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fi-d with a double power over the tenants, threatened to put | 1’0“ lth“ _1'0 " w and the Roya Authom‘.\ 3 zfnd if’ you are

sutisfied in your minds that our Liberal Government are still

the bonds and warrants in force, unless the Government | ’ o It o
would give hima brihe of ahout £13.000 over and above | undclr :ln; power L:i‘ll::(. ors in ll‘;ng.und, and usurpers here,
what was allowed to Worrel. There must have been ihnger:“g t‘m_'l \C,Vd J?Fou\: , Landlords lheg)sclves, and divide
of a dizelusure when Pope could threaten and bully the (JG-E e spoll, and that you Lib neere dc.sxre.to be under the
vernment ont of .£13,000 o canccal it, or rather than inves-| };axv'slatxd maternal Government of Her Majesty the Queen,
siente Tha BN it will be neeessary to meet and consult how th.ut object can
®If the tenantey apon the Worre] estate had been willing I-e vhc.at vﬂcute\l,‘ and with as little delay as possible—for you
t0 pay & price.for their land to discharge the debt of Worrel's, | wave o encouragement to plant or sow w%vnle usurpers can
was it fair that they should pay £13,000 to brile Pope to|come upon you and take tlxg' increase. We are entitled to
conceal the treachery of the people’s representatives ; and the have a Governmen$ wao will earry out the laws and Her
tonantry are told, unless they attorn to Goverument they are Majesty’s gracious intentious, :}nd we ought not to remain a
to s tarmed over to the fender mercies of Popa and his \11sg_-rz'.ce.tu th.c great empire of which we are a part, through
rtners. Ls this the equitable arranzement re:ommended the avarioe of traitors und wsurpers, and the pusilianimity of
by Barl Grey, which cuzht to have been in operation three the ‘”h‘“,}““”“"s to submit to their oppression.
years 8go; are these the sweits Goveruor Daly promises | I believe my coustitaents patrouiz: all the newspapers,
“from the Parchase Bill, if you will refrain from agitation? jand L bave sent a copy of this to all the publishers, iu Lopes
That you may have some idea of what is constitutional that my endeavors to serve your luterests may meet your ap-
and unconstitutional, that is, right and wrong:— | probation.
The titles of Towaships mean the grants, and ‘When thcyf
have become void and of ny effeet, if they are bought and sold |
fifty times, that makes the titles no better,—they are void still. |
“I'ne last purchaser is bound by the conditions the same as
the first grautee,

And I remain, with-great respect,
Your faithful Rapresentative,

; WILLIAM COOPER.
Charlottetown, May 12, 1855.
P. S. People from the ccuntry have put the following

questions to me:—
1st Q. What is intended by the Bill for proprietors to

The Crown cap give 20 indulsence where a grant is made,
to one party, and mo other party interestel or injured by |
such indulgence. But the gruuis of this Island being made | £
to a grantee in behalf of other persons, the Crown cannot | put their t.m:'s g~ recor‘d ?. sl .
give an indulgence to one subject to deprive other su‘ljccts" ;2d Q. - pr?pnetors B agn S sl g !he
of their rights; the Crown is bound to protect, and not ju- | (.x{lz‘:. ot free!wluers who purchased lund from them be for-
jure the meanest of its subjects. Sixty years’ posscssion of feited in like mavner?
lands is held to be good aguinst the Crown; but sixty or a | Ist A. The Bill for proprietors to put their titles upon
hundred years for one elass of subjects to oppress another record was lost in the Counéil. There are six Townships
«class of ssﬂgects. gives no rizht to continue the oppression. that have no grants reeorded, and the Bill might have given
If complaints had been made as carly as they ~30E A made, Felief to the renantiy upon them. ?
t!ne len.gth of time the oppression is eoutinued is an aggrava- - 2d A, The grantees of Townships were to settle 100 per-
tion of tb9 offecce, ; The peple cannot lose their 1hts if sons, and graut or sell to them 10,000 acres of the Township
they continue to agitate an! demund them ; and when the OF forfeit the grant. IFf he settled 10, and gave up 1,000
«oppressor continues the oppression, after due warving. it is | acres to them fur their settlement, it is ¢ood; but the grant
ot lu.ﬁcleqt then to be Jet aloue ; the oppressed have . right 'is forfeited, because he kept 19,000 acres 1o himself, and
‘o.;':_igcuun_ y ' by : kept 90 persons in bondage to clear that lum.i n_nd pay him

