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In a skeptical ers, S8anta Claus
is still going strong. The evidence
it all around on Christmas vae.
One needs only to relax and liten
mtil it 1s quiet in a child’s bed-
\oom, so that he can begin to fll
a stocking and place the parcels
at the Christmas tree,

It is quite plain, as plain at
least as the nose on Rudolf the
Reindeer, that if un idea possesses
pe dreams of a million children
and the thoughts of a million
adults at the same time, then it
has something in it that is im-
mortal.

.That is perhaps the complete
apswer to the perennial dispute
over Santa Claus. As & fable, does
he do harm as well as good? ot
course, he does some harm. An
immortal ldea.lsoeuPJecb to abuse.

‘It may bé that we are only just
dtscovering Santa Claus again. He
has been rediscovered many times
and he has always been a contro-
versial figure. It is easier, as Dr.
Brock Chisholm found, to praise
than to criticize Santa Claus
Praise flows past without a sec-
snd thought, while criticism sticks
in the minds of Christmas devo-
\ees. We were brought up to think
that Charles Dickens has best ex-
pressed the spirit of Christmas,
There is no doubt that his Christ-
mas Carol will endure for a long
time, though not as long as Santa
himself, But now we are re-dis-
sovering Dickens, We have stumb-
led on the truth his fame rests on
the simple fact that, in an age of
iarsh confusion and social stir-
ving, it was Dickens who re-dis-
-overed Santa Claus for his gen-
ration.

:No one needs to defend Santa
He Is as fabulous as any character
in mythology. He lives in the
spruce bluffs of the atomic age
just as happily as he did in the
oak groves of the Druids. He is
as enduring as the divine spark in
the human henrt. and mind.

‘ . -

In the early Canadian era, which
we all remember, it was fashion-
able to think that he brought
gifts for use as well as for pleas.
ure. Many a father wil
Wonor the Canadian tradition by
expressing incredulous surprise and
unbounded appreciation for a
gaudy tle that he will not dare to
wear to his office. “It's just what
- wanted”, he will say, and every-
ine will enjoy the fiction that
janta Claus is able to penetrate
she deepest recess of the heart and
learn that there are secret yearn-
ings to be fulfilled. And he will
1l them,

Nothing dampens the cheer of
the occasion so much as a sour
face at the ceremony of opening
the presents, and the Canadian
¢hild soon learns that one of the
great secrets of Christmas is the
discovery that gifts are appreci-
aled; that it is the appreciation
and not the gift that lends en-
chantment to Christmas,

No one needs to defend Santa,
Yet if he needs defending, ‘it is
ébvious that he has become in our
limes the new spirit of invention
a5 well as the old spirit of joy
Bven now the Russians may be
flanning to adopt him, for the
stores have been full of evidence
in recent days that the draught.
ng  boards of Santa's factories
#ill bring forth fresh miracles.

.

, The planned economy must be
@r behind if it cannot produce a
doll that not only closes its eyes
id cries when hugged, but also
008 and drinks, breathes and
tleeps, wears a skin that eeems
Jue to life and wets herself, The
dttle girl who has grown up to
think that dolls had gone as far
s they could go, with flaxen hair
4nd arms that bend, has found
that the world of Santa Claus has
hot been standing still,

+ An age that can produce guided

;ﬁul]es has also produced electric |States

ain sets with a microphone . in-
ftallation for station announce-
ments. The whirling top that is
s old as Archimedes yet as new
88 fresh fallen snowflakes, has be-

me the atomic top and it is just
Is much fun, The sawdust dolls
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SANTA CLAUS REDISCOVERED

may have vanished and become an
extinct species, but the inflated
toys of plastic stand three and
four feet high and defy the ef-
forts of a child of the twentieth
century to kuock‘them down.

- -

One of the real secrets of Santa
Claus is not his influence on im-
pressionable children. He may find
it unwise to introduce himself into
the comic strips and encounte:
there the onslaughts of the psy-
chologists and the parliamentar-
jans, But he is bound to survive
forever as an influence upon ad-
ults whose shells have hardened
That {8 where he does some of his
best work., There is always the
danger that something of Scrooge
has been imprisoned within the
shell of everyone of us. Yet op
the days leading up to Christmas.
by some magic the windows of thc
heart are opened. The spoken
words of “Merry Christmas” are
heard on the lips of everyone. No
one escapes the vast actlvity of
Christmas, or the transformation
that sets across the landscape of
daily life.

