees from ls-
rael. Driven from their homes by
the Arab-Israeli war, these people
live on the outskirts of the town
in tents, hovels and caves. Many
a baby has been born in the past
seven years in circumstances sim-
iliar to those of Jesus - in a. grotto
shared by animals placed in a
cride wooden crib made by the
father.

Saying It

In English

Pravidence (R.1.) Jourmal

Arabic. Chinese and Sanskrit
may be difficult. But when it
comes to confusions and inconsist-
encies it's doubtful whether any

the one we use.

We had a Belgian at college who
had learned English in his native
land. One day the Belgian volun-
| leered that when hé was learning
English the one word that caused
him more trouble than any other
was “‘fast’,

This was a surprise. Had any
of us been asked to write a list
of the 100 most confusing words
in the language I doubt that the
word *‘fast’” would have appeared.

“You may say 'the horse is last’
and mean that the horse is tied
| to a hitching post’, he explained.
| "'Then you may say ‘the horse is
| fast’ and mean that the horse is
capable of moving rapidly. Finally
you may say ‘the horse is on a
fast' and you mean it isn’t eating
anything."” .

Chinese is supposed to be ‘ex-
tremely difficult because the same
word uttered in two different tones
may mean two entirely different
things.

But don’t think that Chinese is
the only tongue in which tonal
| values change the meaning of the
word. We have them in colloquial
American too.

Consider the slang word ‘‘yeah”
for example.

the powers of their heart and
mind.

T am, Sir, etc.,
PROSPER A. ARSENAULT,
Teacher
Tignish Shore

language in the world can touch |

\ In a straight answer to a straight
question, it may mean simply
“yes' as in reply to the question:
“‘Are you going down town’''

But with a rising intonation and
a question mark at the end,
‘“yeah?’”” may mean ‘“Do you real-
ly mean it?"" as in reply to: “Sue
bought a $100 dress for the dance’.

Parents of teen agers may re-
cognize another value for ‘“‘yeah'.
This is the one delivered with a
long, di 1 sigh in 1 to
such a question as: ‘‘Are you go-
ing to do your homework tonight”'’
This ‘‘yeah’ really means: “I sup-
pose I'll have to but I'd much
rather stay here and watch tele-
vision"'.

There are plenty of other con-
fusions:
We'll begin with a box

and the plural is boxes.
But the plural of ox should be

oxen, not oxes.
One fowl is called goose

but two are called geese,
Yet the plural of moose

should never be meese.
If the plural of man

is always called men,
Why shouldn’t the plural,

of pan be called pen?
If T-speak of a foot

and you show me your feet,
And 1 give you a boot

would a pair be called beet?
We speak’ of a brother

and also of brethren,
But though we say mother

A BE A FIRE

MANY OWN FLOCKS v

o Médically :
Speaking

By Herman N. Bundesen, M. B.
DON'T LET THE TREE
HAZARD

Of course, the children want a
Christmas tree this year and so
do you. But there's a lot more o
preparing a tree properly and
safely than you may think.

Although most of us did away

ago, holiday fires still take a
cember. Many of these deaths—
probably most of them—are due
to Christmas tree fires.

SIMPLE PRECAUTIONS

By taking a few simple precau-
tions, you can do a lot to insure
a safe and joyous Yule season for
your family.

Try to buy a tree which has
been cut as recently as possible.
A tree with brittle stems is dried
out and will burn easily. Don’t buy
it.

When you get the tree home,
cut the bottom of the trunk diag-
onally about an inch above the old
cut. Then stand it in a pan of
water. Keep the tree outside until
you are ready for it.

In the house, place it in the
coolest spot in the room. The tréee
stand should hold water. Keep the
tree away from fireplaces, radiat-
ors, hot air registers and stairs.
Use only artificial snow and other
decorations which are flameproof
or noncombustible.

Check all lights and wiring for
loose sockets and other defects.
Use wires and lights approved by
the Underwriters’ Laboratories Inc.

Distribute the electrical load
among several outlets. And never
leave the lights burning when
everyone leaves the room for any
length of time. Disconnect the
electric plug when going to bed.

Anchor the top of the tree to
the wall with a wire to prevent it
from toppling over.

Never leave small children alone
with a decorated tree.

Keep a fire extinguisher or pail
of sand handy, just in case.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

M.B.: Would Buerger's disease
cause swelling of the legs?

Answer: Buerger's disease as a
rule would not cause swelling of
the legs. However, it is possible
that you have some additional
circulatory disorder which has af-
fected the joints and is respon-
sible for the swelling.

i Sm

THE MELLOW END

This is the season of softness,

The mellow end of the year,

When the heart draws near to the
kind things

And the feet draw near to the fire.

We ran in the golden sunlight,
Adventuring into spring;

And now we are gathered home-
ward,

Rich with journeying.

The mist drifts up the meadows
And softens the harsh and sear;
So a brother will be for a covering,
In the harvest time of his year.