‘M Morney General and Commissioner of Publie Lands Tent for their improvements; and therefore it is necessary
were Members of the Counci], and they, being a secret tri- [ for the Government to take the land to settle those people.

bunal. bad no power to investizate the titles f
: ; stigate the titles of lands they| IF the Jands had been settled as required, #ic Govermment
awere to purchage for the public. If the titles of the Wox:re_l iwould have beer uuder the inﬂuencl ofL ix’xdel;ens‘en?zz:
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WILLIAM COOUER.
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THE MAINE LIQUOLR BILL.
WEbNESDAY, April 4.

; (Continued from cur last.)

[ Mr. Largp.—Mr. Chairman, the hon. member for Char-

|

Ehxtcmwn has certainly made an able and eloquent speexh,
{and I do mot dispute his assertions; but his resolution witl
[ not, in my epinion, cure the evil.
| falls short of the discase. | do mot intend to wake a socech
' —but I witl move a short resolution. It is unnecessary $or
| me to go through the able appeal the hoo. member has made,
bat I will move this resolation :—

| Resolved, Phat no #pirituous Fiquers be manufastered, imported, or
| sold in this I« wad, after

' Now, Sir, this id.coming to the point, and all who want te
hvut a stop to the use of intoxieating liquors shorld vote for
| 1k,
" then send it aboat to bis fiiends.
'stop to it altogether. ¥ have been of the same opinion for
|the last fifteen years. 1 joined the temperance body, and
}coutiuued with them three or four years—but I found a good
' many hypoerites among them, a good miny who would dance
|between Saul and David  (Laughter.) And 1 say, Mr.
| Chairman, that no honest advocate for total probibmon ean

the suppression of liquor, are hypocrites. :
[ Hon. Mr. MooNey.—Mr. Chairman, the resolutien pro-
'pnscrl by the hou. member, a3 an amendwent, cowes pretty
| iear my own views on the suhjcet—but it had better be put
as a rider to the Bl

Mr. Coorir.—1 have listened, Mr. Chairman, very atten-

|
{1y made a very forcible appeal on behalf of the petitioners. Ne
| man doubts Lis sineerity in advocating the course he has been
iurgc-l to adopt,—and I entirely agroe with him as to the ex-
'tent of the evils arising from the traffic in liquor. I know
inuthing more injurious, but while I say that, I must also
| state that the situation of the Island renders it impossible to
| prevent the importation of it. Ou our shoresa hoat can land at
i almost any place; and 1 would ask what voul:l be °.he_ expense
'of guarding our coasts, so as to prevent the illegal importa-
i tion 2 How could you prevent Au_lerie;m fishermen smuggling
lspirits 2 They would do so in spite of any means you might
adopt ! If a law should pass, preventing the importation,
| you will only encourage smuggling. The best meaus for the
| 3ons of Temperance to adopt, to extend their principles, is to
call meetings, and instill into the minds of the people a con.
viction of the evils of the present system, and that the total
suppression of the traflic is the only remedy.  Before the law
asked for could be effective, the minds of the people should
bo satisfied as to the propriety and necessity of it. At pre-
sent, the country is not ripe for the law—and China affords
a striking instance of the cffeets of a law which the general
opinion of the community does not approve. There the im-
portation of opium was prohibited. ~ What was the conse-
quence 7 There was but one port open at the time, now
there are five. It is perfectly futile, Mr. Chairman, to say
that this country can prevent the importation of lignors as
Jong as the people are disposed to use ther. 1 cheerfully
give credit to those individuals who have procured the siz-
natares to the petition, and who have impressed the minds of
the people in favor of their views; and I would be the last
{man to discourage them in their endeavours to impress a con-
vietion of the existing evils on the winds of all. I have al-
ways been opposed to igtemperance—but I caunot believe
that we can stop thelimportation of liquors, and if we
pass a law to that effect, we will soon experience that the
cure is worsg than the didease. - T Wwill move a resolution as
an amcudmc?. which I hope will be adopted. The hon.
'member conelogdd’ by reading a resolution, eulogising the
' efforts that had been made by the advocates of proh:bition in
extending their principles, but stating that theinsular position
{of the Colony rendered it impossible toprevent importation,
'and recommending ut towards disseminating their views.

