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Knowing our past history is an important part of understanding how we got where we are today.

Canadian University Press (CUP) is the oldest national student press organization in the world and the oldest student
organization in Canada, dating back to the 1920’s.

In 1922 a Western Association of Canadian University Newspapers was formed with student papers from the University
of Manitoba, the University of Alberta, University of British Columbia and the University of Saskatchewan. They primarily
exchanged papers, although important stories were wired to other papers. :

After repeated urgings from the National Federation of Canadian University Students (NFCUS), [ the predecessor to the
Canadian Union of Students (CUS)] Canadian University Press was founded in Winnipeg in 1938.

According to CUP records, former NFCUS president John H. McDonald of Mcgill University was the first president.

NFCUS provided financial support during CUP’s first two ycars, and helped out considerably with finances during its
lifetime. However, it never attempted to diminish the organization’s autonomy or its ability to distribute news as CUP members saw
fit.

In those days CUP was again mainly an exchange of papers. Occasionally members sent telegrams for important stories.
'he organization held annual conferences, and the presidency rotated from paper to paper. The editor usually assumed the post.

Until 1959, the paper exchange and telegram service continucd off and on. During the.fifties, the president was supposed
to represent CUP as a national correspondent at events and meetings. Stories were telegraphed across the country to papers having
deadlines within 24 hours, with four major relay points: Winnipeg, Toronto. Montreal and Fredericton. If a story came from the
cast coast, the originating paper sent it to the Brunswickan at UNB, who then sent it to the Daily at McGill. The Bruns would send
collect telegrams to the other eastern papers and the Daily would do the same in Quebec. It also sent the story to Toronto’s
Varsity, who sent it collect to the Manitoban, who again sent it collect to westem papers. The Varsity sent it out to Ontario papers.

For those papers publishing more than 24 hours from the time the telegram was sent out, the story would usually arrive
when the originating paper arrived at various campuses.

Of course, problems developed as member papers fell down in their responsibilities and stories were often few and far
between. Rivalries sprang up among papers, particularly the McGill Daily and the U of T Varsity. One paper sent the other a very
long telegram about a minor incident. The receiving paper tried to get its moncy back. and failing that, sent an equally long
telegram back. On one occasion the entire front page of the Varsity was sent to the Daily - colleet.

Editors also often didn’t realize a story would be important to other papers. and were soundly chastised when their
papers arrived at other campuses and their editors discovered the story.

During those days. as happens today, the annual conference was the important link betw een papers. Policies were hashed
oul, criticisms made of various papers’ actions and technical seminars provided help for all.

Because there was no permanent office and only one person permanently assoc iated with the organization - the treasurer
from Queen’s University — fees were small. In 1951, which is ax far back as available records go. daily papers paid $ 15 a year,
semi-weeklies $ 10 and weeklies and affiliates $ 5. The budget then was about S 2000 with reyenue from about 22 papers. A travel
pool existed to enable at least one delegate from cach paper to attend the national conlerence. -

The only exccutive was the president. and there wax an honorary president. usually a prominent journalist who was asked
to lend his name and help to the organization. :

The fee scale was restructured -in 1939 1o increase payments according (o enrolment. Fees ranged from S 75 for schools
with enrolment less than 1500, to 215 for those with more than 4500 students. This was done to allow for a permanent office and
full-time president in Oltawa.

The president had worked on a trial basis during the spring and fall terms of 1959, Doug Parkinson. CUP’s first fall-time
president, was elected at the national conference in 1958, and chose a vice-president and <ceretary to work with him. Parkinson

continued in office for 1959-60. working on a budget of § 6.250. : »

1959 was also an important year for CUP because the charter of the student Press in Canada, now the CUP Statement of
Principles, was drafted and accepted at the national conference. The Code of Ethies was also approved. although it was not binding
on individual members of CUP. Both of these documents provided other national student press organizations with a basis for similar
stalements.

It was felt a national office and full-time president were necessary to provide a regular news service. permanent arehives,
and a weekly round-up of news in addition to wires covering important stories.