—Rosemary Cobham in The

M,

with Christmas tree candles years
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NOTES BY THE'WAY

From the number of dogs that
are running at large in the city
it would seem that many people
are unaware that the city’s new
dog bylaw requires the canines to
be under restraint for 12 months
of the year This bylaw was put
into force to ensure control of
dogs at all times of the year.—
Sudbury Star.

..It can be dangerous though this
business of exposing the likeness
of a defence minister to the troops.
During World War 11 a toast was
drunk at a mess dinner, which was
to end with the smashng of the
glasses in the fireplace. It so hap-
pened that a picture of the then
minister hung above the fireplace.
Two junior officers (they were
still junior officers when they fled
to civvy street sometime later) en-
tered into the spirit of the thing.
But they mistakenly thought this
was an expression of democratic
feeling in a free nation and began
to heave glasses at the portrait.
Very embarrassing it was for the
brass. —Calgary Herald.

After a lifetime of study and
experiment a U.S. doctor has come
up with an opinion any five-year
old boy could have provided: too
much i pecially behind
the ears, is dangerous to health.
Youngsters who wash too often in
cold weather develop ‘‘winter itch,”
says the doctor. That’'s because
they clean all the natural off the
their skin. The skin dries, cracks,
gets infected and the child is in
for trouble. Small boys (and girls)
may find this theory useful in bolst-
ering their arguments against
scrubbing up. But we must caution
them not to lean too heavily on it.
It's been our experience that par-
ents are guided less by science
than by primitive instinct. Like
the mother cat, they believe a
clean child is a healthy child, even
a happy one, though you wouldn’t
notice it. So get washed, junior.
Parents have the last word at this
time of year. —Toronto Star.

N

In an effort to head off com-
pulsory or state auto insurance,
more than 150 insurance com
panies doing -business in New
York State have made a drama-
tic move. To all their clients who
have publie liability insurance, the
companies have voluntarily ex-
tended the coverage to include
bodily injury or death suffered
through the negligence of uninsur-
ed drivers, This additional pro-
tection covers the family of the
insured, frinds staying at his home
and guests in his car. It applies
even if the victim is walking or
riding a bicycle at the time of the
acident. This move, the first of
its kind in the United States, goes
a long way toward meeting the pro-
blem of the financially irrespons-
ible motorist in New York State—
which has no umsatisfied judg-
ments fund such as in effect in
Ontario. The new coverage is giv-
en the insured free of charge until
his present policy expires. After
that, a small annual premium, pro-.
bably $2.60 to $3 will be charged.

stood behind the Canadian h
great deal of what now passe,
e:xﬂ:f delinquency was geyy.

oul court, —Kitcheney.
aterloo Record. chener
-.IF the

United Nations saw fif ¢,
award peerages—would this involve
a House of Lords in New York7_
or knighthoods or other honors, §
would open up a new field of e
wards for public service,

there would no doubt be criticism
of the merit of some awards the
fact remains that worthy works
could be properly marked and 2
select few justly set apart as “nop.
les” given due respect by fhe
w:lrld community. —Ottawa Jou.
nal.

K72

- One of the saddest sights for »
trout fisherman is to see his fay.
orite trout stream after a ditcher
has been making ‘‘improvements."
Ditchers are machines which turn
streams into drains. What yseq
to be a merry, chatter ng, meap.
dering brook becomes nothing
a long, straight trench, with ugly
piles of naked gravel on either side,
Backwaters, eddies, undercy
banks, potholes, logs and under-
water obstructions—all are gone
The stream that is left has as mych
character as a trickle of wate
through an eavestrongh. —Wing.
ham Advance-Times.

Hypochondria - ind we are re.
ferring to it in its social. not its
medical sense — has become a pas-
time and an indulgence. Quite a lo|
of people these days have a shor(
list of symptoms to take care of
Not so many years ago one could
meet a friend. with a bad colq
and counter a thick-headed com-
plaint with a philosophical: *‘Well,
there’s a lot of it about just now. "
But these days one is almost ¢y.
pected to have a remedy — ‘‘(ha
new ghing, only just out, stops it
dead.” But many of these potions
and pills are not purchased with
any expectation of a cure. Indeed.
quite a lot of folk wouldn't know
what to do if they suddenly lost
their symptoms. If they did, one
imagines that having recovered
from the shock they would look
around for another set, being care.
ful to ensure that the new ones

were quite uncurable. —Sarnia Ob.
server.
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Christian Sci itor.)

The Age Old Story

Sing unto the Lord with the harp;
and the voice of a psalm.

we never say methren.
Then the masculine pronouns
are he, him and his,

But imagine the feminine
she, shim and shis.

For Christmas...
the typewriter

for a lifetime!
e

has typed 100 wordé o
minute, 24 hours o day,
for an oquivalent of
96 yoars average wes.
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