Hon. Mr. Woeran,—I regret, Mr, Chairman, that I was
not in the House when the hon. member for Charlottetown
opencd this discussion. Not having heard his arguments, 1
cannot of course reply to them; but the principles involved
in the resolution.which he has submitted, I shall take leave
to consider and controvert. But I will first turn to the re-
solution submitted by my hon. friend from the first district
of King's County (Mr. Cooper). I camnot subseribe to all
|the propositious it coutains; and the conclusion ou whic
it is based is, in my opinion, wholly inadmissable. 1 will
not dispute the justice of the encomium passed upon the
Sons of Temperaucs for their efforts to abate the evils result-
ing from the immoderate use of spirituous liquors, but I
cannot believe that either the Sons of Temperance represent
the majority of the people of this Island, or that the nawes
subscribed to the petition now before us are those of a ma-
jorisy of our population. That our shores are easy of access,
and therefore present great facilities for carrying on a coo-
traband trade in liquor after the prohibitory law would go
into operation, is another reason assigned by my hon. friend
in his resolution for opposing the measure, That is a mere
quibble, unworthy of my hon. friend, who usually tukes a
candid and straightforward view of public questions, and can
only have been thought of as an excuse for giving the ques-
tion under consideration the *“go by.” We all know that
smuggling would prevail to a great extent, if the Maine Law
wese put in force; but this mizht be checked by an efficient
preventive foree, il we were dizposed to give the law a trial.
Smuggling uow prevails to a veiy considerable exteut, but
that circumstance affords no reason for our rémoving the ex-
cise duties from the werchandize imported here. 1 shall
offer no such reasons ay those advanced by my hon. friend iu
opvosition to the enactment of a prohibitory liguor law for
this Island. I will take my stand in opposition to the
measure on a higher and broader ground. But I will first
give one moment’s attention to the resolution submitted by
the hou. member for Charlottetown (Mr. Palmer). It ap.
pears to be a copy of that which was belore the Assembly
last year. I shall diveetly meet it with the following amend-
ment, if wy hon. friend from the first distriet of Kiug's
County will withdraw his resolution, as I feel assured he
will, when he perceives that the one I am about to read goes
more directly to the point :—

ResoLvep, That it is incxpedient to prohibit by Law the
importation or sale of spirituous liguors, masmuch as suci pro-
hibition wou!d be a serious infringement of the private and
inalienable rights of individuals aud society at large—would
ental] an excessive loss to the revenue, to meet which no pro-
vision has been indicated, ahd further, inasmuach as there is no
evidence before the committee that a majority of the inhabitants
of this Island desire a prohibition of the sale, manufacture or
import2tion of spirtiwons hiquors : nor have this committee any
sufficient r2asan to believe that Prohibitory Liguor Laws have
been productive of any material advantage in these parts of the
Uniied States wherein it has been attempted ® put them in
practice—no part of Her Majesty’s dominions having yet uni-
tated the example of the United States in this respect.