The preparations that have been

Is There A
Santa Claus?

(This editorial which has justly
become timeless, was written in
The New York Sun in 1897 by
Francis Pharcellus Church in an-
swer to a letter from a little eight
year old girl named Virginia O'-
Hanlon, who had been told by some
of her friends that there was no
Santa Claus.)

Virginia,
wrong.

They have been affected by the
skepticism of a skeptical age.

They do not believe except they

your little friends are

see.

They think that nothing can be
which is not comprehensible by
their little minds.

All minds, Virginia, whether they
be men’s or children’s, are little,

In this great universe of ours man
is a mere insect,

An ant, in his intellect,

As compared with the boundless
worlds about him.
As measured by the
capable of grasping
The whole of truth and knowl-

edge.

Yes, Virginia,
Claus.

He exists as certainly as love and
geneyosity and

Devotion exist, and you know that
they abound !

And give to your life its highest
beauty and joy.

Alas! how dreary
world if there were no Santa
Claus!

It would be as dreary as if there
were no Virginias.

There would be no childlike faith
then, no poetry, no romance

To make tolerable this existence.

We should have
except in sense and sight.

The eternal light with which
childhood fills the world would
be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus!

intelligence

there is a Santa

You might as well not believe in

fairies!
You might get your papa to hire
men to watch in all the
chimneys

On Christmas Eve to catch Santa
Claus,

going on have now reached the
climax. They are a tribute to
Santa Claus. Even if he is only
an idea, he proves that ideas are
the strongest thing in men's lives

Games For All
Make Christmas
Family Party

Ohristmas is the time for family
get-togethers. One of the best ways
to make these gatherings memor-
able for all concerned is to engage
in games which the whole group
can play.

A nice one to start off with would
be a Sugar Plum Hunt. Have one
member of the family hide Christ-
mas candies ahead of time in vad-
ous nooks and corners around tu2
house. At'a given signal everyone
starts hunting and gathering the
pieces. The one who gathers the
greatest number would be given a
prize.

The Christmas Puzzle is another
good one to get thlnzx‘s oing. Look
through some magazines, which are
filled with pictures of Santa Claus
at this time of year. Cut out enough
of these to go around, paste them
on atiff cardboard, and cut them
into pleces. Then put each group
of pleces in a separate paper bag.
At the signal, everyone opens a bag
and starts putting the puzzle toge-
ther.

The Xmas Scramble Contest is
good for a group with older child-
ren in it. This is simply a contest
to.see who can unscramble a group
of words the fastest, Just for fun.
see if you can work out the follow-
ing — astna, erireden, ehsgil, dynca,
gosiknct, erte, trepesn, hupnc,
alsore, and niborb.

()fcdut éW Bells |

|Seill Summon Viltage

A pair of ancient church bells,
brought to Frankenmuth, Mich,
from Bavaria shortly after Frank-
enmuth was founded as an Indian
mission, has been calling the con-
gregation of St. Lorenz to Christ-
mas eve services for more than a
100 years.

Ninety-five per cent of the resi-
dents of the small community are
members of the ‘church, earning
the village the title of \“the most
Ohrlm‘a‘m community in the United

Frankenmuth has never had a
crime of violence, and, as far as
residents can remember, no one has
been jalled over a perlod of 25
years. The only visitors to the lock-

up were transients given a night's
lodging.

}“ Thmm:bm}olofmdkyul Y, was once supposed
! " P0ss05s mamy ocouls . Hamlot's Opbelia said, "There's vosemary, that's
| 1or romembrance.”” Tho fuct that Rosomary blooms at Christmas bas introduced

| ¥ into celobretion of this feash.
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10 one legond, opened 1o hide 1he Virgin Mary end
of Herod, « logond sheved with the juwiper and

when she
“bo# bomor, the flowers bave boon the heavenly blue of the mantla

the flight to Beipt, Mevy throiw her
down to rest. Ever since, in

But even if they did not see San-

ta Claus coming down
What would that prove?

Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that
is no

is no sign
Santa Claus.

that there

The most real things in the world

are those that neither
Children nor men can see.

on the lawn?
Of course not, but that's no proo
that they are not there.

and see what makes the
Noise inside,
covering the unseen

can, nor
“strength

Of all the strongest men that eve
lived, could tear apart,

even the

Ah  Virginia. in all

abiding.
No Santa Claus!
Thank God! he lives, and h

lives forever,

A thousand years from

Virginia, nay, ten times
thousand years from now,

heart of childhood.

would be the

no enjoyment,

Did you ever see fairies dancing

You tear apart the baby’s rattle
but there is a vell

World which not the strongest
united

this  world
there is nothing else real . and

now,
ter
he
will continue to make glad the
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It's little wonder that Saint Nick
is especially generous to the Amer-
ican people. History proves that the

Americans have done a lot for

Her Majesty Pictured
. On Visit Here

: @

Queen to

Broadcast

Christmas
Day

Although this will be Her Maj-
esty’s first Christmas Message, the
Queen is an experienced broad-
caster. She began at the age of
fourteen, during the war, when
she spoke from a room at Wind-
sor during the BBC Children's
Hour and sent a message to the
children of the Commonwealth —
¢ especially to those who had been

evacuated from Britain to Canada

Nobod; ar and the U.8.A. No one who
all {hec Jo,f&",?"{f,e,‘;' st!:lﬂzlne heard that broadcast will forget
Unseen and unseeable in the the surprise ending of it. Princess
world. Elizabeth, as she then was, an-

nounced that her sister (who was
ten) was sitting in the room with
her and that they were going to
give the closing message together.
Listeners then heard a spontan-
eous ‘Come on, Margaret!" follow-
ed by the voices of the two girls
calling ‘Good night, children’.

r | Four years later that same Prin-
cess Elizabeth, with her destiny

Only faith, fancy, poetry, love.|Clear, was taking an increasingly
romance, can push aside important place on public occas-
That curtain and view and|lons, and we heard her launching
picture a new battleship. For this en-
The supernal beauty and glory gagement she had for the first
beyond. time made an official journey out
Is it all real? of London without her parents.

The Queen was nineteen when
the second world war ended, and
soon she began to make more and
more public appearances. And as
e|she grew in the nation’s know-
ledge and affection, so too she
grew in modest assurance at the
microphone. We began to know
and to like her voice—clear, com-
posed, and remarkably like her
mother's.

Royal Pledge

The year 1947 brought her most
memorable broadcast from Cape-
town. She and Princess Margaret
had accompanied their parents to
South Africa, and it was during
this tour that the Queen celebrat-
ed her twenty-first birthday. Her
coming-of-age message was no or-
dinary one. With all the world
iistening, she spoke as a repre-

Special
NYLONS!

51 Gauge
51 Denier
Sizes 9 to 11

In Lovely Fall
ades.

GIFT BOXED
FOR YOU

PRICED AT ONLY
$1.35 a Pair

BEAUTIFUL

GOTHAM
GOLD STRIPE

The GLORIA

“WHERE SMARTER WOMEN SHOP”
GRAFTON STREET

R

STOCKINGS

Saint Nick!

They have given him a new name,
a new face and figure, and a new
means of transportation.

The original European version of
Saint Nick pictured him as a tall
angular man who rode on a bony
gray mare., Both the horse and
SBaint Nick looked as if they hadn't
had a good meal in some time.

The early English settlers in this
country started giving Saint Nich-
olas his “New Look”. The English
children adopted the legendary
Christmas figure from the Dutci,
but the English children had troub-
le pronouncing “Saint Nickolous”.
Somehow the name changed to
“Santa Kalouf”, and finally it was
corrupted to “Santa Claus.”

Sénta "—’I‘_l;rough -’Ee Years

Irving described Saint Nick as a
jolly fellow with a broad-brimmed
hat and huge breeches. He taught
Saint Nick to smoke a long pipe,
and, in the story, replaced his shuf-
fling hay-burner with a trim
wagon.

A short time later, Saint Nichol-
as’ transportation was aided by

Clement Moore in his famous poem, | ¢

“The Visit from Saint Nicholas,’
written in 1882, Moore, a professor
of divinity in a New York theolog-
ical seminary, gave Saint Nick a
sleigh, twinkling eyes, cheeks like
roses, nose like a cherry, and a
round like belly.

Today’s Santa Claus is by no|

means streamlined, but he is a far
cry from the lean, ascetic, somber-
ly dressed fellow who, for centuries,
on Christmas Eve, guided his mare
through the streets of Europe.