Finances have always been a problem for CUP. At the 1960 conference. Parkinson suguested a national annual
fund-raising project should be started, aimed at obtaining $ 5000. In fact. an emergency fund-raising was needed to cover expenses
to May 31. 1961, and member papers were urged to support CUP by donating $ 50 to $ 70 if they could afford it. CUP required
the money for general expenses, including such things as a photo service, and the president’s $ 20 a week salary.

Roger McAfee, president at the 1962 conference. had similar problems. The two remaining French-language papers pulled
out after sowe discussion as to whether CUP could actually adequately serve them. The loss of revenue certainly didn’t help CUP,
and McAfee said changes would have to be made in the entire organization il it was Lo survive. No conference report is available to
find out what happened. but that cry of “‘we must change things or die” continued over the next few years,

CUP was financially solvent for the first time in 1963; the news and features services expanded and membership inereased
to 31 papers, including four associate members. However, it was a decisive year. and a Vamity-Ryersonian motion Lo abolish CUP’s
national offi ¢ and full-time president was defeated. The two papers had areued that it was casier and cheaper to use datly papers
and Canadian ’ress for story leads, rather than relying on CUP, y

By 1963, the fee scale had changed again. this v<ue using a basic charge of $ 150 with a 3% cent levy per
student at each campus. CUP published the Campus Reporter. a kind of guide with topics covered by prominent (
journalists. It was sold to member papers, as well as to outside interested papers and individuals.
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council that is fragmenting, The former student

ment representatives had at
the beginning of their term
has resulted in the resigna-
tion of the University of
Waterloo student president
Terry Moore.

Moore resigned last

Oct. 1l4. He had resigned
once during the summer, but
returned to office shortly
afterwards. This time he
says he's finished with the
Federation of Students for
good.

Moore believed he could
make the Federation really
jmean something to students
when he was first elected
to the presidency last
spring, and again when he
returned in the summer.

He wanted to see "a
student union that would
‘really mean something to
lepople, not just a student

e

Wednesday (Oct. 11) effective

losing the energy and commit- president found himself

becoming a full-time
bureaucrat in order to do
things others would not
handle. '"With two, three
or four people, the
Federation just isn't
meaningful,' he said.

The council "wasn't
interested at all in any-
thing but perhaps becoming
stage crews for the con-
certs and saw itself as a
'board of directors' that
sanctioned the decision: of
the executive every couple
of weeks, rather than being

The study body is not to
be blamed, he said. '
"The students' aloffness is
most likely a result of the
whole university structure,"
he explained. But, '"There
comes a point at which the
individual students have to

assume responsibility if they

expect the Federation will
continue to respect them."
Moore sent his resigna-
tion to the Oct. 11 council
meeting saying '"for reasons
of personal sanity, I won't

be at today's council meeting."

AL R AT RN ST RTINS 408 S0 N

e wrmas,

S i

P A A S 4 it

e

PENTAGON CLAIMS

?started keeping a ledger.

VIETNAMESE ALL EXTERMINATED,zam'lOUHC‘e the end of the
lVietnam War.

According to the collected
WASHINGTON, (CUPI) -- A New 'information and statistics
England newspaper decided toldispensed by the Department
take all those Pentagon body!Of Defense, the United States
i counts seriously in 1965 andjhas killed every man, woman
end child in the Democratic

‘ L ‘Last month it was able tolRepublic of Vietnam.
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1LOS ANGELES (CUP) —- A
California referendun i
Nov. 7 election must af
about four and a half @
votes to legalize use?
marijuana in the state:
Nine million regist®
voters are expected 0
narrowly approve or dé
proposition 19 - to "d
inalize" production, P’
and use of marijuana.
Number 19 has an eX{
position on the 22 - °
ballot - wedged betwe®
number of referendums °
to return a . positive
Californian accept?
the proposition could
reaching effects withl
United States, and in |
which have expressly
marijuana under Ameri®
pressure. :
Latest state - wide]
per cent in}

of the propositipp;ﬂ_?Ut