If we carry out the resolution proposed by the hon. member
for Charlottetown, we perpetratc au invasion of the rights of
individuals and of society at large. “I'he argament used in
support of such an juvasion is, that the drinking usages of

The remedy he proposcs

Now, if a man choose, he may import a puncheon, and
My resolution will put a’

tively to the hon. member for Charlottetown, who has certain- |

society are procuctive o grlevoits evils, und that moral means
have been found to b i"ﬂde'lu;f“ 0 check them—that “c]
~'_iug incbriates from the error

of their wauys, and tias therefore & pro.tory law b be
“town if, in

passed. 1 will ask the hon. member for Charlot )
supporting sucht anargumseut, ho meats ¥0'say (LA bucdney
a feaction, and! o vary swall fraction of the communi’} eafl”
not or will ot refrain from an fmordimate indulgense id
spirituous liquors, thereforc we are to pass a law placing not:
thut class alone; but the whole community, the wajority of
whom are men of strietly temperale habits, on the sume foot-
ing? The majority of the people of the Island® are not
drunkards, nor are the majority of mankind; and I for one’
will not conscrit by vote of mine to put the two classes on a
level—to place the sober and respectable man in the sameg
| position as the'worthless druakard. There is one point in
this matter worthy of econgideration, namely the loss of the

portation of liquors. The puablic ‘a¢cosnts shew thaut last
year we reccived from that source nearly £12,000. The
friends of the proposed law may- pilantbrophieally exclaim-

and pence, when virtue and sobriety are at stake?” This is*

theme for declamation. But in grappling: with a question”
like this, we dow’t want declamation—we want’ facts. The”
traffic in liquors is as legitimate as the traffic inany thing
else—it is nearly as ancicat as the traffic in any thing else—
it is us universal as any branch of trade ever followed; and’
the oldest, most enlightened, most civilized, and most moral "

| make it the source of a large revenue. For the followers of-
' Neal Dow to say that the trade is demoralizing in the ag-

| arguments upon false premises; it is not the trade that is at
| fault—it is the frailty of those who eannod subdue their
| vicieus propeusities—and who ofien, from being great drunk-
iusz, become for a time great temporauce orators,—and be-
cause they, and many others like them, think there is a pro-
i bability of relapsing into their old hubits, they would fiia
fasten the door of the hotel and public huuse against sober
people as well as against themselves,  Abolish the trafie
in liquor,” say the enthusiastic followers of Neal Dow, bes
cause its continuance leads to drunkenwess.” What if it
[does—-drunkeuuess carries with it its own punishment, aud
| cannot legally or constitutionally be noticed by the governing
power, unless 1t interferes with the rights of others. Wa
have no more authority, and should have no more authority,
to punish the drunkard than we have to pusish the gluun;n.
unless either or both invade some acknowladged right or pri-
vilege of the others in the: commuuity, 1).unkenness per so
is not a erime—it is a vice, and only a comparatively small
portion of mankind are degraded by that vive. Are we then
justified in sceking to vestrain all mankind, beeause a small
portion of them happes to be the slaves of that vice?  If we
[thus carry our notions of woral yeform into the domestio
|eircles, and preseribe what a man shall drivk, we may go
| further, and establish our dictum as to what hie shall eat, i
|order that he may avoid glutteny or whal we may consider
Qunwholcsou‘.c food ; or establish our canon as to the cut aud
[ quality of the cluthes he may wear, in order that he may
{avoid the viees of vauity and extravagance. But to retarn
[to the financial view of the guestion, the more reasou-
‘able anl the more thinking sdvocates of the prohibitory
Hiquor law should be prepared, before coming before tho
| Legislatuve, to point out €ome feasible means by which the
| deficiency in the revenue is to be made good. Oue idea is;
i that the closing of the shops and the places where liquor is
;.wld weuld have the effect of ealling habits of industry int»
! more aetive operation, and that couseqiently we should, if
not direetly, ut least indiroetly, experience an increase of
‘revenue.  The probability of such a result, aud the degree of
| eredit to whivhthe asseriion is entitled, are, however, mere
{ matters of opinion, and the men who press sach line of argu-
ment should at Jeast be prepared with facts and fizures to
prova the corree nessof their opinions. Noth'nz of the kind
| has been attempted, although the question has now been de-
{bated several Sessions. The only dictum ia proof of ths
{ view of the question is, that if the people do not use iutoxicat~
ing liguors, they will ecnsume wove toa, tobweco and other
dutiable articles, and that cousequently there will he no ulti-
{mate loss to the revenue,” 1 want something better than
[ mere conjecture to convinee me that this would be the case—
| to convince me, in short, that people do not now use as much
| tea, tobaceo awd other dutiable articles as they would require
lunder any eircumstances, I pow, Mr. Chairman, advert to,
another argument that has been used in favor of the cause of
| the petitioners, namely. that the size of the petition, that is,
the number of signatures, shews it is the wish of the people
{ to prohibit the use of, and traflic in, liquors.  Now, Sir, I say
that there is no evidence before the commiitee to warrant
|such opinion. This argument I have heard before, but no
sane mun can honestly say that the petition is expressive of"
| the will of the majority of the people. 1 assert, Sir, that it
( bears the signatures of hundieds of persons who really have
no will or opinion of their own on this or any other matter—
it has been signed, for example, by younz boys and girls,