AN AGE-OLD STORY RETOLD
... ‘She brought forth her first«
born Son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid Him
in a manger,”

However, this was only the be-
ginning. In 1809 Washington Irv-
ing, in his “Knickerbocker's History
of New York,” wrote of the Saint
as the guardian of New York City.
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VICTOR RECORDS

This Christmas fill your home with mu-
sic. Victor records make a wonderful
gift that can be enjoyed for years to
come.

®

View-Masters are an ideal and inexpens-
ive gift—thrilling, fascinating, breath-
taking, come-to-life Kodachrome pictures
. in three dimensions. These pictures have
¢ entertainment and educational qualities
“ that fascinate children and adults alike.

Ask to see our wide range of Radios—
mantel and console models—record-play-

Y View-Master $2.95 | ers and record-playing attachments—all
J . . . .
riced to suit your Christmas-buying
sentative of the youth of the day Y Reels .50 p

addressing her own generation, budget.

and solemnly dedicated her life to
the service of the Commonwealth.
It is a matter of factual history
that Her Majesty well fulfils that
pledge. And in the past five years
she has been most enthus:astically
assisted, in devotion to public duty
and furthering the causes of youth,
by her husband, the Duke of Ed-

a

We also have light attachments, project-
ors, projection screens and View-Master
Theatres.

ELECTRICAL APPLIANGES

In the field of electrical appliances
there are many wonderful gifts to choose

CALL IN TODAY AND CHECK YOUR
GIFT LIST WITH US.

VIOLINS

g

inburgh. . ;

Several of her speeches have from—XKkettles, irons, toasters, heating |
been broadcast each year. She has ads, food mixers, hotplates, ranges, re-
spoken from London, Edinburgh, i’)r' e'rators etc—’ p ! ges, PIANOS
Belfast, and from Wales. In the g ) 8
summer of 1951, when King George e

VI was ill, she delivered the ad-
dress of welcome to King Haakon
of Norway at a dinner for which
microphones were put into one of
the great State Rooms of Buck-
ingham Palace.

Then came the broadcast from
Canada last year. The Queen
spoke in Ottawa and several other
cities. She was always interested
in the broadcasting arrangements
When she went over the border to
the United States as President
Truman’s guest, she addressed an

ACCORDIONS

e TTTT——————— T

ALL
DEPENDABLE,
PRACTICAL

In the line of better gifts for the
home or loved ones, our pianos stand out
among everything else—perfect work-
manship—quality —guaranteed by our
firm. Youll find our musical instru-

international microphone in the 3

garden of the White House. Her GIFTS ments also stand out among the better
farewell speech to Canada from e —— names everywhere.

St. John's, Newfoundland, was a

most moving occasion, and the

warmth of the emotion she felt
after flve weeks of trans-Atlantic
greeting was clear in the new
depth which came into her tones.

Now comes the special broad-
cast. At Christmas we shall hear
our Queen in the first year of the
new reign, giving a message from
her home to her family of na-
tions.

MILLER BROS. LTD.

145 Gt. George St. Charlottetown Phone 555
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No more appropriate Gift than a Gift of Furniture that will please
the whole family. Glance at the many Gift suggestions MacFar-
lane Bros. offer.

UPHOLSTERED ROCKERS CEDAR CHESTS

THIS CHRISTMAS GIVE | OCCASIONAL CHAIRS HASSOCKS

You will make no mistake in El‘c'ric HEATING PADS COFFEE TABLES
?33:2?:.‘“;}5 aiometveness ot the | END TABLES MIRRORS

home.

A gift in furniture will be use- BED THROWS BEDSPREADS
ful and practical. A gift that will
e e e vt nosenars, | COMFORTERS RADIOS

Come in today and see t;ur fine CUSHIONS TR|CYCLES
selection of furniture gifts—high-
o ety ot prices tnatdety | pOLL CARRIAGES SLEIGHS

DUNCAN PHYFE TABLES
ALSO MANY OTHER FINE ITEMS TO CHOOSE FROM

FURNITURE IS THE AN-
SWER TO YOUR CHRIST-
MAS GIFT PROBLEM AND
MacFARLANE BROS. IS
THE ANSWER TO YOUR
SHOPPING PROBLEM.

PHONE 2483

FINE DISPLAY OF
FLOOR LAMPS and TABLE LAMPS

FARLANE BROS. rurniure

92 KENT ST. (Opposite CFCY)
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