|
{

signing a petition to go before an august body like this, or
because their friends or acquuintances asked them to do so,
and they could not well refuse compliance with a request that
occasioned neither trouble nor expense. 'The petition is also
signed by men engaged in the importation and sale of liquors,
—and when 1 see that, I ask, do tiey desire a law prohibit-
ing the very business in which they are engaged, and by
which they have made, and continue {o make their living ?

Mr. Cuarke.—Yes.

Hon. M:. Waerax.—The hon. member says, « yes.” I
ask for the grounds on which he answers me so positively,
Why then, 3ir, if the parties who are engagzed in“the liquor
traffic wre sincere in putting their names to the petition now
before the Committee, they must regard that traffic as an
immoral and pernicious one, and should abandon it, without
waiting for the Legislature to prohibit its continuance. B¢
when they affect to say that such is the character of their
trade, and sull pursue it, 7t is quite reasonuble for we, or
any one else, to conclude, that in signing the petition they
have acted with the utmost hypoerisy and duplicity. Te
shew the way in which many siznatures are obtained, I will
mention an iuterview which 1 ‘haﬁ, even this vory day, with an.
intelligent person [(rom the country.” I was asked by him
when I considered the petition would come up for dis-
cussion. As L ascertained that he was not in favor
| of the law, though he had signed the petition, I naturally

(asked him to account for the evident inconsistency of his
leonduct. T said, “ why did you sign the petition for the
Hlaw, if you do not wish it to pass?”  He replied—« Ob, iu
(truth, 1 was so pestered for my name that I was glad to sign
|it, to get rid of the importuuities by which I was beset.”
| That, Mr. Chairman, is far from being a solitary case. There
lare seversl instancos withm my own knowledge in which
| parties have been fairly bothered inte putting their names
to the pétition, not that they desired the law, but because
they acted under the infuence of au amiable desive i gratify
the parties who applied ta them, and also that they mighs
relieve themselves from most importunate solicitaticns, Aud,
Mr. Chairman, | understand that the petition now before us
purparts to be signed by children ; aye, Sir, it bears the names
even of infunts who caunot write.

Mr. Crarg.—THow can they sign it if they cannot write?
(Lauguter.) }

. Hon. My, Waeiax.—] did not say they wrote {heir owd

vevenue, which would be the result of prolithiting the im<”

—%\What is the revenue in comparison with the public
morals? Why trouble our heads about’ pounds; shillings’

'all very fine for simulated patriotism—it is an excellent

countries of the universe, permit it to be carried on, and 1o’

who put their names down fur the suke of the novelty of*
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